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Reviewed by Karen Wells

If I can believe the response I have
seen to this book, it must be the most
eagerly read book in the Lesbian com-
munity. I can believe it. It is the first
major book on the subject of Lesbians
about themselves, although I'm aware
that others are on their way. s

I can hardly express the delight I ex-
perienced in reading about Del and Phyl
and the hundreds of Lesbians they en-
countered in the I7 years of their ex-
perience in forming, nurturing and fin-
ally weaning the Daughters of Bilitis.
Contrary to "my'own lexpectations of
the book, most chapters are devoted
not to the political growth of-the Les-
bian but to the personal struggles of the
individual Lesbians Del and Phyl have
met. The book seems to -be directed to
the straight community, the emphasis
being to indicate the great diversity
among Lesbians.

The women of whom they speak are
and are not stereotypical; they are and
are not happy, are and are not adjusted
to and accepting of themselves; In other
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words,the women Del and Phyl chose
to describe are human beings, with the
problems inherent in so being, but with
the added difficulty of being women
and Lesbians. This kind of focus, is, as
I see it, of ultimate importance to the
straight community who tend to see us
as Sister George or Childie at best. The
women I described here will confirm
some of the beliefs ñtheyò (the out-
siders) have of us, because there are
women who fit ñtheirò patterns. Other
women will blow the image all to hell.
This book is honest, real, personal
straight (gay)-forward and non-compro-
mising. Which is the way we are.

I found particular joy in reading this
history because of my own commit-
ment to alleviate, somehow, Lesbian
isolation. As Del and Phyl note, and
quite honestly, they had been the focal
point for all Lesbians in this country
(and others) to rally around. Their
commitment and the commitment of
others has made ñLesbian Liberationñ
a real thing, instead of an ideal dream
in some woman's head. Their relation-
ship of 19 years, of which they speak
very openly in their book, has been and
still is (even though they won't admit
it now) an inspiration to those of'us
who have grown up with the stereo-
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typical idea that ñthose relationships
don't last." Their untiring (albeit diffi-
cult to maintain) efforts to change the
structures in this countr.-y which oppress
us have been and will continue to be
an inspiration to me, personally.

Their book, some 280 pages, is a doc-
ument of the struggles many Lesbians
have had to endure and win. It is a
triumph to read and experience. In
itself it is a release from the sense of
isolation we all feel _ there are and
have been rnany, many in our shoes. If
you have ever spoken to these two wo-
men, your feelings may well appear in
the book under a false name, of course.
I found myself described there. The
feeling that what you say about your
own liberation has been captured in
this history is a good one. You know
that somehow you have contributed, no
matter in how small a way, to the whole
liberation movement. I

It ~is a high point in our liberation,
probably the highest, that Lesbians are
finally telling our story. Sisterhood is
powerful and is a full blast of sun-
shine in our lives. Here is our story and
we should bask. I
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(from Sisters, November 1972) ,

[Available from Gay Lib Book Service]
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-The following conversation with Allen
Ginsberg took place at Ginsbergós farm in
Cherry Valley, New York on September
25, 1972. Allen Young, who rapped with
Ginsberg and transcribed the interview, is
well known in the Movement. He has con-
tributed articles to Gay Sunshine and to
other publications over the last few years
and rs co-editor of a gay liberation un-
thology, Out of the Closets, which has
just appeared. _

The conversation was edited from the
original 78 page manuscript by_ Winston
Leyland of Gay Sunshine.

YOUNG: One of the things that pro-
voked this whole conversation between
us was my reading of the Dharma Bums
last summer. In that book the character
Alvah, who is quite obviously you, is
portrayed by Kerouac as heterosexual.
There are a number of sexual encounters
and there isnôt any indication that there
was any kindsof homosexuality in this
group of people. ó

GINSBERG: That was K.e_rouacôs parti-
cular shyness. I made it with Kerouac
quite often. And Neal Cassady, his hero,
and I were lovers also, for many years
from 1946 on and off. Finally, he didnôt
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want any more sex with -me. But we were
still making it in the mid 1960ôs after
having known each other in the mid 40ôs.

IfIóh_a_tôs a prgtty long, close friendship.
Neal andillack, for that matter.

YOUNG: Did Jack Kerouac identify him-
self as beingóa gay personó? '

took place in the cottage we all held to-
gether, and then I had been living with
Peter for several years. Ifeter, Jack, Gary
[Snyder] and I and various other people
were all sleeping with one or two girls
that were around. Jack saw me screwing
and was astounded at my virility. I guess
he decided to write a novel in which I
was a big, virile hero instead of a Jewish

GINSBERG: No, he -didnôt., A lot of that

.Communist fag.

