Over the past three years work has
‘een carried out at Gartree prison on
the construction of a new segregation
unit. The prison authorities claim that
this unit, now completed, will be used as
a normal punishment block and also to
house rule 43 men — prisoners segregated
for their own protection or because the
authorities consider them to be subversive.
This in a time of government spending
cut-backs and despite the fact that a
punishment block and rule 43 unit already
exists here.

Suspicion as to the real intentions
for this new seg. unit are further aroused
by the nature of its construction. It is
surrounded by a high wall (approx. 15ft)
and is entered by an L-shaped tunnel
running from a corridor linking two of
the ordinary cell blocks. To negotiate
this tunnel it is necessary to pass through
a steel lined door and three steel gates set
at intervals along the two legs of the

tunnel. On the ground floor of the unit
are a workshop, adjudication room, two
holding cells and two padded cells. On
the first floor are 21 cells each containing

its own sink and flush toilet. They are
very small (approx. 8’ x 6°) and the

windows are such that it is only possible
to open small slits in them for ventilation.
The two corridors from which these cells

open out are blocked off at intervals by

 steel gates so that all the cells may be

isolated in small groups. A third corridor

' contains a hot-plate for serving food, and
" a small association room. Also on this

third corridor is a bathroom, each bath
being situated on a raised concrete
platform behind a glass front. Thus any
man taking a bath is exposed, from head
to toe, to the gaze of staff in the control
centre. This is situated mid-way between
the two floors, the entire front being
made of perspex protected by a wide
mesh steel grid. This enables staff to
observe both levels o. the unit at once.
Two small exercise yards are contained
within the units perimeter wall. A steel
door at the end of one of these yards
leads directly into the prison hospital.
All in all it is a very elaborate.con-
struction and quite unlike any other
punishment block I have ever seen. It
does however, match very closely the
descriptions I have heard of the control
units which the Home Office alleged
would not be used after the public outcry
their first introduction caused.
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- We call to general attention an article
"in June “Ethical Record” (obtainable
from Conway Hall, London): “The
English Prison and the English Conscience”
by Geoff Coggan, the text of a lecture

- which he delivered there. He points

out that this country has the second
highest prison population in Europe
(second only to West Germany and vastly
greater than most other countries), and
quotes some examples concerning the
prisons and hospitals of Russia. “I

chose that country because on this
particular question of drug abuse it seems
to be closer to our own than do Chile

or South Africa. Chile and South Africa
are less refined, less sophisticated. There
the tortures are more primitive but
doubtless, given time, they too will
progress to more mdoern methods.”

The drugs treatment given in Russia
and England is the same. But whereas
the “English conscience” is affronted
by what happens in Russia, it accepts
what is happening in England because it
is part of “the system.” The Observer
writing on Ponomarev says he had been

~treated with chlorpromazine, making him

walk like an automaton. In its trade

name of Largactil, chlorpromazine is in
widespread and daily use in English

prisons producing the same effect for

the same reason. x
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SCHEME, READERS!
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by D.H. Lawrence

The wages of work is cash.

The wages of cash is want more cash.

The wages of want more cash is vicious competition.

The wages of vicious competition is — the world we live in.

The work-cash-want circle is the viciousest circle
that ever turned men into fiends.

Earning a wage is a prison occupation
and a wage-earner is a sort of gaol-bird.

Earning a salary is a prison overseer’s job
A gaoler instead of a gaol-bird.

Living on our income is strolling grandly outside the prison

in terror lest you have to go in. And since the work-prison covers
almost every scrap of the living earth, you stroll up and down

on a narrow beat, about the same as a prisoner taking exercise.

' This is called universal freedom.
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. SECOND CLASS CITIZENS

The veterans of the Spanish Civil War
are still living as second-class citizens.
After the fighting had ended the working-
class militia was rounded up; huge
numbers served prison sentences, and
as ex-prisoners they have been subject to
surveillance and discrimination for forty
years after. Savings were swallowed up
with the great bank robbery of the
people that came with the Franco victory
(nullifying the republican peseta); the
whole collective property of the workers
was seized. |
Businessmen would not employ “reds”
any longer. For years the CNT workers
had only been employed because they
were usually the best and most skilled —
now the standards were reduced and the
employers told to choose anyone but

“SURVIVORS of the

them. This explains the many disasters
in post-war Spain which never before
had need for building inspectors to guard
the public safety from shoddy work.
Disabled veterans of the war got not one
penny (though they had to contribute

to the tax which supported the disabled
soldiers of Franco). For them only peri-
pheral jobs were available — car parking
attendants, selling on the streets and so
on.
Since 1976 the law was slightly changed
— to allow ‘nationalist’ invalids with 15

or more per cent disability to claim a
pension but republicans 26 per cent. The
‘nationalists’ get military pensions as they
qualify as professional soldiers but not

the republicans; nor can they claim

widows’ or dependants’ pensions, nor

medical assistance. .
Refugees who would now like to be

...........

repatriated cannot do so because in Spain
they would receive nothing. Elderly
people living in countries like France, poor
and sometimes disabled, long to return
now they can do so; but they receive
social security where they are and would
receive nothing if they returned. Only
those fortunate to have been long enough
abroad to have gained a foreign old age
pension — and can thus enjoy it in Spain
where living is cheaper — can afford to go
home. Prisoners who have served long
sentences have also lost their rights to a
pension.

It is this issue on which in the Anarchist
Black Cross we intend to fight a campaign
within Spain, and if necessary to raise it
in other countries which are reluctantly
subsidising the Spanish Government’s
meanness and malice. This will be the
first battle in our “Mutual Aid” (Apoyo

Mutuo) campaign in Spain.






























