UNITY THEATRE: THE JUMP - ALFIO BERNABEI.

(April 5th - 27th
Fri, Sat, & Sun.)

It was certainly a watermark in the history of Unity Theatre
that it should show a play so intimately connectzed with the
anarchist movement as this one, concerned with the raurder
by police of anarchist railwayman Pinelli, secretary of the
Milan Anarchist Black Cross.

Unity went out of their way to get co-operation in the
staging from anarchist sources, which they acknowledge;
the cloven hoof of Marxism comes out clearly, but that
is entirely the author’s fault. Perhaps the better to build
up the innocence of Pinelli, which needs no such bush, he
brings in Tolstoy among the anarchist philosophers and shows
Pinelli an idealist under his influence — who deplores attacks
on the Establishment, and is concerned only to help political
prisoners. Our readers will know this is not exactly the
Black Cross line. ' |

It is shown clearly how the plot against Pinelli was built
up, and how his deliberate murder by the Fascist and
police collaboration helped the plot for a Fascist-Army
coup d’etat. But it is shameful hypocrisy on the part of
the Marxist author to put into Pinelli’s mouth the belief
that.the anarchists were being “used” and the entirely
Stalinist-inspired belief that because of this impending
coup d’etat, “We should cease anarchist activities”. The
German communists — the Italians too for that matter —

- suspended their revolutionary actions when they found that
reaction was brewing: but it is more than ever at such time
“anarchist activities” (and the author is specifically
referring to attacks on the State) are necessary. It is sig-
nificant that such activities did not cease and the coup
d‘etat did not come off.

Mr. Bernabei should go crawling back to Milan in peni-
tence for putting that remark into Pinelli’s mouth. He could
at least have given it to another character.

It is a pity he ruined the play that way, for as a presen-
tation of the manner in which the State massacre at Milan
was planned, and the Calabresi plot against the workers,
in which Pinelli fell, it was a first-class piece of work.

Aside from the pedantic way in which Anarchism was
shown as emanating from a few philosophers, and the
travesty of Pinelli’s background at home and work, the
incidents that led to Pinelli’s death are set out in clear
relief. |

The actors, of course, knocked a West End cast for six,
as is often the case at Unity. The actor who played Pinelli
was especially convincing, even to an audience that included
an anarchist railwayman and the secretary of the Black
Cross, though not in this instance the same person.

TYPESETTING :—

Black Flag’s typesetter is available for work
(justified or unjustified), at reasonable rates.
Speedy, very nice person and needs work to

“Typesetter’’, c/o, 83 A, Haverstock Hill,
London N.W.3. |

CORRECTION TO LAST ISSUE: It should have been made
clear that the publications available from us - Ruta and
Presencia (Libertarian Tribune) are in Spanish - Revista A is
in ltalian. The supplement to Cuadernos - The Spanish Liber-
tarian Movement - is also in Spanish and is £3.50 (not £4.00)

SHAPELESS ANARCHISM

Iit & book review in the Sunday Times (of Alternative
Realities, a study of ‘communes’ and their members)

the reviewer, Jeremy Brooks, says one can see “anarcho-
pacifism” as “‘the dominant thought of a generation”,
though thrown “out of focus by individual commitments —
to macrobiotics, mysticism, radical action”. What Jeremy
Brooks refers to as “anarcho-pacifism” is (as we have
mentioned many times) pure liberalism — in fact, such
pure liberalism that its political connotations were over-
looked by the political liberals. -

A new generation of political liberals is, in fact, picking
up the pieces. This liberalism, with its inevitable structure-
lessness, is sometimes referred to, either by way of denun-
ciation or enunciation, as “anarchism” but more often
qualified with a negativing adjective such as “pacifist
anarchism” to denote it is not the real thing. Brooks
grants this: “It may not have a shape that Herbert Read
or other thoughtful anarchists of the past would recognise”.
It does indeed not have a shape any thoughtful anarchist
of the past or present would recognise — but the juxta-
position of Herbert Read in that context makes one wonder
what leading place Jeremy Brooks gives to Herbert Read
in the exposition of anarchism. He was a brilliant critic,
art historian and so forth: but, while he was an anarchist
for a few years (by a few, one means a few) this hardly
qualified him for this kind of reverential reference.

Jeremy needs to do his homework before he writes in
public again. But his entry does not qualify him for the
award of Idiot of the Month. For that we must go to
G.L.C., leader, Mr. Iitydd Harrington, who — deploring
the theft of the Vermeer painting — said it was a dreadful
thing if the threat to burn it was carried out. *It is such
an anarchistic thing to do,” said psuedo-socialist
Harrington (who knows as much about such things as
he does of Vermeer).

If Brooks and Harrington ever got together there would
be considerable concern as to what happened to the

‘art treasures of the Victoria and Albert Museum when

they were under the control of an anarchist curator,
Herbert Read.

Prize for Idiot of the Month to Iltydd Harrington
G.L.C: The ashes of Labour Party socialism as an ideology.
Not originally a masterpiece.

The second part of the article on Anarchist Crganisation
and the Workers Clubs has been held over until next
issue.

* ANARCHIST CINEMA

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th of APRIL.

NAZARIN by Luis Bunuel (Mexico 1958 - Spanish
dialogue - English sub-titles.)

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th of MAY.

PRAISE MARX AND PASS THE AMMUNITION by
Maurice Hatton (U.K. 1969).

Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th of MAY.

VIRIDIANA by Luis Bunuel (Spain/Mexico 1961 —
Spanish dialogue - English sub-titles).

At CENTRO IBERICO at 7.30.PM

3¢ 3 e e ok o o ok ok ok ok 3k ok ok ok ok ok ok s ke sk sk sk sk sk ok

83A Haverstock Hill, London NW.3. — side entrance by
Steele’s Road - tube Chalk Farm/Belsize Park - Buses 31
& 68 (Chalk Farm stop).
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