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i?OMENS RIGHT TO HAVE BETTER AND MORE NURSERIES!

Nurseries are a fundamental necessity in the struggle against womefi
oppression. Women are often forced to sacrifice their jobs to look after
children. Part-time jobs are badly paid and very insecure and it is made
difficult for a woman to take up a ob ain after she has had a child A
"woman commonly does'nt want to be tied to the home as she becomes very:* *
isolated, it is often financially difficult and it is better for the child to
be with other children. p .

Nursery facilities are most inadequate and the waiting lists are
getting longer and longer. There are 12,000 children on priority waiting lists
i.e. children under five in one- parent families,for day nurseries in England.
This fégaréeéeesee figure does not include the demand for places in those areas
lwhere no list exists because there are no day nurseries. Over 40% of women who
are not in paid employment would not return to paid work if satisfactory child
care arrangements could be made.

In the past facilities have been out back unnoticed. Remember that
there used to be twice as many'nurseries in Britain shortly after the second
world war. The recently announced cuts in expenditure are going to have a serious
effect on nursery provision and women are going to sufferzmost of all. Women's
unemployment is rising at twice the rate of men's, which means that walmen are
being forced back into the home to take up their domestic roléll u

Thg itking Women's Charter wsm-ts=-
jFree, state-financed, community controlled child care facilities
with flexible hours to suit all parents, to he available for all
under-fives; the integration of day—oare and educational facilities
the provision of play facilities after school and during the school
holidays for all children." g o
Several WWO groups have made the nursery campaign their primary

campaign issue. Particularly in Lambeth and Hackney strong attempts have been
made to take the question of nurseries into various trade unions to get active
support for the fight for better nursery services. It  was found that a lot of
nursery workers had little or no union experience and they managed to force some
unions to make a real effort to recruit them and get them involved in union
activities. The charter groups carried out some local research into nursery
hworkers' working conditions and found themiunderstaffedy on low pay, and with
too many children in several of the nurseries. The nursery workers took their

. " ' I ‘P

complaints into their union and won a significant victory with support from the
local charter group. w vo§t L “ s i

1 |
-.' -

The nursery campaign must become an important battle for the Nottingham
Charter group and be taken to the trade unions. It must also be included as a prio-
rity in the general campaign against cuts in public expenditure. The local WWO must
build up a comprehensive picture of the conditions of nursery workers in the hottm.
area and where possible help to fight to improve them. We need to coeordinate our
activities with pressure groups forvthe under fives andie Nottm. branch.of the
Rational child dare campaign (contact Margaret Purdey at 863894). This campaign
has carried on for several years and some local research has been done. In this
campaign, mainly unemployed, non-unionised mothers or parents came together to
organise round the following main ddmand:- "That local authorities should provide
free, flexible and community—controlled_day care facilities for all children
vunder the age of five years, together with the school+age children of working.
parents." _ L

It is now time that the Trade Union Movement took the question of
nurseries seriously! It is important to stress that if the Labour Party
bPafl¢h@$. the action groups and trade unions do not take up the issue of
nursery provision effectively, they are weakening their own struggle. They
are cutting off and isolating many women who could play a valuable and active
role and are also allowing the situation of their children to deteriorate
further.
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T e D it first national oonferencei HE WOR IN W§§e§§%§I§§§§$$§H§5%§§§9§;;g§§:ncp :a3+¢ry.imDnw&ani for it
n Coven#TY I eh C ‘ and also amendments to the Charter.forward for e ampaignd'scussed_the way y I t ' t f tuneately there was1 t 300 delegates went to the conference bu un or t d_ _

Abou i inififi representatives. Most of the conference was spen 1B0uS$1n6f U t _ _ t
Ty aw that were going to be put to the Charter and h°W thls wasmendTf“*§ I ' ht rhow amendments sheuldB.*fl6 to be done. There were two schools of thong on _t t d

