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F -ernando Qarballo Blanco (51) I18 the_ longest SPBJIII t110_118h 110'! 0? óÃ116 $113131? Of bþlldltry any one person can suffer, particularly
5*ó-"V1115 P01111011 P11-80n6I lnSpain. His case and terrorism of wluch both Carballo and wrthm the re- . . pressive environment of Alicante
deserves the 3-ctlve SIIPPOII and Sþlldþþliy 1111' myself were accused, but all Carballo Blanco Prison where he is the only political prisoneranarchists and hbertarian socialists for was guilty of was being a member of the We are launching a HIHJOI campaign of inter
without question he is serving his sentence
only for the crime of being a Spanish worker C N T and meeting a clandestine contact national solidarity with this comrade in

from the anarclust movement in France at a COI'l]l.1I1C1Il0I1 with the Coimte Pro-Preses incommitted to the ideas of anarcho-syndicalism.
Carballo Iwas sentenced to 30 years in 1964,

togeth_er_ with myself, by a Consejo de Guerra
Sumansimo under the laws relating to banditry
and terrorism. I was sentenced to 20 years
but served only 3% years before being
manted a ñclemencyò (only after the kid-
napping of a Spanish diplomat in London and
the niachnie-gunning of the American
Embassy in London in 1967), but Carballo
Blaiico remains in prison to this day.

I was guilty of carrying explosives into

 i-- __ _

pre arranged rendezvous in Madrid No France and we urge all comrades to make
evidence was brought forward at our Court their feehngs known to the Spanish Ambassa
Martial to substantiate the Brigado Pohtico dor, The Director General de Prisiones in
Social allegations that Fernando had been Madrid, the Director of the Prision Provincial
involved in planting explosive devices or de Alicante along with letters of sohdarity
even that he had knowledge that I would be to Fernando himself Let us do everything
bringing explosives with me for deposit in to ensure that this year is the last Fernando
M3111-óId Carballo Blanco remains behind bars

The Spanish prison authorities have been S IIIIII
making hfe particularly difýcult for Fernando wart C sue
Carballo Blanco over the past year or so and
th h t t th b f

III Is I ml 0 I Hum er 0 mdmmues $mac%or Alvarez, 87 rue de Patay 75013
aris

(Contributions please to J Marcos, c/0



Dear comrades,
Fm not disillusioned with the Anarchist
Movement - although I think its only
ñBlack Flagò which keeps my faith in
anarchists. Seems to me there are too many
trendy ñIndividualistsò or ultra libertarians
(so they think) wanting to criticise every-
thing just for the sake of it or because, they
arenôt doing anything constructive themselves.
I think R. Yves Bretoifs letter to Black Flag
is typical of what I am trying to say as
regards ñ20th Century Libertariansò. And
Black Flagôs reply couldnôt have been put
better.

If things carry on like that, anarchism
which is a straight-forward philosophy,
will become like Christianity and Marxism
with everybody arguing its original meaning.
Sometimes I wish that resurrection was
possible so we could ask these dead heroes
what they really meant. Probably find
out that Jesus was an Orthodox Jew and
that Marx agreed with Bakunin, but didn't
like to say as it would deþate his ego.
When I discovered anarchism, it seemed
a good enough label to adopt. Nobody I
knew agreed with my opinions in that I was
an individualist until I discovered there
was a 100 year old philosophy which
corresponded with my opinions, and so I
was neither insane or an individualist.
Then during my involvement with anarchists
I discovered there were various suffixes
and misleading titles. As I came to
anarchism through the P.P.U. Ióm ashamed
to say that I once called myself an anarchist-
pacifist ð butafter learning the hypocrises
of paciýsts and that there was no such thing
as violent-anarchists and that anarchists
were also against war, it was no longer
necessary to call myself an anarchist-
paciýst as anarchist meant the same thing.
The same with anarchist-individualist and
even with syndicalist or unionist unless of
course, you belong to a union which is
revolutionary and anarchist but if youôre
a member of the T and G.W.U. there's not
much point. Even if you do belong to such
a union which only comprises of say 50
members thereôs still not much point. What
would be more to the point is to say that
you were a goup of anarchists trying to
form a union which is revolutionary and
opposed to government. Itôs the same with
the preýxes Evolutionary-anarchist and
P.evolutionaryðanarchist. If a person believes
the world and its systems to be oppressive
and likened to a prison, how can they not
have the desire to break free and therefore
be revolutionary. If one says that he is
evolutionary that is to say he is a stoic, or
living in luxury so that it is not that important
to have a revolution.

