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the work of negation
& the negation of work]

Struggles, whose unconscious, essential reasons are qualitative and subjectively generated
(lack of control over ones' life, boredom etc.) are expressed in quantitative terms, the terms
the commodity permits (more money, equal pay etc.) - demands which, although arise out

of the struggle with real needs, have already been superceded in acts, and thus insure that
consciousness remains false (e.g. 'Defend the Unions' = 'Defend the recuperators'). The

Left ignores the radicality of the acts (unofficial strikes, etc.) to concentrate on justifying
the reformism of the demands. All demands, in appealing to others = bosses, Trade Union
bureaucrats etc. - insure that the proletariat never becomes a class for itself. In concentra-
ting on quantitative demands the Left insure that strikers remain defined by capitalism, and
that they accept the framework of spectacular definitions, where relations between men

take on the form of relations between things (i.e.the quantitative). In the realm of the quan-
titative individuals and groups can no longer recognise each other, nor be recognised. Only
the qualitative enables people to see the possibilities for their own self-realisation in the
self-activity of others. The following is an attempt to examine the qualitative. ..
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. 8 The official miners strike of 1972 went dan-
. "l gerously out of the control of the officials

| who gave it their blessing. Against their

| orders, the miners stopped doing maintenan- |

| ce work - closing down the pits ompletely. |

| The contempt for work, and the bosses vio=-

lence, was articulated in a T.V,programme,

" when the miners were asked if they realised
- that by refusing to do maintenance work

they were putting the future of the pit in

' danger.One replied, "So what = who wani

to go down-the bloody pit again anyway?".
Another said that in closing down the pits

~ they had already saved several lives. The
rank and file organisation of the whole 'ciom-
munity' (a community based on defending it-

self, rather than individuals realising them-
selves in common, which can only exist on

any large scale from the revolutionary mom-
ent onwards) against the police at Saltley
Coke Depot shows the inability of the bureau-
cracy to contain the struggle within legal
limits, And the, albeit temporary, refusal of
some sections of miners to return to work, de-
spite a 20% wage rise, shows as much a re-
sistance to forced labour as contempt for the I
union hierarchy that negotiated the rise.
Clearly Heaths' fear that the "traditional
British way of doing things" was being under-
mined was a justified expression of the grow-

ing refusal to submit,
*

The refusal to submit is manifested daily in

the unpublicised ways workers avoid work,
both individually and collectively - sabotage
being the most obvious example of this refusal.

Whilst the playfulness of spanners in the works
rarely reaches the imaginative creativity of
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