
1'

I

rrý-|

_ I

-II

meon 61ó) H '
aôrÂ. reads -Yer

if

Ta

óQ

M-rst

73
L i
 _ -  ñWh=w-'wb_1||,,,þñ_mmHýmHñ~i%.

D ' .-

I

OF THE  Q
ol Ill

TE QM bú*"-!'@I_',.i1=-*9-*1"5*..:."_5'-' "ñH\~?;h-33 t0 CID *{-:.ó.Tý,.y\

ó Rave ever: ale.-*vw2.. "TY; <1 ÔÂ,_,_ qý
better p(Â~ce.{:o-30 ói{a.~\ l A

 

I
F

ói;è \

\#/

ð  

.1 I

I

'--"ð h-Ilill-i-l|l|II|\\'-'lð'r-r-1-I."|lI-qllnllill-E-In-MI-.Â~ -4l""'-- +|' ó-I"! ""' ' Iñ "ii-I"l'i "'
i I



rððððððððð-5-ð-*ð*-:-*--*1
CANADA
A new Black Cross Group has been formed in Edmonton,
Alberta.
Contact PO Box 2827

The publication Movement now appears in a new format -
THE WRITING ON THE WALL.
Available from 14 Hanley Road, N4.

BLACK FLAG: Organ of the Anarchist Black Cross and the Black Cross Group.
AN ANARCHIST BULLETIN DEVOTED T0 THE INTERESTS OF WORKING
CLASS REVOLUTION

Vol. lll No. 4 JULY 1973

NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS

We reget our newaddress did not appear more clearly in the June issue.

It is BLACK FLAG, 83a Haverstock Hill, London NW3 (entrance in Steele ôs Road)
Telephone (01) 586-2038

Regrettably we are leaving 10 Gilbert óPlace, London WCl. We gave up our offices
there some three years ago and have squatted since without paying rent. Due to the
taking of offices in the building by a private detective agency, We have decided to
take our custom elsewhere.ó

PLEASE SEND ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO: BLACK FLAG
83a Haverstock Hill,
London NW3

CHEQUES & POs may be made payable to

ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS or to SIMIAN

Giro Account (ABC) ð 51 172 0009

l0pence per issue (Ã1.50 for I2 issues post free)

10p

Printed and published by voluntary labour for BLACK FLAG at 83a Haverstock Hill, London NW3

Station A
Edmonton, Alberta

Subs 85p - six issues.
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MAUDLING PRIZE FOR IDIOT OF THE MONTH

Amid the delighted squeals of the pressó at being able to
report the sexual misdemeamours of Ministers, and sound
fearless for once, little was heard of Mr David Andersonôs
escapade. Mr Anderson QC, Chief Reporter to the Scottish
Ofýce, was convicted of behaving in a disorderly manner
and fined Ã50. Previously he had been Solicitor-General s
in the Scottish Office and asked to resign, after only a
few days, in unexplained circumstances. We normally would
not bother about the sexual exploits of Ministers - if that
were only all one could lay at their account they could do
it all day long in the park and home to bed at night so farô
as we are concerned. But we are interested to note what
Mr Anderson said on conviction. We take the report from
Paul Foot in the óSocialist Workerô - the only paper we
noticed to expose Mr Anderson, who does a good job of
it himself. He said it was highly likely he had been imper-
sonated by subversives who wanted to discredit men in  
public life. Quite conceivably anarchists might do itó? But
the two grls who gave evidence against him were only 14
years old. Just the type who might well be recruited.
óThere are in this countryô, he said pompously, óhighly
organised bodies with the intent of destroying public
conýdence and discrediting the government. We have had
ofýcial warning of this kind of exercise taking place against
public men. I have had a letter from the Prime Minister
warning men in public life of this as a serious possibility.ô
(Instructions to the heavy mob: dress up as Heath, go into
the park to get buggered and so destroy capitalism).

Poor weak Davie. He cannot stand up to his convictions,
he cannot even stand up to his stand.- But this paranoi-ac
statement - almost word for word the sort of thing that '
might be said by Angus Maude in the Sunday Express -
carries its own consolation. He gets the Maudling Prize
for Idiot of the Month: a þybutton.

 

NORTHCLIFFE AWARD FOR PRESS PARANOIA

We mentioned that there was a ýlm in the pipeline of BBC
TV on anarchism. It was to have been shown in May, but
was held up by legal considerations pending the Stoke
Newington Four appeal against sentence.

Orignally it was intended to do an exposure of the
wicked anarchists. But in shooting it, the producer realised
that this was a grossly untrueangle. He tried to show the
scene like it is. Advance rushes indicated it wasnôt too
bad. But the BBC has had its hands on it. Wait for it in
July ð the producerôs ethics may be left on the cutting
table.
 

