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TWO COMRADES AWAIT DEATH
SENTENCE IN IRELAND.

Our two young comrades Marie McPhillips
(Murray) and Noel Murray have been
sentenced to death by the Special Criminal
Court in Dublin. This is a face-saving
device by the Irish Government to show
England it is taking stern measures

against the IRA, without taking it on.

The “Court’’ is a political appointment
similar to the Nazi People’s Courts. There
is no jury. Were such a “Court” to be
used by the British against the IRA, there
would be protests about tyranny all over
Ireland. This tyranny exists in the Irish
Republic. The hangman would have to

be imported from England. Protests must
be made to the Home Secretary not to
allow a hired mercenary for this task.

Permission to appeal has been refused
our comrades, and immediate protest
-action must be taken by all comrades.
Send letters or telegrams of protest to
Premier Cosgrave, Government Buildings,
Dublin, Eire, or to the Justice Minister(?)
at the same address. The Irish Embassy
is at 17 Grosvenor Place, London SW1.

A flood of our letters and protests should
also go immediately to the Minister of
Justice, at the International Court of
Appeal in Strasbourg. Get your trade
union to send a formal letter of protest.
But act NOW.

The death sentence on Noel and Marie
has been deferred to the 29th July. Ronan
Stenson is still awaiting sentence, There
is no time to lose show solidarity and
MAKE OUR PROTESTS EFFECTIVE.

New Attack by CNT on Comisiones Obreros -

Luis Andres Edo, the veteran and prominent
militant of the CNT has declared of Marcelino
Camacho’s recent statement that : ** It is
lamentable Camacho should share the same
interest as capitalism in ‘regimenting’ the
labour movement”’. (Edo was a colleague

of Camacho while in prison). On the sub-
ject of the Co-ordination of Union Forces

Edo went on to say that the “CNT is against
unity by decree. The unity which is eulogised
at the moment is organised from the top down
and does not take into consideration the
interests of the rank and file. Only a

workers congress can decide finally on this
matter.

For its part, the Badalona Local Federat-
ion of the CNT has accused the Comisiones
Obreros of similar highhandedness: * The
manouevre of the Comisiones Obreros pre-
supposes a unitarianism imposed from above
which can only serve the needs of certain
political parties, even though these may be
in direct conflict with the needs and inter-
ests of the workers and peasants”, accord-
ing to a communique issued yesterday.

- £6; US M.H. £5; London JT £1.20;

" Fund, organised from Toronto which has

BALLADE IN A BAD TEMPER
: Leuis{ MacNeice

Gentlemen who bess the age—
Magistrate, magnate, editor,

Problems, problems. The Deficit is going
up UP UP. State of play as at 25th June
1976:

Black Flag X P

Deficit carried fwd. 1275.27  Greasy priest and crooked sage,
Printing & production 185.00  Field Marshal and Prime Minister—
Postage 87.25 I have no liking to defer
Rent 48.00 To capitalist or bureaucrat;
Stationery 2.50 As for your Social Register
£1598. 02 You know what you can do with that!
Subs & sales £129. 05 And all you hacks who line the stage
Donations * 46.70 12515 50 lick r;tlheir boots and call them “Sir’,
habit
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Your only business to concur,

Excuse me if I must demur-

At holding anybody’s hat

(You say that it is de rigeur?)—

You know what you can do with that!

*Glasgow A.Mc. £6; Essex M.E. £1.90;
London L.S. £1.80; J.T. 50p; Swansea
D.W. £3.50; Chicago R.C. £30; H.M.
Prison, M.S. £3.

The administration costs of running Black
Flag would be nil but for the fact that it

is sustaining Anarchist Black CROSS which
swells the postage bill to an incredible
height . . . we urgently need a rally round.

Prisoners Resistance Fund

Balance carried fwd. £10.04
Guam S.S. £9.37; Cosham (Hants) S.B.

And you, the Moderates, who assuage
Their anger with a gentle purr

And lying low attempt to gauge

The way the weathercock will stir,
Your brains a mere barometer,

Who sold your birthright for a fat
Mess of pottage — I infer

You know what you can do with that!

Envoi

Raffle organised Newcastle-u-Lyne per You too, my philanthorpic sir,

MT £20 — Total £51. 61 Ready to skin the alley cat
Veterans concert — £11. 00 If anyone would buy the fur —
£40. 00 You know what you can do with that!

Not a big turn out, saved by some “old
faithfuls” and magnificent showing by
Staffs comrades. However more than
atoned by having been able to direct lots
of direct aid to Spanish comrades in new
situation — in particular IWW Defence

I'M HAING A
DIFFICULT TIME

DETERMINING IF
M PARANOID OR
PERCEPTIVE!

been doing a grand job for some CNT
prisoners, latest of them Carballo Blanco.

