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Violence is not the yardstick ...o v giyant Christie.

Bismarck was said to be worried when he heard that the
Socialist Party had been“treated to a long digtribe
against violence. Did it mcan they would no longer
acquiesce in plans for conscription, military aggression,
~a stricter policec force? He was assured they had no
such. thing in mind. It was what later became a ritual of
German Socialism: a denunciation of anarchist violence,
which consisted then of attacks on military and police
establishments and which they felt in their pedantic way
was trying to destroy the State building by buildingees.
Naturally, they accepted State violence.

Nationalist violence is State violence without State
power. Fascist violcnce is singling out one minority so
as to terrorise another, and gaining power by lcapfrog.
Anarchist violence is the destruction of authority: since
it sometimes holds the individual responsible for his
actions it has the worst press, sincc the bourgeoisie can

calmly look on the death of millions but the idea of
holding someonc in authority responsible causes them the
utmost horror. They take his vicws at face value.

Given sufficient mental conditioning one can have
authoritarianism without violence (Gandhi, for instance).
Normally, authority requircs force of some kind, usually
violent but it prefers hypnotism and persuasion when thesc
are possible (though even so they do not preclude violences
note thc Indian Army reconstructed in Gandhi's new order).

When the intelligent middle class takes a long hard look at
current societs¥, it realises that capitalism and the State




have landed us in such a position that to support them

means supporting death.

But after their long hard look

at revolution, they find it is t0o hard and too long and
it cannot be visited over the weck-end and get back in

time for the office on Monday-.

That is why radicalism

is trendy and that is why the trendiness stops short of

action.

This applies quite as much to those who apply

the yardstick of 'violencc' as those who apply that of
'non-violence', for the real yardstick is freecdom and class
struggle and how these can be advanced.

Once you get a negative
yardstick, you get thc rom-
antic apostles of revolution
as well as those of pacifism
put to keep it romantic you
have to kecp it out of your
own backyard. That is why
SO many rave about nation-
alism - someone eclse's.

National liberation is
a great thing providing 1t
is at least divided from us
by a stretch of water
(though Ireland is a bit
uncomfortably near).. .. .
Veneguela is an ideal place,
now. Or guerrillas in
Czechoslovakia! That would
be something! We could all
claim them for our own
without any fear of anyonec
calling our bluff! But
lct spontaneous action
happen here and it calls -
cveryonc's bluff. They
cannot say they are the
leaders for then they would
face trial. They could at
lcast admit the courage of
the many, growing, and
obviously numercus unknown
people who feel so strongly
about some things that thoy
will revolt here and now,
without space or time to
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justify them, But thcy do not
do. 8o for fear the police need
further fall guys. Hencc the
pseudo left attacks on the Angry
Brigade and its imitators.

ONCE AGAIN thc old despicable
excuse. The Van decr Lubbe excuse.
Onc month thc Red Eromtmarches,
fists clenched, through Berlin,
shouting slogans..ncxt month the

Nazis take over and no one
breaks so much as a window, but
one¢ man, Van der Lubbe, burns
the Reichstag, and the Left
screams "Police spyl® an echo
that is with us to this day.

The imagination that sees police
spies everywherc is the reverse

- of the coin from that which sees

us offering flowews to thc State
as it withers away...The yard-

“stick that counts is not the

precongeived, authoritarian idea
of how much onec conforms to an
idealised theory. It is whether
or not one is learning to be
frece. The State has bred
enough conformists for authority
is based upon the obedient and
the meck. If people will say
TO HELL WITH THE STATE then at
®*cast wish thoem well.
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THE CENSUS

Too late to ask for non co-
operation. It's come and
gone, In itself it 1is
harnless. But what does it
mean? It is part of the
process of enumerating and
categorising the population
from the cradle to the grave.
Soon one number alone - and
that may well be tattoc-d
upon our skin Buchenwald-
style - will register all
our details.

It has been said that the
data bank process makes it
easy to deport those of
coloured skin when the
State makes it legal to do
so. Not only is this true,
it makes it possible for any
variety of State to do any-
thing it pleases. That is
the way State society is
going.

We are in any case
approaching not a fascist
State but a Police State,
and dossiers become of the
highest importance. That 1s
how political police methods
have worked from the time of
Fouche in the First Empire.
That is how political power
is built by police work. It
does not rely on propaganda
like fascism nor on the
falsification of class and
history like State commun-
ism nor on the illusion of
freedom like democracy. The
Police State rests upon the
dossiers it can build. The
more complete the;petter.
The more laws the better,

KNOWLEDGE IS P
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and the 'anti-permissives! are
the propagandists for the Pol-
ice State. .

When some kids at the Henry
Harbin Secondary Modern School
in Poole, Dorset, looked inside
teacher's desk they found a
secret dossier on pupils and
parents. Attitudes and back-
grounds of 15 year olds are
already being compiled. ''What
of it?" asked the education
authorities. "MOST SCHOOLS
KEEP RECORD CARDS OF ONE SORT
OR ANOTHER" said the Education
Officer. Indeed, the Universit-
ies, "guardians' of academic
freedom, do. The students
unearthed them the other year.

"TT IS UP TO THE AUTHORIT-
TES" was the classic statement
of Poole Education Committee.
Said the '"Daily Telegraph"
(27th April):

"Headmasters at their
discretion sometimes
disclose information
in them if they feel
it justifiable."

Remember the classrooms of
Nazi Germany? Then, too,
pupils reported on parents,
and headmasters passed on
what was "desirable', -
WITH ALIL. THIS GOING ON, -
CAN ONE WONDER AT THE PURPOSE
OF THE CENSUS? Full informat-

dion cannot come from the kids.

One needs the insurance compan-
ies, the Health and Unemploy-
ment departments, the employers
the voluntary filling of forms.
One needs a data bank. That

way lies supreme pOWer.

OWER.















































































