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GERMANY. FOCU3 OF THE CONFLICT The Resistance is treated as a small
Anarchist gang . . . yet 15,000 people or

Ofýclal Germany S neurotic obsession so attend demonstrations on its behalf!with the State which goes deep into the
roots of bourgeois consciousness, poisons
the whole of European politics. In no
other country would anyone have thought
of holding a protest march against the
kidnappers of a prominent industrialist
headed by Govemment officials, and
followed by hundreds of minor
functionaries in the State and business
all dressed in their conventional ofýce
clothes, solemnly carrying banners
denouncing protest movements. At
least when they tried that sort of thing
in Spain they brought in coachloads of
manual staff from the factories on over-
time, or ordered soldiers out in civilian
clothing, to give it some pretence of
being a popular demonstration.

Privately the worldôs journalists laugh
their heads off at bourgeois Germany.
But in their reports to the press they
report all the hand-outs of the German
police and all the official excuses for
repression weary cliches against the
resistance. The same phrases can be
seen in every newspaper, whether the
reports emanate from news agencies
or correspondents; the same tendentious
lies and half-truths, the same apparent
lack of logic.

It has no support ð- yet can find ready
place to hide! It is a gang directed by a
man in prison, under close upservision,
without access even to his own lawyers,
and by a dead woman, from whom it
apparently takes it orders by telepathy
and spiritualism respectively!
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Perhaps the most typical of the dead-
pan, accepted Press reaction comes in
the reporting of the story of repeated
ñterrorist attacksò upon nuclear testing
stations! Poor inoffensive nuclear
testing stations!

The humbug in denouncing the
ñgangsterò and ñbanditsò described as
ñAnarchistsò when the description
comes direct from police circles or the
Baader-Meinhof gangò takes the form of
denouncing them as mindless and
violent without any popular support,
and drop outs from the middle class.
The media describes the situation as
ñapproaching civil war.ò But not one
voice is lifted to put the other sideôs
point of view . . . apart from thousands
of people in Germany itself! Just
consider what they are rebelling against.
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Capitalism in Germany called in fascism
to help preserve it against the workers.
It was given artificial resuscitation by
the Allies. Now a cross section of the
young takes up the offensive against it.

The resistance is a, mixed bag, because
it contains many elements. Some come
from a revolutionary type Marxism,
some are inþuenced by Mao and so
nationalism, some are Anarchist or
have come through Marxism to Anarchism

And Anarchism, as the German police
have made clear time and again, is what
the German State dreads most. The
German bourgeois cannot bear to live
without defined authority, and whereas
the English middle-class look to the
ñidyllic pastò of Baldwin and Church,ill
they look back nostalgically to the
same period, under Hitler. As East
Germany shows, they can live under *-
Marxism. Its authoritarianism appeals
to them even if they object to its
nowadays subservience to Russia or its
lack of ñopportunity.ò But Anarchism
is a clarion call to the dreaded unknown
of freedom. It is possible as much as
the bombs of the various Resistance
fractions, the German bourgeois fears
revolutionary and libertarian ideas.
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Our apologies for the delay with this
issue of the Flag but we have been
severely held back owing to continuing
troubles with our IBM type composer
and other ýnancial problems. This delay
has extended itself to the third issue of
the Cienfuegos Press Review which should
have been out by now but will not in fact
appear until October. However, we do
think that all C.P. subscribers and supporter
will think it worth waiting for when they
receive it. This issue will run to approx.
120pp and contains, among others, the
following articles: The Aims and
Principles of Anarchism; Objections to
Anarchism; Objectivity and Liberal
Scholarship, Noam Chomsky with an
introduction by Frank Mintz; The Life
Trial and Death of Francisco Ferrer
Guardia with a biographical note by
Dave Poole, plus Ferrerôs Last Letters
from prison and the memorial speech
by Kropotkin following Ferrerôs
execution; Erich Muehsam -ð a biographical
essay complete with bibliography;
Anarchism in Greek Philosophy;
Anarchism and Freemasonry; Sabotage
by Walker C. Smith; Berufsverbote in
West Germany; A History of the
Anarchist Movement in Bulgaria; Arms
and the Women; Anarcho-Feminism -
Two Statements; Gnosticism ð Ancient
Heresy or Kick up the Cassock; Stepniak ð
Portrait of a Nihilist; Picture Books for
Little Anarchists; Science ð the Image
and the Reality; Scientists in Collision;
 

Anarcho-Quiz
1. Was Karl Marx related to Queen

Victoria?
2. What bar-room anecdotes told by

Attorney-General F.E. Smith escalated
to become a major propaganda
campiagn in the First World War?