In the final analysis, you find the real
authoritarians are the ones who accuse you
of being authoritarian i.e. If you donôt see
things their way you must be authoritarian.

ðiI-I 1 1 óJ !__ I.I.ó .1ó

I had to laugh at Socialist Worker this
week, there was for some obscure reason
a photo of some blokes sticking a Catalan
Flag over a Franco war memorial. The only
thing that can be said in its favour is that
its against the law ð but other than that its
purely nationalistic. On the bottom of the
page is a map of Iberia with ñBasque
Countryò written in capitals. I.S. seems
to go a bundle on supporting nationalism
whilst promoting Internationalism. I asked
our Bolshevik paper boy why, in one issue
on the Civil War, the anarchists didn't get
a mention. His reply was, ñwe donôt
mention anarchists because of their inability
to mobilise workers. I~Ieôs trying to
convert me!

Best wishes,

Graham S.
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said ñWell Miguel-is wrong . . .ò and cited
so_m_e congress or other at which the óanarchist
ministersô were supposed to have gained
mass approval of their actions from the CNT
membership. Can it be that Miguel hasnôt
read all the right books? Or is it that participa-

ÃX Cu S E Ni E ting throughout the Spanish revolution leaves
N O U óS ) R U ,,, , one lessknowledgable than AWA about

these things? I understand Miguel has never
been to university, perhaps this is why AWA

N H / C H Fl R E Y9 ii ? } knows more than him what his comrades and
he said and did?

VI 0 D 5 R H T E i me wonder if _I m m the same movement.
L. ' I'm an anarchist. Could you tell me what

{ A N E X "C R E Iò? E Ä Day schools like this one of AWAós make
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London N.4.
Dear Critics of AWA,
Keep up the good work. Iôm sick and tired
of sitting down listening to lectures from
self-appointed know-it-alls. I always con-
sidered myself part of the silent majority until
going to the recent day school which you
commented on last month. I think its about
time a few more anarchists started sticking
up for traditional class war anarchism ð
ñindividualist, fascist, Marxist nut-case
bomb-throwers . . .ò that we are ð without
AWA claiming that they are the only ones
who really know what the class struggle is
all about.

I'm sure AWA will condemn me for not
seeing their su eriority. But then, I"m
only a workirlgclass -anarchist.

Fraternally,
Mark H.

Dear Black Flag,
I was relieved to see the letter describing the
AWA day-school ýasco in the last issue. As
someone else who was there I too was amazed
to hear an AWA member deliver a paper on
the British anarchist movement without once
mentioning the Anarchist Black Cross (even
criticallyl). This to me is as insulting as it
is pointless. Why talk about the Anarchist
movement at all if you are only going to
mention one part of itó? AWA members tried
to excuse this at the time by saying they
didn't have enough time to mention all the
groups about . . . Personally I fmd this a
bit much to swallow. .

I was also a bit put off by the way one AWA
salesman tried to show he knew more than
Miguel Garcia about the anarchists participa-
tion in the Spanish Republican Government.
Someone from Black Flag quoted Miguel
as saying that Garcia Oliver & Co., didn't
consult him or the other members of the
CNT over their joining the Government.
Immediatellô the muÁh'1'e3d AWA Comradeò than a belief in the efficacy of the punishment.
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Yours in spite of AWA,

SERIOUS CONTROVERSY OR SILLY
POLEMIC?

April 1976

Letter to Black Flag.

Do you know your arse from your elbowó?
You appeal to all anarchists for help with
the publishing programme of the Cienfuegos
Press, and you deserve help with this work
from all anarchists. But at the same time
you fill ñBlack Flagò with factions and
factitious attacks on other anarchists ð_ _
the ORA/AWA on one side and the individu-
alists on the other, and the Freedom Press
in the middle.

Your attack in the latter in Volume IV
No. 7 (March 1976) was at least conýned
to the back page, but even so it was really
ridiculous. What do you mean by saying
in reply to P.R. that ñFreedomò, like
Kropotkin, is guilty of ñcompromise on
issues of the timeò? What doyou mean by
printing without comment R.A.P.ós
nonsense about ñFreedomò? When was
there ñthe story in óFreedomô that it is
the same paper that has been published
since 1886ò? When has there been ñcon-
stant sniping in its columns at the
johnny-come-lately óBlack Flag. ò? When
have there been ñsnide attacks on Meltzer,
Graham, Bonnano and others which now
punctuate it from time to timeò? In fact,
when did ñFreedomò ever print an attack
on you except in self-defence, and then
very seldom?

