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Editorial
 

.3111-* -1 IIs our movement really in

YES! the newspapers scream. YES!
insists the Government. .Bui the pI .I _1 I -I l* 1 ð 1 I -. I _ I Ir .

once famous slogan now raises a
smile among some who profess (but
do no more than profess) anarchist
idú&1S. _ _ 1' _

The quietist who might adopt,
in default of anything else, the
name "anarchist" as a fashionably-
radical label but for whom it
means no more than not voting every
four or five years - will come
out with the ready words "Walter
Mitty" at the suggestion.

But the Prime Minister - who
cannot always be wrong - goes
along to the United Nations and,ñ
before the whole world declares
that the future struggle is not
between governments, but between t
those ("communist" too, he
suggests) who want quiet ordered
government and those who seek the
abolition of authority. He
makes it plain that he believes .
there will be civil war - in the
U.K. too -- and has carefully '
prepared his legislation and
even his Budget according to that
possibility. Can he be so wrong?

1

Enoch Powell, Angus Maude,
all shriek that there is an
anarchist peril. 'Uhat our
enemies dread, we must welcome.
"But what rubbish to suggest we
are a threat to them!" sigh the
pessimists in our ranks, or
the quietists who want to take
over. "If they only knew...3*ó

the bad shape we are often
told by contemporary
anarchist~journals?The*top
level police force,organised
in layers of secret political
police, does not think so.  
The upkeep of Special Branch
runs into millions, and those
officers, and the cost of
their operations, who deal
exclusively with "the
anarchists"'run;.into tens of
thousands 9f pounds in cost.

Is it possible that a few
students ó looking cursorily
at what seems to be the move-
ment, are right to dismiss it
contemptuously; and that these

i "trained police officers are
wrong? It may indeed be so;
there are large salaries at
stake and by now many would be
reluctant to write off the
anarchist peril!

BUT OF COURSE, "it all
depends on what you mean" by
the anarchist movement. 'Ue
have always deplored the way
the term is defined by many
of our comrades as meaning
"anyone who calls himself an
anarchist". If the ñanarch-
ist movement" is as wide as
that, or even wider as some
would have it and range from
every kid who won't go to
Sunday school to capitalists
who won't join employersó
associations, it is indeed a
load of useless junk. BUT
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if the term is used in its natur- p for the oldest police legend of
al meaning of those who believe
in the abolition of government
and who actively participate in
the struggle against authority,
then one can see why the Right
óWing has firmly gripped the
nettle. They ate not deluded
by our lack of organisation ð
though the myth of the ópaid _
agitatoró and the ósecret fundsó
(as if Russia or China had real
interest in social unrest) may
continue. Yó

_' .

dlt is true too that Inter-
pol still squanders huge sums
trying to find the "leadership"
or the headquarters or "No.1."
wand Customs officials look up
eagerly and begin questioning
when anyone on their list is_

| _ 1, I _ -
|

entering or leaving the country,
1*

them all is tható the organisationó
of the revolutionaries is abroad.

But the strength of anarchist
resistance in every country --in
Czarist Russia: in turn-of-the-
century France, in Spain, Germany
and elsewhere, has been its abil-
ity to fight without organisation,
without leadership, and solely
upon the determination of groups
and individuals. Not that anarch-
ism opposes organisation for a
purpose - in building industrial
unionism, for instance. oBut the
strength of resistance againstd
the hydra-headed monster or the
state is in individual attacks
in defence of liberty. The
Government, any government, dreads
nothing so much as people organ-

(Continued on page 9 )
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_ Inran RULE BOOK or res CLNJT. y 0 we
The Spanish anarcho-syndicalist union (National Confederation of
Labour) was the majority union in Spain with l,800,000 members. Its
constitution was printediin the membership card, set out in full here.

I

(This was issued in the last Bulletin, we.9 and is reprinted by
request, as we are commenting upon it in our discussion on Syndicalism).
The emancipation of the workers must be the work of the workers
themselves.

Anarchoðsyndicalism and anarchism recognise the validity of majority
decisions.

The militant has a right to his own point of view and to defend it, but
is obliged to comply with majority decisions, even when they are against
his own feeling. e p y

A membership card, without the correspondent confederal seal, is
invalid.~ The confederal seal is the only means of income that the
Regional National Committees have. Not to keep it paid is to sabotage
the work that has been recommended to those committees, for they are
unable to carry out decisions without the economic means to~%owso.;

Ir

I

"We recognise the sovereignty of the individual, but we accept and agree
to carry out the collective mandate taken by majority decision. Without
this there is no organisation. U 1

óWe must never lack the mental clarity to.see danger and to act with
lrapidity. To lose time in talking in meetings by holding philosophic
discussions, is anti-revolutionary. The adversary does not discuss, he _

The most fundamental principle of federalism is the right of the my
members to examine the role of the militants and to have control of
their delegate , no matter what the circumstances or what position
they have given them. T o _

ode must allow a margin of confidence to our delegates. But we must
al e retain the right to replace them if necessary. C .

