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Subs; Ã1.50 for 12 issues. ,_ (The new postal rates are
a bit ores blow"but we can just about ride it if subs
gefpaid up). America, Australia, New Zealand and c
other exotic arts: we can airmail subs for double _,
theó amount Ã33ó for 12).

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO : BLACK FLAG, s
83a, Haverstock Hill, London NW3

(Our old address - I0 Gilbert Place, WC1 - is no
longer operative.)
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. . . . A " Revel-uT 01. A reader writes: óIn a previous qutz you sald James Connolly, óI'D In 30Â-| A L ó ~
though a member of the SI._.P and at any rate a supporter of
syndicalism, tried to start a- branch pf the ILP in Belfast in
the hope of overcoming óreligious differencesô. How would
this have helped?ô
2. What would be the ótwo parties in a socialist stateô
ñaccording topioneer English socialist Robert Blatchford?

3.__ Who, in anarchist history, was óSugar Babyô?
4. In which part of the British Isles did the shop stewards
movement begin in the First World War ð and which industry
had _a comparable form of organisationó even prodating the
"birth of official trade unionism? . '

5-.ñ One of the few brilliant historians the Trotskyist movement ,
turned up was also a first-class cricketer - who?
6 "The Em ress ose hine must have wondered, during Napo-- 1  P I P .  .
leonôs threatened invasion of Enghnd, 1f one of her children
would come to" the British throne. But for which revolution
would a descendant of hers become King? I

Iô

answers on page 15
(-3'"
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Paciýsm is a revolutionary creed when it comes into óconþict
with the State especially inô regard to the reýlsal of
service and opposition to conscription. óThat is why, in time
of war, it is ranked as an arch-heresy alongside bolshevism
and anarchy, and pacifists are asked, contemptuously, by
judges what they would do it someone tried to rape their
sister.

In time of peace, however, the same judges profess paci-
ýsm and denounce violence. What of course bourgeois society
objects to in time of peace is not óviolenceô but illegal
violence; it supports war because this is legal violence.

Paciýsm, as a creed, is the idealisation of non-violence as
a cult in itself. It takes no class position and most paciýsts
would try to deny the existence of the class struggle. Thus,
if logical, they should denounce both the legal violence of the
State and the óillegal violenceô of resistance to the State. Butó
in practice, most bourgeois pacifists go over to support of
the State in wartime (if onlyfrom a non-combatant point of
view, as do the Quakers) and are susceptible to patriotic
notions, or alternatively, have qualms atibeing accused of
merely evading service, and therefore choose forms of civilian
service which put them in a positionó not more favoured than
those who engage in the imperialist war. This is accepted as
óconscienceô.

Because of its idealisation of a negative, paciýsm can
never become a serious movement in its own right: to justify
itself, it turns to liberalism. The peace movement of the post-
war period is essentially a movement of militant liberals and
combines package-deal ógood causesô in an essentially liberal
parcel. Liberalism is the method of achieving the most
freedom possible within a state and therefore has some _afýn-
ity with anarchism, which has proved to be ay major embar-
rassment and confusion to the latter, as many pacifists have
come to think they are anarchists. But their óanarchismô
has remained militant liberalism. It is a combination ofitnis
pseudo-anarchism with its opposite, fascism, that forms the
basis of the hippy-beatnik-(.-opout-alternative society philoso-
phy, its nature in some ways genuinely libertarian and in
others as highly conformist as the society to which it does
not conform, is Ian interesting melange, but has nothing in
common with anarchism. Gradually as the alternative
society gets older, its leaders seek ways of integrating into
capitalist society (the attempt to get seats on councils is
symptomatic). Already it offers an alternative, but none the
less capitalist and authoritarian, for the well-to-do hippy._

The infiltration of pacifism into revolutionary movements
represents less of a danger toaMa1-xism, insulated by its
party structure, than to Anarchism, which has not yet learned
to guard againstthe imposition of ideas upon it by self-
appointed óspokesmenô relyin on reputations gained in
other fields and having no coliuct with the movement proper.
While it is obviously possible for an anarchist to be a pacifist,
nevertheless in any revolutionary movement pacifism could
only be a minority. There could be a-ónon-combatant corpsô
in a revolutionary militia no less than in the British Army,
but obviously there could not possibly be a non-pacifist
minority in a pacifist movement - in Gandhiôs satyagrahi, for
instance, the idea of a few who resistedilathi charges would
be unthi_nkabl)e. Paciýsm being authoritarian,-all, or no one,
must eonformsto ónon-violenceô. i

Because of this profession of ónon-violenceô as a cult in
óitself, a danger. lies for the anarchist movement even beyond

theaiangers of pacifist control being imposed; This liesgin
the invention of ónon-violent anarchistô -ósuch as óPeace
Newsô now claims to represent and"Freedomô_has soccumbed,
óNon-violent anarchismô is not a variant of anarchism: it is
an attack upon it. If one described oneself as a ónon-fascist
paciýstô one would notibe ii variant of paciýsm though one
might well be sincerely both non-fascist and paciýst - one
would be implicitly, and sooner or_l:ater directly, attacking
the paciýst movement by the suggestion that it must be
fascist. _

There is no such thing as a" óviolentô anarchist movement.
Anarchism does not make a profession of violence. For
militant liberalism to masquerade as ónon-violentô form of
anarchism is not merely to blur over the defccts of liberalism
but to impure false ends to anarchism. For liberals to pretend
to be anarchists at all is to help confuse matters. Ultimately
it makes no difference to either: but this is the sort of reason
why partisan labels proliferate in socialism and - sadly - may
have to grow inanarchism too.

It can scion!
One theory gomg the round of the Left is the hoary old myth
that you shouldnôt do anything to upset the police or it will
cause.-órepression. That this theory appeals to the quietists
and bourgeoisó paciýsts who masquerade as anarchists we
understand - their speciality is to know nothing of anarchism.
What surprises us is that this social-democratic legend should
also ýnd currency in Marxist circles, where at any rate they
do their homework.

The police are a necessary arm of government. Repression
is inbuilt into statist society. A capitalist society must have
police and repression in order to preserve property relation-
ships and exploitation. If you use extreme methods of
opposing capitalism and the State they will use repression.
But if you do not use_ those methods they will also use it.

The State and capitalism will not go away by people
pretending they are not there.

There was going around the pubs some time ago a sick
joke about two Jews going tothe gas chamber - one hit the
guard and called him a pig, and the other said anxiously,
óHyniie, whatôs the matter ð donôt cause trouble.ô It was
neither speciýcally Jewish nor really funny. It was perfectly
illustrative of two different attitudes to repression. You can
pick up the Left papers this weekend and see them
spelled out. But chieþy the second one.

ó_____Patemal power, in every late-abidingecormtry, hrmgs
about a kind ofchildren ôs slavery, more stringent, because it
is domestic, mid more oppressive than any low, and which -
however much it may he tempered by low or custom or the
quality of individuals, - can never foil to produce a most
damaging effect : o sentimental bond, which o roan, so long
as his father is alive, carries about with. him perpetually
I mean o feeling ofsubjection rmdldependence, and ofnot
being -his oumfmoster, indeed ofnot being, so to speak,
even a whole person, but only a part and member of
someone else, with eoena-name that belongs to another men
ra ther than to himselfl This feeling, which affects most
deeply those who would netilrally he the most talented,
since they are the quickest, the ómost sensitibe, and the most
olive to the rrurh about their own condition, can hardly he
combined, Iwill not soy with greet deeds, but even with
any plans ofgreatness. ' A

ð Giacomo Leopardsó -
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