3. What had Lloyd-Georgeôs proposed
Liberal Industrial Enquiry in common
with the Swansea Harbour Improve-
ment Trustó?

4. What was the Cat-And-Mouse Actó?
5. What American city was founded by

atheists and freethinkers as a humanist
city, in the same way as Philadelphia
was founded as a Quaker city, Salt
Lake City as a Mormon one and so onó?
The Ku Klux Klan could be described
as a native American brand of fascism
but equally truthfully, how did H.L.
Mencken describe itó?

answers on page 15 _

The Miasnikov Memorandum; Ricardo
Flores Magon ð- a biographical essay -
plus lots more articles, reviews and
commentaries.
As you can see this issue contains as much
as some major books on anarchism and
is extremely expensive to produce. For
this reason we have had to increase the
cover price to Ã1.75 (still a bargain).
However, the Review is free to all sub-
scribers (Ã6.00) and will be sent off
immediately we receive them from the
printer, which should be sometime in
mid-October. The next title ñLand and
Liberty! ð- Anarchist Inþuences in the
Mexican Revolution ð Ricardo Flores
Magonò has been held up at the printers
but it should be in the post shortly after
the Review. Would all Cienfuegos Press
Subscribers for 1977 please note that
they should have received already the
following titles as part of their
subscription: The Russian Tragedy; The
Black Flag Anarcho-Quiz Book; Marxism
and a Free Society (to be reprinted
shortly); C.P. Review No.2. In addition
they will also receive the C .P. Review
No. 3; Land and Liberty! and The Face
of Spanish Anarchism before the end of
the year. Would all those subscribers
who have not received the ýrst ýve
publications please let us know a.s..a.p. and
we shall get them off to you post haste.

The centre spread of the Review is a
wall newspaper carrying the headline
Easter Cancelled! Christôs Body Found
with news stories from around the world
following the collapse of Christianityf
Western and State Capitalism as a direct
result of the discovery of J .C.ôs body.
Copies are available for þyposting in your
area for 50p per 25 copies (inc. p&p).
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An Anarcho-Syndicalist Conference is to
take place in Manchester on 22/23 Oct.,
to explore way in which Anarcho-
Syndicalists in Britain can work together
more effectively and to discuss things of
mutual interest. Participants so far
include activists from Black Cross, SWF
and the Industrial Network.
,,,, There will be a creche if needed ð let
the organisors know if you require the

In a tough new line . . . .

While reaffirming the democratic right
of revolution, the Home Secretary has
decided that future revolutions must
follow orderly lines laid down by the
police, in a tough new line designed to
deal with violent revolutions. The
main items are:
1. Revolutions must take place at a
weekend, after fourteen days notice to
the Commissioner of Police.
2. No offensive or controversial
statements may be made by the revolu-
tionary leadership, for two weeks prior
to the said revolution.
3. All vanguard parties will be required
to be licensed by the Ministry for the
Environment.
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State of play as at 10th July 1977
Printing costs paid since
last account 155. 00
Postage 86. 90
Stationery 5. 00

246. 90

Sales & subs. 105. 35
Donations as
under * 107. 46 ó
Royalties 9. 21

222, 02

Loss. . . . . . 24.88
Loss carried forward 1451. 37

-\.

Loss to date Ã1476. 25

Donations:
London: JT Ã3, JG Ã3; RM Ã2; LS Ã2;
I-IMP MS Ã3; Glasgow: RA Ã3, A.McG Ã1
Huddersýeld: IM Ã1; Aberystwyth: MS
Ãl;Gwent: PS Ã9.25; Leicester: PM Ã5;
Cambs: ME Ã2; Bristol: DD Ã2;
Manchester: SWF Ã1; Milwaukee: GP f
Ã28.25; Calif. Italian comrades ex picnic
Ã28.62, B.C. Canada: MH Ã3; Guam: SS
Ã2.65. Total Ã107. 46p.
Comment: With money yet to come in
for sales, this means that we are keeping
our end up ð two issues with scarcely
a change in the overall ýnancial position,
which for us is almost like winning the
pools! If we got paid for every copy we
sent out, and all subs renewed on time, we
would actually solve our Black Flag
problems (and be able to help solve our
book and pamphlet production problems)

Direct Action: Paper of the Syndicalist
Workers Federation. Write c/o Grass
Roots, 109 Oxford Road, Manchester l.

use of a creche so that they have an idea
of how many kids to cater for. There is
also a possibility of transport being
organised from London. For further
details contact:ð Syndicalist Workers
Federation, 109 Oxford Road,
Manchester M.l. Items for
possible agenda should be sent as soon as
possible.

