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The elections have been cancelled. We have to wait a few months yet to find
out precisely who will be at the helm of the state. The choice might not bring
socialism any nearer but it will certainly affect how we are governed (see pps
2-3). The main parliamentary parties may differ in exactly how they want to
put the state to work, but their politics are compromised by their attitude to
the state. Their politics are those of the status quo.

Today the state intrudes into
almost every aspect of our lives,
Many of us are its employees. The
state has the right to deny abortion
facilities, to legislate over our
sexuality. In its name certain
‘freedoms’ are upheld whilst others
are held in check or attacked. The
state is the mechanism which modern
capitalism has seized to maintain its
workforce through the welfare
system and to keep them in check
through its apparatus of political
control. It increasingly intervenes to
regulate the economy, to balance-the
contradictions making for
destabilization, to maintain
profitability and counter those
whose challenges are throught to, or
are sought to be shown to, threaten
its fabric,

Yet the state is not a simple plot
by the ruling class to put down the
discontented and hoodwink the
masses, The many headed monster
that is the modern state has yet to
fully coordinate itself in this way,

Contradictions will exist, and will
continue. Palice Commissioners can
take action independently of other
authorities. The boys in blue
certainly acted off their own bat in
evicting the Huntley St, squatters
recently, employing bulldozers and
riot shield technology. But they
pulled into use the new extensive
powers of the criminal trespass law
and the courts to legitimize their
military assault,

So, despite its internal divisions,
significant sections of the state are

Up ‘Against The State

increasingly feeling the need to Photo Chris Davies (Report)
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