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THE GREAT ILLUSIONS by Albert Meltzer

COMMANDO RAILS ON CAPITALISM; by Stuart Christie

CEYLON THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED
by Terry Liddle

1 .. IS CAPITALISM INDIVIDUALISTIC?

' CHARITY RACKET: "THE csesessr
OF óIóHESE......" A

. ' LENIIN FIFTY YEARS AFTER
Bulletin of'the Anarchist Black Cross = *

THE HISTORIC PETITION' by Miguel Garcia_Garcia A

Vol.2. No. 7, JULY/AUGUST. 6p. (12 issues 751;.) 1971
H__________________________________

This issue appears at the end of July. The next issue will be

THE PARTY'S OVER. ...

The hippy dream in Spain has vanished into the air like
last weekls smoke. Drop out of society, achieve personal lib-
eration, give a flower to a pig, lie in the sun and dream of
love.. nice work:if you can get it, but it all depended on the
class struggle. (Donót drop this paper because you read a
dirty word, draw a deep breath and continue). The fascist
pigs in Spain can tolerate depravity and vice according to their
own lights, provided the layabouts have money. That is the key
to dropping out of society and providing you can pay your way,
the Guardia Civil will stand outside the case house and keep A
away the riff raff. .

But the hippies thought they could be above money, live like
lizards in the sun at Ibiza, Formentcra, Lloret, Tcrremolinos...
and the fascists did not chase them away because they brought the
tourists or because it was sometimes difficult to distinguish
between bourgeois drop-outs and bourgeoisie dropping-out for'a,
few weeks. How could they tell that such-and-such a hippy was
not the son or daughter of a distinguished person? (That is their
mentality). They needed guidance from above. It came. Exit the
hippies to blows, bullets, beatingsðup,humiliations, even
torture and at least three deaths. And the grim knowledge that
the class struggle eýists however many times you.chant Om.

* I
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THE GREAT ILLUSIONS
by Albert Meltzer

The late Norman Angell wrote a brilliant exposure of
the th that capitalist war brought prosperity. HW -

proved beyond cavil that it was only capable of bringing
poverty. Once, war had
brought wdalth, in the sense
that one seized other
people's wealth. But in the
competitive system of today,
war and war preparations
were a waste. To common
sense, destruction cannot
bring prosperity. The
illusion was that ð because
war preparations brought
"employment" and those not
gainfully employed could A

. -.l-

work ð a war economy was
one which had solved its
economic problems (Hitler's
Germany, after the unemp-
loyment of the Republic)
being a supreme example.

But all that is necess-
ary for prosperity in a
society is for the goods
to be there. The money
system is to keep the dis-
tribution flowing. If the
system had broken down,
war preparations got it
going again. But it was
not work for war that did
it, it was simply (accord-
ing to Angell) work itself.

ILLUSIONS óAngell was
hailed in the

fEdwardian period as a great
prophet because they thought
he had proved war was im-
possible, and derided after
1914. But he had not said it

was impossible, only that it
was unprofitable for society
(the individuals who benefited
did so as enemies of society,
and indeed the term 'profiteer'
became one of execration even
in a profitamaking society),

Angell shared tho illusion
that unemployment was a sort
of natural disaster. But in
the twenties all the economists
came to accept the Keynes theory
If the system breaks down, pump
back money into it. Put the
unemploymed on any nonsensical
job. The illusion was that
work brought prosperity - in F
itself. In fact there was
enough for all. What the un-
employed needed was, simply,
money.

Is unemployment in.itself
a curse? Obviously not; it is
lack of access to the material
needs of life and to luxuries.
In this society, the lack is
money.h Nowadays the great '
illusion is to assume that the
government should keep down
unemployment figures - there are
a million now, but this is more
than in the Depression when one
adds to it the huge scholastic
population.explosion ("keep the
14 and l5 year olds at school"
they used to say; new millions

e Ill
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carry on, for no specific
purpose, into their twenties,
thirties, and even beyond) -
not to mention the drop-outs
and the people absorbed in
government projects.

Obviously the growth of
technology means there is less
hard work to do. Unemployment
must increase. This should be
a blessing ð more leisure. It
is a curse, except for those
who can adapt to it. The
great illusion is the Money
Ethic which prevents "good
money" being given for "laying
about" unless some justificat-
ton can be given in acceptable
social terms.

