
INSIDE-OUT: an exciting irregular
column from one of Her Majestyôs
Prison camps. _
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We read in the last issue of Anarchy that the P1'i$0I1I is I10! þllewed '10 Teeeive it,
a meeting to discuss the issue of prisons" at least the iþeeming mail demonstrates
received poor support and felt that in part to the prison authorities that this
this may be due to a lack of information PIBOHBI 15 "03 ówithel-It Peeple Outside
reaching people outisde about what is who care about what happens to him.
happening in these places. Those singled out for the worst shit are

To our mind, the greatest cause for the ones who have no one to protest.
immediate concern in long-term prisons When a prisoner is beaten-up, abused O1ó
is the use of tranquilising drugs ð Valium, drugged, show your anger by hitting
Libriumô Paraldghydgj -,=;-,tÂ_, .... mt as back . . . demonstrate, complain, or best
tregtmgnt but as 3 mgang Qf cQnó[1'()l_ Of ýll EltlIHCl( llhý jail, 3lIlI3.Cl( tl'lú j3llúI'S ð-

Hit the Hitters! Pay the Governor or
Screw a personal visit . . . It makes the
sadist with a lecence think twice. Make

down the isolation that surrounds
prisoners. Write to individual prisoners.
It does people inside good to get a

of ñcriminality.ò We should challenge
the whole concept of bourgeois ñlegalityl
criminalityò and not worry about wimting
legtimacy in the eyes of our oppressors.
Anyone who challenges the State is a
ñterroristò and a ñcriminalò at the same
time. The more abusive the terms which
our oppressors label us with, the stronger
we should feel . . .. . It means they feel
threatened and are afraid.

All prisoners have the same enemy;
just as every worker, every member of
the dispossessed, has the same enemy.
For those of us who came into prison
with a consciousness of the class struggle,
the battle does not stop. We should feel
it our duty to help and encourage every
prisoner to ýght back, in solidarity with
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ñBack of the rod, mightier than it, stands
our ð obduracy, our obdurate courage.
By degrees we get at which is back of
everything that was mysterious and
uncanny to us, the mysteriously dreaded
might of the rod (or truncheon), the
fathers (or screws) stern look, etc., and
back of all we ýnd our ataraxia ð- our
imperturbability, intrepidity, our
counter-forces, our odds of strength,
our invincibility. Before that which
formerly inspired in us fear and deference
we no longei" retreat shyly, but take
courage.ò (Max Stirner)

As Stirner goes on to point out,
courage is mind; upon the mind depends
the will to resist. But what resistance
can be mustered by a mind numbed by
drugsó? The prison authorities know the
answer to that question. The rod is out,
ómedicineô is in.

There is cause for even greater concern Our Own Worst Enemy
at this jail because of the construction The prison system is a microcosm of
of a special unit linked by a tunnel to the óbig-prisonô outside, and is geared to
the prism hospital and completely isolate and destroy the individual: be he.
enclosed by a 15ft. wall which is due to political or not. Our aim as prisoners ð
be opened shortly. The fear is that in inside or out ðð should be to break through
this unit drugs will be used on men isolated the isolation. Our means ð Solidarity
from the main prison population and and Resistance. Now the IRA prisoners
thus deprived of the degree of protection are fighting for the right to have ópolitical
this gives. status.ô To them it seems a realistic

The protection we can afford one demand. ñWe are prisoners of war, not
another from indiscriminate drugging criminalsò they say. But this attitude is
administered for control purposes is self-defeating. We disagree with the
limited. Prisoner solidarity is frowned demands of our Irish comrades fro
upon and inevitably results in óghostingô ñpolitical status.ò When the leftist press
(transfer to another prison) as happened mention Control Units they talk as
recently to one man, located in the though they were exclusively to control
hospital, who objected when another ñpoliticalsò . . . . but in every case it is
was placed in a padded cell and drugged the -ñordinaryò cons who are the ýrst to
against his u,rj3he5_ be slung into them. It is the prisonr with

In these circumstances it is vital that no outside organisation to support him -ð
people OUTSIDE act to bring it home the majority of prisoners -ð who are most
to those who administer prisons, at at risk. All the ñordinaryò (criminal)
whatever level, that they will be held prisoners are ñpolitical prisoners,ò all
responsible for their actions.W1thout the ñpolitical prisonersò are ñcriminal.ò
this outside aid these practices will The position adopted by the IRA in
continue, and worse, will be further prison only serves to isolate them further
dew-;1@p@d_ by errecting false barriers between us.

