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GERMANY, FOCUS OF THE CONFLICT

Official Germany’s neurotic obsession
with the State wiiich goes deep into the
roots of bourgeois consciousness, poisons
the whole of European politics. In no
other country would anyone have thought
of holding a protest march against the
kidnappers of a prominent industrialist
headed by Government officials, and
followed by hundreds of minor
functionaries in the State and business
all dressed in their conventional office
clothes, solemnly carrying banners
denouncing protest movements. At
least when they tried that sort of thing
in Spain they brought in coachloads of
manual staff from the factories on over-
time, or ordered soldiers out in civilian
clothing, to give it some pretence of
being a popular demonstration.
Privately the world’s journalists laugh
their heads off at bourgeois Germany.
But in their reports to the press they
report all the hand-outs of the German
police and all the official excuses for
repression weary cliches against the
resistance. The same phrases can be
seen in every newspaper, whether the
reports emanate from news agencies
or correspondents; the same tendentious
lies and half-truths, the same apparent
lack of logic.

4 ANDREAS BAADE

The Resistance is treated as a small
Anarchist gang . . . yet 15,000 people or
so attend demonstrations on its behalf!
It has no support — yet can find ready
place to hide! It is a gang directed by a
man in prison, under close upservision,
without access even to his own lawyers,
and by a dead woman, from whom it
apparently takes it orders by telepathy
and spiritualism respectively’

Perhaps the most typical of the dead-
pan, accepted Press reaction comes in
the reporting of the story of repeated
“terrorist attacks” upon nuclear testing
stations! Poor inoffensive nuclear
testing stations!

The humbug in denouncing the
“gangster”” and “bandits” described as
“ Anarchists” when the description
comes direct from police circles or “the
Baader-Meinhof gang” takes the form of
denouncing them as mindless and
violent without any popular support,
and drop outs from the middle class.
The media describes the situation as
“approaching civil war.” But not one
voice is lifted to put the other side’s
point of view . . . apart from thousands
ot people in Germany itself! Just
consider what they are rebelling against.

RS H A RACD

Capitalism 1n Germany called in fascism
to help preserve it against the workers.
It was given artificial resuscitation by
the Allies. Now a cross section of the
young takes up the offensive against it.
The resistance is a mixed bag, because
it contains many elements. Some come
from a revolutionary type Marxism,
some are influenced by Mao and so
nationalism, some are Anarchist or
have come through Marxism to Anarchism.
And Anarchism, as the German police
have made clear time and again, is what
the German State dreads most. The
German bourgeois cannot bear to live
without defined authority, and whereas
the English middle-class look to the
“idyllic past” of Baldwin and Churchyll
they look back nostalgically to the
same period, under Hitler. As East
Germany shows, they can live under -
Marxism. Its authoritarianism appeals
to them even if they object to its
nowadays subservience to Russia or its
lack of “opportunity.” But Anarchism
is a clarion call to the dreaded unknown
of freedom. It is possible as much as
the bombs of the various Resistance
fractions, the German bourgeois fears
revolutionary and libertarian ideas.
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(The last issue was Vol. IV No. 15. This com-
mences a new volume. Don’t think your subs
were overlooked; there was a delay between the
last issue and this.)

Our apologies for the delay with this

issue of the Flag but we have been
severely held back owing to continuing
troubles with our IBM type composer

and other financial problems. This delay
has extended itself to the third issue of
the Cienfuegos Press Review which should
have been out by now but will not in fact
appear until October. However, we do

think that all C.P. subscribers and supporters

will think it worth waiting for when they
receive it. This issue will run to approx.
120pp and contains, among others, the
following articles: The Aims and
Principles of Anarchism; Objections to
Anarchism; Objectivity and Liberal
Scholarship, Noam Chomsky with an
introduction by Frank Mintz; The Life
Trial and Death of Francisco Ferrer
Guardia with a biographical note by
Dave Poole, plus Ferrer’s Last Lettors
from prison and the memorial speech

