
 ñTHE SUAREZ cases
ñAn obscure mysteryò. This headline from lôAurore of
May 24th concisely sums up the affair of the kidnapping of
Balthasar Suarez last month, and the events following his
liberation, inasmuch as it is possible to piece together these
events from the press and the police ýles.

Even though on the 22nd May everything seemed clear:
both police and press were unanimous in declaring the nine
arrested to be: ñthe kidnappers of Blathasar Suarezò. Not
a detail was missing; in fact ñthey were followed at every
step by the policeò (lôHurnanite, May 24th). ñA ýne catchò,
crowed the Parisien Libere of May 23rd, and ópublic opinionô
heaved a sigh of relief in gratitude to the police. The director
of the judiciary police in Paris explained with evident self-
satisfaction: ñthe kidnappers of Mr. Suarez were known to
thepolice even before they struckò (France Soir, May 24th).
Concluded the commentators: ñThe Spanish Anarchist
Groups, infiltrated by the police, seem likely to break upò.
(France Soir, May 25th).

However, only two days later the ócommando of kidnappersô
(France Soir, May 25th) had turned into mere ópathetic
supernumerariesô (lôAurore, 25-26th May). A police operation
having covered half of France, begun as we are told in April
under the direction of commissioner Ottavioli, head of the
Crime Squad, seems to have served more to fabricate big
headlines in the papers rather than to establish any proofs.
And as lôAurore pointed out as early as May 24th (!) ñif the
police had in fact identiýed and located the kidnappers, would
they have let C.M. Vadrot meet the banker with them?ò

What are the accusationsó? Against ýve out of the nine
(Octavio Alberola, Ariane Gransac-Sadori, Jean Helen Weir
arrested in Avigron; George Riviere and Annie Plazen,
arrested in Toulouse), receiving a large sum of money;
2,500,000 francs (approx. Ã250,000) in cash found in
Avignon, and 680,000 francs (approx Ã68,000) at Peyriac
(in the Aude region), in the house of Riviereôs friends. The
former five maintain that they didnôt know what was in the
bags they had been given. As for Riviereôs friends, Pierre
Guibert and Daniele Haas, they are apparently guilty of
having allowed friends into their home.

But most important of all is the question where did
those three million-odd francs, óthe ransom recoveredô
(lóHumanite, May 23rd) come from? Thus we have seven
people convicted of receiving money which has not been
proved stolen or extorted from anyone at all. As if this were
not enough, the smae charges are leveled against Anne and
Lucia Uturbia, arrested in Paris, in whose þat nothing sus-
picious has yet been found -ð only that óthey seem to be at
the centre of this affair.ô (France Soir, May 24th).

All these contradictions are only reþections of a much
deeper one: so as to stiþe a political action, the authorities
emphasise the ñsordidò aspects, of ñpure gangsterismò
(France Soir, May 6th) of the affair. The family and col-
leagues of Suarez insist on his ñapoliticalò nature. The
authorities pretend that the kidnappers didnôt make known
their ñpoliticalò demands. ñNeverthelessò, remarked;
lôHumanite on 6th May, ñthe presence of Spanish police
agents, specialists in political affairs, working side by side
with the French agencies, seems to refute the theory of a
mere act of stupid gangsterismò.

ñdangerous desperadoò (France Soir, 25th May); ña man
who governments prefer to see on the other side of their
frontiers, because they can always expect him to be hatching
some bad plot or other.ò (lôAurore, May 6th).  

Arrested in France and expelled on the 19th April, Alberola
had in fact returned without asking permission from the
authorities, who had used him as an opportunity to make a
goodwill gesture toward Francoôs regime. Alberola knew
Lucio Uturbia, a Spanish political refugee like himself. The
Uturbias have been pictured as receivers and link-up connec-
tions. Chantel and Arnaud Chastel committed the crime of
knowing the Uturbias, which made it possible to accuse them
of having allowed Suarez to be sequestrated in their flat; this
on the strength of a telephone number and a grotesque
statement by the banker himself, who claimed to recognise
the þat by the ófeelô of the entrance ramp and . . . . the
sound of the street!

For the ýrst seven people charged, contradictory proofs,
for the other four, none at all. And no-one should be sur-
prised at the attempts made to transform what is obviously
a politi.cal affair into a simple crime: this avoids the risk of
a mobilisation of the French Left -ð- eternþly and sentimen-
tally anti-Franco -- which would dc-mask the ever more
intimate collaboration that goes on between the French and
Spanish authorities.

