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Organ of the Anarchist Black Cross
Prisoners/Resistance Fund
C/fwd 41.35
SB (Surrey) 1 1.00
SS (Guam US) 33.77
PM (Leiccs- sgr %
tor) 2.00 88.12
Spain 50._00

E - ,land)OS( ýg 15.00 65.00 iiiô
Balance i/h 23.1 2 iòñò

Thanks especially to our two regular
aaataaataa; vaaalas ta all _vha ara ó Black Flag cartoonist
sending direct to Spanish prisoners to
check with us to see if they are still in The Palmô iums for Want of ñôhiÁió,Áñó
jail (most have come out bar those mývement 1S Unable óÃ0 gf) forward IS

recently 3,-rested)_ gm. new ma]-or almost staggeringýlsewhere ll'lôlZl'llS issue
venture is for Spanish Mutual Aid .... see we refer to the sum of Ã300 wanted to
reference elsewhere in this issue. Push tiff 3 Pmleci fillô 3 Mllillai Aid
Donation of Ã15 by JW (Glasgow) for (Black Cross) project in Spain. This is
particular plôISOIlC1'S held 0V6!ó U.l'l1Il.l we about the sum allocated tr) the average
$311 clllliþýi 11115111-è I Universityisocietylafýliatedto a student
State, of play at 31st Dec. 1977 union --which ýnance most of the
Black Hag __ daývit it-/fwd 1346.14 1 L ll/larxist-Leninist vanguards that abound
sales 3., Subs 33,34 in every country, with speakers being
Donations 94.65 invited and funds donated to the most
Postage , 60 so 177-99 way out causes whereas the libertarian
Printing 65:00 12530 societies, when they exist, sometimes

_ """"ó"c,,,di{__ 5299. P3? the fares of speakers(and sometimes
S 1251ó; donôt). The CIA has lavished untold

Donations: thousands on Spanish unionism ð with
. bsolutel nil returns. The CIA is arc Ã3;Callf. MG Ã28. 5;o 3 l Y . .ggf;3_.75_ Sussex DC Ã4_75_ %RAôiòS1g_0w portrayed as Universal Baddic but it is

London JG Ã2;,LF Ã15, Prifitworkersi, ffÁ,%óñjñeôsò Si"ò Claus: PÁñóiñg Á"i
Ã2s~ Welsh Fiiend of Durruti Ã2 50- ô òóiòYÁô S money 1ñ añ=eiiÁ"i'iÁW ô . k JE _ _ ' ô solve all pr'oblemsð and surprised and
Rfzgfkable i'gôhIÃr:Pmñ:g1f:medÃZi:gú;1 hl1_l'iWl1EIIi_1I nevcrdoes.Thc Kremlin has

. . . óS I b 'ward dro in our deýcit tw issu 3 so can pmm-Hg milmey Oilô all overp o cs __ _
running, and this means we are in a Pr gwith Pekmg is
reasonable position to start our new - - Ow Irô . .centre as Soon as 3 place can be f0und_ Dissident Marxist Parties, le ading the
particular thanks to an 01d comrade ô Proletariat, as they say, can always be
Leah Feldman, for her generous suphjrt set up on the usual formula of one rich
and we must also mention the comrade maò (busmessman dealing with Côòôñô/
in]-an who keeps up the ýght and our well paid professional man) plus one
O1d comrade Marcus Graham for his shop steward plus six students. But
conýstent Support anarchist publications stagger on with

deýcits though like us with no office
Books available from C.P. Bookservice: paid ,,,,~f,,,,,è p3idôcontribut0rS,h0pefully
The [WWI Its First Seventy Years 1905- paying for its printing andia deýcit
l975,Thoinpson Murýn, Ã213 Sl(+ 20pw11iÂh ólibertarians fggafdqas Â=Staggering,.
P+P)-lM3i3iÂ5i31L1fÄ end iliÂ3Ät~lR1l3ilþ1ól'i5.-I; (but,doesnôt equal the average wage bill
Ã2 (+B2e0liôýP"'I1%Til;C?l'g*; gisþtieilzirlt® onf one socialist paper per week).
uisa eve, arso, a. + pl .1p+p) National Liberation and State, .' blrilBlack Flag we ve set up our own

of Fields, Factories & Workshops please
contact us as we now have it in stock -4-
and have lost your name and address,&sorry!
 

