
On leaving the SNP
Like a good many peopl r Scotland I
voted SNP in 1974. A11 rlgh I had been
eligible to vote since 194 9 rn national
elections and by-electiors this was the
ýrst time I had done so in either because
this was the first time that the old three-
some of liberal, labour and conservative
had been broken by the appearance of
a nationalist candidate; and though
(despite my vote) he didn't succeed in
reaching Westminster, the nationalistsô
success in wimring eleven seats -- winning
them for Scotland ð was a cause of great
rejoicing in our part of the world. We
walked about for several days with that
skip-step lightness of heart men have
when they believe they are on the eve of
great events. Inevitable of course that
morning-after-the-night-before feeling
should set in. The little clan at Westmin-
ster werenôt able to be kingmakers after
all; they produced no charismatic leader
who could conjure up ñThe Nation" as a
cause we working people could lose our-
selves in. In short, nothing changed.

Well then! - donôt expect miracles over-
night! ð- Rome wasnôt built in a day! ð
One swallow doesnôt make a spring! (etc.,
etc.,). We waited. Iwaited. Idonôt
really know what for. Oh of course my
initial enthusiasm had imagined some sort
of cinema-like consummation, a national
awakening in glorious technicolour as in
the American flms; but underneath that
froth there were other things, more
important and lasting if less spectacular,
which we hoped for from the SNP. There
had long been a feeling that Scottish olitp .-

rcs was marking time, had somehow become
dissociated from the Scottish people. The
liberals, the best of the Scottish parties
till then, held a couple of rural seats with
a couple of good men immersed in local
interests, but then the liberals always
aimed low and missed: the tories had always
been hampered by being simply the party
of the union and too obviously aligned
with the still powerful grousemoor aristoc-
racy; and the labour party had long been
the traditional party of power in many
areas of the west, and there their corrupt-
ion was like the joke that was actually
funny the ýrst time your grandfather told
it. I hoped that the SNP would change
all this, that they would genuinely bring
politics nearer to the people as they said
they would, break down the power of the
distant state machineryô in Westminster as
they promised to do and purge St. Andrews
House of its oligarchy of toadying bureau-
crats. And when the full meaning of the
regonalisation policy became clear, when
1 saw that it had little to do with decentral-
isation or democracy and much to do with
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consolidating the growing bureaucratic
class, I looked to the SNP as a great fist
of populism raised to shatter this ediýce
before it grew too strong.

But the SNP is slowly forgetting the
promises it made in the days when it had
no taste of power. Nationalist councillors
who enter district and regional govemment
on the ticket of independence for Scotland,
ýnd that it is not the issue which is debated
there, that their little lapel badges proclaim-
ing Scotlandôs uniquness are irrelevent,
whereas the power wielded by the planning
committee, the power to demolish peopleôs
houses and build shopping centres instead
whether the people wish it or not, that
power wielded for its own sake is, oli, very
relevent indeed! The SNP intended to
ýght for the abolition of the Strathclyde
region. It still does ð verbally_ð but I
doubt if it will do so. I imagine the SNP
member bureaucrats who are now drawing
their large salaries and exercising their
little bits of power in Strathclyde region
are rather embarassed when workers who
voted them in ask what they are doing to
abolishit: I imagine they scarpe their
feet and cough and make promises about
next year ðð when they will ñlook into itò-
or the year after that ð when they will
deýnitely ñget something doneò ð rather
like those burning issues which are assigned
to parliamentary sub-committees down
in Westminster, and thereafter disappear
into oblivion.

The reason is simple. A bureaucrat is
a bureaucrat is a bureaucrat, be he SNP,
tory, socialist, liberal or whatever. It is
no coincidence that the more oppressive
the regime, theó more fantastic its claims
over its subjected citizens, the greater the
number of bureaucrats it employs - for
a bureaucrat has a vested interest in the
continuance of the state power which pays
him, and without which his own little
particle of power would be dissolved.
Furthermore, as a ruthless criminal will
seek to implicate others in his crime and
spread his guilt onto their shoulders, so
the state, the mammoth exploiter, impli-
cates its subjects in the act of exploitation
by drawing them into its service. The
bureaucrat is the exploited exploiter,
the bicycle rider who peddles down hard
on those below him, and whose arse is
loyally raised for the boot of those above.
What does it matter if he claims national-
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This is supposed to be an objective apprec-
iation of the latest Cienfuegos Press Anar-
chist Review (Vol. I, No. 3, Ã2.00 + 30p
p/p, A4, 136pp, perfect bound with spine)
but you probably wonôt think so. I ýnd
that the development of this publication
is incredible. In the course of three
issues it has probably become the most
important forum of Anarchist thought
and criticism in the world. The range of
subjects it covers and the quality of their
treatment is excellent. In fact tlrerejs
even more in this issue to get your teeth
irrtoiand set your mind ticking over ( to
scramble a metaphor or two), than there
was in the last (more than twice as much,
in fact). Also the improvement in layout
is a big step forward, and this is very
important considering the vast wealth of
material it contains. The contents include
Chomskyôs Objectivity and Liberal Scholar-
ship, Arms and the Vomtm, a major look
at Ferrerôs life and work, a history of
Anarchism in Bulgaria, Anarcho-Femin-
ism, Ricardo Flores Magon, the Miasnikov
Memorandum, Objections to Anarchism,
Anarchism and Freemasonry . . . I could
go on and on, but itôs up to you to get
your order in now and see for yourself
how important and essential this review
is for libertarian thought. And it will
continue getting better and better with
your help. As you will rmderstand, the
production costs are very high, and keep-
ing the cost down to Ã2.00 leaves very
little to develop it, so its future can only
be secure if a major effort is made by
libertarians to get support and subscript-
ions from everyone who will be interested
in its contribution. Just to underline the
international importance of its work I will
leave you with a couple of unsolicited
ñtestimonialsò.