4. All violence taking place over the
weekend revolution will be ýrmly
suppressed and damage resultingó there-
from be chargeable against those deemed
responsible by a Court of Inquiry, subject
to appeal to a Higher Tribunal.
5. No revolutionary demands may be
made which have not been ýrst submitted
to Parliament.
6. No revolution prejudicial to the rights
of Her Majesty, or contrary to parlia-
mentary sanction will be licensed.

This means that the extremists can
have their revolution. But they will have
to keep to the rule of law.

continued page 93.



THE GRUNWICK DISPUTE

Theó running shriek in which the Grunwick
dispute is discussed still manages to
occupy the dailies and television, and is
the stuff of endless debate and óconfron-
tationô. After a year, the hack journalists
are standing by for the race to get their
version of the long dispute into book form
first - but wait despairingly for the fhiish.
Is it going to be a ómajor blow at trade
unionismô or óa disaster for freedom?ô
Hold on: the ladôs not dead yet.

No major British employer would .
have got himself involved to this extent:
Mr. Ward, of Grunwickôs, is an immigrant
Asian trying to become rich quick and
trying methods long since discarded by
our native capitalists. There is a
suspicion he is being used by politicians
anxious to prove a point against trade
unionism. But if so, it is by people whom
he thinks are the Establishment, and
who are only its internal critics.

He thought he could act as traditional
master against Asian women immigrant
workers. Perhaps he got a surprise when
they staged a strike against him. He has
fought back long, persistently and with
stubborn desperation -- sacking them
and seeing them turn to English trade
unionism, unused to being thwarted,
accustomed to being bought. Even in
his year-old battle he has raised wages
sharply to those workers staying on, who
proclaim in return that never, never
will they become trade unionists.

The running shriek on the one hand
has been that why should people be
compelled to join unions if they donôt
want to; on the other hand the near
hysterical cry that trade unionism is
imperilled and if Ward of Grunwickôs
wins then we shall be back to Mr.
Gradgrind and Hard Times with a
vengeance. The hydra-headed package-
deal Left makes a ýeld day of demon-
strations at Grunwickôs; even those who
do not belong to a trade union and have
never become so militant at work as to
be noticed, rush down to Hendon for the
latest punch-up with the police. Far be it
from us to say this isnôt good clean
honest fun; why not have a punch-up
with the policeó? But if the Left were
still identiýable with the working class
maybe we could see a little of that action
at the places where the picketing outsiders
were actually workingó? Maybe even if
there were more militancy actually on
jobs it wouldnôt be necessary for the

L

successes
The running shnek that 1S heard on

What does all the militancy amount t ?

Fô

Asian women pickets to want to work at
Mr. Wardôs. V .

The union concerned with the
Giunwick dispute is the least militant of
all. If, however, we look at the so-called
militant unions their ambitions are all I
tied up in the achievement of the closed
shop. The closed shop means that the

 leadership has more power than ever and
can keep the threat of expulsion over
the heads of the militants, more powerfully
than the threat of dismissal by the
employers -ð for it would mean that they
would never work again in their trade.
This principle, regarded as the height of
democracy, is fascism: an independent,
worker-controlled union however would
be regarded as undermining ódemocracyô!
The closed shop, and what it entails,
means that the leadership can take part
in wheeling and dealing, freed from
militant pressure; yet those who are so
militant that they will go down to
Hendon and get their heads bashed in by
the police think that. óthe preservationô
of trade unionism as it exists is what
they must ýght about or we shall be on
the high road to fascism. Rest assured, 4
friends, despite the running shriek, the
labour leaders will be there before you,
preparing for the labour front!