THE AVENGER BROTHERS =-- PICKETðBUSTERS
UNLIMITED

So dramatises Malcolm Stuart in the Daily Mail June 23 on
the two thugs John and David Walker, who are acting as
strong arm goons against the Chrysler picketeers. With a

record for violence that includes a ýve year stretch for
GBH, John Walker announces: óThese men are ruining the
country and itôs time people stood up to them I think
thereôs a future in this strike-breaking - the moneyôs good
and as a Conservative Iôm all for it.ô ó

Thus the Mail, through prostitue journalist Malcolm
Stuart, glamourises the use of violenceon behalf of the
ruling-class against the workers. I-low about the use of
violence against the ruling class? óThat could not possibly

be glamourised by the press: when used by the Angry
Brigade, no such epithets as óAvenger Brothers and Sistersô  
or óState-Busters Urtlirnitedô were used" Before conviction
it was~óPublic Enemy No 1ô; after conviction it was
óImmatureô, óWickedô, óIrresponsibleô: the former conviction
of Jake Prescott was made the most of. But it was then .
condoning the violence of the óBrolly Brigadeô - the ~
attacks by suburban commuters on railwaymen because of A
the go-slow.

This clearly illustrates the ónon-violenceô preached by the
press, and the hypocrisy of journalists when dealing with
violence used by or for the ruling class, and violence used
against it.
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rue BONDS or LOVE?

In London;-èwith a mere twelve black cops, the police
reckon they could do with more. It would after all help
in showing black you that the lice were no prejudiced
against them on colour gounds if some of those pushing
them around were of the same hue. And many a high-
ranking police commissioner thinks with nostalgia of the
days when he commanded his askaris (óJolly ýne fellas tooô)
and strode like the imperial sahib he was among his
turbaned guard. Pity that the Ugandan Asians are so
solidly middle-class - plenty there with police experience
against the blacks, but they are not likely to want to go
back to the ranks after their own taste of command.

For those concerned with aspect of civil rights which is
basically that of sharing in power, they order these things
differently in New York, where black cops are no novelty
and they have now got round to homosexual cops. Not
that these never existed in England among the lavatory
patrols, but the idea that declared ógaysô can volunteer p
óagainst the crime rate and to show there is no discrimin-
ationô is a reýnement of liberalism. In Brooklyn Heights
two declared gays have beens", serving as auxiliary police
since January, ófunctioning as normal policemenô (pardon
the phrase) but not carrying pistols. And on February 22nd
a meeting between gay goups and police produced the p
pledge that there would be óno discrimination against a
known gay applicant for the full time police force providing
he passed the physical.ô y p

It may be the pressure by anti-discrimination gay groups.
It may equally be due to the fact that for some time the
secret police force has found them exceptionally useful.

Man Alive (BBC/TV) on June 13 showed the struggle of the
people of Canvey Island against the monster oil companies
threatening to engulf their little island, pollute and destroy
its atmosphere for ever and leave them sitting on a volcano
with the ever-present threat of being blown sky-high (now
when their long struggle against the threat of being drowned
in the night has at last been successful).

The islanders,all of them, were shown as displaying
militancy - all the more commendable as it was new-found.
One man said, bewildered, óI never reckoned on taking part
in this sort of demonstration. I thought it was just for long-
haired gits and roundabouts. Iôve changed my way of O
thinking.ô I '

The TV commentator sharply asked just what good
was demonstrating with a lot of wooden crosses. He wanted
to know how that would stop the oil companies. If the
islanders had resorted to violence, they would have been
asked why they could not have demonstrated peaceably -
say with a lot of wooden ócrosses.
. 
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A psychiatrist (Dr Norman Crumpton) told the British Med-
ical Association at its Folkestone AGM that an unnamed
organisation tried to get an employee certiýed as insane,  
solely because he was óan embarrassment to the autocrats
within the organisation.ô The man, in Beverley (Yorks) had
mild hypermania (an excitable state in which one tends to
over-state oneôs views loudly) - a frequent condition in
politics but embarrassing in business. (One can get away s
with shouting that all coloured persons should be deported
better than one can get away with stating vehemently, in
public, that pink salmon should be dyed red if that is what
the customers want); As their own rules did not allow them
to retire the man from their service, they put pressure on
his GP to certify him as insane - and as Dr Crumpton
pointed out, ówe could reach a situation like Russia where
political dissenters are declared mentally ill.ô This is not
an unlikely situation. It is, as we have already mentioned,
the message of a recent Govemment-sponsored ýlm, hailed
by liberal press critics; and the theme of much inspired
newspaper comment.
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For the best part of seventy years there has been an in-joke .
among connoisseurs ofpolitical dissent - and a source of
never-failing entertainment to the now almost vanished
street-corner-meeting public - the Socialist Party of Great
Britain. The wry little joke about the party is encouraging
the grand claim by speakers, usually somewhat under the
average of general understanding, that ósocialismô will
be achieved when the working class reaches the mental
level of members of the party. It has taken to standing,
as who may not, in local government elections, and frequently
scores as much as 15 or 17 votes and congatulates itself on
an advance towards its level. i

