ial Branch (despite rivalry) and the S.P.G.,°

and the:whole complex of reorganised and
co-ordinated detective squads: C(C.ll
Criminal intelligence, C.7 Technical Equip-
ment Branch (including Explosives and
Forensic liason officers and surveillance
specialists). It is often difficult to
separate the A.T.B.'s essentially co-ord-
inative function from that of its main role.

The A.T.B. is very much a prestige squad
(except in periods like 1976-7) and has been
a springboard for dramatic promotions. It
recruits mainly from C.l1l, Special Branch
and the Robbery Squads. It has also been
involved with other squads in the use of
agents provocateurs (e.g. the Andy Ellesmore
case re Flying Squad 1973, and B.Rose Smith
quotes a case as late as 1977 involving the
Special Branch). But since it normally
becomes involved after events have taken
place, the A.T.B. therefore concentrates on
the alternative strategy of putting together
"conspiracy" trials after arrests (i.e.
collecting information on those arrested and
collating "damaging" links).” Doing this it
is heavily reliant on publicity, which it
manipulates to some effect. The A.T.B. has
a mixed rate of success - a high conviction
rate in I.R.A. cases, although this is as
much due to hysteria generated by the camp- -
aign as the A.T.B.'s efforts. However,
they have succeeded in refning the.
"political conspiracy" technique consid-
erably since the unwieldy "Stoke Newington
8" model.

B Evening News
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Equally important is its activity as a
testing area for new methods and equipment
and also its rolée as a '"pressure group'" on

jbehalf of the "terrorist conspiracy" theory
fvia lecturing, etc. Through Rebert Mark

and David McNee there has been found
Commissioners willing to allow the devel-
opment of this role. The A.T.B. engages in
"emergency planning" via the preparation of
publicity weapons - e.g. the film "Time of
Terror" which gives a guide to spotting
terrorists ("young...keep to themselves...
women often act as couriers...like to live
near underground...may not work reqularly.
.s.0ften visit pubs but don't drink
excessively...pay for goods in cash").

Also the A.T.B. has developed security
techniques and exercises, as seen in

operation '"D-Day".

Incidentally, the A.T.B. has its
own Branch tie with a symbol incorporating
a bomb motif. It is based at New Scotland
Yard and Paddington Green police station,
the site of the first Angry Brigade bomb
(10th Anniversary, next May 22nd). If you

want you can wish them a happy anniversary
on 01-230 2717 (Incident Room).

(From a pamphlet produced by 'PERSONS
UNKNOWN available for 40p from Box 123,
182 Upper Street, London, N.1l.)

¥ Top judges condemn ‘military style’
7 am operation

by 70 _officers

the danger of it being abused,” sald
Lord Denning. “Rather than risk

Lury-style operation ” in thelr war mans house

and shorthand notebooks —  airector Mr. Ronald Plummer; and

director of the company,
be handed back, sald Master © . . must be

Zero hour, ssid the judge. was evasion,
of the Rolls Lord Denning. 7 am &and the officers bundled

documents into plastic bags from

“No seizure has been seen like it
in Eongland before,” emid Llord Lord Denning
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P three . ’ - : such sbuse it 18 the duty of the
'm'”:.',.'l,, e *No seizure has been & wiolWamd.
RRRG m’.'“ ¥ subject.”
powery in military-atyle ° oy o 5 gy 10wy GcHK fox the Jax
reide on homes wd Seen like it in England’ g oromiomor o e
offices of ’..’l. v warrant, the rate at which they too
suapeoted of tax frauds. - them — one & minute — showed that

with & nameles they could ot have checked through
And hundreds of documents ainst tax frauds on Friday July warrent was “worse than the them all to see whether they were
including children’'s bank 13, at the oMices of Rossminster in  Spanish [nquisition,” a lsw “ under relevant

books 4 Hanover Square, Mayfair; at the which no Englishman
» diaries, private letters Bayswater home of mansging live” said Lord Denning

The search and selzure warrants
which tax officers probably st the home in Maidstone, Kent, of obtained by the Inland Revenue did
couldn't read anyway — must tax consultant Mr. Roy Tucker, aiso  po¢ ml‘{o suy offence and there

diffe

rent types of tax

the offices and took vwirtually all POW"

documents from the homes of the “ Those who defraud the revenue

two men in this way are parasites who suck
the lifeblood of our society,” seid

Dennung. The only ather comparsble But the searcn and seizure law
oase was in 1763 when hie Kings passed, only narr
Officers went out Lo arrest and seize could be an “instrument of oppres-
documents belong.ng to John Wilkes. sion in some hands”

It had been said that to enter » “When power is granted there is

owly, by Parhament

would wish to
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