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MAY DAY 1886
to the Chicago Martyrs

by Alexandre Christov
(translated from the Bulgarian)

Vol IV No. 1 May 1975 10p May Day! May Day!
Once you were the revolt
for bread and liberty.
Then you called on the masses to ýght

=. and die for justice
--..... and fraternity, equality in labour

May Day!
ó In Chicago

t on the blackened gallows
they hanged
Parsons, Fischer, Engel, Spies!
And Lingg in prison
lighted an explosive cigarette
and was decapitated,
but he believed in the new dawn.
May Day! May Day!
They proudly died
for an eight-hour working day
and bravely by their death
bequeathed equal pay.
May Day!
From their dark sunken eyes

_ þashed the spiritual glow
SEITIIIIHIS at I11ôt61'l'lþ- Qf a new sunI'ise_

tional Libertarian Centre 2.30 Sats. May Day!
-' New Sôt1'Ll%l6S S0CiBtyI Then you Oyefþowed hopg

31$! M33ô -' Anarchism in BI'il13i11- but now youôre just a dull day off
14th June _ Socialism and Selfó with þowers, crocodile tears, parades
m311i18$m@T1!- and bloody, savage wars.
28th June - The Economy. May Day!

You will again be the guiding light
of liberty and justice.

FREEDOM
84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH srnsar * * *
LONDON Er Phone or-24.7 924.9

USED POSTAGE STAMPS ANARCHGQUIZ

As May 1975 represented the fortieth
year of Albert Meltzerôs involvement
in the anarchist movement, the Anar-
chist Black Cross presented, instead
of a party, a gala concert at the
Conway Hall, London - proceeds ta
go to Spanish Prisoners/Resistance fund
of ABC. The proýt proved to be Ã90
at the ýnal count ð for which thanks
go to Karl Dallas, who competed and
brought along the versatile guitarist
Gordon Giltrap (and Brillo)the Tiger
Lily rock group and the 2-Bit Band.
Thanks also to Valhalla Liberation,
our talented Birmingham comrades,
and the many who helped entertain in
the small hall as well as organising the
buffet, tickets, stewarding and
literature (we sold nearly Ã22-worth
on our stall). We still have a few
Souvenir Programmes (Sp) if anyone
wants to preserve it as a memento of a
first class evening.

The two-week strike at Time Out
hit us as far as bringing the general
public along -ð- most of those present
came from anarchist movement or our
own contacts. But it has proved we
can manage a ýrst rate concert given the
support we now know we can rely on.
Look out for some more.

NOSTALGIA FOR HIMMLER (1975)
How can people take the word of people
like this ð anarchists -- against officers
who have served thirty to forty years in
the force?

Berlin Police Chief speaking
to the press.

Sending them to abgut 30 collectors in Us pýsnns and a 1. leading woman free-thinker ð ostracised by Christian
dozen in Spanish (for their families)ó Note: tear Off whole soc1_ety_and the Churclrr of England durrng her llfetime and

corner elin the stam s off ruins them for collectors When hurled In unconsecramd ground _' is to be Áfýci3HY ñpardonedò. pe g p . . .
youôve a batch send to ABC, 83a Haverstock Hill, London In ýve years timeó who _ how _' Why?
NW3, or Beni, 1433 University Terrace 715, Ann Arbor Ml 2. Which pioneer of Spanish womenôs rights was garrotted?
48104, U.S.A. or direct to prison address Terry Flower POB 3_ The sho Stew d,-.è t - B -
2304, Sta. B Lincoln NE 68502 U.S.A. Donôt waste forergn shat-ýeld mgñ wh:reÄt,?ÃSYeIEe3,enivo;i<t:iÄ (ú,ó)(:Vn:r1Iii;ile:<le1rh0o3e-
stamps or the dealer British Onesó w, ment in World War I and b 1917 was looked on as itsY

ñnational theoristò. He later became a founder member of
the CP but left in 1932 ð to become associated in later years

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH ANNOUNCE
with British Intelligence and the Royal Family. Who?