YOUNG: What was your reaction to
that? Did you feel that he was hldmg?

GINSBERG: I didnôt notice. On the
Road has one scene in the original manu-
script in a motel where Dean Moriarty
screws a traveling salesman with whom
they -ride to Chicago in a big Cadillac;
and thereôs a two line description of it
which fills out Cassadyôs character and
I-. -
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gives it dimension. That wag eliminated
from the book by Malcolm Cowley in the
mid 50ôs, and Jack consented to that.
So Jack actually did talk about it a little
in his writing.

In a book that"s being published now,
Visions of Cody, there's a longer descrip-
tion of the same scene. It was written in
1950-51 by Kerouac and was his first
book after On the Road, a sequel to it.
It is la great experimental book, including
a couple of hundred pages of taped, trans-
cribed conversation between him and
Neal, over gram at midnight in Los Gatos
or San Jose, talking about life to each
other, the first times they got laid, jack-
ingè off, and running around Denver.

YOUNG: Why is it first coming out now?

GINSBERG: Kerouac always wanted it
published. But the commercial publishing
world wasnôt ready for a book of such
great looseness and strange genius and
odd construction. Itôs more like a Ger-
trude Stein Making of Americans than it
is speedy Kerouac. '

YOUNG: Was it a fight for Kerouac to
get his stuff publishedó? -

GINSBERG: Oh, yeah. On the'Road was
written in "50 and was never published
till: "57, even though he had pr_e_vi_ously
published his great book, Town-and the
City; The commercial insistency was that
he write something nice and simple so
that everybody could understand it, to
explain what the beat generation was all
about. So he wrote The Dharma Bums, to
order, for his publisher, a sort of exercise
in virtuosity and bodhisattva magnaminð
ity. He wrote in short sentences that
everybody could understand, describing
the spiritual revolution as he saw it, using
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At that time Kerouac was very hand-
some, very beautiful, and mellow--in the
sense of infinitely tolerant, ltke Shakes-
peare or Tolstoi or Dostoievsky, infin-
itely understanding. He was a shghtly
older person and someone who I felt had
more authority. His tolerance gave me
Per-mission*to open up and talk, because
I felt there was space for me to talk,
where he was. He wasnôt going to hit me.
He wasn't going to reject me. Really, he
was going to accept my soul with all its
throbbings and sweetness and worries and
dark woes and sorrows and heartaches
and joys and glees and mad understanding
of mortality, because that was the same
thing he had. And actually we wound up
sleeping together maybe within a year,
a couple of times. I blew him, Iguess.
He once blew me, years later. It was sort
of sweet, peaceful.

YOUNG: Did you experience any kind of
a split between your- hipster circle and
getting involved with other gay: people as
you were coming out? S
GINSBERG: Itôs in a poem [ñIn Soci-
ety"] that I read at the Chicago 7 trial.
This is a dream I had in 1945 while I was
at Columbia:
I walked into the cocktail party
room and found three or four queers
talking together inqueertalk.
I tried to be friendly but heard
myself talking to one in hiptalk.
ñI óm glad to see you, ò he said, and
looked away. ñI-Imn, "I mused. The room
was small and had a double decker
bed in it, and cooking apparatus:
icebox, cabinet, toasters, stove;
the hosts seemed to live with room
enough only for cooking and sleeping.
My remark on this score was under-
stood but not appreciated. I was

as a hem Gary Snyder; actually, Japhy offered refreshments, which I accepted.
Ryder is Gary Snyde,-_ I ate a sandwich ofpure meat; an

YOUNG: So then your portrayal -as a
heterosexual doesnôt have anythmg to do
with being in the closet. "

GINSBERG: No. I came out of the closet
at Columbia in .1946. The first person I
told about it was Kerouac because I was
in love with him. He was staying in my

enormous sandwich of human þesh,
I noticed, while I was chewing on it,
it also included a dirty asshole.
More company came, including a
fluffy female who looked like _

- a princess. She glared at me and -
said immediately: ñI d0nôt like you, "
turned her head away, and refused
to be introduced. I said ñWhat!ò '

room up in the bed, and Iiwas sleeping on in 0,,m,ge_ ñWhy you 3;,,t_]t-aced fool!è-
a pallet on the floor. I sald, ñJack, you
know, I love you, and I want to sleep
with you, and I really like men." And he
said, ñOooooh, no...ò Weôd known each
other maybe a year, and I hadi1ôt' said
anything. _

This got every body ós attention.
ñWhy you narcissistic bitch! How
can you decide when you donôt even
know me, "I continued in a violent y
and messianic voice, inspired at
last, dominating the whole room.
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