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ñWharf: your little lot going to get all that tromrñ' hr:
"ñi thought anarchism, were sli riown. and outs living on soars!
securityò H p

ñNo.ò we said. ñThere are picnty of comrades in
jobs at good wages to whom Ã1 or Ã2 or evensñ is noshrng
mush to spare-.. .. . not more than the price ofa -{DI-1i:l_.d iô-if: i t
drinks after a union meeting . . . if people mke their politics
seriously . ò _ - ..

He inrcroaprco. ñif they are down and outs rhcyórc probab-
I ly squatting somewhere.ñ he saai. ñif they ca??? airs ó$3911

they can always give you w*ha.r they cansó-it.;ir_, up from
S abandoned sites . . . " . H

ñ. . . .. they can afford to cough up," comP1ÂiÂdñ._*i'Â:PW1*Â1is*
5 ing ,the editorial right to have thÂ lýiil W975!ô -but .exÂi'*?'15iióÄ i

the right of the loudest voice. hý Âi1Htiþ\1Âd;"óA ihýuimld
quid sounds a lot but in current prices illii-Ã1111}? _

It 35 Âwr_ Copper wire; 50 qwr. Brass; Ã150 ton zinoor a
I 25 or gold if anyone gets their teeth knocked out picking it
. u . I

ñóTakc off my expense for collecting it in the London area,
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1 and with only a few hundred people rallying round with their _ I g M p I _ "S / e~ Jon '5
. waste, youód have your defence fund in no time. Hos for-
. getting up and woollen: in quantity going up pro Ã2 or
* M. Even old newspapers are serfs Ã7 s malt wressÄ=w

space to rave that amount but smaller qusnnncs woarzlni t
picking up . . . . But I suppose the ragsIaþd_býýÄ*i iii  
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"om PRELUDE T0 CONCENTRATIon cams -
mo CIVIL ma?

It is reported (Mail Nov. l_4, '73) that Deputy Amhtant
Commisa'onIer Ernest Bond - top-ranking political crime
officer - and Dep. Asst. Robert Halliday of C.1l (Criminal
Intelligence) now meet regularly once a month on the ýfth
þoor of Scotland Yard. I I

Bond (representing the political arm) and Halliday (crim-
nal) select from huge dossiers the names of people who (states
the report) ñmay not have criminal convictionsò from the
secret ýles. For the next 28 days the people-selected from
the lists be ñwatched and recordedò.

ñThe detectives record whole life routineò of those whom
they are watching, states the Mail, bugging, tapping the phone,
watching the arnount of milk delivered and the petrol I
consumed, the people whom they meet and their (not
necessarily criminal) activities.  

Their associations are noted to swell the enormous secret p
ýles as Scotland Yard keeps tabs on the whole population.
The ýles are secret police information, which means that
lies and malicious and politically-biased accusations made
by detectives cannotbe checked.  _

(The nature of such accusations have come out in many
political cases, down to the fact that in the view of some
detectives, those whose political convictions are suchó as to
makethem unwelcome to the police couldnot possibly be
in line for work promotion, must perforce have no carpets,
dirty or no curtains etc) ~~ p

States the Mail, ñIt isa major step (towards "1984 and Big
Brotherò. ñI984ò was 0rwellôs vision of the way the
world was going, and Big Brother, Ia jocular reference to
concentration-camp enforced conformity. Churchill (seeing
it too, but thinking it could only happen under socialism)
foresaw that a socialist Britain-would have ña Gestapoò,
insisting in 1945 that it would not be able to work the new
darnands. of the State without one, but failing to see his
own Tory need it too and could not return to 1900..
ñlnfor1na_:tionò, based on the mere political bias of theó
detectives already detailed twharass opponents of the A
Establishment, means that this is a major political weapon.

In its way it is even more insidious than that of the-
Gestapo or the Qgpu, since in- their countries a clearly de-
ýned political line was stated by the Government for its
citizens to adhere to, and those who deýed the line took
their ,chance. Here there is no such clear line to follow. Not
only opponents of the twin ruling parties, but everybody, c
according to police whim, may be suspect." So the scape-
goat-hoppingô terror of fascism - attacking this unpopular
minority and then that, so that it seems to the majority the
fascists are invincible - it is to be inbuilt into the political -
police.

