" Historians who follow the traditional method, and believe in the

direct participation of the divinity in humgn affairs, find the
cause of an historical event in the expressed will of the people
who have the power, but this conclusion is not confirmed by
reason or experience. Reason shows that the expressed will of

a historical personage -—— his words -—— forms but a part of
the general activity that leads to such and such an event, say

a war or revolution. Since we do not recognise the existence

of a supernatural and miraculous force, we cannot possibly
believe that the words of any person will result in the movement
of millions of men. If we admit that words can be the cause

of an event, history teaches us that on many occasions the will,
of historical personages has been expressed without any ...
effect whatsoever, their orders disobeyed, and events brought

to pass in direct opposition to their wishes. Unless we believe
that divinity has any part in human affairs, we cannot regard
power as the cause of historical events. Power, experience
teacheé us, 1is simply the relation that exists between the
expressed will of a historical personage and the accomplishment

of that will by others."

- L., Tolstoy.
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For the release of

all political prisonerssj

the relief of class war victims;

and the overthrow of tyranny everywhere.
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to all who consider themselves to be "

revolutionaries

s wers c'. ‘cious that when we began the work of the
ANAPCHIST BTACXZ CROSS once more that we were tackling ax
immense taslk® wc have to face innumerable problems all over
ths world and are obliged to try and specialise on particular
issues. "Amnssty" already exists to help those imprisoned
for consciense's saks or unjustly detained for their opihiens.
(Though we ask supporters of Amnesty and the NCCL to look into
ths cage £ Al-n Barlow now in prison and refused bail solely

because a I ..o- officer disliked his expressed opinions)s

Our aim has been twofolds <o help political prisoners,
especially ii: Franco's Spdin, who had fought to resist the
Pranco dictatorships; and to help the work of the RéSistance
Movement in Spain. We now realise that many, especially
pacifists and humanitarians, who would have gsupported the
former aim, rave been reluctant 0 assist us because of the
fear that fu.ilo would be used to assist the "violent"
Rosistance.  For this reason we are dividing our work, and
this decentralisation will help us to. fut out overhead
costs of postag> etes which beoome cripplings it will also
show wider solicarity and emable parcels to get through.

In future we ask all sympathisers with those suffering
in Spanish prisons to send parcels direct to Spain. (Elsewhere
in this issuc we give details of how to do soj current
addresses may e had from us): . We want to avoid becoming a
"charity"s e. rybody fnows charities are rackets, anyway. Send
parcels direc:. from individual$ and groupsy and let the . .
prisoners inow that they are net forgotten, Iven our Quaker
friends will aémit that those suffering ten or twenty years in
Spanish pris ms for their resistance %o Franco are not less
worthy of sv port than those in prison merely by accldent; who
happen to ha' : offended the dictatorship without doing anything
about ity or 1ose convicted of oriminal offences, whp were in
it for the carz. I'myself was very grateful for a siraam of
parcels whi~" ~ame to me Aurimggthree yoars in a Spanish jail,

as a rvesult c: -ide publisity whieh has not been given to many
Resistance 4 ~hters,orbside Spain” 3 solely deCalme &Lheoy were
Spaniards. ‘narchists, socimdifis, Peking-line commumists, and’

Basques, sharc theif’fqbd?and’meatgé£3§arbels,frdm_ohfsidégiin

o prisoners’ commune. . There need W no ‘sectarianism in sending

aid and gwucocour to the victigs of Frenca's penal laws, running

‘. .

the gamut from left cathalic to angroas-ayndicalist (but excluding "

Christian D~rerats, Moscow-liners and tissident Falangists, who
are not in tho commime)s .. il {Coptinued on page 3).
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(Continued from page 2).
A special appeal

S0 far as the work of resistance to Franco is concerned, we are asking
friends and sympathisers to help us send material aid to the activist groups.
With this issue we arc launching a special fund to enable us to finance
directly the task of resistance against Franco. We have received many
requests from militant groups, which we have been unablc to do anything about;
since up toO now our funds have bcen low and ecarmarked for a special
PUrposce. From now on, we ask our rcaders to take over thec job of scnding
aid 4o prisoncrss and such aid, coming locally, is more likecly to get
through and shows widcr solidarity. The funds that we rececive will go
directly to actively supporting the groups that inside Spain and scattcred
clsewherc arc about to makc the breakthrough in the overthrow of the regime.
The coming months are critical. Every open act of militant defiancc now 1is
a crack in the rcgime of the aging dictator. The issuc now is no longcer
whether Franco CAN be overthrown, for what kceps him in power is solely the
divided opinions as to what will happen nocxt. The issuc is ¢ WHAT WILL
FOLLOW ? Will it bc a continuation of thc dictatorship, perhaps in a worse
form, pergaps undecr another party? Or will there bc a breakthrough of the
revolutionary forces? Every blow that is struck now against the Franco
rogime is a nail in its coffin, and also a warning to the next aspirant

for power.

