getting to her feet shouting “Don’t

extradition hearing Vancouver police shoot him, my god, don’t shoot him”’
carried out a campaign of arbitrary and ~ when she was shot down and killed.
random arrests of Indian people and The authorities tried to claim that
raids on homes, while friends and the prisoners had stabbed Mary and
~ supporters of Leonard were physically were responsible for her murder, but
attacked in the courtroom and ejected by this claim was retracted when an
a special squad of deputies and police. examination of the body proved the

As part of its campaign the Defence cause of death to be gun shot wounds.
Committee has published Seven Eagles A careful cover-up operation ensued v
to publicise the case and increase which meant that much of the evidence
pressure on the Canadian authorities at the=Enquiry was held in camera, and e L L s
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. . (cover by Columba Longmore, Curragh Military Prison, Eire)

~authorities and police. Committee building, Mary Steinhauser was wounded
C A N A D A members have been detained at the by the first bullet, before being pushed
border, subjected to rude and improper  out of the line of fire by Andy. She was
questioning and searches. During the

9 Seven Eagles updates the special edition  not allowed to testify.

.......
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Leonard Peltier is a 32-year old Sioux
Indian from North Dakota, and is
currently facing extradition proceedings
in British Columbia. Leonard has been
active for several years in Indian
struggles, initiating self-help co-operative
projects, and taking in some of the
better publicised activities of the
American Indian Movement, including
the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee.

Last Spring, following an 18 day
extradition hearing a Canadian court
decided that Leonard should be returned
to the Untied States to face charges of
murdering two FBI agents during a June
26, 1975 shoot-out near the village of
Oglala on the Pine Ridge Indian reserva-
tion in South Dakota. Now a defence
committee has been set up in Vancouver,
to help prepare an appeal against
extradition. Leonard’s case is that not
only is he not guilty of the charges
against him, but that the alleged offence
was of a political nature.

If he is extradited to the United
States his life could be in danger; one
Indian was killed during the shoot-out,
and Anna Mae Aquash was murdered in
the aftermath of the FBI’s manhunt.

She died with a bullet in her head shortly
after her arrest on a phoney gun charge.
This threat to Leonard’s life must have
increased following the unprecedented
acquittal of Dino Butler and Bob
Robideau of all charges in connection
with the Oglala shoot-out. An all white,
mainly working class jury accepted that
the defendants were in fact firing at the

FBI agents, but that it was in self-defence.

The defence committee which has
been set up has support from Indian
people from various parts of Canada and
the US, and is working with non-Indian
supporters, including a legal collective of
lawyers and law students. Typically it
has met with an unco-operative and
hostile attitude from the Canadian

of Indian Nation which was published
last April with details about the case
and its background.

The Defence Committe address is: —
Box 758, Station A, Vancouver B.C.,
Canada.

Letters of solidarity should be sent
to Leonard at: Drawer “O”, Okalla
Prison, Burnaby, B.C., Canada.

Protests about his solitary confine-
ment should be sent to Attorney
General, Garde Gardom, Parliament
Buildings, Victoria B.C. Canada, and

. demands that he be granted political

asylum to: Ron Basford, Minister of
Justice, House of Commons, Ottawa,
Ontario. |

British Columbia jails have a long
history of brutality, and as a reaction to
the intolerable conditions of forming
prisoners unions. This new militancy is
a distinct product of the 1970s, but
prisoner agitation for better conditions
has been continuing for much longer —
there have been at least four major
mass uprisings, since the early sixties,
protesting about conditions of over-
crowding, enforced idleness, warder
brutality and lack of rehabilitation
programmes. The February 1976
issue of This Magazine carried a
detailed article on the formation of
a Prisoners’ Union Committee, and
its work and its role during a sit in at
Okala prison in July 1975.

This sit in followed shortly after an
incident in which three long term
prisoners seized 15 hostages after one of
them had been told by the Prison
administration that he was to be placed
in solitary confinement. One of the
hostages was a prison classification
officer, Mary Steinhauser, who had
developed a strong friendship with one
prisoner, Andy Bruce. It was probably
that she would co-operate with the
prisoners, eliminating the possibility of
violence being used. The single demand
made by the prisoners was a guaranteed
safe passage to a communist country.

While the authorities went through
the pretence of negotiating a deal, plans
were made to storm the vault in which
the prisoners and hostages were confined.
On June 5, 1975, the British Columbia
Penitentiary Tactical Squad stormed the

The Prisoners’ Union Committee
have prepared a pamphlet detailing the
history of state sanctioned brutality at
the Penitentiary in New Westminster, B.C,
and providing a clear insight into the
events briefly outlined above, and the
way in which the State has attempted to
distort the events in an effort to cover
its tracks. Andy Bruce, Dwight Lucas
and Clair Wilson were originally charged
with Mary’s murder — but these charges
have now been dropped, although they
still face lesser ones.

Prisoners’ Union Committee, Box
6135, Station G, Vancouver, Canada.

o S A ST T S A S
Presumption of Guilt (cont.)

There are others who might well believe
that there are so many suspicions and
contradictory elements in the story that
Mathew Lygate was as he claimed him-
self, framed and then betrayed. Who
indeed made the alleged phone call that
led the police to the W.P.S. bookshop?

Anyway twenty-four years is a long
time even for Jack the Ripper. Should
he stay in Peterhead until AD 2000?

William McPherson, also a member
of the W.P.S. was found guilty and
sentenced to twenty-six years, reduced
to twenty four on appeal. He was later
involved in the Porterfield riot at Inver-
ness prison and given an additional
sentence. Ian Doran, who had been
brought up in London, got sentenced to
twenty-five years, (unlike the others he
had no W.P.S. connection). Colin Lawson
found guilty on one bank raid charge was
given six years and has subsequently
been released.

John Lygate, the father of Mathew
Lygate and the prime mover in the cam-
paign to have his son released, died on
the 11th October this year after a
debilitating illness and is sadly missed by
all who knew him. He was a lifelong
socialist and worked very hard in tenants
groups and other community work. It
was his wish that the campaign to have
his son’s sentence reduced should be
continued by CP members, Maoists and
Anarchists, and by all who had any
doubt about the trial or were appalled
by the severity of the sentence.

THE UNIFORM MAY
BE DIFFERENT BUT
THE FACE IS

ALNAYS THE

SANE
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NEWS OF THE MURRAYS APPEAL: The Dublin Supreme Court sentenced Nooel

Murrav
to life imprisonment and ordered a re-trial for Marie, to be held in the
same no jury Special Criminal Court, on the original charges of Capital
Murder. Continued support and solidarity with the Murrays is vital - The
London Murray Defence Group are holding a public meeting Priday 14 Jan-

uary (7pm), Conway Hall, Rced Lion Sq Lordon WCl. We urge all to attend.
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