”

Consternation has raged in Detroit over the
past few days as a result of a fake ad which
appeared in our sister paper, Fifth Estate.
The ad, supposedly placed by General Mot-
ors, urged criminals or crazed leftists not to
kidnap any one of 15 senior management
officials whose names, addresses (all top
secret in Detroit) and weak points in their
security were listed in the advert. The
reason for this passioned appeal was that
despite a recorded profit of $800 million
dollars (net) in the first quarter (!) of 1976
it was not a civilised thing to do. Some
people have no sense of humour!

. The CNT communique from Badalona
concluded with a protest concerning a
militant of their organisation who, in spite
of having already served 25 years in prison
still has another 18 years to serve, and a
call for the release of all political prisoners
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ANARCHO-QUIZ

1. What did Sir Robert Bruce Lockhart
(British ‘man in Moscow during the
Revolution’) describe as Trotsky’s ‘first
great operation as Commissar of War’; and
what personal motivation did he suggest
impelled Trotsky? |

2. For what “atrocity’” was General
Butler, commanding the US troops
occupying Confederate New Orleans in
the Civil War, known as ‘Butler the
Beast’?

3. What sensational kidnapping of
political hostages had, far-reaching conse-
quences (though it ended farcically)
because of the leniency shown its perpe-
trators — who became world famous
statesmen?

4. How was it that the first woman
elected to the House of Commons did
not know about it for a week?

S. After an attempted assassination of

a foreign Head of State involving a
Birmingham-made bomb, the Prime
Minister was warned by the Government
concerned of ‘assassination elevated

into doctrine’ and introduced a Bill to
curb it. How was this received by the
House of Commons?

6. Many old buccaneers of the Spanish
Main were hanged at the yardarm though
others were pardoned if they switched
to serving the Crown. What happened to

the notorious swashbuckler Blackbourne?
— the stickiest, most appropriate end
of all?

(Answers on p §




ASTRUGGLEFORTHESLUIMS

The clashes over Asian immigration are said to stem from Mr. Enoch
Powell’s speeches, say many worthy Establishment liberals.
Strange that no heads are broken demanding free monetarism;
there are no stabbings as a result of his cry for more police power;
and nobody, not even in Ulster, is roused to angry demonstration
in favour of his theory that Loyalism means loyalty to the Crown
in Parliament! Only, on the subject of immigration, it seems, does
his gloquence convince people into fury, which rather underlines
the falsity of the “great man” theory once again and suggests that
it merely happens that his utterances happen to run parallel to
prevailing opinion.

Easy to court cheap popularity among the Asian youth by
protesting that all who object to immigration are “fascists” and
racialists. We do not need to follow the IS, IMG, old unclear
Trot cobblers and all by demands to “ban the National Front,”
like the “revolutionaries” so infatuated with the State they even
expect it to make the revolution for them given sufficient resolu-
tions backed up by chanting demonstrators.

The-fact is that there is strong working class resistance to the
present policy on immigration and to racial policies generally.
Why be an ostrich? There is far less middle class resistance
because it does not affect them in the same way. The Estab-
lishment is liberal because it lives in leafy suburbs with ample
space and wide lawns and where one can’t hear one’s neighbours.
They chat with the Indian doctor of philosophy on the way to
the local shop and pride themselves on achieving racial harmony.
Only when they are politicians on the make do they play the
Numbers Game (which the liberals play exactly the opposite way).
But if there were no issues there would be no votes to gain. The
fascists do not invent the problem any more than revolutionaries
do class issues. They are a product of it.

The importance of the fascist victory on the racial front is
seen in one important issue. The whole basis of the State is to
parcel off the world into partitions, and declare that it owns the
whole of one territory. It purports to control the individual by
right from birth unless swearing allegiance to another State. It
controls and restricts his or her movements; as if it owned the
earth, sea and air by natural right. Nobody could possibly justify
this in this day and age, the whole idea has taken a bashing with
modern transport, modern ideas, the lapse of superstition.
Suddenly, in a relatively free society, a majority of the people
most exploited in this way turn round not merely to defend such
a system, but to advocate even greater controls by the State.
What a victory for Statism! “Long live our chains!”

Yet it is impossible to go along with all the zany ideas of the
Establishment liberals. The African States weren’t being
““racialist” when they kicked out the Asians; they were simply
trying to dispose of a middle-class which was notoriously
exploitative. They didn’t want to take out local citizenship
because it would have brought them down to the level of the
Africans. i

The racial squealing of the fascists trying to exploit the “poor
white”” mentality (“If only I were black . . .” they significantly
whine) balances the welfare statism of the liberal establishment
who see (and this is not cynical) a fertile field for their talents in
the do-good field. Social workers, find the arrival of ready-made
“minorities” with their problems an ideal field of endeavour;
they swarm around the ghettoes like old time missionaries.