$2 put (1) That the conference should decide on the amendments i wan e_ . . .. r d
but rather than ‘say right this is the new charterbtike E2;gPZ£g3i:ethem
amendments back into the labour movement to get de a 6 €_ t t the- - rs time 0 86 min an active and positive way and come back in a yee__ _ . . - - ' 3 d because theyfinally ratified. The women arguing for this line *1 ‘S0 1 ns Etc on the
thought it would stir up more activity and debate within unto h; hith+ r _ t . . 11 -0 egharter rather than Just presenting them with a Fait ACQOTZ) Tgtqconfergnce
¢¢u1d either say no to or say yes in a paper stamp wey- 1 h fi?grth'
should amend the Charter and that it would be the n¢W schiggzglljnggifier‘
After much debate it was decided that the first way Wa P y
It was decided to set upra National structure for the campaign th15_w°u1d
consist of '- (a) A national delegate conference every Year to degtde mijor_ uh _-1. _ i 1 -.- l l l t Llls

olicy of the Charter Campaign. The WWO will only be amended a t1i~ con er~P i i i .r  i -e ' d -b a National
ence. (b). Between conferences, policy would be decide dd here Doqgible. - t - - ' ths an W i- ‘Leco-ordinating Group; This will meet every three mon  b t Pith t
these meetings to be organised in the regions - OPE? t? 51%’ u T W0

. __ _ W . - ~' am a1 I11 IOI‘ wom.en‘svpting repiesentatives from all organis¢t10nB B P 5 fig _ t to be ale ted
yightts with the Charter adopted as policy. (0)- A §e?ret3r1a dc- . U‘ -t

cw the floor of the conference to co-ordinate evtlvlty and °ar?J O“fl-iq '1’ H ' _ l 4 11'

decioions made by conference. This secretariat i0 be based 0? one C*tJ and
to be made up of 15 people with sub-committees on the f0ll0W1n€fl_ _p. . . !Eme1 vs t

Pnblicity- 2. Solidarity 3- Finance. 4. Newspaper 5éd3€A/§i:~fia£ig;:in
to ction Act. (d). Special conference may be QQnV¢ngq__y a _ “of _qg.

¢f rdinaiingcGr0uPW°?§th3T36¢r?ta?ie?-"’?i i:fp'?t,d ‘ilk rd= d”l" f"
<§ has also decided to Pfofiflfie e Charter Cempelen n?w5PaPe’ f°r ee @  y y

1 icrally in workplaces and localities and that this newspflpei WQu1d be PT“
F)‘i\'-C}.-._'L QJW"”7*$*

&-A(3

2C‘

uced once every two months. ~l$ ‘M. i _d Jr §i, _g -t  
l. | ' I ' I . . I ‘I-

_ - . | - . 1- "
. - ' - . .| 1I -1 . ] . _ - - I. I -

Qther things decided on were to call a national massrally at thf;b@giHeiP$
of December around the theme of ‘One year QflfT°m fin? sD%;OZf€a::§ef°r
.e@eea*s r1ehte'- Te‘campaignfor$“PP°r*f°Tl*h?7nat19naatne"cu:e=
den Cuts and Unemployment; called by the lond0n W¢m??;aP_thttO ;;Th iseonference. and *0 ensure that the qPes*1°? @f w°me” Strifil ea. Zr ietion
3 central debate at the conference. To actiV@1Y'53PP°r p Z t3 fdgiow
l3gainst*unemployment on May 26th. gTQ Setup 3 Worklng ?ar Y’ 0 g b
$56 progress of the suggested amendments to the Chartergflg R ill read fig

lefie Chartér“’with“su#:ested amendments from the conference _wc g _g
ifdllows:- ” ' if “T _: i T  y' T ~1. ~ iJ . ... T ~g_* era"? e Yet  i i  e Y   .
if rfir the riehtcof w@eee1£° “°’“ F°r the iuil in¥§g§itZ°§i§§eali=§§§§§-
fiegufity Of employment for Part“-  g%§§§rs n O a g g p 'y g
$ime'&nfi casual wqrkers. ppm i T  t  i".  e j  _ Jgg

2; The rate for the §0b:*regard- 1 Rates tobe negqtiated by Trade Unions‘
less-of sex or race. For a e t" l Q  b _ t p
I1.-'1-It .1-onali' dminimulm wage .' For I this c T
national minimum wage and all i
benefits and wages to be fully
protected agaisnt inflation bye
automatic increases based on '
Q working class cost of living
index. . are if t

J | _

I - - I I '

