By ANTHONY FINLAY

Stuart Christie converts
cookers to natural gas.
He is also the best-known
anarchist in Britain.:

- Earlier this month he and
' three - others walked iree
1

Brigade trial after
found no:i guilty, while four
others were each jailed - for
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This publication is issued in
continuation of a tradition
of anarchist publication in
Great Britain going back 125
yecars. JL1ts seigure by a
nolice officer, other than
inst 8 receipt or proper
1 oritys, constitutes an act
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Outlaws of America by Roger
LeW1s, (The Underground Press
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The book seemed quite
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- of the 'underground' movement
until the writer got on to
this country and mentioncd us.
It is always disconcerting to
find when somecone is claiming
- to be a specialist that when
he comes on to facts you know
yourself, he is wrong. What
has Black Flag to do with the
Cultural Revolution, the
'Underground! &c.?

Perhaps we ought to explain
in case others than Mr Lewis
are bemused. We look on the
whole 'counter—culture'! as a
gort of '"Hetormation'. with
extreme significance, but we
do not confuse it with social
revolution. The Industrial
Revolution had some contacts
with the old Reformations it
was intertwined, but it was
not the same thing.

Therec are, notoriously,

"+ hippy capitalists and hippy

millionairess pecople who are
using the counter—culture to
make fortunes, just as there
are those who are using it 1o
tdrop out',. or to justity an
enforced dropping-out, and
become a sort of sub—prolot-
ariate The revolutionary
movement is in no way identic-—
al with the counter-culturc.
That ds the illusion of

some journalists (as we note
on another pago)° The wholic

trendy scene cuts across political
liness it includes a strong groovy
capitalist class as well as a large
body of oppressed minorities. The
INew Left' is not something we take
with unqualified praise. Even where
it is libertarian rather than Marxist,
it tends to swallow without criticism
package—deal liberalism with its just-
ification of ndtionalism, ox the
deification of Marx or Marxist leaders.

We reject the Marcuse idea that
the students have a special role in
revolution. '"We will respect scholars
for their services but..we must not
grant them any social privileges or
accord them any right other than the
general right of freedom to propagate
their convictions, thought and
knowledge. We must not give them
power more than anyone (132, for who-
ever is invested with powsry by an
immutable social law will without
fail become the oppressor and
exploiter of socicty" (Bakunin) A
government of scholars would be '"the
most burdensome, offcnsive and
contemptible kind of government there
igs"

Within the libertarian revolutionary
ranks therc must be the 'counter-culture'
and the 'straight's the students and
the claimantss but above all a revol-
ution must rest upon the working-class
for the only way to abolish the bases
of power is by altering the economic
structure of gociety and that can only
be done at work.
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- THE SPECIAL BRANCH VERSUS THE PEOPLE.

The hypocrisy that surrounds Special
Branch has now beccen fully exposed.
The British political policc have been
brought into the opon.
The longesty, and onc of the most
important, trials at the Old Bailey
concluded in December. SENTENCED  Jim Grecnficld, Anna
Mendclson, John Barker,
Hilary Crecck. (10 ycars)
_ACQUITTED Stuart Christic, Chris Bott,
Angic Weir, Katc Maclcan.,

The serios of armed attacks which thc prosccution ©71d made a
pattern to fit the Angry Brigade could only be held to be a single
conspiracy by taking Stuart Christic as a connccting thrcads In
fact, if one extonded thc argument by logic, the conspiracy dated
from 1960, and inc-porated the First of May Group and other groupings
on the Continent. But to make it fit a pattern, the prosocution
began with a scrics soven ycars ago. As, however, it was shown that
- Christic had been framed, an altcrnative scrios had to be offercd
dating from only two years ago. Had this not boon done, all would
have bcen acquitted. | 1 '

The jury unanimously acquitted four, though in thc casc of Stuart
~ Christie, this clearly meant they accepted that hc had boen framed
(since posscssion of detonators was alleged) — something he had stated
fror the boginning (and had said would happen long before his arreost).
 The evidonce apart from the dotonators amounted to little more than
 saying "he is the sort of porson who would have done this" .  The
‘case against the other three acquitted vanished in thin air. In the
case of the two girls, it finished up only bcing a charlatan's recading
of handwriting. Graphologists no longor have to tell fortunes for a
living, but he cortainly had their future badly rcad. gl

