- SPAIN:

AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE RESISTANCE groups
inside Spain pregared for the reconstruction of the Confed-
eracion Nacional del Trabajo, we state that so far as we are
concerned the civil war which was unleashed by General
Franco against the people of Spain has not en natever
the foreign powers may decide.

All methods of struggle against the regime ar nissible
and acceptable including guerrilla action. We ask those in
Britain and France who criticise this to remember how the
Home Guard would have and the French Resistance did deal
with a similar situation.

The rotting corpse of Franco — kept so long alive upon the
throne like the rotting corpse of Philip by the mad queen
Juana — was preserved in existence for so long precisely
because there was no one to take his place except this play-
boy king. In this sense it represents if not a defeat for the
regime at least the need for the present regime to make an

armistice with the working people. To do this it is necessary)
to do more than have recourse to the cheap and expedient
amnesty of such prisoners as have survived — after so many
have been killed and tortured — or to allow some democrat-
ic rights when the whole nation has been destroyed.

An armistice supposes the granting of two demands:
1. An amnesty and restitution on the lines of that granted
by west Germany.
2. The abolition of the Army.

All prisoners and former prisoners must be amnestied and
compensated; and victim’s families given some restitution asf
did the West German Government (which did not benefit in
the same way the Spanish Government has). All property
must be restored including industries collectivised by the
workers during the civil war, which were legitimised by the
‘Republican Government and only annulled by force of arms
by the occupying army.

The disgraceful, cowardly and treacherous officers of the
Army, who go to war only with their own subjects, and so
far from being a force of defence .soughtforeign aid to subjug:
ate their country, must be dismissed, and the Army disband-
ed. It represents an alien force of conquest over the Spanish
people which extends colonial rule into the peninsula. |

All criminals of war and peace must be brought to account.

~ We further state: The funds of the CNT, seized by the victars
and recently restored into the hands of Octavio Alberola in
connection with the detention of Spanish banker Suarez, which
have been re-confiscated by the French police, should be re-
funded. The French and British police have consistently har-
asssed the libertarian Resistance in order to help Franco. Now
it should be pointed out that it is playing the game of the Com-
munist Party by harassing the only force that can prevent the
Communist Party taking over the labour movement.

We evince the Interpol co-operation which has prevented
Miguel Garcia from obtaining his passport without surrendering
his right of residence; the Dutch-German police co-operation in
- preventing Stuart Christie from attending an anti-Franco rally
in Offenbach (Germany) though travelling on a valid British
passport; and the persecution of Octavio Alberola and many
others which have included raids by French police on British
homes with the connivance of Scotland Yard officers. The
sum total of the complaints against them is their support for
the Spanfsh libertarian movement.

The urgent need of the Franco regime is to make itself accept-
able to those whom it liquidated and where it did not murder
or imprison, reduced to poverty and despair. None of this is
changed by the playboy king. Against it we call on the workers
councils to come out openly and form constituent parts of the
- reconstructed CNT. We reject all collaboration with the
(We urge all comrades to circulate copies of the above press state-

ment by the Federacion Obrera Iberica to their local press, trade-
.-union branch and diplomatic service).
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Comisiones Obreras (the UGT does not really exist) unless they
shake off the domination by the Communist Party. We have
not taken the full brunt of the repression of one dictatorship
to accept another. The Communist Party is rejected by us as
beyond the pale of acceptance by its dictatorial methods, its
subservience to Russia and its record in the civil war,

While rejecting political alliances, we stand for a federalist
alliance with all who struggle against the unitary state and
for a confederation of free societies within the peninsula as a
whole, ignoring the divisions made in the names of forgotten
kings who gave away people like wedding gifts. While reject-
ing a Basque or Catalan government, we recognise the need
for independence for these and other areas in a federal penin-
sula. |

We call on labour movements throughout the world to
prevent all seeking to intervene in the Spanish labour move
ment. We call for the end of Interpol harassment of the
Resistance movement whichhas kept Franco in power so long,
and was a poor return for the help given the French Resistance

~ and British Intelligence by Spanish guerrillas in the world war.

Other than that we do not call on the British labour movement
for help. It has done nothing all these years for us and if at
this moment, having done nothing for the Resistance, it helps

‘the Communist Party, it is backing the wrong horse. The

Communist Party will wipe out social democracy and they
will then regard Spain as lost for ever to democratic aims.
Maybe British workers are so satisfied with the State’s social’
ism that they prefer it to Stateless socialism — we doubt it,
but we don’t want it wished on us. We are stateless social-

.ists, that is to say anarchists.

We are aware of the hypocrisy of the Right which pretends
to oppose communism because of its dictatorship but regards
a non-dictatorial, anti-Bolshevik, stateless communism as
criminal of itself. Journalists should bear in mind when re-
tailing this sort of propaganda against the anarchist-move-
ment in Spain that they are now playing the communist
game instead of the fascist.

FACTS ABOUT THE C.N.T. AT THE PRESENT TIME

1. The CNT has always been the majority union in Spain
preferred by most workers. It has taken the brunt of the
Resistance since its destruction by General Franco. The
FOI REAFFIRMS THE ANARCHO-SYNDICALIST AND
INTERNATIONALIST PRINCIPLES OF THE C.N.T. It
calls for the immediate reconstruction of the CNT in Spain
based upon the traditional workers’ locals, the nucleus of
which inevitably must be the regional committees of the
CNT inside Spain which have survived the dictatorship.

2. The FOI calls upon those workers whom it has contacted
in the emigration, when returning to Spain, to form workers’
councils in all places of work, and to carry on the struggle
against the dictatorship and the class struggle which is insep-
arable from it. |

3. 1t recognises the moribund nature of the exile movement
centred in Toulouse, the so-called International Secretariat,
which is unable to provide any clear call for the reconstruct-
ion of the CNT at this juncture, and which was evinced by
its failure to aid the Resistance movement. It proposes to
ignore this body in future dealings with Spain but calls on it
to dissolve and support the general move for a reconstruct-
ion of the CNT within Spain.

4. Similarly the FOI calls on its locals in Spain to dissolve
the moment the reconstruction of the CNT can take place
and to become part of the CNT. It does not seek to be a
schism but it does condemn the governmental and author-
itarian tendencies which crept into its ranks:during the
civil war and have had little part Ih & Resision
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