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Commuliic-Itlons to -Black

Vol IIIñ No. 5 Augist 19.73. 10p ó

(km of the Anarchist Cross and Flag Group.
AN ANAREHIST BULLETIN DEVOTED T0 TI-IE INTER-
esrs or THE.WORKING CLASS REVOLUTION

83a llawtock óHill, London There is a ógain of truthó- in the statement that óindustrial
nus. in sis-impasse). Cheques andP0s v diuuption, motivated by geed and poliýcs, will bring

made payable to Anarchist Black Cro (Giro anarchy by the autumnô, states Kenneth Fleet (coy Comment,
oecrinnt 51 I72 0009) or to Simian. Daily Telegraph, July 9th).

A I I S A Ã1 50 If you want to be able to recopiise it when it comes, read
wmipýon M W2 imlý ' Black Flag, the monthly that wants anarchy by the autumn...

A e - or even" soonerUyvoluntarys labour. Published and printed by 12f . S ' A g Ã150
the Flag þmlp; by Bread and Roses. mmò  
aimed in conþnuittion of a tradition of anarchist publishing

thb coun datin hack over a cen ' the seizure of. "'5' 8 t . ñWY,
journal by a police officer except under an authorised . y _

W&"Ã&!it_|@E other receipt conþitutes an act -of theft. B BLACK FLAG kdavailable in London óat Compendium
interfemnce with its open sale on the streets is a breach Bookshop, Camden Street, NW1; Freedom Bookshop,
of the riþiti of colportap. 84b Whitechapel :l'IiÄiStreet,, El; Housmanôs, 3 Caledonian

  Road, N1; Rising Free, 197 Kings Cross Road, N1; in
y Leicester at Black Flag Bookshop, 1 Wilne Street, Leicester;

BLACK FLAG; -'-,_,as seen by nine million people on tele- in Leeds at óBooksô, 84 Woodhouse Lane; in Manchester
výon 5 the highest ýgure for any libertarian at*Gra$ Roots, 2'71 Upper Brook Street; in Birmingham
journal. If only one in every ten subsequently buy the at Peace Centre, 18 Moor Street.
Inner. our circulation will be larger than that of the Times. Chicago, Solidarity Bookshop, 713 West Armitage.

óI

r óI II.

E3?/-
BLACK FLAG are starting production of a series of
letterpress posters for the benefit of political prisoners.
The first in the series will be Emiliano Zapata, Mexican

-\_ .

ANARCHO-ðQUIZ

1. Best-selling nymphet story Lohtaô was written by
Vladimir Nabokov - but what, written by a relative of

_ , _ _ the same name, proved the greatest þop of Tsarist Russia?
revolutionary and libertarian
Order your poster now _ prick 601, plus post  2.. What is the political sigiiýcanceof Wagnerôs óSiegfriedô

  so far as libertarians are concernedó!

O ,,..Â movement, went to prison m pre world war one West
London for pioneering bnth control among working women?

o g 4. Were the Goidon Riots in 18th century London, described
A as anti-Catliolic, inspired by religious bigotry; and why was

the ostensible leader, Lord George Gordon, considered mad?

O 3. Who, one of three sisters prominent in the anarchist

5. What wasthe Cato Street conspiracy and how did it
affect Australian buslitangersl

- i 6. What anti-militarist satirical classic was written by a Czech
O0 HMóA anarchist? '

ñs at _ (answers page 15)

I are
. -

San, hi r. UNSOCIAL SECU1{lTY

The British Security Services are polishing up their image
following the recent spate of incidents in which Scotland
*Yardôs Special Branch and Bomb Squad have claimed full
responsibility for successful investigations andiframe upsô.
To counteract this sorry state of affairs, a public relations
office has been set up specially to inform the public as to
the true function of the security services. PHONE
01-236-5555...i. Ask for and speak to the Securitv Service
Publicity Department.

úE We-..---ð------_..._.. _'_-"_=i LAWS! Weiknow what they are worth!
""' They are spider-webs for the rich and mighty -

A Steel chains for the poor and weak -
Fishing nets in th61_l'1þI1dS of the Government.

Proudhon
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THE FIRST BLAST OF THE CIVIL WAR?

Casually, in the course of a TV programme (on the Angry
Brigade - referred to elsewhere in these pages) a dramatic
announcement was made by a high ranking police officer,
which has been ignored by the national press, yet the impli-
cations of which are of historic importance. It indicates a
clear acceptance of the Police State. It is a declaration almost
of civil war in that it threatensthat treatment, now common-
place in Belfast, will be accorded those citizens of the mainla d' s n
who happen to disagree with the government of the day, and
does not conceal the recognition that they may choose toó
respond.