A lot of the working class resentment is not so much against
colour, it is against this middle-class liberal patronising, and also
for it, because it wants to join in the something-for-nothing
auction market which is the basis of social-democracy today, the
Welfare State and the “claims” on State compassion in which
somebody must be at the end of the queue and anyone who
lengthens the queue causes hardship.

Because militancy and independence (they are the same thing
in the working-class though alternatives in the middle-class) have
been jettisoned, there is a claims rush — a copper rush more than a
gold one! — for handouts from the Welfare State, the do-gooder
principle demands naturally, logically and compassionately that
the harder the case the higher the position in the queue. Scales
of immigration always cause some problems in society and colour
causes others; but this is behind the bitterness and the tension on
the white side.

This is the attitude that must be overcome and it is not over-
come by telling those who hold it that they are really fascists

did they but know it — or one creates the very situation one was
trying to avoid.

Then too immigration flows naturally from em. igration; the
one causes the other. For two centuries the British people have
been sold the line that all their problems are to be solved by
er. igration, now they are told that all their problems are caused
by immigration or that immigration poses no problems.

Capitalism deliberately depopulated the land to get a reservoir
of labour more or less at the bottom of industrial society. Even
since 1945, when all the economic hens have .come home to roost,
emigration has continued at a steady pace -- not to one country
but into huge sub-continents and territories.

The result, with a falling birth-rate, would be depopulation
on a grand scale like that of the Highlands: it is perfectly obvious
the industrialists had two choices — either to persuade the Govern-
ment to stop emigration — and this would have been and still is
a highly unpopular course, not could it have been enforced without
a “Berlin Wall” (which is precisely why the Berlin Wall was
built) — or to encourage immigration. It cannot be supposed
they could have adopted the only possible alternative to wind up
their industries the way the Scottish landlords wound up the
economy of the country so that they could hunt pheasants on it.

What has been the result? There has always been a steady
reserve at the bottom of the rung of industrial society, a sub-
merged section from which it is sometimes impossible to escape
and one is caught by social pressures. This surrounds and entraps
in turn the lower paid worker, and the higher paid worker has
to fight to get out of it and incidentally come into economic
conflict with differently paid workers as a result. As if with a
wand, or a stroke of modern technology (and no doubt they
would have planned it that way if they could) the ruling class of
this country has changed the colour of their adversaries: has
brought in African and Asian workers to fill up the slums (and
get the blame for the slums existing), or to find their way on to
the social services and urban housing (and get the blame for
jumping the queue, and because of the steady rate of emigration
(which was planned) coupled with the rate of immigration (which
was not).

So far from this causing the capitalists embarrassment, on the
contrary, the white workers are rallying round the State as never
before — demanding more restrictions on liberty! They are
abandoning internationalist ideas which were rocking capitalism
and at any rate forming a pool for the right wing to swim in. The
most bitter of all, of course, are those who are left behind in the
submerged bottom of society, along with the immigrants: the
poorest in society — always reckoned to be the most dangerous
from the point of revolution — are transformed into the most
reactionary along with the unemployed and unemployable young
blacks! Too much to say that the whole thing was a planncd
trick of the reactionary forces; but it couldn’t have been better
for them if it had been..

It is no good pretending there is a facile answer, producing a
few liberal or socialistic slogans.

But one may note the classic element of immigration tension
is missing because of the existence of a labour movement. Say
what one will about the trade union leadership, while free workers
organisations exist fascism cannot triumph. The sharpest divisions
that have come over the use of immigration has been the use of
the pauper alien as sweated labour in order to undercut wages.
The trade union movement has, by and large, prevented this.
Maybe it exists to some degree among Pakistanis and Cypriots as
the result of ignorance and swindling. Butitisa minimal cause of
the tension which exists: it is social and cultural, not economic.

So often one must stand aside from what seem to be the
major problems of the day, which are well trailed red herrings.

That some racial tension must exist is an inevitable product
of the capitalist system as it exists and endless debates on
racialism and tolerance and so on are pointless while problems
undoubtedly do exist. If there were such a thing as a revolutionary
movement, and not the shadow of one, the immigration issue
would become supremely irrelevant, which it is not at the moment.
If people were thinking about seizing the means of life and taking
everything, they would welcome allies. If they are thinking in
terms of what benefits can be doled out by a paternal state, they

object to competitors. (Cont. over)
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