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We promised some time ago to bring out a series of posters beginning with one on Zapata. In fact we have been delayed. in this pr0- l
ject till now but have now produced the ýrst of the posters. Zapata will come later -- the ýrst in the series is on the theme
GREAT ARE ONLY GREAT BECAUSE WE ARE ON OUR KNEES and is an interpretation by ltalran anarchlst artrst Flavro
Costantini of the ñpyramidò of authoritarian society. It is in colour, laminated and will make a superb present for the Yuletide
SBEISOII.
The International Libertarian Centre - apart from being the one social meeting place of anarchists in London ð- has played a valuable
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part in building the movement in Spain and Portugal by Centro Iberico meetings building contacts in the peninsula, and by the
organised lessons in offset printing ð as well as ñsidelinesò like ýnding jobs and places to stay for many who had to leave suddenly
(plus organising hospitality for girl students coming here for abortions). The joint fund for prisoners and resistance has been
extremely valuable in several countries. A good sale of these posters at the present-giving season Will grve us a boost on both.
(The second in the series will be óSabateô ð- the third óZapataô.) ..
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The posters will be published by'Cienfuegos Press for the Anarchist Black Cross and proýts will be devoted to the deýcit on our
London Centre, and to our Prisoners .Resistance Fund. No. it is now ready -- Ã1. (USA -- $ 2.40) post free (rn tube). From
Bill Poster, c/0 Cienfuegos~Press, 83a, Haverstock Hill, London NW3.
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PARIS ll DEFENCE COMMITTEE- Eight released,
three still inside! Sat. Nov. 16th - the Committee
will be holding a picket outside the offices of AIR
FRANCE at the comer of New Bond St. and Piccadilly-
BE THERE!

Meetings CENTRO IBERICO and of INTERNATIONAL
LIBERTARIAN CENTRE at 83a Havcrstock Hill, London
NW.3 (entrance 2nd door ð Steeleôs Road) nearest tube
Chalk Farm - Saturdays and Sundays 7.30.p.m.

RAGS WANTED for our printshop; records (LP) for disco
at centre; any scrap to raise funds useful, also jumble for
next sale.
We must be careful about these appeals. We wanted an
electric kettle for our centre and have plenty of causes
to send the saved money to . . . honest, that's the reason we
suggested some people might send trading stamps. The
Observer refers to Black Flag appealing for ñPink, Green
and even Co-op stamps to help it along . . . .ò Honest we óre
not as desperately off as that sounds. . . . But we could do
with scrap (clean rags for the printshop), jumble (for
political prisoners) and as Black Flag is building up its own

i i ó --- --ð- "In- 

State of the nation as at Oct. 4th

Black Flag deýcit c/fwd 75. 24
Printing costs 148. 70
Paper 24. 00
Stationery 13. 95
Postage 39. 50

Moderation ls The Message .
Commenting on ñtalkò from the Right Wing ñof what should óOut of the mouths of babes and childrenô . . . the saying
be done if a general strike, 01' the eetieh ef e $h'eteB1e3hY goes. In its appeal for moderation the Observer clearlycharts
placed umon, paralysed the country", the Observer (25-8-74) the Qgufge capitalism must take to ensure its survival,
told its readers: Murray, Jones and the other Trade Union bureaucrats need

Literature bt. __3.__5_Q_ 309. 89 ò - - - 11111Âh 0111115 talk 15 dahgerehs hÁ11$e11$e- D311Be1'Á11$ no prompting to work hand-in-glove with the Government

Sales & subs 97. 36
donations* 66. 31 163. 67

deýcit. . . Ã146. 22

"' donations
SB 15p, LS 90p, Ã2.30, 33p, Adam Ã5, LD 50p, GF Ã1, JT Ã2
MS Ã3.50, RB Ã1.15; (N. Ireland) JT Ã2; (California) AR $100ô
=Ã42.75; Tchus Ã2.53 Printworker Ã, .70 (Sweden) 50p.

The Libertarian Centre y
deýcit c/fwd 343. 56 ô
Rents pd 121. 32
phone 17.19
various 1 1. 20

"~ 493. 27
subrents &c 129. 21
collections 4. 03 133. 24

deýcit. . . Ã360. 03
Prisoners]Resistance Fund

i/hand 27. 18
SB Ã2.50; LD Ã5; SB Ã3; AR Ã3; PR Ã5;
MS Ã, ; Norwich An. Grp. Ã6 _2_5_-_è_Ä_Q__

S2. 68
To ñPans Prisonersò Committee Ã15; Spain Ã14; g
Mme. G Ã15 _S.ÄJ)Q.

credit..... 7.68

LEICESTER: Black Flag Bookshop, 1 Wilne Street: anarchist
literature.

LIBERTARIANS and Library Users: Make sure that your
public library stocks anarchist literature (properly referenced
and catalogued - many have two references ñAnarchismò
and ñAnarchist Socialism" and the former has been known
to have some bizarre entries). In particular, see they get the
new Cienfuegos Press publication out next month: MAN!
AN ANARCI-IIST ANTHOLOGY. Edited by Marcus Graham.

ANYONE INTERESTED in producing a Libertarian Spastics
journal contact D. Barnsdale, 5 Cadogan Road, Surbiton,
Surrey.

ANARCHO-QUIZ

1. What force did the Government of the day use to repel
the invasion of London by the Red Army in the l920ôsó?
2. What anarchist painter is buried in the grounds of the
quiet lakeside church of Ambleside once attended by William
Wordsworth?