A BICYCLE RALLY AND DEMONSTRAIHON 4.ó Jean Maitron (writing in a recent symposium on anarchism)
Sunday 15th June County H311 2_3O_pm_ said Daniel Cohn-Bendit never, to his knowledge, belonged to

i the anarchist federationò, and though he attended the
To protest at the totally inadequate provision {GI Wclists ngggnýtronal congress of anarchist federationsiin Carrara in
1n Britain and to call for measures to make c ciir safer. It was as an observer and contestalre not as 3
This event will launch national Bike Week. y Lg delegateó Correct or not?

_ l 5. A year or twoafter coming to power, the Nazis made a
F913 fllllhcr lnformatron contact Tom Burke F0]-3, ýlm Of the ñheron: struggleò Of Horst Wessel. How did ôth.iS
9 Poland Street, London W1. 01-434 1684. ýlm nearly make hilstory?

answers on page 151' . .



The ñRed Army Fractionò carried out an attack on the West
German Embassy in Stockholm. Abhorrent, cries the press -
nr; r forgetting to use the word ñAnarchistò to describe them

-vtime (though papers such as the Times managed to get
tit: rngli the Spanish Civil War without mentioning the word
caste). How ñviolentò to burst into the Embassy and kill a
diplomat ð yes a diplomat, that sacred tribe which above all
others should be protected! Even avid supporters of the Arab
cause have agreed that while civilian men, women and
children c__an be attacked with impunity, it is beyond all
bounds of civilised behaviour to attack a diplomat! And these
ñterroristsò held other diplomatic staff hostage, demanding
the release of women like Ulrike Meinhof, held for 18 months
under torture, unable to speak, subject at the whim of the
Governor to being turned from a courageous woman into a
vegetable. Held, of course, perfectly legally, while the
ñterroristsò were grossly illegal!

The ñterroristsò were giving up all in order to demand the
release of people they had probably never met; in the case
of Ulrike, certainly never met. One gave up his life rather than
be arrested and turned over to the German police. They had
nothing to gain; everything to lose. They could have made
careers for themselves in the ñmiracle republicò: they went
down to their doom ýghting for a principle, resisting tyranny
and unheard-of callous behaviour. The prison Governorsat

armchairs comfortably, subject to no regulation on their
behaviour, at no risk to themselves they carry out inhuman,
bestial experiments such as many thought were ended when
the concentration camps were closed down. They look
forward to retiring on nice pensions to cosy little retreats in
the mountains and lakesides of the Fatherland, while their
victims stare open-eyed into vacancy, and the contemptible
journalists of the daily press explain how they were all mad
in the ýrst place really, or they would never have rebelled.
There are those who think that we seem to take some
pleasure in ñviolenceò and ñterrorò. Those who really wallow
in it are the loudest to inveigh against anyone who hits back
We explained (in our last issue) writing on the June 2nd
movement, the position of the ñRed Army Fractionò vis
a vis Anarchism. But the action taken in Stockholm speaks
for itself. On the one hand we have the heirs toNazidom,
whose senior police ofýcers have all served in a tough school
for ñlaw and orderò, whose senior judges learned their law
at a time when it was a mockery and a farce, who are
deliberately and sadistically holding active opponents in
de-humanising torture; on the other hand those who are
ýghting selþessly against them. ñThey have no clear idea of
their aims,ò says the radio as I write. Not that bourgeois
journalists would recognise. Not that the German State
would consider acceptable. Democracy, says Bundeskanzler
Herr Schmidt, is in danger: perhaps he will let us know if

whose whim the prisoners are respectively held sit in their (anything positive happens to it

NEW GROUP BOMBS FBI

A new underground group called the Red Guerrilla Family has
claimed credit for a bomb attack on the FBI office 111 down-
town Berkeley last week.

Damage was estimated at $10,000. Special agent Frank
Perone made a point of mentioning to the media that the act
carries a penalty of a $10,000 ýne and]or 10 years in jail.

The Red Guerrilla Family are reportedly unknown to the
FBI. Perone would not comment on the number of agents
now on their case.

Warning of the bomb came at 2 am. last Thursday. A
woman called the San Francisco Chronicle and two radio
stations. At 2.34, the bomb went off in a rest room, one
þoor above the FBI ofýce in the Great Western Building
Centre, on Sjattuck Avenue.

Here follows the full text of the communique sent out to
explain the action by the Red Guerrilla Family, stating the
groupôs solidarity with other underground organisations,
especially the SLA. '

ñThe Red Guerrilla Family is responsible for the attack
on the Berkeley ofýce of the FBI. We take this action i1ól"'
solidarity with the Symbionese Liberation Army and all
other comrades under attack from the Amerikan capitalist
state.