by Kropotkin following Ferrer’s
execution; Erich Muehsam — a biographical
essay complete with bibliography;
Anarchism in Greek Philosophy;
Anarchism and Freemasonry; Sabotage
by Walker C. Smith; Berufsverbote in
West Germany; A History of the
Anarchist Movement in Bulgaria; Arms
and the Women; Anarcho-Feminism —
Two Statements; Gnosticism — Ancient
Heresy or Kick up the Cassock; Stepniak —
Portrait of a Nihilist; Picture Books for
Little Anarchists; Science — the Image

and the Reality; Scientists in Collision;
R P 0 T T M0 ST SO P S S SR.

Anarcho-Quiz

1. Was Karl Marx related to Queen
Victoria?

2. What bar-room anecdotes told by
Attorney-General F.E. Smith escalated
to become a major propaganda
campiagn in the First World War?

3. What had Lloyd-George’s proposed
Liberal Industrial Enquiry in common
with the Swansea Harbour Improve-
ment Trust?

4. What was the Cat-And-Mouse Act?

. What American city was founded by
atheists and freethinkers as a humanist
city, in the same way as Philadelphia
was founded as a Quaker city, Salt |
Lake City as a Mormon one and so on?

6. The Ku Klux Klan could be described
as a native American brand of fascism
but equally truthfully, how did H.L.
Mencken describe it?

answers on page 15
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. The Miasnikov Memorandum; Ricardo

Flores Magon — a biographical essay —
plus lots more articles, reviews and
commentaries.

As you can see this issue contains as much
as some major books on anarchism and
is extremely expensive to produce. For
this reason we have had to increase the
cover price to £1.75 (still a bargain).
However, the Review is free to all sub-
scribers (£6.00) and will be sent off
immediately we receive them from the
printer, which should be sometime in
mid-October. The next title “Land and
Liberty! — Anarchist Influences in the
Mexican Revolution — Ricardo Flores
Magon’ has been held up at the printers
but it should be in the post shortly after
the Review. Would all Cienfuegos Press
Subscribers for 1977 please note that
they should have received already the
following titles as part of their
subscription: The Russian Tragedy; The
Black Flag Anarcho-Quiz Book; Marxism
and a Free Society (to be reprinted
shortly); C.P. Review No.2. In addition
they will also receive the C.P. Review
No. 3; Land and Liberty! and The Face
of Spanish Anarchism before the end of
the year. Would all those subscribers

- who have not received the first five
publications please let us know a.s.a.p. and

we shall get them off to you post haste.
The centre spread of the Review is a
wall newspaper carrying the headline
Easter Cancelled! Christ’s Body Found
with news stories from around the world
following the collapse of Christianity/
Western and State Capitalism as a direct

- result of the discovery of J.C.’s body.

Copies are available for flyposting in your
area for 50p per 25 copies (inc. p&p).

An Anarcho-Syndicalist Conference is to
take place in Manchester on 22/23 Oct.,
to explore way in which Anarcho-
Syndicalists in Britain can work together
more effectively and to discuss things of
mutual interest. Participants so far
include activists from Black Cross, SWF
and the Industrial Network.

< Lhere will be a creche if needed — let
the organisors know if you require the

e

In a tough new line . . . .

While reaffirming the democratic right
of revolution, the Home Secretary has
decided that future revolutions must
follow orderly lines laid down by the
police, in a tough new line designed to
deal with violent revolutions. The
main items are:

1. Revolutions must take place at a
weekend, after fourteen days notice to
the Commissioner of Police.

2. No offensive or controversial
statements may be made by the revolu-
tionary leadership, for two weeks prior
to the said revolution.

3. All vanguard parties will be required

to be licensed by the Ministry: for the
Environment.