No one is asking you to stiþe serious
controversy, but I am asking you to think
twice before ]Ä})OIliI'ig your excellent work
b rintin só o emic.

Y P g y p Nicolas Walter.

To reply in order of questions. (1) Yes.
(2) Would it riot be dishonest to refrain
from criticisms considered merited merely to
gain support? (3) In 1914, pacijism was
persecuted and revolutionary: today the
Establishment has, in peace time, adopted non
violent cant. For libertarians to label anar-
chists true to their principles ñviolentò or
ñterroristò exceeds anything Kropotkin did
at the time. (4) Comment was superþuous
as we agreed with it. (5) That ñFreedomò
is the same, or substantially the same as
the paper founded in 1886 is repeated
therein many times; and always when re-
counting the past. (6) Not read ñThrough
the Anarchist Pressò lately? Or many other
comments? (7) Not so. Most probably
all ñFlagò criticisms, other than letters, are
in reply to ñFreedomò contributors rather
than initiated in these columns. (8) If we
occasionally cane someone in front of the
class, bear with us. Patience is at times
sorely tried... it is more in healthyianger D
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Celebrate 1926? It was a defeat arising from a betrayal.
Celebratewhat? Only theparting of the ways for the labour
movement. Here it was above all the General Strike that was
a decisive test for the workersô movement. Before then, with
all its faults, there was a working class movement. Afterwards
it disintegrated, and the name was taken over by class
enemies... It was not the General Strike which caused this to
happen, but it marked the process by which it happenedhere.
It was a watershed of our class history. There were many
currents within the working class movement. Not all went
into the major sea of parliamentary reformism. But those
that did were channelled off into minor streams.

We neglect at our peril the old syndicalist traditions which
existed within the British working class movement before
1926. This is why, in ñBlack Flagò we have always accentu-
ated the need to discover our old traditions and history. To
the extent socialism was a working-class movement, it was
libertarian ð just as in other countries. It was the canalisation
of socialism by the iniddle-classes into planned t es that
caused libertarian socialism to become a backwater explored
only by sectarians.

During the First World War the working-class had rejected
the bureaucratic topheavy and reformist trade unidn leader-
ship which had compromised itself with the State. The shop
stewardsô movement had developed as a decentralising shop-
þoor corrective. In effect, there was one vertical movement
(controlled from above downwards) and one horizontal
movement cutting across it (controlled from the shop þoor).
This existed formally in many other countries: to ensure the
ñverticalò movement was triumphant the full force of the
State was used against the workers to whatever extent__was*
necessary. Ever since the one gauge of democracy has been
f not the extent to which society is managed by those who
make it up ð but the extent to which repression had to be
used against the people to make them accept the fact of rule
from above.

The difference between ñverticalò and ñhorizontalò
umonism was informal in this country; but it existed never-
theless. The TUC managed, after 1926, to break with the
last vestiges of syndicalism and of independent action. More
than ever they leaned to parliamentary participation in
seeking to gain the struggles they could not gain by industrial
action. The establishment had a bad fright in 1926 ð it took
them along time to get over it ð but the TUC General
Council was even more frightened than they of the possibilities
which the conþict had evoked. This is what made them lean
more heavily on the Labour Party, which had been infiltrated
and conquered by the middle class intellectual óauthoritarian-
ism of the Fabians.

The inþuence of the Communist Party was from the ýrst
a treason to the whole conception of the working class
movement. It made ñrevolutionò synonymous with State
dictatorship. It tried to impose its own authority ð- not

succeeding in Britain, it subordinated the struggle in 1926
to the leadership of the TUC General Council and thereafter
to parliamentary socialism. It diverted all struggle into what
were presumed to be ñLeftò causes but were all concerned
with the defence of the Russian dictatorship.

When the working class movement became Statist it ceased
to be working class. It was pushed into defensive positions in
the thirties -the fear of fascism, the struggle against sub-
standard housing, the battle against unemployment. These
were the battles of the ñOld Leftò -ð succeeded by the ñNew
Leftò, still with Statist ideas, always with the fallback of
supporting the Labour Party, still supporting dictatorial move-
ment abroad, still wanting to subordinate the working class
to an intellectual middle-class leadership ð now a student one.