We are taking this action to help defend the people from
fascist intimidation and harrassment, so the people can
carry on the work of political and defensive organisation. We
are acting to protect the lives and freedom of all the guerrilla
forces actively attacking the fascist state. As comrade
Cinque told the pigs, ñYou have hunted and robbed and
exploited us all. Now we are the hunters that will give you
no rest.ò

We send greetings to all peoples engaged in revolutionary
warfare, in and out of Amerkaôs political prisons: to 1118

 

Black Liberation Army, the Symbionese Liberation Army,
the Frente dc I_iberacion Chicano, the FALN, the warriors
of AIM and Wounded Knee, the Weather Underground
Organisation and to all the soldiers of the New World
Liberation Front.

HANDS OFF THE SLA
LIFE & FREEDOM TO THE PEOPLE

From The Barb, April 10th 1975.

The Maoist ñWorkers Weeklyò (organ of the Communist Partt
of England [Marxist Leninist] ) dedicated to hard-line _
Stalinism and Maoisrn states categorically (April 18 issue)
that it differs from the Trotskyists ñbeing . . . devoid of
any principleò since they ñare based on the worship of one
Leon Trotsky, disruptor and splittist in the Russian Social
Democratic and Labour Party, arch-betrayer in the great
Soviet state, collaborator with imperialist intervention in the I
ýrst workersô stat and eventual aid a ent of the fascists A è6è P 8

The curious English favoured by the hard-line Peking
Maoists (splittists for instance) is due to its worship of ifiirisa
dictator). This leads them to continue the Stalirnist tieniure
(;i3ý()1'1 Qf Tmtgky. The slander machine built. by "l'rots.i:;y
(basing himself on Marx) against the Anarchists, reverberater
against himself, and apparently still docs. We ask curiorrsly
if the Maoists believe that Trotsky was for ñimperial. interð
ventionò in the ýrst world war, did not this even in 1
eyes justify Makhnoôs ýghting against himó?

-.-. _ _ "ð' li-



Oh ll
ñIF ONLY I WERE BLACK . . . ò A woman peers out of a
window sighing over her inferiority . . . Such is the whining
sticker put out by the National Front as its latest poô white
trash type propaganda. The óracialismô of the National Front
should not be confused with the racial superiority propaganda
of the Rhodesians or the South Africans. It is based on the
allegation that black people, or immigrants generally, are all
ñtreated betterò: its support arises from those who seek
to be patronised or mollycoddled by the State, who have no
consciousness or pride in independence and struggle, and
who are afraid and envious that ñtheyò get treated better by
soft-hearted liberals. ñIf only I were blackò they would ñgiveò
me a council house, better grant, etc. . . .

German anti-semitism arose from a similar programme of
racial inferiority (and should not be confused, say, with
Tsarist anti-semitism which was based on a feeling of religious
superiority). The real ñUebermenschenò - the Master Race -
was not the German people, it was the chosen ñleadershipò
of the nation. The German people were ñhelotsò ran the
original ñAryanò theory, of whom a ñracially pureò people
like the Jews could gain control by guile. Only when Nazism
became a mass movement did it become impolitic to tell
hundreds of thousands of voters they were born helots who
had to chose between Jewish domination and domination by
the Master Race few. The theory was altered and it was said
the ñMaster Raceò was the German people, except in esoteric
Nazi circles (and Hitler at the end insisted they were ñnot
worthy of himò).

The Monday Club is not quite the same as the National Front
They have the ñRhodesianò attitude of superiority, though
to black and white alike. They believe themselves, with the
consciousness of moneybags in the baby linen, to be above
the common herd and have no need to seek the patronage of
the State. They include many of the Ernest Benn laisser-faire
liberals who donôt want the State to act as nurserymaid to
anyone either. But naturally they prefer to have the National
Front whiners on their side. They supplement them perfectly.

Aletter to ñThe Timesò (Apl 17, 75) from the newly
appointed editor of the New Humanist, Nicolas Walter, states
that ñthe fears by editors of national newspapers for the
maintenance of the freedom of the press would carry more
conviction if they were as worried about the pressures of
proprietors and advertisers and of ýnancial and religious
interests as they are about the pressures of staff journalists
and political interests.ò

impeccable liberal thingking, though even so, we would
distrust the (hypothetical) editor of a great capitalist news-
paper.