ln concrete terms this means breaking It takes for granted the Stateôs definition

every other . . . . to raise the question
marks . . .. . to help other cons begin to
look at their own situation critically, to
challenge their position. In fairness to
our Irish comrades, they do show
solidarity at every opportunity and they
have helped bring about a change of
attitude amongst the ñordinaries.ò But

it clear that if a screw or prison governor
makes life tough for us we will make
life tough for them. Prison is ruled by
fear and force. Drugs are just the latest,
the easiest stick to beat us with. The
only defence is counter-force. Make the
screw aware of the consequences of his
actions to us, make him stop and think. H _ _ H _
Make him Stopó to demand pol1t1cal status 1s a back-

ward step which can only undo the

was m nut tun nu many Provos will admit to feeling
abandoned by their organisation. Why
do only the ñGeneralsò get the helicopteró?
Why does the IRA allow fascist screwsó
to beat-up'Provos and escape retaliation?
Many English prisoners have given help
and support to the Irish ñP.0.W.sò ð a
fact which no Irish prisoner here would

_ - s - deny. We are not making propaganda
' by helping each other, but expressing a

fact of struggle. We donôt ask that a
Provo, or Marxist-Leninist, or ñcriminalò
embrace anarchism. And we donôt have
to agree with their theoretical positions.
All we say is that we all have a duty and
an interest in mutual-aid, and solidarity.
We are all in the same hole; we can only
climb out together.

 ñPolitical Statusò only reinforces the
barriers put up by the State to keep us
divided. We need to work (inside or
out) to gain respect and friendship from
ñordinaryò people . . . ; to break down
the myth that resistance (in whatever
form) is the privilege of a specialised
fraction. Down with all barriers! ñThem
and usò should not mean ñpoliticosò and
ñcriminalsò, not ñrevolutionariesò and
ñpeopleò, but jailors and jailed, rulers
and ruled. The struggle doesnôt end when
you go inside, it grows more intense.
As under any dictatorship, ñRebelò is
not a label that can be worn as a new
fashion. To resist singles the individual
out for repression. And in prison the
repression is total. We can onlyô win
together ð you, me, ñpoliticalò,
ñcriminalò, inside or out. Come together,
and ýght back!

An óOld Lagô and óInsider.ô

progress they have already made. Privately

IRIS MILLS ð RONAN BENN ETT



óI

|

ñOrgan of the Anarchist Black Cross
Published by Black Flag Group. STATE OF PLAY to 15th June 1978 GUY F-AWKES POSTERS with the Su cess f St t is _

Subs. Ã4.00 per 12 issues (home). _ . . We are selling them at 30p including . C . :3 a e commun m ñô_
Canada/Australia/N.Z. (airmail) Ã7.25, òòññe& ~ post and acking from Mushroom Russ" and ñôÁòô ""ñóÁÁ"óÁY ÁôññòòôÁ .P1'@d11et1Á11 159- 00 P ô ô a success which beneýtted only the partiesU.S.A. 314,50, Pggtage 73, 40 232. 40 I Heathcote Street, Nottingham. (Theyôll -
Black Flag Over The Water Sanda P be selling at about 25p over the counter). cOn..ceme.d and m no way extended tos óI Y, gaias & subs to their achievements -- anarchism got pushed
Orkney KWI7 2BL. 15th June 78 Cheques and P.O.s should be made out to out of the international working Class

London N5.
TEÂlvDhone(when re-connected) 01--359-4794.

- s (as before).
All other adresses are fictious!

The Problems Weôre Facing.
Black Flagôs ñsplendidly erraticò rate of
appearance has stepped up somewhat
this year. This is only the fourth issue
to appear since the New Year. (donôt
think we just missed out sending your
copy). For a paper that aspires to be
monthly. or at least bió-monthly, this is
bad.

The reason is partly ýnancial ð from
an economic point of view, we cut our
own throat when we invite people to
contribute to help for prisoners ð when
we think theyôre doing so, we never cut

d d- -1 = F H In hand Ã26.02. Donations: Cosham (Hants) 1- from repression. Democracy began to imply
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Donations * 90. 56 135- 47
Loss on last issue 45- 93
Deýcit outstanding 1477- 02
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*Donations: Durham A. McQ. Ã2.50;
Cumberland A.H. Ã1.50; US Picnic SRAF
($60)Ã3l.50; Picnic Sacramento Italian
Anarchists, ($50)Ã26.56; Hoy R.McG. Ã2_.00
London R.M. Ã1.50; Birmingham Anarchists
Ã15; London Printworkers meeting Ã10,
total Ã90.56.