State of play as at 10th July 1977
Printing costs paid since

last account 155.00
Postage 86. 90
Stationery 5. 00
246. 90
Sales & subs. 105. 35
Donations as
under * 107. 46 )
Royalties 9. .21
22282
Logs . i ! T 24. 88
Loss carried forward 1451. 37
Loss to date £1476. 25
Donations:

London: JT £3,JG £3; RM £2; LS £2;
HMP MS £3; Glasgow: RA £3, A.McG £1;
Huddersfield: IM £1; Aberystwyth: MS
£1; Gwent: PS £9.25; Leicester: PM £5;
Cambs: ME £2; Bristol: DD £2;
Manchester: SWF £1; Milwaukee: GP
£28.25; Calif. Italian comrades ex picnic
£28.62, B.C. Canada: MH £3; Guam: SS
£2.65. Total £107. 46p.

Comment: With money yet to come in
for sales, this means that we are keeping
our end up — two issues with scarcely

a change in the overall financial position,
which for us is almest like winning the
pools! If we got paid for every copy we
sent out, and all subs renewed on time, we
would actually solve our Black Flag
problems (and be able to help solve our
book and pamphlet production problems).

Direct Action: Paper of the Syndicalist
Workers Federation. Write ¢/o Grass
Roots, 109 Oxford Road, Manchester 1.

use of a creche so that they have an idea
of how many kids to cater for. There is
also a possibility of transport being
organised from London. For further
details contact:— Syndicalist Workers
Federation, 109 Oxford Road,
Manchester M.1. Items for

possible agenda should be sent as soon as
possible.

4. All violence taking place over the
weekend revolution will be firmly
suppressed and damage resulting there-
from be charzeable against those deemed
responsible by a Court of Inquiry, subject
to appeal to a Higher Tribunal.
5. No revolutionary demands may be
made which have not been first submitted
to Parliament.
6. No revolution prejudicial to the rights
of Her Majesty, or contrary to parlia-
mentary sanction will be licensed.

This means that the extremists can
have their revolution. But they will have
to keep to the rule of law.

continued page 93.




THE GRUNWICK DISPUTE

THE RUNNING SHRIER

The running shriek in which the Grunwick
dispute is discussed still manages to
occupy the dailies and television, and is
the stuff of endless debate and ‘confron-
tation’. After a year, the hack journalists
are standing by for the race to get their
version of the long dispute into book form
first — but wait despairingly for the finish.
Is it going to be a ‘major blow at trade

{ unionism’ or ‘a disaster for freedom?’
Hold on: the lad’s not dead yet.

No major British employer would .
have got himself involved to this extent:
Mr. Ward, of Grunwick’s, is an immigrant
Asian trying to become rich quick and
trying methods long since discarded by
our native capitalists. There is a
' suspicion he is being used by politicians
anxious to prove a point against trade
- unionism. But if so, it is by people whom
he thinks are the Establishment, and
| who are only its internal critics.

He thought he could act as traditional
master against Asian women immigrant
workers. Perhaps he got a surprise when
they staged a strike against him. He has
fought back long, persistently and with
stubborn desperation — sacking them
and seeing them turn to English trade
unionism, unused to being thwarted,
accustomed to being bought. Even in
his year-old battle he has raised wages
sharply to those workers staying on, who
proclaim in return that never, never
will they become trade unionists.

The running shriek on the one hand
has been that why should people be
compelled to join unions if they don’t
- want to; on the other hand the near
hysterical cry that trade unionism is
-imperilled and if Ward of Grunwick’s
. wins then we shall be back to Mr.

