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THE TRIAL GOES ON... AND ON

The latest news of the
Irial is that it will in
all probability finish
before Christmas, and may
be the longest 0ld Bailey
trial of the century. It
is estimated that HALF A
MILLION POUNDS STERLING
will be clocked up to the
taxpayer. It will go to
lawyers. The defendants,

whatever the verdict, will
have spent a year of their
lives in jail, have lost
their jobs, livelihood,
homes, been confined and
deprived while their enemics
have had full unlimited
public funds (not included
in the half-million) to
encompass their ruin.

As an example of the cost
involved, beyond the half-
million for the lawyers (and
"bear in mind this is with
some of them defending
themselves for free!) just
; take one highly-paid,
senior SB sergeant who sits
day by day in the public
gallery... doing nothing
but occasionally chat up a
Visitorees. for six nonthse
No wonder they like to keep
it all secreteses At least
twelve SB men are regularly
in attendance., There is
always a uniformed man and
woman at the gallery door,.

They sit there bored out of
recognition., S0 do the defendants.
But the others are getting paid for
it and are not at risk. Everyone -
bar the four male defendants -~ were
reckoned to need three weeks hollday
with the stress of ite.

Meanwhile there is a greater
number of political prisoners in
the U.K. than there has ever been
before (unless one includes the
conscientious objectors of World
War I) since the time of George III.

The numbers far exceed those
of the Irish prisoners during all
the various Irish troubles (indeed,
the Northern Ireland jails hold
more political prisorrsthan the
entire number of Sinn Fein prisoners
in Victoria's times).

In an unprecedented move, the
Government has even granted an old
Irish demand that political (Irish)
prisoners be recognised as such -
though it has not extended this out
of the Northern Irish context. It
is a decision the Irish will regret
as such a recognition does no good
for the political prisoner, isolates
him from his fellow-sufferers and
usually mcans (as in Spain, as in
Nazi Germany) that he is treated
deliberately worse. It also accepts
the fact of his existencey, something
British governments have always
tried to deny.
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" AN ANARCHIST BULIETIN PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING CLASS
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At the time of publication our editor STUART CHRISTIE is still

on . trial. The prosecution has now concluded its case (June-Sept)
Yol., @ No. 14, OCTOBER 1972. Price per copy: 6p.
Subs 12 issues = T5p. Issued: BEvery month or so (irregular
| under present circumstances).
Acting editors - ‘
Albert lMcltzer.

THE INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL POLICE FORCL

B

S - SCOTLAND YARD.

BADQUART

We have repeated over and again in this Bulletin the fact that,
despite the Interpol charter which pretends to exclude political
co-operation between the se ret police forces of the world, Interpol
has in fact in the struggle against libertarian revolution in general
(and against us in particular) been acting as a unified political body.

The fact is that such revdutionaries zs Sagbater could not
possibly have fallen to the Spanicsh Fascists had it not been for French
police co-opcration with the Spanish authcrities, and this can be proved
beyond doubt. The French Government dared not announce it too openly,
for the French people as an overwhelning whole condemned Franco's Spain
and had experienced (testapo methods itself,

But now, with the activities of the I.R.A. and the Palestinian
Nationalists, which strike at people rather than a% power, and which
are designed as a game of war not as a revolutionary struggle, and
therefore are seen as madness by everyone (even those who accept
'legitimate' warfare) it is possible to come out into the open. The
police dared not admit political co—operation in fighting against
Spanish Anti-Fascism... They are now prepared to come cleagn, taking

. advantage of the 'terrorism' -~ that is to say, patriotic warfagre in
illegal circumstances - by the Irish and Arab Nationalists. 1t is
stated that there will be (as in fact there has been all along)
international co-operation, on a political level. And where? Centred
in Scotland Yard... for Special Branch enjoys a high reputation among
the world s secret police. =Other nations have more brutal secret
police. Others have more efficient secret police. Others have secret
police with greater powers. None other nation is able to fcol the
people that it does not exist, and to allow a working under law that
presents a smoothy; and therefore politically acceptable, image.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE WORKING CLASS? T gocs far beyond the




fact—that—now—they-can help-track. . —

down foreign revolutionaricgs or
Nationalists. Already this has
been done. Spanish Anti-Fascists
have suffered the most, but
British reputation for desency,
established ovcr years of asylum,
dived into the shit-when the
Moroccans were handed back %o
their dictator-King to be killed.

What it means is that Special
Branch here - already a major
growing industry which has leaped

in strength to the size of a small

army (IT ALREADY EXCEEDS IN SIZE
THE PRE-WAR NAZI GESTAPO and nmay
soon come up to. German war-time
 standards) will seek powers that
are conparable to those of its
Spanish, French, German - and
Iron Curtain? — colleagues. |

Already its impudence in
taking a frankly political stand
is stageering to libefals (and
the self-appointed ‘scourge of
" the Left' Commander Bond, the
most anti-libertarian cop on
the force, is mooted as head of
the Interpolitical Interpol).

It moves not only into political
natters but industrial. It is
taking part in political meetings
(the role of Party stewards has
been taken over by the police)
and in industrial action, on one
.side of the fenceo,

BUT BFVuﬁBLR THIS. BRITAIN IS
BECOMING A POLICE STATE: - that

is to say, = statc in which the

Note one important point.
" the odium of having a censor,

present system. Publish what you like,

THE HUE AND CRY OVER PORNOGRAPHY

Those who want to ban‘porn do not want
They merely want the extension of the

—ypolice, as-a gection-of the .

cormunity, are taking over

power., It is to be distingmished
from an Army State, or a
theocracy — though all States
use police. Without them,
authoritarianism is impossible
unless some other body (such as
the Army) acts in a police role,

BUT IT IS NOT A FASCIST STATE.
What is the difference? A Fascist
State is onc in which the workers!'!
organisations have bcen abolished.
And a State in which they have
been abolicshed is not the
where +they have note It may use
equal violence, equal external
aggr ssion, equal internal
bullying, but it is not the sane
thing. 10 gsay 41 16, 18 %0
say workers'! organications have
no value, The reformists would .
like to take all wvalue from thems

But we have had two instances.
The bugmen jailed on a trivial
charge of 6p, rcleased from jail
after an industrial storpage. The
five dockers, whose arrests
brought industry t» a standstill.
That is only the tip of the iceberg.
The major use of the police in
industrial matters is not going to
be tolerated. They can harass
the militants. But they are
powerless to halt social change.
To put up a barrier to that they

"~ need full-blooded fascisne. And

it will take more than Spu01a1

_Branch to impose it.

'it's a free country'... and

then be harassed or pr8secutcd® In vain the commercial porno cries

out for a censor so he knows whero he
But'the cops will arrest you for

ICALLY. 'It's a free country!'

stands. IT IS THE SAME POLIT-

a gpeech in Hyde Park... seize papers and pamphlets... harass the
people who are active politically yet do not belong to an 'accepted'

party.

YET WHERE IS THE L,W THAT SAYS WHAT IS 'ACCEPTED! POLITICS
AND WHAT IS NOT? It does not existe.
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