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coming out in August
THE PARTY'S OVER...o

The hippy dream in Spain has vanished into the air like
last week's smoke. Drop out of society, achieve personal lib-
eration, give a flower to a pig, lie in thc sun and dream of
love.. nice work if you can get it, but it all depended on the
class struggle. (Don't drop this paper because you read a
dirty word, draw a deep breath and continue). The fascist
pigs in Spain can tolerate depravity and vice according to their
own lights, provided the layabouts have moncy. That is the key
to dropping out of society and providing you can pay your way,
the Guardia Civil will stand outside the case housc and keep
away the riff raff. |

But the hippics thought they could be above money, live like
lizards in the sun at Ibiza, Formentera, Lloret, TorremolinoSe..
and tho fascists did not chase them away because they brought the
tourists or bocause it was sometimes difficult to distinguish
between bourgeois drop-outs and bourgeoisic dropping-out for a
few wecks. How could they tell that such-and-such a hippy Wwas
not the son or daughter of a distinguished person? (That is their
mentality). Thoy needed guidance from above. It came. Exit the
hippies to blows, bullets, beatings—up,humiliations, even
torture and at least threc deaths. And the grim knowledge that
the class struggle cfists however many times you chant Om.
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THE GREAT ILLUSIONS

by Albert Mecltzer

The latc Norman Angell wrotc a brilliant exposurec of
~ the myth that capitalist war brought prosperity. He
proved beyond cavil that it was only capablc of bringing

poverty. Once, war had
brought wdalth, in the sensec
that one¢ seized other
pcople's wealth. But in the
competitive system of today,
war and war preparations
were a waste. To common
sense, destruction cannot
bring prospcrity. The
illusion was that - because
“war preparations brought
"employment" and those not
gainfully employed could
work - a War economy Wwas

one which had solved its
cconomic problems (Hitler's
- Germany, after the unemp-
loyment of thc Republic)

" being a supremc examplc.

But all that is necess-
ary for prosperity in a
- sociecty is for the goods
to be there. The money
 systom is to keep the dis-
tribution flowing. If the
systcm had broken down,
“war preparations got it
going again. But it was
not work for war that did
it, it was simply (accord-
ing to Angell) work itself.

Angell was

, hailed in the
Edwardian period as a great
prophet because they thought

he had proved war was im-

possible, and derided after
1914. But he had not said it
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was impossible, only that it
was unprofitable for society
(the individuals who benefited
did so as enemies of society,
and indced the term 'profiteer’
became one of execration even
in a profit-making society).

Angcll shared the illusion
that unemployment was a sort
of natural disaster. But in
the twenties all thc economists
came to accept the Keynes theory.
If the system breaks down, pump
back money into it. Put the
unemployme 8 on any nonsensical
job. The illusion was that
work brought prosperity — in
jtself. In fact there was
enough for all. What the un-
employcd needed was, simply,
moncy . |

Is unemployment in itself
a curse? Obviously nots it is
lack of accoss to the material
needs of life and to luxuries.
In this society, the lack is
money. Nowadays the great
illusion is to assume that the
government should kcep down
uncmployment figures — there are
g million now, but this is more
than in the Dcpression when .one
adds to it the huge scholastic
population explosion ("keep the
14 and 15 year olds at school”
they used to say; now millions
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carry on, for no specific
purposc, into their twenties,
thirties, and even beyond) -
not to mention the drop-outs
and the people absorbed in
government projectse.

Obviously the growth of
technology means there is less
hard work to do. Uncmployment
must increase. This should be
a blessing - more leisure. It
is a curse, except for those
who can adapt to it. The
gregt illusion is the Monecy
Ethic which prevents "good
money" being given for "laying
about" unlcss some justificat-
ion can be given in acceptable
social terms.

THE COMMON MARKET The
whole

conception of the Common Market
is based upon an illusion. So
is the opposition to it. The
internationalisation of capit-
alism is a fact, which will
continue whatever political
decisions are taken at the
moment. Fords will build in
England, or take away its fac-
tories at its decision. No
union with America is required.
Renault and Volkswagen will
sell here and Nuffield sell
his cars over there. But the
political forms have not kept
pace with the economic.

The quality of the oppos-
ition to the Common Market is
farcical - largcly based on
nationalist rcaction sometimes
on the level of '"shall W% have
to eat frogs?" In war-time no

one bothers about cost (Angell

said it was unprofitable, but

once war is on, nobody minds),

The fact that we could not afford
to go to war stopped no Government.
bent on aggression. If political
union prevented war, what would be
the point of arguing about the
price of butter and eggs? I1f,

of course. For when it comes down
to it there is not very much polit-
ical union can do bar abolish
passports (and even then we shall
have to have identity cards instead).

CAUSES..OF Surprising how such
CONCERN? minor matters, of no
rcal importance to society, can
become causes of concern. The
breach of the Salic Law caused two
bloody civil wars in Spain (and had
influcnce on a third) — could one
imagine a less important issue? Yet
it must be added that Carlism, the
reaction to that breach by King
Ferdinand, was also concerned with
traditional Catholicism and mediae-
valism. Had Carlos been a liberal,
they would have taken the opposite
view in regard to the Salic Law.

So it is with thc Common Market,
on a minor scale. Nobody has real
feelings one way or another. But it
serves to act as a banner for other
interests — commercial,nationalistic,
and so on. Some get so excited as

to call for a referendum. The
major issuc of capitalism or not
is forgotten — all that excites the %
nagive is how it shall trade and

under which flage

Unemployment, war, political and
cconomic union - all serve one
purpose only....KEEPING THE SYSTEM
OF EXPLOITATION GOING.















































