Black Bear Anarcha-Feminist Pamphlets,
Nos. l, 2, & 3 are available direct from
the publisher at 76 Peckham Rd. London
SE5 at 50p for all 3 (inc.post).
Edinburgh: FIRST OF MAY BOOKSHOP
Anarchist/Feminist/Socialist Books,
magazines, pamphlets. Warm place to
meet -- talk -- organise! 45 Niddry St.,
Edinburgh (O31 557 1348)
An Anarchist Black Cross grouping has
been established recently in New York:
Secretary, Martin Sostre, 339 Lafayette St.
New York, NY10012, USA.
STOP PRESS: Comrade Alfredo Bonanno
has been arrested in Catania,*Sicily, and
charged with encouraging & glamourising
criminality in his latest book ñLa Gioia
Armata. Full details in nextissue.

ABSENT FRIENDS I
Our friends and comrades Phil Ruff, Dave
Campbell and Brian Gibbons sentenced -
to seven years imprisonment at the Old
Bailey in London a few days before Xmas
(two consecutive sentences of ýve and two
years each).

Phil is known to all readers of Black
Flag for his inspired cartoons as well as
his articles and book reviews ð one of
many working class anarchist cartoonists
who donôt vote Labour; Dave Campbell,
as lead singer in the group ñCockayncò
has contributed substantially to the funds
of the Black Cross by playing at our
concerts.

The sentence for armed robbery and
possession of arms, seemed unnecessarily
harsh for ýrst offenders and out of all
proportion to the offence committed, but
there is no proof of political prejudice
being involved at this stage.

There has been a widespread feeling of
solidarity towards the prisoners whilst on
remand, expressed Li visits, which must
now be discontinued. They have been
well appreciated by the comrades behind
bars. They are now in ñAò Hall, I-IMP
Wormwood Scrubs, Du Cane Rd., London
,W.l2 and would greatly appreciate letters

t ' A in u t cutthroat competition in running d t ak th 7 S S11 bP S :20 +10 I, _i _ i _ _ ,3.I'l CHI S Om 3 3 )/631' P Y
oweó Pence P ( c P 9+9) the paper alongside Black Cross activities that much more uickl- . . i i. . _ _ _ _ qtheSpanish Revolution, thus mviting people to send their cash to An appeal is expected against Senteme,

prisoners aid and not getting It but not convictionó is controlled by all its membership. It 3 militant fashionô due to the Social

aaaa ta ahlala as Wa alaa haia a raw so be it A papa ought to merit is .""."ól*"Áñ by BMó F'aaÁó?ñP-  is "at a trade ""lÁ" with anarchist ÄÄ.iiôiiÄiôeiniiiýib.lÄ.ô.lÄiliô.ôiiiÄiÁÄliÄiiÄ}. to
limited l'llllTlbBI Of @0911ó-=5 Of Sýllvýllir a existence by something else than being lhmted by Anarchy CÁuÁÁtñôe' l iea<i@f$il1P - and I0 Weak Qfli _1l'l the th Ciñ. bl t h h d
Programme for the Official Lynching of  itself. But if we got full support for our Subs Ã3.25 per 12 issues, (home). Sama braath as t1"_a<la amaalam 1? absurdè "5111 þf t .k""ò ad Á Ptò ô eta,
MiÁi13ei_Abdlli Maiik with Pþemsii publications, and everyone paid up their Canada/Australia/N.Z. etc (airmail) Ã6.50, 1 f0I' the Whole Pollli of iiafie "mÁ_il1Sm13 Wô els Sô: S;.?tlôa E was ôÄlôLôÄôOn 0 a
Stories,*Sþyings by The Condemned, subscriptions or made sure they got for U.S. $13.00. ÁÁiiiTÁi fmm iiie iÁP= which can iiiiegiaie more or e . ô C my Con . '- - - S 1 , th k d td t
7p5ppost free. and paid for a copy of each issue ð- Black Flag, Over The Water, Sanday, I 1I1l0 any authoritarian system as vvlpll as al:%l1lgZtYmaIÄsigighgtsiiýfne gsfviihom
Would",_the comradqwho asked forô a copyj ýnance would be no problem. Orkney, KWI7 2BL democracy but never miò one wit out

Plus of course,almost any other title you 5111-selves,

The great debate now going on in Spainôs
anarchist movement concenis the nature
of libertarian organisation during a
period of struggle. It is a pity that such
a debate should be necessary, for it is all
based upon a misconception of anarchism
and anarcho-syndicalism. Understandably,
the new generation does not know much
about theory: how could it, after years
of govemment genocide as a means of
suppressing class war, during which the
universal conspiracy of silence regarding
anarchism was maintained, together with
a policy of swift extermination of those
who advocated it?

The movement in exile was bogged
down in anti-fascist rhetoric which
replaced lIl)6Ió1lE1l'l3I1 thinking, and the need
for cloaking itself in respectability so as
to survive in a capitalist democracy. The
debates that have gone on have been
regarding the nature of democracy,
anti-bolshevism etc and nothing at all -
except in vague, declamatory terms ð-
about the problems the anarchist move-
mcnt faced and should have to face.