3. Why ñThirdò Reich; ñFourthò International; ñFifthò
Columnist?
4.. This year is the hundredth anniversary of one of the most

-~ important battles of workin class histo ði ored b8 TY 811 Y
most historians because overshadowed (undeservedly) by

because it is about para-military training of various kinds
by unauthorised civilians ð and because this is precisely

against their union members. Their opposition to the Tories
was more a case of sit down youôre rocking the boat than

the kind ef 1h1'eþ1 that W111 P111 the 1'eòÁh111Á11e1ô1e$ 111 Power _ anything else. The difference between the ýre-breathing
in the unions and unite the working class of this country
behind them.ò

The Observer obviously has no wish to see ñunauthorised
civiliansò given guns. Is it because they have not been
authorised to use them or maybe because they are civilians?

Right and the concilitory middle-of-the-roaders is only that the
latter are less open about their intentions; they are no less
dangerous to the working class. Their moderation extends
only to calling for everyone elses.

When their appeals to ñreasonò and ñmoderationò fail these
The órule of lawô is held up by the State as an absolute. If any- same moderates will be the ýrst to pull the trigger: legally,
one starts shooting people they have to do it legally, they
have to keep to the rules. Therefore only those sanctioned
by the rule makers, the State, can be considered lawful. Only
authorised violence is allowed by the State. If you give guns
to civilians (gaspó), why anything might happen! Not being
totally controlled, or conditioned to follow orders without
question like regular (ie. authorised) soldiers, there is always
the lurking danger that those issued with guns might turn
them against the order givers ð as was the case with the
Russian conscript army of 1917 ð- or, like many members of
the French and Spanish resistance movements, hang onto
them for future use. Civilians, especially unauthorised ones,
are too much of an unknown quantity to be given guns in
the eyes of the State.

It is not just that the Observer holds a grudge against armed
civilians. It also recognises, unlike its fascist friends, that the
continued existence of capitalism is best served by avoiding,
whenever possible, head-on class conþicts of the sort arising
from armed threats directed at the working class. The more
imaginative members of the ruling class have learnt the lesson
of history ð that in such open class struggles they will be on
the sloosingsside -- and now ýnd it safer to maintain their
power by resort to reforms and deception.

Instead of crudely bashing strikers a la Kitson at every
opportunity, the ruling class now bringsthe weapons of
ómoderationô and ónational interestô into play.

The thugs and strike breakers of the Rightsô óprivate armiesô
may indeed be used when all else fails to maintain the órule
of lawô but at the moment the fascists are an accute embar-
assment to the State. They draw attention to the real align-
ment of class forces ð- just as Nixon brought unwanted pub-
lie scrutiny on the American political system. And, just as
Nixon was disavowed by the American State as a scapegoat
for its own actions, so the óprivate armiesô in Britain will be
disavowed (publically at least). Even within the National
Front an attempt is being made to conceal its fascist nature
behind a patriotic veil whilst the unsavoury parts of its
leaders Webster and Tyndall are passed off as youthful indis-
cretions. .

Realising that such open class struggle preceeds capitalismôs
downfall the Observer asks:

ñAre the Tories now going to make the fatal mistake that
Stanley Baldwin preventedñ them making in 1926 -- when
Churchill and others lost working class respect by behaving
asif to ce could be used against working people. . . ó?

At its simplest this attitude among Tories would soon
produce a far larger óprivate armyô of the left -- and we
would be left with a choice between Communism and
Fascism. Britain managed to avoid these extremes in the

. the Paris Commune Whichó, thirties, when Italy, Germany, Spain and others did not.
' d d ' ' f d d d h k ' '1n epen ent pnnt umt un s are nee e ð ow can one ma e ñ _ H _ 1 _ It was done by the Tories remaining genuine moderates;
it dramatic enough to galvanise our readers but not so 5- whetþeehheets ñ_óÁh}e"m I-*Á"Á ñnth the ñW0 ññÁña"Y this enabled moderation to Survive in Labour and the
dramatic as to make the Sundays? (We never got any trading anthem 511813119 Ame - unions. Will our present Tory leaders do the'same?ò Tô'3 -Jó ó*5ô
stamps either). answers on page ls
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having ýrst granted themselves permission. Thev criticise the
óextremeô Right, not for being opposed to working class
interests, but for showing it!

But whether or not the ýrst bullets directed at the working
class come from the guns of óprivateô or legally recognised
armies, the question arises, how many of us are ready to meet
the violence of the State when it comes?

Our friends on the Marxist left expose every act of armed
resistance to the State to the most savage criticism and con-
demnation. Any real blow against capitalism is invariably
tagged óprematureô or óadventuristô. Unfortunately the
fascists which the boot-boys of l.S. and I.M.G. chase round
the side streets of London on Saturday afternoons have no such
qualms about using guns. As their campaign of street con-
frontation with fascists intensiýes, the Marxists will discover
the hard way that their adversaries are armed with more than
pointed flag poles. When the fascists start shooting and
bombing (as they do already in Italy and Spain) it willbe
too late to exchange dialectical zeal for machine guns.

How many more shotgun blasts through the windows of
anti-fascist meeting places will take place before people
realise that the day that revolution actually breaks out will
be too late to begin arming the workers?

The Observer has good reason to discourage the formation
of óprivate armiesô. Our Marxist friends will only be forced
out of their singular faith in Kung-Fu lessons by the óprivate
armiesô, so feared by this bourgeois Sunday paper, actually
taking the armed initiative themselves. But the State (as
clearly recognised by the Observer) prefers to put its trust
in its own model army.

When it can no longer hide behind its screen of ómoderationô
the State will send its soldiers out onto the streets and into
the factories without hesitation. If the revolutionary move-
ment is not going to be caught defenceless at the certain cost
of the lives of its best militants, then ómoderationô amongst
its own ranks must be replaced by more practical weapons.

Phil Ruff.
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