ñThe last issue of the Cienfuegos Press
Review as excellent. Iôm looking forward
very much to the next. lôm really
impressed with the way the journal and
the press are operating." Noam Chomsky

ñI have just read issue No. 2 of the C.P.
A.R. and found it simply stupendous. It
is in fact the best international anarchist
publication I have seen --- far superior to
all the others circulating at the moment.
I really must congratulate you for
presenting us with this treasury which
carries with it a feeling of urgency and
resistance.ò Victor Garcia ( Editor, Rum,
Caracas)" Antony Beevor
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which they soak: of course they do, for liberal-minded men who sit in the ranks
if the people were not there, where would of the SNP; but between the worker and
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The Fifth issue of The Industrial Unionist
is now available from: I.W.W. (Midlands),
226 Emscote Road, Warwick. ( three 7p
stamps);
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Ã6.50 (UóS_sl3'00)_ ' " ' NowavailabIe:HowitAllBegan {The
Personal Account ofa Hest German Urban

Black Flag, Over the Water, Sunday, Orkney, Gm? ma B . BKwò ZBL UK g rr _, ommr aumann, Ã2.35 (inc. p/p)
* * 3, ,,, ,,, ,,ô,,, ,,; ,,,',,, ,,, ,, ,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, Anarchists m the Spanish Revolution, Jose
State of Play as at 27th Oct. "77 PÁ1óañ'*=- Ã2-35 (+ 25P P/P)-

The Ego and His Own Max Stirner Ã3.75
Sales & subs to date 304. 05 ô ô
Royalties 6. 09 (259 P/P) (h/by  Donation, =|= 140_ 47 p 450_ 51 Fanshen - The Magic Bear, Becky Sarah,

costs to date 275. 00

75p (inc. p/p) (A story for young anarch-
Printing & typesetting 151$), .-
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Pggtage 45_ 50 320 so All these and other titles are available
' from your friendly local anarchist book-

A proýt! (Ye gods!) 130. 11 seller: Cienfuegos Press Bookservice,
Over the Water, Sanday, Orkney, KWI7or-re 33$,-a 1133-gr---heed or, ux. (After all we only 3 9,,

Deýcit Ã1346_ 14 stamp away from you. Just think how
much youóre saving on bus and tube

People really read these screeds! Since fares! l)
last issue enough subs have been renewed
to help pay off a lot of old debts and
even to make a' dent into our deýcit.
Some hefty donations have helped
considerably. óBlack Flagô really will be
stable one of these days! Pity we had to
miss out the odd issue. Thanks a lot.
But keep it up. Subscriptions are the
lifeblood of our bulletin.

*Donations: Belfast PS Ã7; ñWelsh
Friend of Durrutiò Ã1; Dublin N & M Ã5;
Newcastle NJ Ã1 ; Clackmannanshire
NS Ã2; Cosham SB Ã1; London JT Ã5;
Stirlingshire JW Ã2; Farnborough LD
Ã3.25; Calif. Sacramento, Italian I
comrades at picnic per J.W. $50 - Ã28.25;
Picnic per J .B.'Ã28.25; Will of Antonio
di Benedetto $100 - Ã56.72.