Yet the moribund organisation which
perpetuated this non-debate equally
condemned the activistsô struggle against
fascism and so left the door open to
bolshevism.

One result is that the new generation
has to think its way out afresh, and is
going through the sterile ground familiar
enough here but which ought not to be
necessary in Spain where there has been
factual experience of anarchist theory
and practice -- both in its strength and
weakness.

The debate is sometimes thought of
as ñindividualismò versus ñfree commun-
ismò or ñAnarchismò versus ñsyndica1ismô
or the deýciencies or otherwise of the

the State. Trade unionism takes as its
basic principle the closed shop, so that
the fascist principle of the corporate state
is what, inevitably, trade unionism must
come to, in co-operation with employersô
organisations and under the control of
the State. Syndicalism is an advance on
trade unionism, because its ideal is
workersô control - i.e. workers councils
taking the means of production and
the places of work into their own hands
-- but it too can be vertical rather than
horizontal. The efforts by Maoists and
even Trotskyists to set up their own
unions in Spain are doomed to failure,
for they believe in a party that ñmustò
lead the masses who ñof themselves have
only a trade union consciousness;ò l'l6Ä......}E
they want unions composed of people
less politically conscious than themselves
and only taking orders. Such unions are
better organised by socialists or
communists. The ñextreme leftò can
criticise other unions and ýght against a
backward leadership but is afraid of a
set-up where there is no leadership and
its existence is superþuous.

It is a mistake many libertarians are
making in Spain today to think that it is
necessary to ñmake the CNT anarchistò --
that if too many people enter into it, it
will ñchange its anarchist character,ò that
it will become ñpurely syndicalistò and
that this represents a menace. This only
resolves itself into the problem of whether
the CNT can remain horizontal or not.
There is every sign that it is remaining
horizontal. One does not want its
committees to be composed of anarchists
as if they were a vanguard party, over
and above the non-political mass.

The strike of the ýlling stations in
Catalonia was the ýrst test of the

CNT when it is in fact a misconception reconstructed CNT. The other unions,
of the whole idea itself, with the result the ñbig threeò are now the UGT,
that though the anarchists have the ball Workersô Commissions and the USO.
at their feet in Spain, they often do not They are the ones co-operating with the
know which game they are playing. government and ýghting over which shall
What should be the CNT? An anÄrcho- be the ñTUCH of Spainó The CNT is. . . . . ' . ' ' ' nlike before, t now a minority union, u itsy ndicalist organisation 1S a horizon al the civil war, both because of the previous

union biidy _ as distinct from 3 vertical repression and the new industries.one. It 1S controlled not from the top _ _ _
down (nor even from the bottom up) but Because these other unions did not act in

felt ð what then is the difference between
the CNT and any trade union? Clearly,
one strike cannot be ñover the topò
into battle. The class struggle consists
of small advances, sometimes retreats,
then major advances, sometimes major
retreats. There can be selling out by
reformist or corrupt leaderships. But
no leadership at all existed; and no sell
out was therefore possible or performed.
This is the stuff of what ñthe CNTò that
is to say, horizontal union organisation,
was and is all about. But is this revolu-
tionaryó? There is no substitute for
armed struggle. Industrial struggle is not
that. Both have their place and time.
Neither can be successful without the
other.

From one article declaring ñthe CNT
is sickò, from a rcgonal paper, I read
with surprise that ñwhat we wantò is a
CNT able to organise the local communi-
ties, give support to housing and so on -
rather than concentrate on industrial
issues. It is not a ñsicknessò if a union
organisation docs not do what it is not
intended to do. All those things should
be done, some are being done, but they
are part of a vast network of what is the
libertarian movement and should not
form part of the industrial organisation.
The anarchist movement cannot be
solely CNT any more than the CNT can
be solely anarchist. There are many
ways of an anarcho-syndicalist movement
operating: in the CNT today the various
unions seem to form branches off the job
and within the job form themselves into
workersô councils, in which all workers,
inclusive of those in other union centres,
can join. Thus the apparent contradiction
that a union representing one branch of
workers can have some 500 members
and bring 5000 out on strike.

In addition to the anarcho-syndicalist
movement, however, it is urgent that
the anarchist movement develops all the
other facets of community work which
are properly speaking not industrial at
all. Revolution depends upon the fact
of change in the economy which will only
be altered by a movement based on
industry, and this is the first essential
(but not the only essential) of social
change; there are many other facets to
revolutionary change as well. This was
always recognised by the anarchist
movement in the old days, with its Ferrer
schools, its trade halls, its locals and
centres, its libraries, it defence organisa-
tions, its newspapers, its fighting teams,
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