1 '- ' _
.g I . -

3,Equal opportunity of entry
into occupations, in promotion »
and equal rightd in defence of
jobs, regardless Qf.SeX, age
brace, marital status, sexualy
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 EmP10yers ts PP°Vid@ day release?
s 2- o -s t first 3 years of em lo ment afia Pgsyless of soX. age, race , marital, l after 16 llncreasedptrgining angrti

istatusi sexua1~°Pientati°n~ i F utraining provisions and trant f Elp . W . pg HS or Y‘
c°mPués°rY Pr°Vl$l0n Of day release returning to work. Occupational traigf 1 _1 I y_  , s _; ,_. _ , _p ,, —r g ,  g
Or 9 year °1dS 1n employ lng to be a rlght for all unem lo di .meny. Equal access to appranflt '-7perébnS;.;.:_;f §%f » _Hp%P Ye

iceships and positive discrim+,Js
Jiination in’training;f@rfj@$55ogi

where few women are presently ,!
employed.= fir  J ;*¢y~

1 ‘I

ine=conditione,ena.¢ondit1ons'cr,V ,itThei°x*e?S1°n}°fib¢#efi¢ie1 P?°te¢tive

_ I I i I P I

T L -

' I
I I 1-

I 1 I, _

- F _

‘I_ 1 | ..
- _ l

r .
I. I. l -|

' ' I - I’, .- ‘I "

employment. without deterisra_ fa ','1@siBleti@n.(prQvidins special work
tion of previous conditions_, AP tug Conditions to women) to cober

5.Equality f0? women in w0fki__ ‘ , fp’ l-_ 1‘.; gtil it l m

y Protective legislation to be‘ .men, in order to provide better workin,
extended where apprgpriafe to J d conditions forth th *

‘I .' _ iI 5| _

as groungs for discrimination?,l

_ H A o men and women. For_ Cover men, anfi not to be usedps ,:y1mpPOVod health and Safety at work. To

QPPOSB any m0Ve to allow women to work
against women;xpart_time~wOrke@h I = on jobs or with materials whinh.mi5hg
to receive the Bame.honefitS I ;endahser their health. - f
and protections as full time

dworkers. s of c t‘d;* =
_ '\. I '

. r .
'I - _

I . '
' I .

6, The remoyal od all 1ega1- :
and bureaucratic barriers to
equality, regardless of sex‘ .
marital status and sexual  
orientation with regard tor P
tenancies,gmortgages,{pension*sp
schemes, t&XatiOn,'pa5sp0rfl5fJ_§
care,lcontrolaanddcustqdyioverl

lChildT6H;'§CbiSlWSéCHfity g-;p.-p
t_patments, insurance and supple- *

mentary benefits and hire purchase
agreements; I '75“; “€s *1 y =

. J I -I _

.I I . .' ' - ' 1
' -.rI,r - -. . . -

-I --- J-5| ‘Ii’ -I - . . -I I. __ _ ___.‘ .._. .l|. _

. ' I _'
' I

' ' I r F
- ' . ' -\. __ _ I

. | -
I . . |

. I

If‘ - . . . ‘

.- Fl. I ‘I I-I F -

. _ I

- 1- ._ I I I I - I i ' ' I1 Ir
_ I I I I P I I '

- I I l . - I - .
I _ I I I 1 - I .

I 1 '

7‘ Free stateffinancéd"ydémmufiit&-rd;@ Fw@nfh@@“@t,;"@@.f@H@:_ ,.fl .

Controlled ehild care éeéilities  I Ciieficiiiiigztififisoihgriliiicchlld
with flexible hours t°p5uiT§&l1s - F sector, Where wcrkfilace nurseries
parents to beiavailable for all
under fives‘ The inte€Tati¢fit0fs; scontrol of the union lparents and nu s
iday Care and 3duaQtiQn31 focilites' H nursey workers and should be Qpen fa;

exist, these should be under the

The previeieh Of play fecilites  “ ease by the local community. The
after school and during the t I it revision of childcare andti d . 'school holidays for all childe= ¥a¢i1itieSafter'Sch0O1 andeizcgfiional
‘F911. - r _' -'

- Im-

8. A minimum of 18 weeks paid t
pregnancy leave. Adequate I-
paternity leave. The right for
either parent to take a years
childcare leave after birth,
half of which to be paid, N0
dismissal during pregnancy, s
paternal or childcare leave. No
1085 Of security, pengign gr
promotion prospects. Paid leave

$¢h°01 hOlidays.Forutheunionisation
Of Childminders and their integration
into a comprehensive public nursery
system (with training and facilities
PT°VidBd). Adequate;ccmmunity
provision.for the elderly, physically
andsmental1y.handicapped.
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i 10, Child benefits to be increased
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scare for sick children or
ideal with other family resp-

Efisibilities to be given to men
ihdiwomen alike.

