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1;: April was Leeds Other Pai:|or.1 1

Dear LOP,
I bought a LOP last week to

read the article on the closure
of South Kirkby pit. I could not
believe the statement made by
our Branch Secretary Frank
Clarke, he said, ñthe tragic
thing is there is still 50 million
tonnes of coal leftñ.

Does Clarke really think that
by pleading with British Coal,
that there is still coal left in the
ground will persuade them to
keep our jobs?

British Coal don't mine coal
because of fondness of coal but
because they make a profit out
of it and when they donôt, they
shut pits.

I always thought the NUM
was meant to fight for jobs, but
all they seem to do is give
advice to the bosses about the
availability of coal.

i edlr .

The reason not many men
voted to accept closure was
because they accepted BCôs
argument about profitability
and because they were sick of
BC management ópushing us
around. This anger could have
been turned into a fi ht backg .

I donôt care if South Kirkby
made a proýt or a loss, I need a
living wage and Iôm not pre-
pared to be shunted from pit to
pit. It seems to have escaped
Clarkeôs attention that there
are over 1,000 miners in my
position in Kirkby.

Instead of telling BC where
the coal is he should argue that
the miners in the Hemsworth
Area need a job and a decent
wage. If he argued that, then
perhaps we would have got the
fight back we need so badly.

Yours
a South Kirkby Miner

INTRODUCING SUBVERSION "SUBVERSION" is not just H
publishing project, We look forward

This journal is being produced by ex-members t0 meeting Peeple Wh0 ere genuinely
and sympathisers of the WILDCAT group, which interested in the Cemmuþiet ideas
dissolved itself earlier this year. eXDTeSSed in this j0Utþe1- if YOU like

what you have read and want to meet us,
We got together in February this year because A ei ther for di5Â'-1531011 OIó '1'-0 Wefk
we wanted to see the continuation of a voice together in GUT activitiesè Please
for revolutionary communist politics. Â0ntaÂt U5- *

-IÔÔ-F-FÔ-F-I-I-F-I-F-FÔÔ-I-Ô-F-F-F-I-F-F-F-I-F-F3-F

lldcat A c1ar1f1cat1on
we Want "SUBVER$1'Oþ" to contain articles The WILDCAT group dissolved itself earlier
which are both interesting and informative this year. The reasons are too long and
- and most importantly free of the idiotic tortuous to go into here. However, anyone
jargon and sectarian slag-offs of most of interested can obtain a copy of the dissol-
the left communist press. It is in this ution statement by writing to our Manchester
spirit of non-sectarianism that we have address.s One individual ex-member of Wild-
reprinted a number of leaflets produced cat has recently brought out a journal call-
by other groups. ing itself WILDCAT 11. We would like to

stress that there is no organisational
sUBVERs1'oN" welcomes (1()I1tó['j_bI_1ó['_j_()I15 continuity between this and the previous 10

from its readers, whether articles, issues of WILDCAT. Having said that, how-
leaflets or letters. We would prefer than ever, issue "11" does contain a lot of
to be typed and insist that writers attempt interesting material, including one ,
to produce them in a style that is easily article on workers' democracy and minority

lunderstandable by anyone interested in eCtiOH Whieh We had intended to publish
reading them. ourselves. It can be obtained for 50p plus

postage from BM CAT, LONDON WCIN 3XX
The deadline for the next issue is the (Without meþtieþing the name WILDCAT on the
end of June 1988. envelope).

CO TENTS
óI.

HEALTH SERVICE STRUGGLES

SEXUAL POLITICS IN THE 80's
ð Clause 28 and Abortion.

SYLVIA PANKHURST AND THE WSF

THE FIGHT BACK AGAINST BENEFIT CUTS

ANIMAL LIBERATION

/MAY/JUNE 1988.