THE COMMON' MARKET The
whole

conception of the Common Market
is based upon an illusion. So
is the opposition to it. The
internationalisation of capit-
alism is a fact, which will
continue whatever political
decisions are taken at the
moment. Fords will build in
1England, or take away its fac-
tories at its decision. No
union with America is required
Renault and Volkswagen will
sell here and Nuffield sell
his cars over there. But the
political forms have not kept
pace with the economic.

The quality of the oppos-
ition to the Common.Market is
farcical ð largely based on
nationalist reaction sometimes
on the level of "shall we have
to eat frogs?" In war-time no

l_l.|

one bothers about cost (Angell
said it was unprofitable, but
once war is on, nobody minds)_
The fact that we could not afford
to go to war stopped no Government-
bent on aggression. If political
union prevented war, what would be
the point of arguing about the
price of butter and eggs? _IÄ,
of course. For when it comes down
to it there is not very much polit-
ical union can do bar abolish
passports (and even then we shall
have to have identity cards instead)

CAUSES... OF Surprising how such
CONCERN? minor matters, of no
realimportance to society, can
become causes of concern. The
breach of the Salic Law caused two
bloody civil wars in Spain (and had
influence on a third ð could one
imagine a less important issue? Yet
it must be added that Carlism, the
reaction to that breach by King
Ferdinand, was also concerned with
traditional Catholicism and medias-
valism. Had Carlos been a liberal,
they would have taken the opposite
View in regard to the Salic Law.

So it is with the Common Market,
on a minor scale. Nobody has real
feelings one way or another. But it
serves to act as a banner TOT Other
interests ð commercial,nat1onal1st1c,
and so on. Some get so excited as
to call for a referendum. The
manor issue of capitalism or not

is forgotten - all that excites the
naive is how it shall trade and
under whoh flag.

Unempl0yment,'war, political and
economic union ð all Serve One
purpose only. . . .KEEPING THE SYSTEM
OF EXPLOITATION GOING.
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A N'A R C H I S T

C O M MYE N'T A R'Y

Popsinger and morals crusad-
er Cliff Richard has bought an
eight-bedroomed house, in ten
acres grounds, with squash and
tennis courts, not to mention
swimming pool, in exclusive
Great Easton (near Dunmow,
Essex). He will have an Anglic-
an clergyman in residence, for
the house is to be somewhere
that his "show business friends
can find Christ".

Place is called "Batailles".
"But I'd like a more approp-
triate name," says Cliff.

"The Needle ós Eye" . Next
question.

Note the Buddha folk
prancing and poncing up and
down Oxford Street. Chants
of Hare Krishna to the Sel-
fridge shoppers. An easy way
of picking up bread. 'Why
the interest in Buddhism?
Because the revival of inter-
est in drugs has brought all
the Oriental religions such
as Buddhism, Christianity
and suchlike nearer. The
visions of the saints and
the mystics were possible
under hallucinogenics. The
experiences-of Christ are

So easy to recognise the
crisp Tory voice. How do
they see us? Years ago in
a Wdsh pub I heard a large
red-faced man complain that
the villagers wouldn't speak
English "though they under-
stand it all right, they're
just a pack of liberals".
And the Telegraph drama
critic makes a mysterious
reference to the protagon-
ist in a play suffering
from "adolescent anarchism"
because he uses an assumed
Scottish accent! Ah
'wouldna ken aboot thot, but
from York the police chief, 
(after making political At."
speeches denouncing anarchy
and demanding conscription)
"received" a message from
the Angry Brigade - quite
unlike any others QVBP
received ð which Scotland

1

Yard say they would not have
given credence to had they  
been consulted, but which he
gave such importance to a$
wrecked the Queen's visit-

Sent to e newspaper, it
referred to the "headitors"
and the "angery" brigade...
the very old-fashioned Cock-
ney mis-spollings may Well be
how the Tories see &narchists,and
offer an interesting clue as
to the identity of the
author.

within reach of anyone on ' N "|
a trip. The phenomenon in _ I b
the States,wh1ch W111 soon
come here, is the back-to- Q,
Jesus cult. All on halluc-
inations. That was how it
all began. A

Last 1ssuo s cover was y a
Spanish artist: Benin. Drawn
specially for the Black Flag
Cartoon on page 23 reproduced
from.the busman's paper Target


















































