INSIDE-OUT: an exciting irregular
column from one of Her Majesty’s
Prison camps.

Heap Bad Medicine.
We read in the last issue of Anarchy that
a meeting to discuss the issue of prisons
received poor support and felt that in part
this may be due to a lack of information
reaching people outisde about what is
happening in these places.

To our mind, the greatest cause for
immediate concern in long-term prisons
is the use of tranquilising drugs — Valium,
Librium, Paraldehyde, etc., — not as
treatment but as a means of control.

“Back of the rod, mightier than it, stands
our — obduracy, our obdurate courage.
By degrees we get at which is back of
everything that was mysterious and
uncanny to us, the mysteriously dreaded
might of the rod (or truncheon), the
fathers (or screws) stern look, etc., and
back of all we find our ataraxia — our
imperturbability, intrepidity, our
counter-forces, our odds of strength,

our invincibility. Before that which
formerly inspired in us fear and deference
we no longer retreat shyly, but take
courage.” (Max Stirner)

As Stirner goes on to point out,
courage is mind; upon the mind depends
the will to resist. But what resistance
can be mustered by a mind numbed by
drugs? The prison authorities know the
answer to that question. The rod is out,
‘medicine’ is in.

There is cause for even greater concern
at this jail because of the construction
of a special unit linked by a tunnel to
the prison hospital and completely
enclosed by a 15ft. wall which is due to
be opened shortly. The fear is that in

down the isolation that surrounds
prisoners. Write to individual prisoners.
It does people inside good to get a
friendly word from outside . . . even if
the prisonr is not allowed to receive it,
at least the incoming mail demonstrates
to the prison authorities that this
prisoner is not without people outside
who care about what happens to him.
Those singled out for the worst shit are
the ones who have no one to protest.
When a prisoner is beaten-up, abused or
drugged, show your anger by hitting
back ... demonstrate, complain, or best
of all attack the jail, attack the jailers —
Hit the Hitters! Pay the Governor or
Screw a personal visit . . . It makes the
sadist with a lecence think twice. Make
it clear that if a screw or prison governor
makes life tough for us we will make
life tough for them. Prison is ruled by
fear and force. Drugs are just the latest,
the easiest stick to beat us with. The
only defence is counter-force. Make the
screw aware of the consequences of his
actions to us, make him stop and think.
Make him stop.
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Our Own Worst Enemy

The prison system is a microcosm of

the ‘big-prison’ outside, and is geared to
isolate and destroy the individual: be he.
political or not. Our aim as prisoners —
inside or out — should be to break through

this unit drugs will be used on men isolated the isolation. Our means — Solidarity

from the main prison population and
thus deprived of the degree of protection
this gives.

The protection we can afford one
another from indiscriminate drugging
administered for control purposes is
limited. Prisoner solidarity is frowned
upon and inevitably results in ‘ghosting’
(transfer to another prison) as happened
recently to one man, located in the
hospital, who objected when another
was placed in a padded cell and drugged
against his wishes.

In these circumstances it is vital that
people OUTSIDE act to bring it home
to those who administer prisons, at
whatever level, that they will be held
responsible for their actions.Without
this outside aid these practices will
continue, and worse, will be further
developed.

In concrete terms this means breaking

and Resistance. Now the IRA prisoners
are fighting for the right to have ‘political
status.” To them it seems a realistic
demand. “We are prisoners of war, not
criminals” they say. But this attitude is
self-defeating. We disagree with the
demands of our Irish comrades fro
“political status.” When the leftist press
mention Control Units they talk as
though they were exclusively to control
“politicals” . . . . but in every case it is
the -“ordinary” cons who are the first to
be slung into them. It is the prisonr with
no outside organisation to support him —
the majority of prisoners — who are most
at risk. All the “ordinary” (criminal)
prisoners are “‘political prisoners,” all

the “political prisoners’’ are “criminal.”
The position adopted by the IRA in
prison only serves to isolate them further
by errecting false barriers between us.

It takes for granted the State’s definition

of “criminality.” We should challenge

the whole concept of bourgeois “legality/
criminality” and not worry about winning
legitimacy in the eyes of our oppressors.
Anyone who challenges the State is a
“terrorist” and a ““criminal” at the same
time. The more abusive the terms which
our oppressors label us with, the stronger
we should feel . . .. It means they feel
threatened and are afraid.

All prisoners have the same enemy;
just as every worker, every member of
the dispossessed, has the same enemy.
For those of us who came into prison
with a consciousness of the class struggle,
the battle does not stop. We should feel
it our duty to help and encourage every
prisoner to fight back, in solidarity with
every other . . . . to raise the question
marks . . . . to help other cons begin to

look at thelr own situation critically, to
challenge their position. In fairness to

our Irish comrades, they do show
solidarity at every opportunity and they
have helped bring about a change of
attitude amongst the “ordinaries.” But
to demand ““political status” is a back-
ward step which can only undo the
progress they have already made. Privately
many Provos will admit to feeling
abandoned by their organisation. Why
do only the “Generals” get the helicopter?
Why does the IRA allow fascist screws
to beat-up Provos and escape retaliation?
Many English prisoners have given help
and support to the Irish “P.O.W.s” —a
fact which no Irish prisoner here would
deny. We are not making propaganda
by helping each other, but expressing a
fact of struggle. We don’t ask that a
Provo, or Marxist-Leninist, or “criminal”
embrace anarchism. And we don’t have
to agree with their theoretical positions.
All we say is that we all have a duty and
an interest in mutual-aid, and solidarity.
We are all in the same hole; we can only
climb out together.

- “Political Status” only reinforces the
barriers put up by the State to keep us
divided. We need to work (inside or
out) to gain respect and friendship from
“ordinary” p:ople . ... to break down
the myth that resistance (in whatever
form) is the privilege of a specialised
fraction. Down with all barriers! “Them
and us” should not mean “politicos’ and
“criminals”, not “revolutionaries” and
“people”, but jailors and jailed, rulers
and ruled. The struggle doesn’t end when
you go inside, it grows more intense.

As under any dictatorship, “Rebel” is
not a label that can be worn as a new
fashion, To resist singles the individual
out for repression. And in prison the
repression is total. We can only win
together — you, me, “political”,
“criminal”, inside or out. Come together,
and fight back!

An ‘Old Lag’ and ‘Insider.’
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