Furthermore, it is evident that a regime based totally on
the cult of Money, Law and Order, must repress with the
same energy banditry, terrorism and subversion in all
domains. To quote Mr. Lecanuet, symbol of the ónew
enlarged presidential majorityô, ña ýrm but humane
justice; in particular, I will come down hard on anything
concerning drugs, violence, kidnapping and the taking of
hostages.ò (Le Monde, June 12th).

The fact of their being libertarian militants, or else
Spanish refugees in France, has been the only pretext for
the arrest of these people. Others have received strange
óvisitsô, connected in fact with veritable secret perquisitions:
the Suarezôs ósumptious þatô was not the only place visited
by the Spanish Security Police. t
It is time to denounce the repression of French libertarian
circles by the Spanish and French police, to denounce the
system which offers up Alberola and other imprisoned
comrades as gifts of óentente cordialeô to the regime which
murdered Puig Antich and so many other militant workers;
to demand the end of this masquerade of rigged justice and
the liberation of our eleven comrades.
THE SITUATION AT PRESENT

The Juge dôInstruction has now gone on lrtoliday, as have
most of the lawyers, and no immediate developments are
expected until after the summer break.

The British Black Cross have orgarrised legal support for the
arrested comrades and a legal adviser briefed by us and in
conjunction with the French defence team will attend the
tiral. He will be particularly involved in the defence of lean
Weir but he will also act on behalf of the entire defence
team. A Belgian lawyer will also be part of the defence team.

The British Black Cross urgently request that all Black
Cross groups throughout Europe ð and elsewhere attempt
to send a legal observer to the tiral which is exper:ted to
begn in October.
Women:
Ariane Gransac-Sadori, Jean; Helen óJ-_feir,, Arrrre ôUr"tubr"iat,

Before Agence France Presse received the ýrst communique Annie Plazon, Daniele Haas, Chantel Chastel:-~s
from the International Groups of Revolutionary Action (GARI) Fleury Merogis, 9 avenue des Peupliers, óF31 00
claiming responsibility for the kidnapping, we had already Genevieve des Bois, France.
been told, thanks to the attention of the Director-General of Men:
Security in Madrid, that it was an action of the anarchist
group called óPrimero de Mayoô (Journal de Dimanche, 5th
May). And the press gave chase to Octavio Alberola, a

Octavio Alberola Surinach, Lucio Urtubia, Pierre Gtllirert,
George Riviere, Arnaud Chastel:ð
l, avenue de la Division Leclerc, 94261 if-iresrres, France.
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ANARCHO QUIZ ó.1 t  j
1. What remains of the many ultra-Protestant sects that

Ranters, Dippers, B6lIII'l6Il_lSl_S etc.,. etc., all revolutionary
withiiri thesights of the day? '_ S =

1 - ' ô| I

~_ The (London Rothscliildbankers made their original
fortuhe Witha couple of birds and an onion. How was
this tjypical capitalist coup brought off?
3. What was (and. remains of) the óBerlin Internationalô?

I _ _ _ -

What did William Morris (in óNews from Nowhereô) see
as thci prelude to the free socialist society?

I . .
-I

G5.ó W. English political movement (introduced here by
an Ar tiglo-Catholic clergyman) realised it would be fatal to
be cc inýned to a (few middle-class people and therefore
impo rtedits leaders and óstaffô from South Africa, a
country where they found their activity óredundantô at
the trtmeó? I t ~   A
. - ' S answers on page 15

student revolt has proved to be an incubation period, producing a new goruping and assessment, not only confined to students,
but workers and bourgeois intellectuals as well. , f -

sprang up during the Englishô "Civil War ð Traskites, Shakers,

1-

Reviewing the present poýtion on the Continent observers are inclined to draw a rather pessimistic picture according to which
the old traditional fngrnents of anarehkt orpnkations have stagiated and a new vital movement is practically non-existent.

If the vitality and strength of a movement is to be judged by megaphoned slogan chanting under directives of an organising
elite, backed by political legitimacy and the prestige of a slick publicity machine, then of course the anarchist may be counted
out.

But this sort of survey is superýcial. There are several groups of young anarchists who have replaced the old seasoned com-
rades and who are displaying a vigorous skill in coping with an entirely new economical and political situation.

The most important and seemingly overlooked phenomenon is that the phase of digesting the impression of the abortive

As wastage we may count the multitude of students who joined the revolt and after the setback drifted back into passivity,
drug addiction or occultism. Faced with grim reality romantic sentimentalisrn made way to matter of fact existentialism. The
essential idea of the libertarian Spartacists to combine the efforts of social revolutionary groups on common ground in mutual
consent, is being put into working practise without loud proclamation. t q

The initiative has shifted from outspoken political groups to groups of the óBlack Crossô with no other programme but that
of actions of solidarity with victims of class justice.