Total: Ã140. 47. s .
ANARCHO-QUIZ '

1. In 1847 a famine swept Ireland; people
were starving and in despair when the
potato failed; thousands were evicted
because they could no longer pay the
rent. Of what, in the House of Lords,
did the Marquis of Westmeath accuse the
Irish who were þeeing from death.
2. By what feat of religious stamina did
Oliver Cromwell make sure that Charles
I got executed?
3. What was the cryptic answer of Span-
ish Anarchist Salvochea, pioneer of the
working class movement, when rinvitde by
Paul Lafargue (Marxôs son-in-law) to meet
Frederick Engels?
4. In 1945 an English anarchist daily had
a circulation of over three million copies;
in 1972 anarchist books, pamphlets and
newspapers could be found on every stat-
ion bookstall, available from W.H. Smith.
What is the source of this information ó?
5. In whichlanguage was the only revol-
utionary industrial unionist daily paper
in the U.S.A. ó? ð
(answers on page 19

Dear comrades,
Our comrade Antonio Di Benedetto, who
died in Peeksville, N.Y. on May 10, 1977,
made me the beneýciary of an insurance
policy for which the sum of$2,074 was
received. This money was to be used for

________,____.r-uni.nl---ii

THE SOCIALIST LIE

Reading through the so-called left-wing
papers, such as pass for that today, one
is struck by the sameness of the lie and
the identity of the parts that make up
the whole package deal of today's
socialism, give or take one or two causes
added or subtracted to suit particular
tastes. The struggling peoples in some
countries, the national oppressors
(comprising whole peoples) in others,
the cult of nationalism gloriýed in one
place and debtmked in another (usually
according to Russian foreign policy).
None of it has reality outside these journals,
which gve one entirely false impression
of events to offset another false impres-
sion given by the media.

The Russian lie continues to dominate
left-wing politics; none care to admit
that there the progress of humanity
stopped still, that the sleeping giant
only stirred in its sleep for a few years.
There is no overt sigr of resistance that
could be espied until recently and it is
still confmed to a few. The media have
their own brand of lie, suggesting that
only among those who are doing
particularly well our of the regime, the

the beneýt of the anarchist movement. dnteþectualsô Showbiz peopleô party hacksô
So, after consultation with comrades ,2 it
was agreed the S500 should be sent to _
Italy for the assistance of political prison-
ers and the remainder divided among a  
number of newspapers and reviews being
published in Italy and elsewhere. S100
is sent for the beneýt of Black Flag.

Fratemally,
Joe. S. -

CENTRO IBERICO
address: 421 Harrow Road, London W9.
(near Portobello Road: Tube Westboume
Park).
Saturdays & Sundays: 3 - 11 p.m.
(POST: Miguel Garcia, 123 Upper
Tollington Park, London N.4).

SATURDAY DECEMBER IO.
Demo against repression
in Germany. Starts 2 p.m j
London Embankment. '
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scientists, are those who are showing r
dissidence: but where such dissidents
appear, they are not in resistance. It is
not they who are attacking the regime:
it is the regime which is persecuting a few
amongst them. For years in Russia the
brute force of the State has cowed,
humiliated and silenced the majority of
people into submission, ready to queue
up for their own destruction, frightened
to protest, with rebels regarded as lunatics
and criminals a dissatisýed minority,
half-hoping for a major catastrophe to
break the dead-lock. In only one other
country can the same phenomenon be
seen;

In this country too the progress of
humanity has stopped still, stultiýed
by the State with no overt sign of
resistance, except among the few. The
media have their own lie, suggesting that
a revolutionary movement exists made
up by the students whose programmes
are fashioned out of university set books.
But the majority of people have long
been cowed, humiliated and silenced
not by brute force, but by persuasion
and ridicule, until they too are ready
to queue up for their own destruction,
not frightened but difýdent, with rebels
regarded as lunatics and criminals, and
a dissatisýed minority looking to a j
catastrophe, not war but fascism, to
break the dead-lock. '

This is the reality of both brands of
state socialism as seen in Russia and in
Britain, the totalitarian and the demo-
cratic. No longer does either brand speak
of socia1ism,'except as occasional rhetoric
there is talk of progressive causes, national
liberation, achieving fairer shares or

ýi

Franco Lived in Vain

The Spanish ruling class have manouevred
themselves out of a difficult position by
the skin of their teeth in the transformat-
ion from a military-conquered State to an
accepted democracy, a difficult thing to
do at the best of times but most of all
when the working class within living mem-
ory stormed the heavens and took every-
thing. The ruling class had to use geno-
cide to destroy collectivisation and the
anarchist movement. Now they want to
ýnd their way back to capitalist normality.
They had hoped to build the country
nearer to their desires in the form of recog-
rtiseble capitalist normality. They had
hoped that the past was buried beneath
the lies and neglect of the media, and the
false history of the politicians. If they
havenôt quite succeeded, it wasnôt for
want of bloodshed in the past or campaign-
ing in the present.

