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Black Flag Voi. IV No.11 October 1976
Printed and published by the Black
Flag Group.

Subs: £3.00 per 12 issues, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand (air mail) £6.00
per 12 issues (US $13.00)

OUR ADDRESS IS NOW:

OVER THE WATER, SANDAY,
ORKNEY ISLANDS KW17 2BL.

OPEN ROAD

Our apologies to all those who ordered
The Open Road and did not receive it.
The comrades at Open Road inform us
that the first issue sold out completely
but the second issue is on its way and
will be forwarded immediately to all
who didn’t receive a copy.

BOOKS FOR XMAS

Send an s.a.e. for our latest stocklist:
Books on Anarchism and related
subjects, non-fiction, fiction (including
horror & sf) and books for children.
Suggestions for other titles we should
stock are always welcome.

FUNDS URGENTLY REQUIRED!
MURRAY DEF ENCE COMMITTEE
155 Church Road,

Celbridge, Co. Kildare, (Eire).

The Russian Tragedy is almost ready to

be bound and should be available during
the first week of November. Please

order your copy (as well as The Anarchists
in London 1935-55) through your local
public library. The printing and binding
costs were well above anything we
expected and we have to come up with
the money before Xmas.

“

ANARCHO-QUIZ

1. Lenin’s first Minister of Justice later
tried to negotiate a self-governing colony
in Northern Australia — but failed on the
question of whether it should aspire to
Statehood. Who?

2. What legal justification is there for
hanging almost all middle-aged male
German Protestants of royal blood?

3. The Prince Regent (George IV)
talked himself into believing he had been
at Waterloo. What was said to be his
instant reply, however, when (after
Napoleon’s death) the news was broken

to him “Sire, your greatest enemy is
dead™?

4. What was “Father Hegarty’s Wheel
of Fortune’?

5. What two opposite extremes of the
Anarchist movement are represented
editorially by Black Flag and the new
Anarchy?

6. After only six months Marlene
Dietrich’s film “The Devil is a Woman”
was withdrawn from circulation and all
prints, bar a master copy, destroyed.
the:excuse including the phrase
“conducive to anarchism”. True

offalse? (Answers on p.15)

How Beastly The Bourgeois Is
D.H. Lawrence.

How beastly the beurgeois is
especially the male of the species—

Presentable, eminently presentable—
shall I make you a present of him?

MONEY URGENTLY REQUIRED!
Murray Defence Group,

Box 2, RISING FREE,

138/142 Drummond Street,
London NW1

Isn’t he handsome? Isn’t he healthy? Isn’t he a fine specimen?
doesn’t he look the fresh clean englishman, outside?
Isn’t it god’s own image? tramping thirty miles a day

after partridges, or a little rubber ball?

wouldn‘t you like to be like that, well off, and quite the thing?

Oh, but wait!

Let him meet a new emotion, let him be faced with another man’s need,
let him come home to a bit of moral difficulty, let life
face him with a new demand on his understanding
and then watch him go soggy, like a wet meringue.
Watch him turn into a mess, either a fool or a bully.
Just watch the display of him, confronted with a new demand on his intelligence,

a new life-demand.

How beastly the bourgeois is
especially the male of the species—

Nicely groomed, like a mushroom

standing there so sleek and erect and eyeable—

and like a fungus, living on the remains of bygone life

sucking his life out of the dead leaves of greater life than his own.
And even so, he’s stale, he’s been there too long.

Touch him, and you’ll find he’s all gone inside

Just like an old mushroom, all wormy inside, and hollow

under a smooth skin and an upright appearance.

Full of seething, wormy, hollow feelings
rather nasty—
How beastly the bourgeois is!

Standing in their thousands, these appearances, in damp England

what a pity they can’t all be kicked over

like sickening toadstools, and left to melt back, swiftly

into the soil of England.

S ——
IDEAL XMAS GIFT

Out shortly — in time for the Xmas rush!
the ideal Xmas gift for the person who
has nothing and little chance of getting
anything expensive from you — The
Black Flag Anarcho Quiz Book —“The
perfect stocking filler.”” N.W., N. Londor
“I can’t wait to get my hands on it” K.N
Leeds, “Putrid Rubbish” F.W. Tucson
As a special offer to Black Flag readers
we are offering the above title and our
new pamphlet Marxism and a Free Soc-

iety by Marcus Graham (An Anarchist
reply to Isaac Deutscher’s address on

ence to the Minutes of the First Inter-
national and the sabotaging of the
Hague Congress by the Marx clique)

at the special all inclusive price of £1.00
(inc. p+p). All profits from the sale of
the above two titles will help cover the
enormous debts run up by Black Flag
and the Anarchist Black Cross.