But adds Walter: ñI write as the editor of one and an a
contributor to several of the many small papers which have
been founded largely because minority news and views are
not allowed in the big papers.ò

It is interesting to identify these. He cannot refer to new
Society, The Listener, the Times Literary Supplrzvnetzt and
others to which he contributes and which are, sthrsuglr not
daily papers, part and parcel of the national press. (Anyway

we don t make any money, but we do keep tarth with the
tradition . . . of the free pressò which rules them out
completely). He must therefore refer to Freedom, Tribune,
Peace News, Wildcat and the like. Theirpresent raison dôetre
is stated as being ñlargely because minority news and views
are not allowedin the big papersò.

 111Â-1&1 i 1 -_.

The showing of the ýlm ñThe Exorcistò was of public service
bringing to the attention of the people at large what was going
on below . . . turning over the rock on which the Christian Church
was built one saw the maggots. The furore over this average-
horror ýlm was based not on a dread of ñobscenityò but on the
fact that there were still people who believed such events
could conceivably be true. More, even in the staid, apologetic
old Church of England, mature gentlemen were living on
public funds by their ñworkò as exorcists ofevil spirits. Could
the State Church be so full of nuts as the-excitable sideshow
churchesó?

It was a farce that turned to tragedy with the events in
Yorkshire; for a poor, crazy parishioner murdered his wife
by tearing out her tongue and her eyes after a bunch of
preachers, male and female, has ñexorcisedò him. At the
coronerôs inquest the Church literally got away with murder,
for the ñministryò of the Church to ridding people of ñevil
spiritsò was recognised though it was felt the particular spirit-
chasers acted unwisely in not working with medical advice.
Faced with the mumbo-jumbo of the cult, the man who was
troubled in mind was driven clean out of it. But that was
not the fault of the witch-doctors, says the coroner, faced with
pillars of the Establishment rather than a hippy Charles
Manson.

The Bishops ð educated men, who express polite cynicism
over their sherry, capable conversationalists able to smooth
over objections with words like ñspiritualityò - have had to
throw their weight behind the witch-doctors, because the
ñministry to evil spiritsò is indeed part and parcel of
Christianityôs mumbo-jumbo. ñNo bishop, no kingò,
observed James VI & I, sagely enough, when confronted by
the challenge to episcopacy; no exorcists, no bishops, we
might say today; for in fact, the Churchôs teaching, the ofýce
of exorcist is considerably inferior to that of priest, and one
can cast out spirits long before one can cure souls. To give up
one (though it be recognised as lunacy) would be to surrender
the other.

The State has a recognised interest that this should not be
surrendered, for though the Church has lost its ruling privileges
the pretext of its authority has to be maintained since there is
nothing to replace it as moral instructor. The whole balance
of ethics and morals in our society has been justiýed, not
out of principle, but by reference to superstitions in which
no sane person any longer believes. With no intelligible
motives for civilised restraint from social behaviour, so far as
a vast section of the population is concerned, all that is left
to enforce harmony is the brute power of the State. And as
harmony is not amenable to force, we live in a jungle. It is
only in the wild, dark jungle that people believe in evil spirits,
never in the clear daylight of the cultivated plain.

*$**=l=**#l=$=l<*$*$$=l==lÂ=l=******

Approaching his eightieth year, F. A. Ridley ð ñthe last of
the Radicalsò ð is awaiting the publication of his magnum
opus ñThe Rise and Fall of the English Empireò (being
brought out by Medusa Press). It will be in four volumes, the
ýrstc 'n t' f th;th dt ' the adds, they ñkeep themselves free from aliexternal pressures, to 1310.31wijospggai 1:2ó;/rllill?Ighesyeai 22:;{Ã1he(1:;nú,%,OhÄe:[fgar

Ridley ð not being an academic and in the magic circle of
accepted sages ð has been neglected, like many writers who
have identiýed themselves with the working-class movement.
His monumental work on the ñJesuitsò is still riþed by
scholars; his next book on Christianity ð a mere 100,000
words ~ð dealing with its rise, has just been completed.


