Prison appears today, in the imagination of many people belonging to any of the different classes, as incarnation of the (State.
Police States imprint upon the minds of most people the objectionable picture of modern barbarism at work. In the charters
and constitutions of its democratic countries and bodies such as the United Nations, it has been cxpressively proclaimed that no
citizen should be deprived of the human right to personal freedom. Only the law, installed for the protection of the individua.lôs
freedom, was given power to take it away from him, if evidence was produced, that he interfered with the freedom of others.

But people have learned by bitter experiences, that the ñprotective weapon of the law" can be turned at random against them.
Prisons today represent social systems stripped of slick moralisations for the denial of freedom. Wherever they become a ..

symbol of power at the highest level of destructive potency directed against human beings, planning the useof modern tech-
nique and science to violate human dignity and break self-defensive resistance, people take a stand and identify themselves with
the imprisoned and in proportion to the destructive power of the State, exercised in its laws a natural reaction of counter-
destructiveness comes into being. The logical consequence in opposition to a law, that in the name of justice commits crime
unlimited, can only be action aiming at total abolition. As the State will persistently ignore demands and ð- with pressure of
demonstrations -ð must apply repression, it bears the moral responsibility for any desperate act of violence on the part of
campaigners for liberation, such as the storming of prisons, dynamiting of law administration offices and kidnapping of VIPs
taken as hostages. 0

One may question these actions on the grounds that they were inopportune or ill designed and carried out, or object to any
organised action and express the view, that only spontaneous actions of the people in general revolt are justiýed, that is beside
the point, as it does not in the least minimise the moral responsibility of the State, since any action to the abuse of justice
produces a backlash of equally violent rejection. I p

In the anti-prison movement of the Black Cross there is no division on this point resulting in factional frictions. The spirit of
solidarity extended to those whose suffer most under intolerable physical and mental stress of the present prison system,
deepens the libertarian sense and promotes a fraternity among all participants in the struggle. s

The natural response of mutual aid is a basic function of any socially conscious man, which makes him rebel and distin- .
guishes him from the citizen, who confers by vote power to a government and then objects by reason of humanitarian, ethical,
religous or democratic principles.

In the beginning of Labourôs emancipation revolutionaries focused their attention on the exploited proletarian. Today the
prisoner is the most victimised person deserving attention and aid.

The social revolutionary regards the endeavour of humanitarians to ease the lot of prisoners as an auxillary drive, aiming
merely at prison reforms. The true revolutionary aims at the undermining of authority of any set of people restricting the
liberty of others and the destruction of States maintaining jails.

He does not fall in with the cry for exclusive liberation of political prisoners, but insists that all prisoners are political
prisoners, because the political system, due to tis unjust social structure, produces privileged classes and subsequently a class of
underprivileged, whom it must force into line by means of deterent and corrective laws and jails.

ñBlack Crossò groups have mushroomed in almost every country. The need to improve contact between the groups for
mutual assistance has been felt generally and the benefit from free association is being realised. -

The setting-up of a vehicle for distributing information has been suggested, whereby every group puts out mailings to all other
participating groups. If one 1q_cality is in urgent need of assistance they could issue a call for co-ordination demonstrations, fund
raising etc. As these calls would not be directives from a centralised body, but an appeal to comrades involved in the common
struggle against the same class enemy, much of the duplicating, mailing work and expenses would be reduced by instituting a S
Syndicate for the purpose of circulating information and appeals submitted for worldwide distribution, thereby promoting ó
communication and assistance on common projects. A

The ñBlack Flagò group, London welcomes this suggestion coming from the ñAnarchist Black Crossò , Chicago, and is in
favour of a conference of continental ñBlack Crossò groups extending the invitation to the various Anarchist and." a_nti-autliori-
tarian groups in Europe. -

Steps have been taken by the London ñBlack Flagò group to build up an archive of international propaganda output, (maga-
zines, leaþets, etc) accessible to comrades from abroad visiting London. A German language centre operates next to the Centro
Iberico, establishing closer contacts with Anarchists abroad. Increased exchange of information and news is developing. '

The ñBlack Flagò group intends to provide space in the ñBlack Flag" magazine for intemational group announcements and
proposes to publish and circulate special communications to groups abroad provided this effort ýnds the necessary co-operative
assistance. 3