For Franco betrayed and murdered the
people in vain. Once more the anarchist
movement is to be found openly in Spain.
Walk down the Ramblas in Barcelona and
from every bookstall and kiosk you will
see books and reviews on the anarchist
phenomenon that he tried so hard to
suppress, every wall will echo its messages,
people you pass in the street will talk to
you about it joyfully. This is the spring-
time of anarchy.and, especially as it wonôt
last, itôs a pleasure we hope many libertar-
ians from many countries will grab in the
coming year, to take a package tour=-and
see, what it is like, before the seribus bus-

Though the Government has been forced
to accept the fact that legalisation of
parties and unions in Spain must entail
the legalisation of what was the majority
union and in most parts the majority opin-
ion, it isnôt happy about it; it hoped that
the erosion of time would have its effect,
that the years of silence and repression
would have ended what to them is the
anomaly of a revolutionary workers move-
ment.

It was hoped that the Communist Party
could be used to form an instant workers
movement, but this has succeeded only
too well, and the Communist Party has
been transformed into a vast bureaucratic
machine, a well-tailored ofýcial party
with its branches and unions all ready to
switch behind the capitalist line and all of
which will vanish like the wind face to fat ..
with the opposing realities of revolution
or fascism. It faces -ð-' as it did in Portugal
-- the problem unforseen by Lenin that
for every vanguard party leading the
workers and having the ñright and dutyò
to suppress all other parties, there are
about six dozen other vanguard parties
all quoting the same sacred texts and all
having the same rights and duties, and all
short-changng and underselling each
other. The Maoists stand out in this
motley crowd for they are determined to
carry on the armed struggle though it has
ceased for the moment to have much
relevance; they see it as something that
built the Anarchists into a mass force and
they wish to do the same, without realising
that the Anarchists were a working class
movement and they are not, and their
whole position dictates that they never
can be one for they wish to be ñthe lead-
ersò, the vanguard.

The anarchist movement in Spain is now
proving all the academics wrong. They
presented it in terms of the Russian exper-
ience, or social democracy elsewhere,
completely false; there is a spontaneous
anarchism which bubbles up to the top
everywhere, it is not a closed-shop of

mess begmS- conspirators. The conspiracies _ðè necessary
in nearly a century of repression -- certain-
ly existed, but þourishing because there
were so many working class suburbs in
which they could exist. The CNT is not
the ñmass organisationò inþuenced by
the anarchists; it is part and parcel of the
anarchist movement, those who are organ-
ised industrially. It contains others than
anarchists. The old story about ñilliteracyò
and ñpeasant originsò becomes manifestly
absurd today.
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As ever, the CNT lacks any bureaucracy,
its faults are those of structurelessness; its
actual ofýce administration down to
almost nothing. The exile movement has
been ofýcially wound up; what is overall
important is the new movement that has
come out into the open rather than been
reconstructed. And it is great to stroll
around the streets and meet comrades
one knew through decades of struggle,
formerly in privation in exile, or members
of the old action groups, or the new core
of militants who came through the Centro
lberico in London and are now amongst
he most active.

This could be a lyrical paean of homage,
especially to Catalonia but also all Spain.
There are reservations however. The CNT
has many bitter enemies.

The gravest dangers in Spain are:
1. The fascist groups, such as The Warr-
iors of Christ the King, pretending to be a
type of Ku Klux Klan, in reality being the
secret police off duty; and similar groups
tolerated by the army or police, pretend-
ing to be Nazi or Catholic; such as those
who bombed the paper ñEl Papusò; their
continued existence will mean civil v a
2. The indifference of many workers 111
the new industries now springing up, who
nave achieved something they never had
before, and want to get integrated in the
new society; who will go to the Socialist
Party, or even the Communist Party prov-
ided it is on French rather than Moscow
lines; and who will only move to militant
action in the case of fascist reaction and
Socailist--Comrnunist treachery over the
social contract etc.

Also, it must be said that the CNT
carries the whole drugs and gay liberation
scene, etc., around its neck like an alba-
tross; it is maintained that as part of a
libertarian movement this ambiance can-
not be denounced, but do not think it no
drawback, especially in Spain. The
wornenôs movement, contrariwise, has
been one of the great sources of inspirat-
ion for the future; nor has it been afraid
to go into the industrial struggle. It is
because of them such one-time
ñunlikelyò unions as the Bank Employees
and the Teachers have become bulwarks
of the CNT, especially in Madrid.

It has been hoped by authoritarians
that an anarchist movement in the
modern world is an anachronism; and that
present modes of exploitation inhibit an
anarcho-syndicalist union built on the
basis of horizontal control and not 2
control from thetop downwards. The
authoritarian parties are trying to build
unions, too, seeing in the CNT the goat
stumbling block to their hopes for domin-
ation. But every worker in Spain must
question why any union must have a
dominating bureacracy sustaining a
privileged class of politicians, or an elite
group of leaders. Itôs high time that
workers elsewhere began to question it
too; thatôs why itôs necessary to go and
have a look at what is happening in Spain.


