Not too bad an effort but wake up there at
the back of the class please! Most of our
income isn't in anyway at the time of writing
but then neither are some of our bills. We
need to push this deýcit down not put out a
saucer of milk for it each night. It's the cash
for the Flags sold that would help us out of
trouble. u F

óI

wi e diverted to worthy projects. St t t t f t th 1
(Bulk orders are at other rates yet to be a ism as an lmpor an ac or In e C ass
worked out.) p is iStic_

struggle but always regarded as anachron-

In Spain 1936 there was a brief inter-
lude -- an Indian summer of libertarian
achievement in the form of workersô
control ð before the forces of repression
closed in.

By the time the Second World War
had ended, not only anarchism had been
pushed out of the organised working class
movement - so far as any question of
participation or control over their own
organisations was concerned, so had the
working class. The term ñdemocracyò
ýnally lost its meaning: one was expected
to equate democracy with tolerance and

off sending the Paper (in fact we seldom Pòs0òeôs/Resistance/Mamaô Aid Fund The only person be grateful that its government abstained
o stop sen mg nnti we re ina y _ G S S Ã7 48 D h A MCQ [0 en'[QfPa1' lament _

convinced thereôs no one at the address Ã5; = ;,ýÄ,"Ä,,,,, Ã44_ - - - d dôCô_óa.tOôShôp that lhd not 1òô Oòon the
t0 Teeeive it -' which is 3 habit we 9'-lght Disbursed: Ã10 prisoners; Ã28 óApoyo Mutuo honest lntentlons
to get out of). Result is we donôt get (Mutual Aid). _ _ ....................è-H.--.~.~...è...-M-.-a. o @--.--=----.--
enough subscriptions to keep us going,
the fact is if we got paid for every copy
that goes out or otherwise ósoldô we
would be making the paper pay for
itself.

As it is we use it to subsidise our
Black Cross work which (especially by
way of postage) costs, if youôll pardon
the expression, a bomb!

The result of coming out erratically
is that weôre inhibited from writing fuckô aggmi Mjþwelb fuckè egg"), Mlllweu
about various struggles, especially fuckô aggrm Mluwem fuek= 388")è Mi1lWe11- - -
industrial, as they get totally outdated
by the time the paper appears. But
we donôt get enough feedback by way of
information about such struggles and
we look to our readers to remedy this.
We have no paid staff or paid contributors
(fortunately; on an NUJ basis it would
need a dozen full-time editorial people to
bring out the paper we assemble in our
spare time ~ð- to say nothing of the
production side).

Black Flag isnôt directly affected by
the problems of the Review which has a
separate existence. Most of the work
of he Flag, bar the typesetting, is done
in oondon ð most of the work of the
Re""3""" is dme in OrkneY- ñBig deal now he can say National Frontò

__ Always does quite well - especially our
two regulars - bearing in mind the number
of people sending direct to addresses given
them (we can still do this, though there are
fewer in Spanish prisons). Donôt forget our
Mutual Aid project for Spain as previously
outlined.

(Our fund has now reached a total of Ã 100
and we will report in our next issue on the
first steps taken to implement our project).

ANARCHO-QUIZ
1. Why, for over a century, was the
Spanish right-wing called óThe Persiansô?
2. What have Mozart, Bach, Schubert and
-- to a lesser extent ð- Beethoven in _
common, indicating the degee of appre-
ciation in which their patrons presumably
held them? s p
3. What innovation did William of
Orange bring to England which proved
so popular that its attempted curtailment
later almost caused rebellion?
4. What major blow for freedom was
struck, in the reign of Queen Anne, by
the totally forgotten Mrs. Foxby of
Maidstone, Kent?
5. Which contemporary Scotsman has
inþuenced anarchism the most ð though
always puzzled by beingcalled one?
6. Which American,-though despised by
many as a cowardly informer upon his
friends, islinked affectionately by people
who know him only from his work with
his faithful tribute to the heroic revolu-
tionary struggle in Mexico?

(answers on page 2 3.

head. if the State did not act like a
major criminal, if it moreoever allowed
its dictators to go through the farce of
being ñchosenò electorally ð- and even to
have their personnel altered at the whim
of the electorate -- that was as much as,
it was felt, we were entitled to expect
nowadyas.

The Centre, which likes to pose as
ñmoderateò can be quite as extreme as
Left or Right in its own conceptions of
how the State should be run, and police
repression in country after country today -
in Western Germany as in Britain ð show
how narrow the gap can be between
police powers under a dictatorship and
those of a constitutional democracy.