You will have a legally guaranteed
closed shop then with a vengeance! --
not to mention a social contract and
all the other social-democratic State
csó is
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the Right is that people are entitled not
to join a trade union. But what have _~
they to say of . . independenceó? There
isnôt as yet an alternative to reformist trade
unionism, in permanent syndicalist form.
But there are unofýcial bodies. Do these
champions of ófreedomô who oppose
trade union domination support unofýcial
strike action and workers councilsó? To
ask the question is absurd they are its
most rigorous opponents They want
freedom from trade unions, but against

workers councils they want the rule of
law!ò Bargains freely entered into -ð by
the TU leadership -- to be obeyed by all

Meanwhile the trade union leadership
basks in the unaccustomed feeling of
martyrdom and the package deal Left
in the accustomed feeling of being way
out there in front -ð and what did you
do in Grunwick s daddy?ô they feel
future generations Wlll be hsping

o
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At the moment when the working class
as a whole is decisively rejecting the
Labour Party set up, they want to
preserve it; at a time when the corporate
state disguised as a ñsocial contractò is
being in the greatest of contempt the
unions alone perpetuate it. At a time
when a major step forward is being
demanded everywhere, the óvanguardô
is not ready . . . it is frightened to let the
organised workers out of its grip, trying
to fmd ways to keep workersô unofýcial
strike councils tied to the trade union
movement and afraid that they will be
self-perpetuating, self-sufýcient and
syndicalist.

The TV cameras are not focussed on
the battle which is now shaking the work-
places. Unlike Grunwickôs it wonôt be
situation comedy or a late night horror
show: itôs going to be the big feature.

For it must never be forgotten that
trade union movement as the Labour
Party has chosen to interpret it, and the
way it happens to have turned out here,
is not the only method of working class
organisation, and far from being the
most desirable. It is the way trade
unionism is under the influence of State 0
socialism. Its faults are those of State
socialism, its merits - whatever they
may be ð are those of State socialism.
Its compromise with capitalism is the
normal compromise that State socialist
ideology would impose on it.

But there is another form of union
orgnaisation that is not State socialist.
It is controlled from the bottom upwards,
and dispenses with leadership; it is
composed of workersô councils and does
not seek therefore to incorporate them.
It rejects political vanguards. It seeks
control of the industries in which it
operates, not the imposition of laws or
political intervention. Perhaps paradoxi-
cally, though it rejects capitalism, it
thrives on competition; it does not need
to conscript members because they
will be impressed by results; it does not
need to expel militants because only they
bring results; because it does not seek a
deal with capitalism, capitalism will try
to buy it off by granting what they woul
never have otherwise granted. That form
of union organisation, the syndicalist,
was thebig feature. It has been eclipsed
for ýfty years by what we have now. ls
it to be our fate foreveró? Or is - the
rumiing shriek notwithstanding ð the
writing on the wall?
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THE NEXT STEP r applies to the ódemocraciesô where there Trades Hall - which served a similar
It is not just the revolutionary movement . is greater freedom of expression, but purpose to that in England, and usually
which has ground to a halt. All workers h equal lack of being able to put change combined such features as were seen
feel unable to make any social change and into practice. here in the old Mechanicsô Institutes and
in the grip of economic forces or the Every one knows that the political Reading Rooms; and in France, the
State, which cannot be challenged. Peftiee dn net Tepfeeent 3 three f0T eneiel Labour Exchanges (a name later adopted

It~is understandable that this has Change. OI H means Of e01"1tI01 Over the in England by a vastly different
gradually become the whole feeling G0Ve1'n1nent- Delneefeeyt es new interó institution!) There workers of all trades
throughout the totalitarian communist Pteteth hes nothing te de With eentfel formed both club and union, without
countries. There the repression of the by the Peeptet it solely te tnteilneted ee differentiation of craft or skill. (It is
State has grown so much, even when the tetetenee by the State Whtehi ts Ptetetehle true that in those days there was some
actual physical terror has abated, that te tnteteteneet hut (lees net lneen the differentiation of sex which would not
there appears to be no chance for any Peeple heve enY eentfel ever thenô fll1e1ó$~ be the case today).
change in society. The eete nlennef in which the eeenemie The unemployed were thos federated