159 Birth control clinics to be
lgextended to cover every locality

gprpor free and safe abortion,
l -¢@ntraception, vasectomy and

sterialisation on demand on the

— protection against inflati0n as in
Clause 2..  

i lt0'be protected against inflation t
and to be tax free, and non-
deductible from social security
Supplementary and insurance
benefits.

11.To cempsign.amongst women to"
I take an active part in trade

*unions and political life and *0
push for any structural and g
organisational changes needed tot _
aghievé ‘I3hiS. TO campaign 8.311011%?-5*? _

trade union men so that these
too may work to achieve thefie I
aims.i

\

(Q) Free membership and the right to
participate in all union affairs forI all unemployed and those absent from

.— work age to family responsibilities.

(b). Tradeunion meetings to be held_ M
in worktime to enable women with familv
responibilities to attend. where this
is not possible creche facilities top

t I the provided. _    I _
i .(c), For a campaign in the trade unions

Ito organise women Workers. L
(d). For the right of women in trade
-unions and worhplaces to meet together
th discuss their problems and needs
as women workers and as members of
a trade union and to wim support , _
for their struggles and demands. This
right to be extended to all oPP?e55ed
groupS. ; ” t _ _ e

e For the adoption of policies of( )-
Positive discrimination to enable women
to fully participate on leading bodies
in the trade uni0ne- t

. ‘ do the
Please note that the section of the above document which comes un er

O ICY ' the we in which the Charter Campfilgn-would llke theheading of P L ls e t Y e I e in 1 ‘ lemented but they
points under MAUN POINTS to be extended/ more ful y lmp on the sections
are not binding on organisations which take up the Charter
Whi¢h °°me under MAIE POINTS Q36‘ -  , * ts for the Day School
In Nottingham we ahve been 5v1n6l&he&dw1th arrangeien. ht (May 22nd see enclosed leaflet for more details) We areri son womens g _ _ L t  t b 11 t- _ There
also in_the prggess of producing a further local Char er u e in
- - to be a lot gf work needed arounf the charter in the coming yearis oing g -t e - ' h t needs to be done
and on May 12th we are holding a special meeting 02 Y athe Cam ai n or. d - i- ‘ I P Ein Nottingham Anyone who wishes to become involve in i th
would 'ust lihe to know more about are welcome to our meetings on Ma? 12-

? d M 3 26th at the womens centre. 5 Oopm OR Contact Jnae Brawne 47304‘an . a ‘ '  
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TRADE UNION SUPBORT FOR THE CHARTER.

The W;U.C. has been passed by 12 national unions, ATTI, NUJ, NALGO, AU
(TASS), SCS, CPSA, ABAS, EQUITY, Musicians Union, ACTT, NSMM, NUS, as wé
as€3 branches of other Unions, 35 Trades Councils and 85 other Orgs incpg
CLP‘s, Womens Groups, tenants associations. _ y *,
The Charter was pyt to the TUC and rejected, but by only 2/? of delegategi g
which shows tLat considerable support has been achieved inside the Unionsl ‘

the Charterfor ~* -
What has been lacking,however, is ACTIVE support for the demands of the ¢
Charter. We have faced this problem before - it was in the 1880's that the  
TUC passed a resolution supporting equal pay for women, but its record in
Support of struggles for equal pay has been very weak because that resolu-
tion was not interpreted as a committment to jighi for equal pay. _
Some unions have been taking the Charter more seriously. Some have supported
strike action over equal pay. ASTMS in Oxford University Press in Neasdon hams
taken strike action over maternity leave forgone of their members, perhaps
the fist action of its kind. AUEW (TASS) have used a method of job evauluation
to show wjat the rate for ‘women only‘ jobs would have been if men had been
doing them - a technique which could have wide application in the struggle
for equal pay. Some unions have formed womens committees eg NALGO which
provides an opportunity for women who are concerned, to organise and to
make concrete proposals to the Union about what needs to be done, and to
use facilities of_the unions for research and.debate. p p S *-
1n,A$TMS, particularly in.the East Midlands Area, Womens Workshops have been
organised, where women members of the Unions can have discussions relating
more specifically to their situation at work and in the Union. It is an'
essential basis for a realyy effective fight to change womens situation that
we caucus as women workers in preparation for the struggle inside the
union for Support, and against the employers and the Government for our
demands. Many women workers take little interest in their trade unions -
for good reson because so sften the activities and priorities of that union
do not relate to the situation of women workers. If we want, as we do,l
women workers to take the trade union movement more seriously then the
T.U. movement must take up wbmens problems. A good strart might be to call
meetings, ( at times that suit mothers and wives, with creche provision for
their children if necessary), at which women could come and discuss their
own particular situations and how the unions could provide a basis for
organising to change that. Of course the Working Womens Charter Campaign
would be very happy to send speakers to such meetings but in addition we
would like to see womens caucuses as a regular feature of any trade union
organisatien to provide the stimulus and organisation to combat the years
of passivity of most women workers and the lack of interest that TU‘s have
taken in our problems. ‘