It plays on the fear of fascism when only its ghost appears;
it struggles to get into sub-standard housing, by squatting
rather than get out of it; and on the subject of unemployment
it is divided between those who want the ñright to workò and
those who want the right ñnever to work againò!

One looks with amazement at all that is left of the concep-
tion of the movement ýfty years after 1926. What has it to
do with usó?, we ask. The workers ask it too. What has it to
do with the class struggle or with social liberationó? It deals
in State reforms, in liberal measures, in State participation,
in national liberation, in support for tyranny everywhere
provided its labelled ñLeftò by Moscow. But of the elements
of democracy and socialism, not even to speak of syndicalism
or anarchism, not a trace -- but one ..

It still pays lip service to workers control from time to time,
and next year it is proposed that this will become ñlawò . . .
the Old and the New Left will be at one in the Labour Party
scheme for ñmanagement participationò. You want workersô
control? You shall have it . . . we shall simply give the name
to something utterly different. Just as in Russia where the
name ñsovietsò implying something democratic and socialist
ð has been taken by the State and given to something utterly
and completely in contrast! Just as in Germany where the
name of socialism and of ñfolkò ð the people ð was given
to something utterly different to socialism and opposed to
the people!

So it will be here. The name of the cause that cannot be
eradicated will be taken as a label for its opposite. That is the
very stuff of State oppression.

In ýfty years not only have we gained nothing, we have
lost everything, so far as aspirations to freedom are concerned
The material beneýts consequent upon the efforts of civilisa-
tion as a whole ð- lauded as being due to the State in totalitar-
ian countries or to the Chancellor in power for the time being
in parliamentary ones ð mean that, inevitably, our living
conditions have improved. But as for getting the whole
beneýts for ourselves we have taken many paces back.

We have not lost our traditions though the Statists would
rewrite history. But we need begnnings too.

P
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Allegations of maltreatment of patients at St. Augustine's
mental hospital have been upheld by an official enquiry.
There is nothing new or unknown about the unsatisfactory
state of mental hospitals; nor in present circumstances is
there any major way of preventing the bullying of the mentally
ill or the aged save by constant vigilance. This case came to
light only because pf two male nurses at the hospital pub-
lishing their own dossier of criticisms which led to the enquiry.

Needless to say, attempts were made to prevent that dossier
ever reaching the (public. A curious sideline was a report that
attempts had been made to ñdefame the characterò of one
of the campaigning mental nurses. t

To quote the ñGuardianò: ñDr. Brian Ankers, a chemist,
who worked as a nurse for a temporary period, said, óIt was
suggested that I was an anarchist and part of an international
conspiracy to cause trouble at mental hospitals. Shortly
after our first criticisms were published I was moved to the
heaviest geriatric ward in the hospital. Many people saw it as
an attempt to get me to resign, but I would notô.ò

Our old friend the international conspiracy rears his hoary
head whenever officialdom is in trouble. But it was appr opriate
that once they had decided Dr.Ankers was an anarchist they
decided, as a ñshifterò, to put him in geriatrics! Too subtle
for the minds of officialdom to know that the senior geriatric
specialist in the country is an anarchist, Dr. Alex Comfort: we
do not think it has yet been suggested he uses his talents at the
service of an international conspiracy. ñThatôs a Comfort.ò

It is now pretty obvious that a deliberate attempt was made
by South African business interests to smash the Liberal Party
which has been an embarrassment. They lend a respectable
image to anti-apartheid activities, and prove at any rate a
troublesome gadfly. That is the background to the Thorpe
affair and to the Hain affair. '

Whilst condemning the South African businessmen, pause
to consider how many times agents of big business and of
Governments too have employed the same type of trick; in the
main these tactics have been used against the Anarchist move-
ment. Can the I-Iain affair, troublesome as it was to Peter
Hain to be accused of a bank theft, and acquitted, stand up
against the Sacco-Vanzetti caseó? He would not say so for a
moment. Can the Thorpe affair, embarrassing and difficult as it
has been for him, stand up against the anti-Makhno campaign
of villificationó? How many times have official -police launched
false accusations against Anarchists?

A further reþection on the Hain case is the utter and
sickening hypocrisy of the press. Hain was acquitted by a
majority verdict; all the press join in to say, as is true, that the
case should never have been brought. But a couple of heads
the other way and the headlines would allhave been scream-
ing The Hidden Life of Peter Hain and villifying the ñbank
robber who masked as a Liberal Party activistò . . .

