ARGENTINA

True to general form as regards Argentina, where the press
reports attacks by Tupamarog but never action by Peron-

istas, there has been a persistent report of “guerilla” attacks

around Cordoba on a “military factory”. But what is the
“military factory” producing? |

It now appears that the Government factory in Cordoba
is building a series of aircraft called the Pucara which are
almost totally useless in warfare. They are twin turbo
prop machines with-a short take on which have no place
in modern war, but are highly relevant to ‘“‘anti-guerrilla
action” as shooting down the people is now called.

They have cannon and machine gun, with attachment
points for air-to-ground rockets and bombs, with an acute
diving speed. They could not measure up to enemy air-
craft. But they are fantastically useful in vicious attacks
on an unarmed or only partially armed people.

The first customer lined up is the South African
Government. No psychological equipment or extra-sensory
process has been found that could be fixed to the Pucara
to enable it to distinguish between people with views oppo-
sed to the Government and those who agree with it, or
acquiesce in its domination. If such a thing were possible,
it would lessen its effectiveness.

* #* *

Draco Jenkins

As we go to press Mr. Roy Jenkins is planning “draconian”

measures against ‘“the IRA and other organisations” like
all repressive measures in England it is said to be tem-
porary and is probably intended for the next century.

We take this opportunity of reiterating that up to the
present time there is no ban and no legal objection to
the possession of libertarian socialist views nor has the
Honie Secretary yet admitted that there may be. If such
measure: are ever taken, if they ever can be, and if they
are ever. deemed necessary they will need to be given the
force or law.

At present anarchism has been an integral part of the
British working class movement for nearly a century and a
half. Anarchist views have been regularly publicised and
anarchist activities freely held constantly for over a cen-
tury. The belief amongst many ignorant and politically
illiterate police constables that aparchism is in some way
illegal, or that the possession of a journal such as this
is the mark of the commission of a crime, is totally
erroneous. The seizure of .this paper — in whatever
province and however backward the local constabulary
without a proper receipt, constitutes theft.

We already have many complaints that local beat-
pounders do not understand this. Legislation against the
IRA may make some police all the more believe that
authoritarian prejudices taken from their Conservative
Association or National Front branches have already
the force of law, whether this is so or not, and that anar-
chism — libertarian socialism — is by its nature criminal
intent. Readers may care to bring these few paragraphs
to their notice.
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Letter from Spain:
POLITICAL PANIC AND AMERICAN INTERESTS.

Franco is going to croak any day, finally, and everybody
knows it. Nobody gives one single peseta any more for
his life.

The bourgeoisie, who supported him in his war against
the people, is now in sheer panic. Only some 15 years
ago, the pass-word amongst them all was to have been
“life-long right-winger” — today_only a small bunch of
fanatic madmen do not disguise themselves as left-wing in
some way or other. The Church underlines once and
again every day how repentant she is for her complicity

with the old pirate. The rats have already abandoned the

ship, and now they are even screeching out that they do
not have anything to do with it. After the last Cabinet
crisis, nobody wants to occupy the seats left by ministers,
general-directors, etc. For the first time in the history

of Spain since 1939.

Maybe the people are not any more as “politically
castrated” as they were, and how mercilessly, in 1939.
Maybe the people are not any more as “politically indif-
ferent” as the bourgeoisie has been pretending all these
last years — but only waiting in silence for their moment
to come finally. And maybe everybody is realising it just
in this very moment.

The rats have already gone, but the crew around the
pirate are still on board, — they know that there is even
less salvation for them once off the sinking ship. And
maybe they are going to try a last, desperate, criminal
plax for their survival: In and out or all nis last flutter-
ings aound the Middle East, Kissinger lands every single
time in Barajas or Torrejon airports — “technical bases™.
And in every single one these “technical bases™, he is
holding interviews with all the eminent lieutenants of the
old pirate, one after the other.

“American interests”’: The fantastically powerful
American bases in Spain can be turned in a few hours
into a perfectly sufficient base of an invincible (for the
time being) occupation army.

After all, the glorious Spanish army enjoys already a
solid tradition of selling out the whole country to the
most powerful buyer, in order to survive itself as his,
still glorious arse-licker.

Liberto Miguel.
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NATIONALISM AND VULTURES

The swiftness of right wing authoritarians to follow up the
Birmingham bombings with the demand that the country
now wants what the right-wing authoritarians have always

wanted prompts the cynical reflection that it is an ill

wind that blows nobody any good . . . to avoid the
slanderous and uncharitable question who profits

Reaction to the bombings by the IRA is exactly what
was planned. The Provos want to provoke anti-Irish
feeling precisely because they live on anti-English feeling,
and one cannot exist without the other. The indiscrimin-
ate nature of the bombings — the personal tragedies of
the people caught up in senseless pub bombings — pro-
vokes genuine reactions of horror. But the reactions are
skilfully exploited. The pornc-dailies Sun and Mirror

scream that something must be done and this must stop

because they imitate Hitler’s skill at oratory, which was
not to say what you necessarily wanted to succeed, but
to say what you felt people were thinking — this gave

you the support to do what you wanted.

The public could live with this sort of thing as long

it was far away in the colonies: it could especially
live with State repression and State massacre however
much it objected to terrorists hitting back at soldiers. It
even managed to bear the fact that all but civil war had
come to British cities, since they were on an offshore
island. But the Provos brought the bombing war to the
mainland cities. (Or — who knows — perhaps it was
authoritarian forces more sinister than the Provos who
did this. We are not allowed to know what Special
Branch or the Intelligence Forces are up to. We know
they penetrate the Provos. We are not allowed to know
to what degree they direct strategy).

Used to State control, the people immediately hit or
distressed by the attacks call on the State. Somebody
should do something. The IRA should be banned. The

Irish should be sent home. The death penalty should be
brought back. The police should have more powers. All
the authoritarian cries come out because the public in the
face of senseless violence and tragedy in its midst, cries
to Big Mum like a child crying in the dark. It looks to
authority for reassurance and comfort. The wicked will
be punished. The good have died in a great cause. Have
no fears and sleep on. That which disturbs and discom-
forts in such moments is the voice that says that Mum is
lying: that the police have enough powers and can
(literally) get away with murder if they want to. That
nationalism is a load of rubbish and the good have died
for nothing on both sides . . . that vigorous penalties
cannot silence that which authority has called into being
and much more radical action is needed.

The fact that these murders are ILLEGAL whereas
normally murders for Church State and Nationality are
LEGAL underlines the stupidity of the bombings. That
is why so many authoritarian propagandists are anxious
at such time to blame “anarchists”. It is a far cry from
anarchist attacks on specific tyrants to the indiscriminate
bombing of a pub. But it is not a far cry at all from
the ILLEGAL indiscriminate bombing of a pub — because
the IRA hasn’t got a Republic of its own — to the
LEGAL indiscriminate bombing of a pub, if the IRA
were a legal entity like the Royal Air Force, as success
to its arms and that alone would make it.

Those who blame. “the Irish” and attack Irish workers
in a factory should ask themselves a plain fact: Would
they themselves — if they thought it was for “England”
— perpetrate such acts of violence? Those who have done

far worse are the greater in their condemnation of what
others think they are doing ““for Ireland”.

