' Gradgrind and Hard Times with a
.vengeance. The hydra-headed package-
deal Left makes a field day of demon-
strations at Grunwick’s; even those who
do not belong to a trade union and have
never become so militant at work as to
be noticed, rush down to Hendon for the
latest punch-up with the police. Far be it
from us to say this isn’t 3ood clean
honest fun; why not have a punch-up
with the police? But if the Left were
still identifiable with the working class
maybe we could see a little of that action
at the places where the picketing outsiders
were actually working? Maybe even if

§ there were more militancy actually on
jobs it wouldn’t be necessary for the

Asian women pickets to want to work at
Mr. Ward’s. | |
The union concerned with the
Grunwick dispute is the least militant of
all. If, however, we look at the so-called
militant unions their ambitions are all _
tied up in the achievement of the close
shop. The closed shop means that the
leadership has more power than ever and
can keep the threat of expulsion over
the heads of the militants, more powerfully
than the threat of dismissal by the
employers — for it would mean that they
would never work again in their trade.
This principle, regarded as the height of
democracy, is fascism: an independent,
worker-controlled union however would
be regarded as undermining ‘democracy’!
The closed shop, and what it entails,
means that the leadership can take part
in wheeling and dealing, freed from
militant pressure; yet those who are so
militant that they will go down to
Hendon and get their heads bashed in by
the police think that ‘the preservation’
of trade unionism as it exists is what
they must fight about or we shall be on
the high road to fascism. Rest assured,
friends, despite the running shriek, the
labour leaders will be there before you,
preparing for the labour front!
You will have a legally guaranteed

closed shop then with a vengeance! —

not to mention a social contract and

all the other social-democratic State
“successes.”’

The running shriek that is heard on
the Right is that people are entitled not
to join a trade union. But what have
they to say of . . independence? There

isn’t as yet an alternative to reformist trade

unionism, in permanent syndicalist form.
But there are unofficial bodies. Do these
champions of ‘freedom’ who oppose
trade union domination support unofficial
strike action and workers councils? To
ask the question is absurd, they are its
most rigorous opponents. They want
‘freedom’ from trade unions, but against
workers’ councils they want “the rule of
law!” Bargains freely entered into — by
the TU leadership — to be obeyed by all.

Meanwhile the trade union leadership
basks in the unaccustomed feeling of
martyrdom and the package deal Left
in the accustomed feeling of being way
out there in front — “and what did you
do in Grunwick’s daddy?”’, they feel
future generations will be lisping.

What does all the militancy amount to?

3

At the moment when the working class
as a whole is decisively rejecting the
Labour Party set up, they want to
preserve it; at a time when the corporate
state disguised as a “social contract” is
being in the greatest of contempt the
unions alone perpetuate it. At a time
when a major step forward is being
demanded everywhere, the ‘vanguard’

is not ready . . . it is frightened to let the
organised workers out of its grip, trying
to find ways to keep workers’ unofficial
strike councils tied to the trade union
movement and afraid that they will be
self-perpetuating, self-sufficient and
syndicalist.

The TV cameras are not focussed on
the battle which is now shaking the work-
places. Unlike Grunwick’s it won’t be
situation comedy or a laté night horror
show: it’s going to be the big feature.

For it must never be forgotten that
trade union movement as the Labour
Party has chosen to interpret it, and the
way it happens to have turned ou* here,
is not the only method of working class
organisation, and far from being the
most desirable. It is the way trade
unionism is under the influence of State
socialism. Its faults are those of State
socialism, its merits — whatever they
may be — are those of State socialism.
Its compromise with capitalism is the
normal compromise that State socialist
ideology would impose on it.

But there is another form of union
orgnaisation that is not State socialist.

It is controlled from the bottom upwards,
and dispenses with leadership; it is
composed of workers’ councils and does
not seek therefore to incorporate them.
It rejects political vanguards. It seeks
control of the industries in which it
operates, not the imposition of laws or
political intervention. Perhaps paradoxi-
cally, though it rejects capitalism, it
thrives on competition; it does not need
to conscript members because they

will be impressed by results; it does not
need to expel militants because only they
bring results; because it does not seek a
deal with capitalism, capitalism will try

to buy it off by granting what they woulc
never have otherwise granted. That form j§
of union organisation, the syndicalist,
was the big feature. It has been eclipsed
for fifty years by what we have now. Is

it to be our fate forever? Oris — the

running shriek notwithstanding — the

~ writing on the wall?










