A question to the snotty Young Liberals who told Mr.
Thorpe that he ought to have ignored the statement of the
unbalanced Norman Scott-Yosiffe who at every turn in his
life blames Jeremy Thorpe whom he says ñseducedò and (shades
of "Peg$ô paper) ñbrutally discarded himò. They said
Mr. Thorpe should have met the statement with a bland
statement that his sex life was nobodyôs business but his own.
A bit much to expect from a politician, especially one with
the puritanical West Country on his back! Should Mr. Hain
equally have said that all capitalism is robbery while making
no statement either way as to his alleged involvementó?

Is there any doctrine more generally discredited than the
one which says we have not only the right, but the duty, to
declare war on a neighbouring nation merely because we
disagree with its institutionsó? p

What Member of Parliament will say that we ought to
declare war on Russia immediately to mark our disapproval
of State Communismó? Only after war is declared ð as in

the case of Hitlerôs Germany -ð will they declare that '
disapproval of its institutions is what the war is all about.

Yet the theory of a war of disapproval ð condemnation if
a óregicide peaceô ð is Edmund Burkeôs no less than the theory
that M.P.s are órepresentativesô of their constituents and not
ódelegatesô. Burke took, by deýnition, no heed of his constitu-
entsô views when he aired his theory. He obtained no
conýrmation of it by law. Yet every M.P. quotes it as if it
were constitutional law and one which every citizen had taken
an oath to observe!

It is convenient for them, because having got themselves
elected, they can then cheerfully ignore anything their
constituents want; and moreover hold it undemocratic and
even criminal for them to try and pressurise them.

The recent hard light thrown at the selection of Labour
Party candidates as a result of Trotskyist inýltration in the
ward committees shows how undemocratically they have
been chosen; and how they scream when these rules are used
against them! Once chosen, what is the electorate expected
to do? It has the choice between a few candidates chosen
by a fewpeople, The only intelligent course would be to
abstain totally; and this every propaganda medium denounces.

BEST OF TWO AL TER./VA TYVES '
The busted marriage of Princess Margaret has brought the
limelight on young Roddy Llewellyn, the very well-heeled
young man with whom she has been cavorting . . .. in a
ñcommuneò that he belongs to, and in a West Indian island.
Moving between the Caribbean paradise and the commune,
Her Gracious Highness has been dropping out amongst the
weekend hippies at a farm supplying macrobiotic foods to a
communal restaurant . . . as its not too far from the Duke
of Beaufortôs place, one can always change clothes and go
over for the fox hunting.

The group of well heeled young socialites who joined together
to buy a ñcommuneò are by no means unusual. One knows
from oneôs own experience of rich young ladies and gentle-
men who live on squats. They could buy up the whole terrace
if they wanted to. But they have ñdropped outò. Donôt talk
about class war its so dreary!

While one appreciates that the rich who form communes
and live ñfree, liberatedò lives are no worse than the rich '
who buy detached houses in leafy suburbs, they are no better
either; and at least the latter are the open enemy. Our society
is becoming like that in the later stages of the French
Revolution . . . the mauvais riche still had plenty of money,
but they didnôt þaunt it; they were somewhat ashamed to
show it, but they held on to it and þaunted their simple tastes.
All of which cost just as much money . . .

When one sees TV writers, doctors, producers, journalists,
all living in squats ð- and usually picking the best - one
tends to smile at the blow on the shins for the wealthy
developers. But there is another side to it. One appreciates
hippies have every right to take over a house and smoke the
day away peacefully. But are they entitled to prevent working
families getting into the only homes they can get, for which
they are ð maybe stupidly, but patiently waiting, while
they hold up housing projects and call plaintively on the
ñvanguardò to come and protect them, Big Brothers to replace
the State from which they have dropped outó?

ROME RECALLED
According to Le Monde (March 6th) ñthe CNT, the old
anarchist trade union confederation, all-powerfulat the
beginning of the Civil War, and which was thought to be dead
is returning from the Catacombs.ò Not, however, from the
grave (as a mistranslation from Le Monde has it). There is
a big difference: in the catacombs the Resistance went on to
the bloodthirsty Caesars.

Declares a advert for a lecture on ósexismô - ñWe are not
born men and women. This happens later because of the
attitudes of society.ò Is it sexist to say that (with a few
dubious exceptions) this is untrue?


