'+ The jury were then in a sweat as to what 1o do about the other
four and two stood out for acquittal. After a long stay out they
werc still undecided, and the novelty method of a majority votec was
alloweds two still stood out for acquittal. The other ten put in a
plea for clemency — which shook the judge. Was it a foeling that tho
four might not be guilty, or was it a statoment by a working-class
jury that they felt sympathy with the actions alleged to have been done?

Ho said he would otherwise have scentenced them to fifteen years
for thoir major part in the conmspiracy (Jack Prescott got fiftcon y-ars
for a minor part — he admittcd writing envelopes though he did not know
what was inside thom). As it was ho gave them ten. Thus in the case
of thc Angry Brigade v. Spocial Branch, of twolve charged ('I'll have
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twolve! as Insp. Haborshon once put it) SEVEN HAVE GONE FREE
(two bocausc the Attorney Gonoral himself realised the case
was too weak), and FIVE convicted but clecarcd of many charges,
and NOBODY has bocn convicted of causing oxp1031ons.

Christie and Bott have donc the equivalent of a two year
stretch yet becen found not guilty. Imprisoning pcople for long
periods on charges that no jury willsubstantiatc ‘is-exactly what

is mcant by the policc state.

Commander Bond said when Christic was arrcsteds
"YOU HAVE ADMITTED PUBLICLY BEING A MEMBER O" TH ANARCHIST
MOVEMENT". This is what he spent his sentonce for. This was .
~ Why bail was refuscd. It was thercfore nomnsensc 1o say, as d1d
- Mr Justlco Janmes, that this was not a political trial.

- .The onc who appcarced to be accuscd was Insp. Palmer Hall.

He sweoated visibly, wipcd his forehcad, callcd for glasscs of watcr.
Ho said he could not answer thé question to every awkward question
including onc by Greonficld asking if the rcason hc could not .
ar3wer was becausc he had been actlng illogally. He was the
- represontative of tho political police., We do not have thc worst

in the world but tho most sccret. Thoy did not like their stonc
 overturncd so thc maggots could bé scen underncathe Like M.TI.5

_Wthh acts aggainst forcign govqrnmonts, wheon discovercd they nmust
be disowncd. What sticks in the gullet about -political police in
any country in the world is that they uso agiinst their own:

citigzens, polltloql dlssontors, what Intolllgonco uscs . agalnst

foreign agonts, & | i

In contrast to Palmer Hall was thce bchaviour of tho ‘accuscd,
who kopt their composurc when they rcad the verdicet - kissed and
huggcd, - the vanquished congratulatlng the chulttOd, and gave
clenched fist salutcs to fricnds and rolatlvos in . the public’ scats.

. .THEY ALL ACKNOWLEDMD THEIR SYMPATHY WITHTHE ATUS OF THE ANGR‘Y ‘
BRIGADE. = THEIR COURAGE CONTRASTED WITH THE PUSILLANIMOUS 'OLD! -
- AND 'NEW' LEFTS WHICH RAN FOR COVER. .The politicos showcd no
solidarity. Thcy woke up to the case a little whon they saw that :
the defenge was policc planting.  WhHat a pity for the phoncy
left that tho cight were English and Scottish rcvolutionarics.
Had they been Irish fascists they would have hailcd. them. National-
1sm they can undcrstands Social Revolution they could not.

-But thc jury, being working-class, - understood.,

20 did a very- large number of workers, whethcr

thoy entircly supportcd the actions or not.

That was why Carr took an armcd bodyguard to

Glasgow. s

That was thc rcason for vicious Pross attacks.
'N01thor Wo,_nc thosc condomncd, support or supportcd cvery action
donc or attributed to the Angry Brigadc. But we understand why
thoro should be so nany attacks upon thc capitalist systom.  What
history will not undorstand is why thesc have boon.so fowe


























