To criticise in public those comrades given places of confidence in '
our organisation is to devalue the oreanisation. óNo conscientious
comrade criticises the committees in public, because this only favours
the adversary.  

The choi e of delegates it discussed internally and it is essential
ýn (Continued on page

Ziú_iiZ_l
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P THE secowo HALF OF'PHE  H
I

0 . srew1sa CIVIL twee
II
0-

There should be no mistaking the signs of what is happening in
5Pain- For better or worse, the second half of the Civil War
has begun. The long sordid entr'acte of peace-byemurder is
over. 0 1 p, e ,e

- :_ ' 4,-
. F I

From the end of the Civil War in 1939, until 1955, the
Establishment in Spain - Church-Army-Civil Service-upper middle
class and aristocracy) - consolidated its position. To do so 
it allowed of no compromise and no quarter. -It murdered a
quarter of a, million of tho enemy - the people of That
does not take into account those who crammed the prisons and)

- -I .

ultimately died of their treatment. It was a revenge unequalled
by any other victorious Power. 1 u  "pg f

. _ _ I r I

From then on it has abated the persecution but there were
still many deaths by court martial, tribunal or by the police in
the streets. In 1957 the anarchist militant Facerias was killed
by the police in Barcelona. In 1960 Quice Sabater - last of the
famous brothers of the Resistance - died when his anarchist group
Was raided at Sent Celoni. 0 QC 0 KP -1

' .1 -
I 4' I I I I

I
_ l. |

In 1962, Jorge Conill, of the Libertarian Youth, Was re-
prieved after an international campaign but in the same year  
Julian Grimau, the Communist Party leader, was_shot after court-
martial. In 1969 our comrades Granados and Delgadoó were_o
victims of the civil court's garotte. In 1968 Echevarrieta, ETA
militant, was killed by the Civil Guard. In 1969 the police
shot, in the streets, two workers in Erandio; in 1970 fifteen
African workers were killed under the direction of the Opus Dei
regime in Aaiun; in Granada three building workers were killed
whilst on strike by the police, and in recent days:one-student
has been killed in Madrid and another in Barcelona. ' ' 3

I

| - - . _ _
i

This is the background to the feeling rising in Spain against
a possible return te the conditions before 1955. Nobody will
ever tolerate that. In moving against the Basques, and putting
fifteen ETA militants on trial - and demanding the death penalty,
the Government went too far., Restraints built up over patient,
sordid years were gwept aside. There were militant protests in
and out of Spain. e (cent. on page 26).
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IN THE VILLmGE where I was born
A C S m there! is a monument in asquare

_ erected by the trades unions where
ó [W I fifteen Anarchists were executed

- " ls en ed inaN as common crlmlna gag
,~e T - conspiracy against the Empress in

N H I  her last terror--stricken days. They
 I  , were buried in a common grave which- 9

o C H N A became a place of honour to the
common people, who preserved it

ó ' carefully. Our May Day marches
used to culminate in this spot, where we sang "Those who fought
against injustice, our victory will honour". I

I was banished from the village by the police and later I had
to ghange my identity and could not return, I came back after an
absence of thirty-five years on a visit. As it was May the First,
the first place I visited was "our square" - both for sentimental
reasons and because I knew if any of our old friends were alive, that
is where they would be. Some old people still put flowers on the
monument.t But of all our friends I met only one old lady, who had
been the beautiful girl who ran the "Anarchist Newspaper of the North
from 1910 to 1930, gDespite all her many cares and the fact of
marriage to a man who did not share her ideals or her courage, she
was still with us, but, she told me, "all the comrades are dead".
These are Wards one often hears in Northern China, from the lips of
old people. There, in that town, where once a thousand youngsters
marched behind our banner, only two or three elderly people remained
to testify of our past. They met occasionally in company and backed
each other up in talk like old gossips; er they met privately in tea
sessions to talk of the old days. dRed China had passed them by.

H

V Is this really all the remains of that great movement of
Anarchism in North China which still gives the bureaucrats of Peking
devil-induced jerkings awake from their slumbers? l So I asked
emyself. But the poor bureaucrats are not entirely fools. For there
is the disturbing fact that after a propaganda drive by the State
unequalled in history, when private thoughts are high treason, they
have not managed to obliterate'from memory the martyrs up in the
square. [The municipality no longer cleans it, but somebody does,
voluntarily. iNone of my friends knew whom. "Some of the workers do
it," they said vaguely. Now and again a Red studenta full of his
importance as a cadet officer, will stop an old peasant and angrily
oreproach him for putting a bþhch of flowers there. It is "transferred

Hi
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