It is this more man anything, that ties up with the sudden,
dramatic occupation of Heathrow and the surrounding sub-
urbs with tanks, light infantry, troops, police, for all the
world like Occupied Belfast. The Government is showing
how, with one blow of the ýst, itcould smash opposition -
even though nothing warrants such a display of force.
Frightened men" have escalateglthe -situation beyond belief.
For the farce of fascism afmes from the cowardice and
fright of a ruling class.  

What they are preparing for - and preparing public opi'ru'on
for - is mass internment, on the some lines but a bigcr
scale, than yin" Northern;Ireland.I They have shown that they
can collect information; They are regularly collecting it.
They have shown they can amass the troops and police to
suppress the slightest rising of the British people. They
would not do this if they did not have something up their
sleeve. What they propose to do is fairly obvious: it is
kinternmentmore on the lines of Germany of Long
Kesh. Perhaps the concentration camps here will not de-
generate, 38 they did in Germany, into death camps. But

that the frightened men of the Government intend to round
up large sections of the population seems beyond dispute.
Qnly this can reassure the cowards of Whitehall or satisfy
the paranoia of the rhilitary and police complex. S

Already they have imposed measures on the country seem-
ingly beyond belief. They have sent it to bed early with the
curtailment of television; they have smacked every sacred cow
acrosss the rump - cars, TV, credit cards, employment. The
massive lock out of the economy - -the deliberate running-I
d_ownñof the economy to a three and two day week - is,
part and parcel of the same Government drive towards at
least a ñcoldò civil war. p

If it does not come to more than that it will befor only
one reason. The nation has surrendered in advanceI,'has
yielded at every point, and even if directed to the gas
chambers has demonstrated it would queueiup quietly and
at the correct time. It dares not challenge any sacriýce
the Government demands of it, because any challenge
immediately calls into question the sanctity of the State
itself;
It would be exaggerating to say this is ñtheò crisis of

capitalism. But the total failure of the old ñfree enterprise"
system to survive despite the mass dosage of state socialimn
ithas received makes it clear that British capitalism, at
least, will not be the same again. I

We were told, right up to the present crisis, how wonder-
ful everythingwas - of the great strides of the ñfree system" ,
of the fact that scarcities and shortages were things of the
past, that while there were cobwebs lurýng incorners (and
no shortage or mdustrious reformist brooms whenever they
could be found) the old class struggle was over.

Suddenly we ýnd that all the great achievements of cap-
italism apparently rested upon the whim of a few desert
sheikhs.ó The Arab-Israel war sped up the time of the crisis
but it would have come anyway. During the age of imperial-
ism the oilýelds could be occupied; now with the age of
rising nationalism the land on which the oilýrells.stoodIwas
ñtheilsò and the lucky rulers of those desert lands could
charge whatever they wanted either by way of cash or
political concessions, for there was no substitute for oil.

Most of them have not entered the capitalist era. The oil
gushes out without the need for an industrial proletariat."
The economy of many rests on sheer old-fashioned slavery.
Thseft is punished by the cutting off of hands; adultery by
death; beggars mutilate tlieirzselves to encourage the charit-
able; the most idiotic parts of the Koran are passed off as
(literally) IHo1y Writ. These are the regimes upon which
our enlightened capitalist democracies rely for their stable
economies; which are considered part of the ñThird World"
(one of the most stupidof post-war political expressions) and
upon whose institutions our progress depended.

We also depended, it would seem, on miners working their
days off, and once they stopped doing that the ñcountryò
was threatened. I

The capitalist press as usual compared the miners with the
nurses who are supposed never to strike; but note the
appositeness of the comparison. The actual and potential
nurseshaive -S by and large - entered into what is a complete,
lasting and national strike: because of the arduous nature
of the job and the small recompense, they simply do not
enter theprofession or leave it if they are already in. The
Government have solved that problem - as theydid that
existing in transport, in catering, in the public services, in
building and in many manufacturing industries - by immi-
gration. They could not solve the problem by immigration
in mining (though they tried at one time with Italian and
Polish miners). óHence the miners leave the industry and
when the decreasing number who stay cut their overtime, we
are in for a crisis. For so few peopl® in the country are
really engaged in useful work - as opposed to th_e spinning-
out of jobs tokeep the economy going - that a strþe by the
useful workers hits all the others.-
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