STILL AVAILABLE FROM US:

óCAPITALISM AND ITS REVOLUTIONARY
DESTRUCTIONó BY 'WILDCAT'

20p from Box W, c/o Raven
75 Piccadilly, Manchester, Ml 2BU.
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The Unions (and the Labour Party) have had some success in derailing
the recent struggle in the National Health Service, They have done
this by keeping apart different groups of workers in struggle at the
same time (NHS, Local Authorities, car plants; ferrlee etc): PI0m0tlng
divisive tactics within the health service itself (different days of
action in different regions, and between different unions etc) and

' diverting the struggle towards the sham of the budget debate and
campaigns aimed at gaining public sympathy with purely symbolle
actions and useless petitions.

But under the impact of the continuing government etteek On Pub1lCf_t
services, drives for higher productivity in industry, cuts in bene i s:
the poll tax etc,there is a real prospect of simultaneous struggles
breaking out amongst many sections of the working class with a
potential for militant, united action on a firm anti-capitalist class
basis to emmerge.

We are publishing here, a small selection of the many leaflets i
produced by revolutionary communists and distributed during various
strikes and demonstrations by NHS workers and their supporters over the
period January to March 1988.
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Each of the leaflets has its own strengths and weaknesses. what we wish
to draw attention to are the most important common themes. These are

1. The provision of ófreeô collective health care, despite all its
limitations, is an important element of the SOCIAL WAGE. Attacks 1
on it need to be resisted jUSt as hard as any attacks on individua
wages PAGE_l
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2. The NHS workers cannot succeed on their own any more than the
miners could. There is an urgent need to link together different
groups of workers in struggle with a common purpose and common _
demands in a genuine ócommunity of struggleó. This cannot be done
effectively through the Unions. It means NHS workers uniting
accross the divisions of the workplace and the Unions and appealing
DIRECTLY to other workers particularly those already in struggle.

3. Whatever 'benefits' accrue to the working class within the
framework of the NHS the 'sercice' is NOT óoursô but an institution
or the capitalist state. It emmerged in a situation of high demand _
for labour and as part of an attempt to dampen potential social
unrest following World War Two. The present attacks are a response
to the deepening world economic crisis and a lessening of demand
for labour. The form of this attack might vary between Tory and

 Labour but ggy government would be forced to attack NHS funding,
wages and conditions in the present circumstances. -

\.

4; No health service within the framework of capitalism can have a major
influence on the ill-health of the working class as a whole, which
is the result of the material deprivation, exploitation and

F alianation of our class under capitalism. This can only change
A through the reorientation of productive life towards human needs in

y communist society.

 !
By launching a spate of strikes, healthworkers
have helped develop what is already a
season of active discontent. This is  
especially important in view of the relatð -
ive lull in collective workplace struggle
since the end of the year-long minersó
strike in 1985. In recent weeks a growing
number of workers have used the strike
weapon against British bosses, in both the
'private' and 'State' sectors. As well as
the much publicised strikes on the ferries
and at Ford and Land Rover, there have been a
strikes by pit deputies, bus drivers, dole ó
office workers, council workers and others. 0

A couple of months ago Thatcher claimed to
have ócured the British disease'(striking).
Now thw British rulers have caught a touch c _ _
of the same disease which has recently been. conditions continues apace, as the demand
troubling their counterparts abroad. im=1- for 'healthy' labour falls. This attack
"ding in Seuth Attleeè Rumenleo Belgluma ~on living standards doesn't just effect
Frþneea Armeniaè Bangladesh and 5Peln- healthworkers, and not surprisingly,

t healthworkers on their own would be unable
The Healthworkers' action so far has not t@.f0rÂe the government to back d0wn_
been without ViÂ-t0TieS- In JemletY e Week Even the miners in 1984-85 couldn't do that.-
of action by blood transfusion workers _
foreed the D555 11Á <l1'ÁP the Planned Áó-óts in . .. . LETS MAKE IT CONTAGEOUS
meal allowances. Nurses in Manchester _ -
struck and made the government $ÂIþP its Major concessions could only be forced on
Plans tÁ dÁek their benueeea at least for the State and company bosses if'a number of
the time being. But the deterioration of separate 5trugg1e5 were to link up and dev-
health provision and hospital working elop together. This would mean a 'Hot
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