Cheques etc. to Simian Publications,
Over-The-Water, Sanday, Orkney.

Anarchists in New Zealand or visiting
this country contact: PO Box 22607,
Christchurch or PO Box 2042 Auckland.

“‘Socialist Man” with Erticular refer-

The Typesetting Appeal

Our many thanks must go to our comrade
Morris of London who came to our aid

so quickly in response to our appeal to pay
off the backpayments on the IBM machine
with a cheque for £200. In addition to
this outstanding contribution we also
received £5 from the comrades in Stirling
and £12.50 from comrade Hendy in
Devon. These comrades have saved our
skins this time, but we can’t afford to

be complacent. Each month we have

to fing £75 to pay for our typesetting
equipment and supplies; £60.00 for
printing and almost the same again to

pay for postage leaving us with a monthly
bill of £185.00 to find. Some of this,

but very little, comes in from monthly

=

sales and subscriptions, but if we are

to have any security of continued
publication (and at the moment it is
very dubious indeed) we need a monthly
commitment in the form of a Banker’s
Order of at least £1.00 per supporter

(2 pkts. cigarettes; 3% pints of beer;

1% gallons of petrol; 2 fish suppers

and a bottle of Irn Bru and none of
them nearly as satisfying or long lasting
as the Flag) so please comrades make

an effort to help us get back on our feet
and remain there.

The monthly Banker’s Order/Mail Transfer
Draft should be made out to: A.B.C.,
Over The Water, Sanday, Orkney KW17-
2BL. Giro a/c no. 51 172 0009.
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Mao Tse Tung has been the subject of
eulogies all over the world. He has died
almost in the odour of sanctity. It seems
to be generally agreed, at least by the
moulders of opinion, that he was one of
the few “great men” of our time (a father
picture his erstwhile neighbour, Kim Il
Sung, is desperately trying to adopt for
himself, with all the nationalist-messianic
imagery and panache associated with so-
called Leninism).

Great men are only the tickets of
history; they are the people whom luck
calls in at a certain moment to be swept
up with a tidal wave of events, whether
it is a Corsican corporal who has no
hesitation in firing on the French
people and is pushed forward at the right
moment by the right woman; whether
it is a man with a turn for inventions who
comes along when booming industry
needs fresh investment; or a group of
push-cart pedlars who take up a fair-
ground novelty that becomes the great
American dream and conquers the world
by animated piciures.

Given this qualification, how does one
judge Mao Tse Tung? Essentially he was
the ideal Marxist leader, the scholar-in-
arms who becomes the philosopher-god.
He was a student whose generalshlp
transformed him into the master, and
then ladled out his philosophy in small
Joses like a chemist. He despised the
workers and the whole of the history of
the Chinese Communist Party consists
of military victories over the workers,
imposing a hierarchy on the cities, or
more easily, on the peasants — 'who were
much more malleable in the sense that

the backward provinces were more prepared

to accept the armed domination of the
scholar-bandit. The refusal by the
workers in the cities to follow his lead
meant that they were tationalised out of
existence in the so-called Marxist philo-
sophy according to Mao; the union move-
ment created by the anarchists were
“serpents’ nests”, the libertarian philo-
sophy was “petty bourgeois” — the
favourite insult of the academic who
fancies himself a class apart by right of
his learning.

The military campaigns of Mao were
disasters for the Chinese people; the
adventures of the Communist Party —
which saw itself capturing China as a
major colony for Russia, with two
largely backward nations for the party
to boss, — ended fatally. The on-off
relationship with Chiang Kai Shek, an

enemy of the people one minute, the leader
of “anti-fascism” the next was only resolved

by the decision of the Japanese to invade
Chimg, which alone gave the chance of a
victery for Mao with the smashing of all
workers’ organisations and power going
to the military commander who had the

mest foreign aid.

Mao’s rule has been a great brainwashing
attempt, essentially an attempt to combine
totalitarianism with voluntarism, to get the

people to co-operate in their own oppression.