Chief Superintendent Habershon is known for his verbal
indiscretions but they reþect sincerely-held police opinion
(his notorious remark about judgeôs rules was that he had no
time for ólegal nicetiesô). He was questioned about the fact
that a large number of people (hundreds of them) had been
harassed during the Angry Brigade investigations and they
felt it was because of their óleft wing opinionsô. It was shown
quite clearly (nor did he dissent from the fact) that this was
the tip of the iceberg and their number could run into
thousands, and that the treatment, under greater pressures,
might reach pogrom level.

Supt. Habershon stated forcibly that if people were going
to ópreach violence and revolutionô and outragesoccurred
within this context they must expect such treatment in the
future.

But who is to decide that particular views are the ópreaching
of violence and revolution?ô Not the courts. The treatment
that is to be meted out to offenders will happen long before
the courts come into it. Views on what constitutes such
preaching differ drastically: in a famous case (June 1945)
the Newark Advertiser held that the then Chairman of the
Labour Party had, in those very words, ópreached violence
and revolutionô locally, and in defence to a libel action, it
maintained he had done so all his life. Professor Laski was
unable to convince the court otherwise and faced disastrous
costs. Yet, if, aided by thc finest legal brains in the land, this
middle-aged, middle-class, respectable, internationally-known,
mild professor - chairman of it great national party on the
verge of electoral victory - could not establish that he had not
ópreached violence and revolutionô who among the ordinary
citizens of the country could possibly stand a change againt
the personal decision of a Commander Bond or a Supt.
Habcrshon?

Supt llabc1'slionôs dictum that those whom the police
thought \-xcrc preaching óviolcucc and revolutionô may
c\:pcc1 the treatment mclcd out in the Angry Brigade investi-
gations - which in more serious circumstances might rcacli
pogrom lcvcl - has a sinister sound, since cvcry (liClLtlt)l'Slll|ól
begins by stating it is merely rounding up known cucmics ol
the State.

Who Decidesó?

Lcniu made it clcar that frccdom of spcccli, press and i:s:-.oci;:~
lion was óonly dcnicdô in Russia to those who wcrc cnc-uiic-.
of the óyoung Soviet Staleô fighting for its lifc against l'orcigu
intervention - but who was to decide who were ócncmicsô?
Obviously, all who were not with the Conumiuist Party wcrc
agaiusl it. By establishing the police slate first, l..cuin tin.-.tctl
on to ósovietô dictatorship. Hitler and Amiu both said llic};
were only acting against minorities which (they dccidcd them-
selves) acted ilg-Zlll.lSl the national intcrcst.

If people arc to ópl"e:.u:l1 violence and revolutionô - and the
Newark /lc1ve'r!i.s'cr jtititiislist who said this of lôrofcssor l-.usl\'i
was as much cntitlcd to his opinion as Mr Palmer Hall of the ll

 ____ __i__i_ _
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Special Branch - Supt. Habershon does not say that they will
be prevented from doing so. He cannot say this because there
is no law whatsoever he can appeal to. (When Enoch Powell
threatens órivers of bloodô he is preaching violence, but he is
not breaking any law; Supt I-labershon is careful to exclude
him by saying óviolence and revolutionô). But what he does
say is that if they hold óleft wing opinionsô (he made no attempt
at denying that it was precisely such opinions that came into
question) they would be subject to the kind of treatment
that was meted out - not to the Angry Brigade - but to those
who ópreachedô the theories in which the Angry Brigade was
able to þourish. In other words, he would take political hos-
tages (this was why the film closed with Christieôs remarks
that States which take political hostages must expect political
hostages to be taken).
Do as You Like - And Get Done
You can believe what you like and say what you like, but if
you do so, and something illegal is said (not proved) to occur
within that context, you will be bullied, and harassed by
armed police, your mail will be opened, your phone tapped,
your carýrippcd, you may be denounced to employers and
barred from jobs, your landlords will be informed, you may
be subject to humiliating strip searches - including the raid of
lone women in their beds, forced to dress in front of laughing
male officers playing patsy with their underclothing, or.
ultimately, you may be committed for long periods of
imprisonment, the police opposing bail, until the courts ulti-
ma-tely release you without trial, or after trial.