= ' ' *****e*.***

NATIOANAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN. -
I ‘II 1| - _

.Despite the efforts of NAC and considerable T.U. support for abortion on
request, the situation regarding the availability of abortion is deteriorating
with cuts in hospital serviceshand a tightening up of the 1967 Abortion Act
when certain reccommendations of the Select Committee (which discussed the
James White Amendment Bill) were implemented without any new legislation going
through, for example the time limit has been reduded from 28 weeks to 20.
In Nottingham we are trying to get maximum local supyort for abortion as a we
womans right, and hope to focus the Campaign on local contraception and aborfil
tion facilities. we are also joining the national activities designed to prev-
ent-the reactionary anti—abortien legislation which is likely tobe presented
tc parliament next session from getting through. p “,7 _
In the autumn NAG is hoping t0 stage a tribunal to put the Government, the
Church and the medical profeession on ‘trial’ inorder to make an assessment
of the abortion situation thatvill be based on specific evidence from the
Labour movement, Community Health Councils, Womens Groups, individuals etc.
We hope to be supported in this by women and men who have experience in the
health service, or as consumers trying to obtain abortion. This will be our
alternative to the Parliamentary Select Committee that we are boycotting becmse
it has a 9 to 5 anti- abotion bias and does not have any potential as a demo-
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focus for extendingrthefighf against the cuts. , and for hightlighting the
Particular needs of women in this Struggle,
* Between 1972 and 1977 capital Spending will hav

' I e been Pedu¢ed by 28% andthe wages bill is next In line for attack.
**********************

THIS N BEEN A.EW5LWTTER HA5 PRODUCED BY THE NOTTINGHAM WORKING WOMEN'S cHARTER EANPAIGN;
WE MEET EVERY FOURTH WEDNESDAY IN THE N _
JOINING THE CAMPAIGN IOR wno WOULD LIKE To KNQN 1 STED INAORE ABOUT TEE CAMPAIGNARE WELCOME To COME ALONG Te OUR MEETINGS
APART FROM OUR.MEETINGS AND PRODUCING ~
 REcENTLI RAE BEEN SPENT 0N HELPING one§§%§AN§§§L§§§E§A¥°§§H°F OUR ENERGY
RIGHTS WHICH Is BEING HELD AT THE TEAcEERs c Q ‘ OOL ON WOMENSENTRE? cRANNER sT (SAT 22nd ~

i "~ 10.30 to 5.00)
AFTER TEE DAY-seR00L WE HOPE To EIscuRs.ANE PLAN OUR ACTIVIT

“  IES IN NOTTINGHAM.
 wE WOULD LIKE.ALL uNI0Ns ( EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE HAD CHARTER SPEAKERS RENEE1 l )IN THE NOTTINGHAM AREA To INVITE A SPEAKER FROM THE cRARTER CAMPAIGN To  SPEAK To THEM ABOUT TRE cRARTER A
NENTE IN THE ERARTER CAMPAIGN. ITS1§H§§§E§$¥§LB¥§§TM§§§¢§§W~f§§E§§PE*

A THEFIGHT FOR woNENs RIGHTS IN AN AcTIvE RAY
FOR FURTHER INFUEMATION» SPEAKERS PLEASE C"' *
CHAR STANIER 76410, or WRITE c/0 THE w0nEUNTACT JANE BROWNE 47304‘ °r

- A NS CENTNE 26 NEWCASTLE C
' HAMBHSANGEL ROW.
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