The óSPGBô is sometimes called, jokingly, óThe Monument
(from the saying óitôs not a movement but a monumentô, hav-
ing stood with the same principles since 1905). But it
would be better called the Mumpsimus. A mumpsimus is a
dogna rigidly held by an ignorant priest based on a misprint.
This exactly describes the Fitzgeraldite cult. Like the
Mormons, its origin is from a misreading. Mormon prophet,ô
Joe Smith, having a dime religious novel read to him,
understood it for revealed fact, never having heard of ýction.
Socialist prophet Fitzgerald got hold of the works of Marx.
But the version he read in English was from the edited
translation by Karl Kautsky. Kautsky had rigidly censored
Marx and Engels, to conform with the anti-Socialist laws,
and also to mould Marxist Social-Democracy, as it had
arisen in Germany, into a legalistic form, It was on this
censored version that Fitzgerald founded his faith.

Accordingly, the ýxed principles of the SPGB include
a revolutionary change of society but by the unanimous
decision of parliament. The idea that the capitalist class
would stand by idly while they found their privileges
gradually disappearing in legslation is not Marxôs,]but it
was Kautskyôs amendation, since in his case, he knew the .
German Social-Democratic Party did not seriously tackle
such privileges anyway. The SPGB took the ómumpsirnusô
seriousl . s - 0'Y

At meeting after meeting since the formation of the ópartyô
the economic criticisms of capitalism by Marx, and of what
socialism is not, have been hammered home with more or
less erudition, but faced with a demand as to how socialism
works, the Fitzgeraldites have only countered with ósocialiþnô
as an incantation. (óNot nationalisation ....socialism; not

air; Hal .T 'a.._._ --. .&.|..u.'.|i.$-'.. -11-. -IL. I _.. -.  L

workersô control socialismô). g
Yet there is a darker side to the joke.  t
A reader asks us if Justice James has ófriends in pink

shirtsô after reading in the óSocialist Standardô (Jan 73) that
óthe Angry Brigade have shown themselves as vicious and
power-obsessed as those they cursed and threatened.ô Pure
Mirror-ese. Yet typical of the SPGB which has a horror of
óillegal actionô for good reasons. For years it has been a
front for petty crooks who have worshipped law-and-order.
Supported largely by small businessmen, it has been used
as a cover for many criminal elements - cg. the Glasgow
bookmakers at one time (óSociety for the Protection of s
Glasgow Bookmakersô), the London call-girl racket at another
The hammered-home law-and-order and respectability of the
SPGB has been a perfect cover.ô Long-ýrm fraudsmen, bogus
charity operators and others have financed the party
sometimes with the intention of pleading victimisation if
caught out. They have not been criminals who have become
politicised (as in the new movement now sweeping Britain's
prisons). They have been businessmen, turned to illegal
business, normally at home in the Conservative Party, whose
own law-and-order image is a front for the small-time crook,
but perhaps with a penchant for economic debate and
analysis.

Long let is þourish at its present level. But no hypocrisy
about óviceô and ópower obsessionsô please.

I

ANARCHOð-QUIZ

I When was óGod Save the Queenô
a popular anti-Tory rallying cry -
used by English radicals and even
red republicans?

2 Which agent of the Austrian
political police in the 20s, exposed
by the Socialist press, went to
New York on a secret service
-mission; and being later dismissed
(possibly on account of his racial
origins) became a successful
Broadway impresario in the thirties?

3 Which is the óolder Leftô in the
British working class, the Labour
party or the anarchist movement?

4 Which Englishman, imprisoned
in Spain during a peaceful prop-
aganda mission, later obtained an
interview with its Prime Minister,
and what was he told?

5 It is often said (both as war
propaganda and as commercial
publicity) that when our ally
against Napoleon, Prussian Marshal
Blucher, came to London, he said
admiringly, of its shops: óWhat a
city to plunderô. But this is a
mistranslation. What did he really
say?

6 Under which name did former
Communist Ben Francis, once
Industrial Correspondent of the
Daily Worker, become famous
wherever the English language is
spoken?


