We are not talking of Moscow, Belfast, Kampala or Istan-
bul, but of Greater London Boroughs such as lslington,
Camden, Haringey, Kilburn and Kensington. All this happened
on an unprecedented scale, hundreds of people being involved.
Not all of them were young or necessarily of left wing opinions
One elderly lady, for instance, had always steadfastly refused
to listen t.o any sort of radical talk in front of the Queenôs
picture on her lea caddy. but she was the aunt of a friend of a
person subsequently cleared. Shc was raised in her bedroom
by six huge gortilla-like dclcclivcs who searched through her
clothes (no woman PC being prcscnl as there was no time for
ólegal nicetiesô) and when she liyslcrically demanded to be
allowed to go lo collect her fi'icudôs drugs - a naive remark
which- acted as a red rag to the bulls - she was escorted through
the streets (not leclmically arrested) to the ópusherô - a
chcmist"s shop from which shc collected the drugs prescribed
for a bedridden old woman dying of cancer. Not onlygdid
she suffcr a mental hrcaltdwou but she lost her entire income
outside her pcusiou since shc lund bccu getting assistance from
lhc nephew twliicli led to licr ódiscoveryô in an address book)
which shc |1c11cc1óorw;utl declined as he was obviously óup to
somctliing - they don't act like that because ofyour viewsô.
Up against the Wall

'|ñlicy do not. in llic liiiiinlaud of lhcsc islulids, as you arc walk-
ing along at random, shove your lacc up against the wall,
ti)ó-.Lóllll_i_ó, you with a gun. or go in to smash your house up.
\-1*! ycl. liul tlicrc is no reason why such ólcgul niceliesô
~iot-tiitl conlcinoc lo hc oli.~.c|ó\-ctl if people arc ôp|'ió;.it;ló|i11gióevo-
ô-:.itHll and violcnccô. 'l'ocslali|isl1 in dictato1'sl\ip, all they
l=;.m: to do is lo fiiul it ilup-.:rativc lo suppress lhcm, in the
_pu_lgc1o~.-:11 of ii fcu ..clccl pcoplc controlling lhc police
llliis is wilyó titicriug toolè. om! ltil of the lôrussiim police;
ltou I com. Zililtó to }'=.i}.' I -..lu.-.h |llC'l'CCIllll'lCS as police with
llL.ôl|iil.1iii.l-Itit-_iiii.iii liii_i;o."}~', ?st.ól/.L'.óLl |)UWCól').

Ill-.: t"o".::l~. mil litó tlic1c,:.il ll\;.il_it||1clllióc, lo protect
:Ä.t\li' lion 1-g"-Zliiiill r;.1|ii-.ll) IsW.lÄ/S,1lS it did in (_ictumu_\_/, when
þay.ó-..-è..i iiil tl:è..= lac! o|'siicki|1gs, iaidiugs_ licalliiigs-up. ptcss
iiitó-}1.ij.*_Lilli.li.l. llic. lil.'.u'iug ol'victorÄô ltlu: galugs ltusc liccii
wipcdout ).... lôl|1.ó1.ôi1lllI'tIl of lhc (..cnu:.m poiiic bx" ;?:.=..* ?\iazis
in llic curly tlays, whilc all this was going on. u;_i.\' :~.oi.i
lllLII.l|);.ll)lC of making the courts zigrcc lllul i\tóo;ñ=?t* t:.=Â..s' ' ' c
intimidated, hullicd and cvcn lllllliliLól't.ótl by the poll. iii

lc lcgalliscd Na/.is. lionó this rcaso11.ll1c Nazis sci up .;o|a;co-



tration camps in warehouses as their victims had infringed no
law but that of disagreeing with them. An alternative would
have been to commit them for long periods and oppose bail,
but there were legal safeguards against that in Germany which
do not exist here. So the climate had to be created in which
the courts became a mere farce anyway; they capitulated
when everyone else did.

Does this appear exaggerated? Nobody in Belfast would
think so. A couple of years ago it was regarded as an ordinary
British city. Now we speak of sending óBritish troopsô there
and the press records óBritish casualtiesô which do not include
civilians. A

þan we do anything about itó? When thousands of workers
turned out to march on Pentonville Prison in support of the
dockers, and great national industries were closed down, ólegal
nicetiesô were soon discovered and observed to get them out.

FOOTNOTE
Opposing a proposed bailee, Supt. Habershon at one point
remarked that many people of the same opinion as the accused
ýred in the N1 district (Islington) and he objected to the
l.A)1ltlt)Ii postal address!

THE FILM ITSELF
By our TV critic

The BBC TV ýlm on Friday 20th October on óThe Angry
Brigadeô producedby Gordon Carr was the subject of a
brilliant review by David May in óTime Outô in the same
date, with which we cannot possibly compete.

The film employed a number of dishonest tricks. It
interviewed Octavio Alberola and suggested that he, considered
by the Spanish regime the natural heir to the title of Franco's
public enemy No 1, was behind not only the Angry Brigade
but the whole tendency to urban guerrilla warfare. It
glided carefully over the overt statement, made if you take
the Radio Times and the Listener article together but omitted
in the ýlm, that Christie was the link between Alberola and
the four who were convicted. It could not say because
he was acquitted.