The Resistanco Movement lacks cverything. It has no mcans of ‘
collccting subscriptionssy it cannot pass round the hat. It has for long
becen depcndent on cmigre groups, support which it has somctimes received
and sometimes not. It nocds duplidcators and typewritcrs no lcss than 1t
nceds incondiarics and guns. Far be it from us to break the.law by
suggesting that funds should be collectcd in this country to buy cxplosivess
but thec best way to gect thesc into Spain is not by hitch-hiking, and wc
would not like to sec French Rallwayu becing tricked of their just duc in
rail tickets,

May I makc a spccial appeal to the not inc .onsiderablc number

of pcoplc who consider themsclves libertarians at little cost to

- thomsclves. Usually the samc people fork up money thcy cannot
rcally affords as attond demonstrations and carry on militant work
and devote their time to revolutionary activity. Mecanwhilc therce
are many who can casily afford to give large sums - who give such
sums to phoncy charitics and liberal causes and devotc nonc of
their time to revolutionary activity - who like to think of
themsclves as libertarians becausc it casces their conscicnces. 1t
may cven help their cargers as they casually drop the corrcct
phrascs into broadcast talks or ncwspaper articles or around the
pop world or writc the occasional lcarncd, impartial comment on
somconc who spent their whole life in militant struggle. There
is often little such pcoplc can do. But thce struggle in Spain
about to brcak out as ficrcely as cver is your touchstonc. ) & 4
you fail nowy, at lecast have the gracc to be silent hencecfarth.

What Spain nceds today is AUDACITY, thc audacity by which a conqucred
people gets up and strikcs the ruling class such a blow that it will ncver
againrxpoat the atrocity of Police Statc Rule. It doos not lack the
pcople prcparcd to take the initiative, at home and abroads they arc
circumscribed by shecr lack of any funds not safcly tucked away by burcau-
crats, properly auditcd and ncver availablce What the sympathlsors with
Spain lack is A CONCRETE PLAN OF ACTION, In the cvents that will take
place in Spain within the next ycar, the possibility for actlon is thecro.
Let us provide the sincws of battlc.

STUARP CHRISTZTIE.
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NEWS FROM SPANISH PERT.ONS - Coming Events

Imgortant.

FTRST BUSINESS MEETING of the
ANARCHIST BIACK CROSS to discuss

formation of .a working party and toi.

One of the most remarkable

et

incidents to have occurred in Spain

recently (bearing in mind the power

and influence of the Roman Catholic

Church) has been the murder of senor cxplain general alms gnd ObjGCtS-

Segundo Urteagay in church, a case SATURDAY MAY 31st at 5 p.m.
already calling to mind similarities at Freedom Press Offices,
. : Angel Alley (by Wimpey Bar next to
with Th Becket, ¢
i VN, T ~ Whitechapel Art Gallery, nearest tubes
The police suspected Urteaga Aldgate East),. ~ .

of complicity with the E.T.A. (the -84b, Whitechapcl High Street,Londony k.l

militant Basque movement which has 4

taken over from the bourgeois

Nationalist movement that dominated

Basque politics for so long). He

was a bellringer in Urgbain (near | |

Vitoria) and whilst in police custody INTERNATIONAL SUMMER CaMPs Proliminary

was allowed to go to church to toll fund-raising social - evening of Sat.

the bells for mass (presumably May 24th. at same address. N

because he was the only capable ; i e

SO midta® o oy o - TS ARSI TR

was shot to death by the police. regional Spanish dancess film "Fury
Excuses vary from the standatd Over Spain' (Spanish Civil War ). Present-

Ploasoc do your best to attend.
No other notifications will be scnt.

T ety 23

"shot while trying to escape" -—— cd by Juwentudes Libertarias at the
the notorious 'ley de fuega' that  CONWAY HALL, &od Tion Sq. WeCols (nearcst
goes back to Monarchist times --to  tubos Holborn) at 6 psm. on Tth June.

the allegation that he was chiming Anglo-Spanish rallye.

out a prepared code of warning. 1t : SR 3 2

is alSO alleged _tha_t 'bhO policeman gOnCH BINGEo WI‘l‘tO LoFoha C/d Freedom
who shot him "actcd in sclf defence" *Froo0s
though it is hard to scc how a - - s |
prisoncr, takcn from jail, could bc  (Continucd from provious column)
armcd.: ~

against the Franco dictatorship and
tactics of terror (though the Civil War
was still ra~ng). Bclatedly, Franco
has his rovenge on Salamanca. Honccforth
it will hc namcd with Dartmoor and
Alcatraz, with Cayonnc and Sing S5ing,

" with Siberia and Buchcnwald. Tho most
important industry of indigonous
enterprisc -~ PRISON BUTLDING = has
crectod a now political prison at
Salamanca. 1t is cxpccted that the
politicals from Soria, Carabanchcl
and Burgos may bc transferrcd therec.

Amongct othér prisoncrs waiting
for trial by court-martial arc many
R.C.pricsts of Basquc origing onc
wonders what thc attitude of thce
Vatican would be if all this Qappcncd
in Poland, for instancc? Even at
this last minutc, the Church could
discntangle itsclf from its guilty
associgtion with thc Spanish rcgimo
if only to look aftor its own
adhoronts.

-

SALAMANCA PRISON Tho city of

| \ Salamanca has
‘ long bcen ro-
nowncd for its lcarning and its
humanity. Thce University of
Salamanca has a long and honourablc
traditions oven.Franco was not ablc
to ruin its rcputation. Indccd, 1t
was in thce University that the
Rector, thc writcer Unamuna, mado the
last public spocch in 20ccupicd Spain

RELEASE DATES Many political
“prisoncrs arc
dye for rclcasc in October. Among thom
arc Juan Bosquct (who has bcen sorving
20 ycars sincc ho was arrcsted following
tho rosistance of Sabator), and also
Miguol Garcia Garcia (oldest serving
political prisoncr in Francols jails,
who has long sincc complctcd his orig-
(Continucd overleaf)
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