Yet when it seemed ten years ago that
anarchism had ýnally . one to ground, and
academic specialists -- who after all could
not be expected to know what place it
was taking in resistance movements
everywhere -- were writing it off as dead,
new vistas opened up in Paris in 1968. It
appeared that Anarchism, even if it was
a lost cause iii the politics of the twentieth
century, was still the only cause worth
ýghting for and incorporating every-
thing libertarian. What staggered the
world in the Paris barricades was not the
thought that it could end in the downfall
of capitalism ð- not even the most involved
thought that. It was that given half a

chance all the carefully indoctrinated
Statist ideas vanish. Even more typical
was that brief night of roses when the
Portuguese dictatorship fell, and a few
old anarchists came our with banners
carefully stored away in attics since the
1920s . . . and set off on a march to find
them greeted and followed by hundreds
and even thousands.

The odl battles between Marxism or
Marxist-Leninism on the one hand and
Anarchism on the other left Marxism
stronger than ever, sustained not only in
the State communist countries with all
the violence of criminal Statism, but by
schools of philosophy chuming out theses in
all countries of the world -- if only to show
that the alternative to capitalism or even
fascism was the domination of the
Communist Party. At the same time the
forces against freedom are stronger than
ever. Criminal Statism dares to represent
anarchism as anti-social; to defend its
use of nuclear tenor by counter-allega-
tions about ñcriminal terrorismò ð- as
if anyone could be as criminal or as
terrorist as they.

The term ñterroristò, like many other
words, has changed its meaning. Once it
meant anyone using individual terror as 3
the only defence against mass terror by
the rulers against the ruled and was an
acceptable term. Now it is used to mean
anyone ýghting a war by means not
officially or legally recognised and (since
to the criminal Statist it is inconceivable
that anyone could sanely advocate
Statelessness) ñanarchistò is used by the
media to mean a sort of assassin for
anyoneôs cause but their own. Yet,
notwithstanding this anti-anarchist
campaign, anarchism is accepted more
than ever before. But with one major
variation.

Most people, it would seem, have
come to accept in the last ten ,years or
so that the State is an evil, but to accept
it as an inevitable evil. Even the gift
wrappings of the State ð- nationalism,
patriotism (though sometimes acceptable
as currency) have lost much of their
potency -- all of it in the super-Powers.
Once an objection to anarchism was that,
as the totalitarian state had become-so
powerful, and industry so complex, we
would have to resign ourselves to the
fact of the State organising our working
lives, and leave us as much freedom as

organisations formed to ýght for inde-
pendence in and from those industries
have become incorporated in the State.
On the other hand, as Universal Parent,
the State hands out, liberally or otherwise
as it chooses, such huge patronage, dis--
penses ñwlefareò (from university grants
to unemployment pay) that it is not
impossible to try to drop out of the rat
race at the Stateôs expense -ð or at least,
to believe one has done so, and try to
ignore it as much as possible; or to live
as free lives as one can out of working
hours. Such a form of liberalism ð it is
widely felt -ð could survive even the
socialist-capitalist state, even the totalitar-
ianism of today.

Increasingly social attitudes are
anarchistic, or borrow heavily from classic
anarchist views; so much so that it has
been possible for a quasi-anarchism to
develop which says that it is enough to
decide how we spend our social time; that
our private lives are what count, and so
long as we have balanced and healthy
attitudes towards sexual and personal
relationships, towards children and
education, and a libertarian way of spend-
ing our leisure, it does not really matter
so much about changing the economic
system or destroying the conception of
the State, and maybe (with a hint of sour
grapes) it would be a bit authoritarian to
do this anyway .. . . . It may yet prove
that these views of quasi-anarchism which
have become extremely popularised

since we wrote this book ten years ago,
may prove to be the real silent majority,
despite an exceptional anti-anarchist
campaign . . . Perhaps it may prove as much
a myth as the illusion that there was or is
a revolutionary movement in the
universities.

But this does not concern us. If
people are imbued with freedom they will
opt for anarchism despite all the odds.
They will move towards libertarian personal
attitudes and they will move beyond them
and come to dismantle the State. Freedom
begets freedom and that is why, for the
authoritarian, óanarchyô and óanarchistô
are the dread words.

-i

(Prologue to the new edition of
possible in our leisure. That was not an ñFloodgates of Anarchyò now being
ebleetien ó" it óW35 3 P1'ÁPh@ÂY- The State prepared for a major reprint, the hard-
has become the Universal Parent of our back and paperback editions having
working lives, our industries and even the sold out.)
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