It interviewed Miguel Garcia with Spanish resistance
workers in Brussels at a dinneró (suggesting they were eating
and drinking while Rome burned?). Mr Carr quoted the
dissatisfaction with the older exiles and said that óGarciaôs
generationô was fmished since the death of Sabater - which
might be true of a ógenerationô but as he happens to be at 65
about ten times as active in the struggle as all the þower
people in Haight-Ashbury put together will ever be, it was
hard to see why we went over to them as the ónew generationô.

Most of the sympathisers came over somewhat inarticulate -
(most people are inarticulate; it is curioushow we notice that
on the goggle-box when they have to compete with profession-
als) though Stuart Christie gave what is called iri the trade a
polished performance and even managed to plug Black Flag
at them (the mind boggles as to what this would have cost as
a commercial)... p

With the exception of a vicious j ab at Jake Prescott, the
relationshipof the other accused to the anarchist movement
was grveri in a fair and sympathetic way: oddly, th'm contrasted

in some allegedly left and libertarian papers. A workrnate
told me that the only one whom he thought looked thoroughly
villainous and sounded ominously evasive was (I had to explain)
Det. Sgt. Creamer - in the famous interview at óTime Outô
(where the óbustô was turned on him: he was confronted by
the staff with cameras and told he was on live television -

only a fraction of this hilarious episode was shown).
The ýlm ýnished on a dishonest note..- The haul at Amhurst

Road was shown and the announcer incredulously said how
the allegation against the plice was that they had planted it . .. .
and still the jury wavered, and a majority view had to be
taken, two being against conviction at all costs, and the rest
arguing for clemency. He ~did not add that Christieôs defence
was also a plant and that the jury agreed by 12 to none that
this was so.

But the ýlm could have been a lot worse. It was trying
to prove a political point under a pretext of impartiality, but
even so it was less unfair to the anarchists than many of
the academic journals which go to the other point of censor-
ship ð mentioning every last duplicated journal that can be
included in the canon to the last dot and comma, but omitting
to make any mention that anarchist militancy exists at all
or passing it off as an offshoot of the new left or the peace
movement. There was one notorious broadcast where a
series of peace-lovers gave a cosy chat about what nice people
anarchists really were, and all the commentators loved it.
As the man said, when they talk nice about you, watch it.

The Christie Propaganda Machine Strikes Again

The Radio Times (14-20 July 73) going into theusual millions
of homes, carried a full page on ñChristie, the quiet anarchistò
by Anne Chisholm, in connection with the TV ýlm showing
that week. Miss Chisholm was evidently unaware she was
contravening the strict BBC dictum about political impartiality
(just imagine an article on, say, ñButler, the honest Conserva-
tiveò, with the obvious implications): but then the ýlm itself
gave rise to an interesting thought on how party political
broadcasts would be vastly improved if, instead of being made
by party hacks, they were made by highly critical and hostile
producers probing the real facts about the parties and their
relationship to unlawful acts.

Stuart ñcomes across as a rather respectable anarchistò
Miss Chisholm states generously, adding however, that ñap-
pearances can be deceptive; there is no doubting the strength
of his political convictions and, according to the ýlm,
Christie is in close touch with European revolutionary anar-
chists.ò It is the last phrase that bafþes: does, one lose
oneôs respectability by mixing with foreigters? Come, come
Miss Chisholm, none of that 1911 White Paper stuff, weôre
all Europeans since January (remember?)

Meanwhile, at the Listener . . .

The Listener ran its article on the same theme stressing the
ñSpanish Connectionsò of the Angry Brigade, concentrating
on Oct-avio Alberola and bringng in Christie to make the
connection. The Listener took the trouble to phone Black Flag
to check on the spelling of Sabater or Sabate (he preferred
the second; journalists the former); while they were about it
they could have checked on therest of the article, but no
doubt they bore in mind the dictum of Sarah Bernhardt that
it doesn't matter what you say about people as long as you
spell the namejright. Brieþy, First of May good, Angry
Brigade bad (first sincere, second load of drug addicts). The
reason for Mr Gordon Carrôs dictum here is not hard to find.
(Note: ñDrug ad)dicts"_are people who take occasional trips
with whom you disagee, or who are not likely to take legal
action. Lord Lambton, for instance, is not a drug addict).
First of May are not convicted, Angy Brigade may be pre-
sumed to be and were nearer home. Good old principle -ð
Latin ñvac victisò (wo to the conquered), English ñkick óem
in the balls when theyôre lying on the poundò.

very favourably with some of the rubbish that has been written " M; cm iotrodoooo o gggd old hoary myth, that while


