The only órevolutionaryô movement eysteln eel-lid he Changed i8 by people at with the employed; there was no barrier
with any chances of success in such Wetkt them Whteh the)ô ere heeelning against them. The skilled and the unskilled
circumstances are those which can rely inefeeetngtbô eheneteth But the gfewing were federated. They went where jobs
upon a foreign military power; hence virtual monopoly of State Socialist trade were to be had and the card of the one
the struggles between different Communist unionism means that even this too is big union was sufficient. They were
Party factions, taking advantage of the being eroded. members of the OBU, not of the railway-
rivalry between China and Russia _ since How can an anarchist movement be mens union or the building workers.
the ódemocraciesô are fat from wanting built? It is signiýcant that the wishy- Once on the job they belonged to
military intervention and defend the washy substitute of ópaciýst anarchismô different syndical branches of the union.
communist countries from revolutionary which ýnds class struggle óterryifyingô This type of ólocalô was also the basis
plots from abroad. They neither want and offers instead liberal alternatives of the IWW in America; it has been the
real revolution there, nor do they even under or apart from the State, or even base of many an industrial union but
want ñcapitalist roadsò which would seeks beneýts from the State in order to also of syndicalist craft unions. If those
create powerful competitors. maintain its alternative society, has grown who come to it do so not on the basis

For this reason nationalist movements in recent years; and has captured come of how they spend their leisure ð though
are today able to þourish. All Powers allegiance more in despair than anything that is an important angle too ð- but
are interested in the national question else. True anarchism represents a challenge how they spend their working week, it
for it is a way, without war, to intervene to the State. How can it be put into can be a basic component of a revolution-
in the sovereignty of other powers. No action? ary movement. It is this that we have in
Powers want revolution, even for their It is not by weekend militancy, and pþSt iSSueS deSig1'lþted I15 H W01'1<eI$ ehlh
worst enemies. No revolutionary move- not by dropping out of the system, in a movement, on the basis of the club, which
inent receives any foreign state support: surrender to the State ð telling oneself is eminently capable of being built and
if it did, it would cease to be revolutionary. that by living on it one is somehow under- which to exist only needs enthusiasm
It would be a takeover by the intervening mining its existence (a parallel to the and commitment, a movement can be
State. All nationalist movements receive authoritarian socialist imagining that established which would be the basis of
such support automatically, though (in by building a dictatorship he is helping militancy at work. From there ð
view of their professions) illogically. the State to fade away). granted that the workersô club is what

The only thing that can break the One of the most heartening examples it says it is, and not merely a haven for
seemingly unbreakable monolithic State of anarchist resurgence has been seen in those outside the struggle ð it becomes a
is individual action ð and this is why this Spain. It is true that there people feel nucleus in the workplaces of people
least violent form of armed struggle some sense of participating in their own wanting to take over; workers councils,
receives most abuse by word and deed r future with the dismantling of some of not outside the places of work but in
from the oppressor. Those who are busy . the wqpst features of Francoism; but them, needing no political alliances. It
preparing the ultimate in terror, who also because years of resistance now would give an immense feeling of strength
have massacred with impunity and intend provide a background to a ýghting to those feeling isolated in their own
to escalate to genocide and even world movement. Yet there is nothing being jobs, or to those without productive jobs.
destruction if they cannot get their way done in Spain that could not be done It would be a basis for mutual aid
otherwise, are the most fervent in their here with less difficulty - if only it were during industrial disputes and of solidarity
denunciation of óterrorism.ô desired. against the State. Without this step

The feelings of frustration and inability The basis of the Spanish Labour forward no serious libertarian revolution-
ty equall mo _ ' '

1
to make any change in socie p y vement (the CNT) originally was the ary movement can exist.

' representatives, the National Union of tin miners of Bolivia go on fighting against
Mineworkers criticised the proposed Ã19m incredible pressures, both poverty and

" - I I O loan by the British Government (of our military repression.
Iv money) to the Bolivian mineowners who But do not think the tin mine owners

" " ñ 1 operate an almost feudal system. have gven in. They have friends in high
We are glad to say they persuaded the places. Said the Bolivian Embassy

Government to change its mind. The spokesman (Times 9th Aug) ñThe
ñFollowing a clandestine visit to Bolivia military have occupied Bolivian tin mines mining equipment would now be bought
by a group of British minersò, according for eighteen months; modernisation of on the open market, most probably from
to the press, but more probably to an the mines would have enabled them to the Soviet Union,ò Tyranny knows no
open visit to Britain by Bolivian minersô ,_ block all advances by the workers. The , frontier, ,_
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