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Lesbian/Woman. Glide Publications, S.F.
1972, by Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon.
$7.95

Reviewed by Karen Wells

If | can believe the response | have
seen to this book, it must be the most
eagerly read book in the Lesbian com-
munity. | can believe it. It is the first
major book on the subject of Lesbians
about themselves, although I'm aware
that others are on their way.

| can hardly express the delight | ex-
perienced in reading about Del and Phyl
and the- hundreds of Lesbians they en-
countered in the 17 years of their ex-
perience in forming, nurturing and fin-
ally weaning the Daughters of Bilitis.
Contrary to my own :expectations of
the book, most chapters are devoted
not to the political growth of the Les-

bian but to the personal struggles of the

individual Lesbians Del and Phyl have
met. The book seems to be directed to
the straight community, the emphasis
being to indicate the great diversity
among Lesbians.

The women of whom they speak are
and are not stereotypical; they are and
are not happy, are and are not adjusted
to and accepting of themselves. In other

words, the women Del and Phyl chose
to describe are human beings, with the

problems inherent in so being, but with

the added difficulty of being women

and Lesbians. This kind of focus, is, as

| see it, of ultimate importance to the
straight community who tend to see us
as Sister George or Childie at best. The
women described here will confirm
some of the beliefs “they’ (the out-
siders) have of us, because there are
women who fit ““their’”’ patterns. Other
women will blow the image all to hell.
This book is honest, real, personal
straight (gay)-forward and non-compro-
mising. Which is the way we are.

| found particular joy in reading this
history because of my own commit-
ment to alleviate, somehow, Lesbian
isolation. As Del and Phyl note, and
quite honestly, they had been the focal

~point for all Lesbians in this country

(and others) to rally around. Their
commitment and the commitment of
others has made ‘‘Lesbian Liberation’’
a real thing, instead of an ideal dream
in some woman's head. Their relation-
ship of 19 years, of which they speak
very openly in their book, has been and
still is (even though they won’t admit
it now) an inspiration to those of us
who have grown up with the stereo-
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typical idea that “‘those relationships
don't last.” Their untiring (albeit diffi-
cult to maintain) efforts to change the
structures in this country which oppress
us have been and will continue to be
an inspiration to me, personally.

Their book, some 280 pages, is a doc-
ument of the struggles many Lesbians
have had to endure and win. It is a
triumph to read and experience. In
itself it is a release from the sense of
isolation we all feel — there are and
have been many, many in our shoes. If
you have ever spoken to these two wo-
men, your feelings may well appear in
the book under a false name, of course.
| found myself described there. The
feeling that what you say about your
own liberation has been captured in
this history is a good one. You know
that somehow you have contributed, no
matter in how small a way, to the whole
liberation movement.

It \is a high point in our liberation,
probably the highest, that Lesbians are
finally telling our story. Sisterhood is
powerful and is a full blast of sun-
shine in our lives. Here is our story and
we should bask. |

(from Sisters, November 1972)

[Available from Gay Lib Book Service]

n e

ALLEN GINSBEIX(I\SI
NTERVEW
POEM

| A Newspaper of Gay Liberation
.35 Cdilif. /7 .50 Elsewhere
January-February 1973 No. 16
















