Some, playing with words, may think
Stalinism was only State Capitalism, but
this could never be said of Maeism, for
what he introduced in China was essentially
State Communism, in its purest and worst
form, at a degree which showed it could be
more oppressive than Capitalism, mors
repressive than Feudalism, and yet retain
its authoritarian communistic character.
Every trace of individuality was suppressed

and the patronising phrase of the intellectual,

“the masses,” was made into reality, while

the regime justified its authority in scholarly

books and articles, above all the semi-folk-
loristic banalities of the thoughts of the
Chairman himself, a mixture of the
catechism, Confugius and Will Rogers.

The idiocies of the Great Cultural
Revolution, in which the economic progress
of the country was set back ten years as
the students demonstrated their power over
the people in a type of monster rag day
were essential to Mao’s continued power;
for he cast himself in the role of leader
and critic alike. He knew well the mistakes

of both Stalin and Trotsky, and had probably

read both and many of their interpreters.
Thus he cast himself as both, a supreme
piece of daring which only a major dictator
could achieve. Secure in his unascailable
position as “Stalin”, he flayed as “Trotsky”
the very bureaucracy he had created, and

the students enjoyed the game of humiliating

the leadership of the Party and lecturing
the workers on the dangers of yielding to a
bureaucracy the military had forced on
them, a game encouraged by the leader of
the party knowing no resentment could
touch him.

The Trotskyist excuse that all the evils
of Russia were due to “the bureaucracy”
— never to the party, never to the system —
was elevated by Mao into doctrine, and
while he saw it necessary to experiment
with the capitalists, at the same time he
conducted a political campaign against
the party servants who had to do the
experimentation; while he had to concil-
iate the imperialists either of Russia or
America, he was always able to hold up
to public scorn the subordinates charged
with carrying out such missions. Whether
you call this the mark of a great man or
not, he certainly was a cunning old devil;
yet one can say of him he was not a
sadist like Hitler or Stalin, he remained a
sort of Fabian ideal, the scholar-general
who would sacrifice a million lives if he
could get his pattern of social order no
other way. Perhaps this is worse, who
knows.

It is this idealised Fabianism which
appeals to the “new left” and has replaced
net enly Moscow-line “revisionism”
and out-classed Tsetskyism, but supplanted
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Stalinism though it accepts and excuses
Stalin. The New Left essentially sees
itself in the role of warrior-student, some-
times in its more revolutlonary moments,
as scholar-bandit, in the “vanguard”;
essentially scorning the working class yet
borrowing its ideals and re-phrasing and
altering them,; its fantasies are to lead a
great struggle, not exactly socialist or
working class, but somehow national

and for better measures, largely composed
of illiterates who will accept an “educated”
vanguard by virtue of its education.

Mao lived out the left fantasies, and
Maoism is the embodiment of this
essentially counter-revolutionary ideal.

It cannot survive Mao because it is bound
up with his personal charisma. No real
chairman can have it, only a philosopher-
god who takes the humble title of chair-
man and scorns that of emperor. It is
impossible to imagine that this glittering
prize will go to Hua Kuo-feng, nor will
he attempt to fill the role.

The massive structure of Mao’s empire
will survive so long as the central com-
mittee of the party can keep together the
political alliances that at present govern
China. But nobody can seriously say
that Maoism, as one encounters it
outside China, has any future. It will
degenerate into nationalism or even pass
over to fascism long before there is a real
shake-up in China itself.

Where Maoism has contributed to the
revolutionary struggle has been to take
the dried bones of Marxism away from
the museum and to insist on the need
for urban guerrilla warfare. Orthodox
Maoism - that is to say, the parties
accepting the Peking line — has stated that
power grows from the barrel of a gun any-
where but in our own backyard; but some
urban guerrilla groups, springing from the
pro-Mao movement, have rejected this, and,
though inevitably from the student milieu,
gone forward to armed action. In doing so,
their naive belief in nationalism, providing
it has the necessary package deal labelling,
has always led to the penetration of their
ranks by military intelligence and police
spies. This movement sometimes delibera-
tely miscalled anarchist by the press, has
been penetrated in particular by East
German and Arab military intelligence, as
by Israeli military intelligence which
simply has its Arab equivalent in its pocket.

Yet it can alsc happen as in Germany
and to an extent in Spain, that this move-
ment contains those who can go forward to
anarchism and are only held back from
doing so by the caricature of anarchism
presented by reformism or pacifism.

In the voluntarist-totalitarian regime of
China it is difficult to carry on a revelutionary
movement. Even under the worst excesses

of fascism it was possible to buy a duplicater,
under pretence of running a business, and

distribute propaganda. It was possible to
Cont. back page)











































