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SIGNS OF WAR

When there are problems in the
economy, if there is a limit to
the point where people are
prepared to obey and to make
sacrifices, all States make signs
of war. This is nowadays
complicated by the fact that
every intelligent person knows
that the next global war will be
the last, and that wars too have
to be limited, both sides®having
to understand they do not push
the consequences too far.

The drawback is that States
are not always ruled by
intelligence but by the very
emotion they generate to make the
signs of war. The world may
suddenly slip on a banana skin
casually thrown away in the
phoney war now being waged.

English Statists used to be
advised that if they wanted to
conquer France, they had to begin
with Scotland. They have begun
with Northern Ireland, the
""""""""" Either
pacification or a 'solution' to
the Northern Irish problem must
be found. They would not really
mind totally suppressing the one
side or selling out the other -
it is solely the obduracy of the
two sides that prevents them from
the final solution.

They must clear up
dissidence at home, and wage war
been seen in much legislation
and several laws; it ranges from
the Sus laws and the police
patrolling of the ghettos, to the
raids upon the politicised and
trials such as the 'persons
- unknown' trial and in its way
even the Thorpe trial, riddled
with sinister police influences
from outside this country.

Those who differ must be

gl All must
L rally behind the leadership
expressed in the mass media,
turned for war purposes into

mass propaganda.

‘be criminaliged;
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against strikers and pickets

which it is now intended should
in the closing
down of factories and the winding
up of whole parts of the economy

thus paving the way for
shifting people, re-locating
industry on a war basis, and
preparing for a war state.

Symptomatic of a war
psychosis is the
politicisation of sport, now
important (since religion no
longer particularly matters in
war propaganda), as a means of
harnessing the collective
efforts behind 'the nation’'.
The whole atmosphere of the
Olympics has for years tended
to be this way. Now, sport 1is
dominated by politics in the
USA and the UK as it was done
long since in the USSR.
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seen in jury-vetting, phone-
tapping, control of information
- but in these matters the
British ruling class have
learned how to do it long since.
Only jury-vetting is exclusive
to them because juries still
exist. The secret police may
not be as ruthless as in other
countries but it is far more
secret. In the authoritarian
States they wear special
uniforms; here they wear a
virtual cloak of in visibility.
There must also be an
!awareness' of spies, a feeling
of traitors within the gates, for
this is how Statism builds itself
an aura of respectability, helps
to array itself with the clothes
of patriotism, tries to
demonstrate how none of the

dissent, none of the resentment
at conditions, would exist
without agitators, who are
always equated with spies, and
given the worst possible image.
We have seen recently how
. lawyers, politicians and the
“media carefully try to equate
libertarians or strikers with
Stalinism and use the very

libertarians' very own arguments

against them. It 1is no
coincidence that the series of
'exposures' of the Blunt affair
comes at the same time.

Yet those readiest to talk
about the Stalinist spies of the

thirties are reluctant to admit

a number of matters - that, for
instance, the equivalent today
would not be pro-Russian but
pro-Chinese; that the pro-
Russian enthusiasms of the
Second World War are
paralleled only by the pro-
American sentiment of the

present day, and that to find

an equivalent to those who
channelled information in

the thirties one must look to
those closely associated with
the Americans or Chinese. These
alone would be in the civil
.and .militaryv Establishment,
where the spies are to be found-
what would they be doing 1in

the working class? Working for
a living?

It is easy nowadays to

' justify' war by denouncing the
enemy's failings, for who among
the Great Powers cannot be so
denounced? Only the lesser
powers have lesser opportunities
ot represent the greater evil.
The only forces that count
towards a struggle for peace and
survival are those which will
give the powers a rough ride, and
against which all powers are
united whatever their
differences: those are the
'‘perils of anarchy' against which
the politicians warn us.

Bodeux the Informer
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We have been somewhat static on
the fund, due to support being
diverted away to the 'Persons
Unknown' appeals. We have sent
more duplicators and an offset
to Spain but no cash had to be
spent - all per voluntary help.

A varied press is the lifeblood
of the reconstructed libertarian
movement in Spain.

PRISONERS/RESISTANCE/MUTUAL AID

In hand:  £69.03.

Donations: SB (Hants) £6; BW
(Cambs); SS (Guam)
£23.11.

Total: £99.14. Disbursed: £26
(UK prisoners).
C/Forward: £73.14.
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ANARCHIST CENTRE

Where can you meet Black

Flaggers,
The Rising Free Collective,

The Anarchy group and others
of a similar ilk over a pint

and discuss the merits and
demerits of dialectical
materialism or bourgeois
recuperation?

Where can you spend an
evening listening to some
good music without getting

ripped off by some
profiteering promoter in
the process?

. Where can you hold
meetings for your group
without paying enormous
rents? -

Where can you meet
people as a springboard
for other campaighs?

Well, at the moment
the answer 1s nowhere, but
that situation could change
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The Freedom Group,
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State of Play as at 20.2.80
Printing paid
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for us to

else,

at Southall.

to date 226.61
Postage 95.00 325.61

Sales &Subs 181.90
Donations* 102.52 288,22
L 0SS 37109
Deficit C/F 2539.70
Deficit now 2577.09

*Donations:

london LF £5; JG £4; AM £10;

AB £20.
HMP MS £4; Ireland RC £20;
Som RE £1; Dundee SB £4;

Hants SB £5; Northants DC £2;
Yorkshire CL £5; Da;y CiEX}Calif
‘Cena' $50. - Total £22.32.

Thanks for the rally round both
with subs. and donations.

Renewal of a few hundred subs.

The salient facts are
these. The weapons used by
the police could not be
thoroughly checked because a
large number of off-duty
>olicemen came into Southall
te help the police defend
the National Front. Was it
sympathy with the police,
or with the Nazis? Many
observers saw National
Front symbols on police
cars. Ihese off-duty
policemen dispersed after-
wards.

POLICE AND THE NAZIS

In our last issue we
mentioned that we knew the
identity of the two police-
men asked to resign from the
force and go abroad to
things blow over",
the murder of anti-Nazi
demonstrator Blair Peach at

We had qualms at
publishing the names and
preferred to let somebody
else name them
"ery copper’”,

But the police have so far
made no moves to do anything
notwithstanding an
"inquiry" into what happened ‘

"let
following

- it is not
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The two officers who
fled abroad, after advice,
were Philip Dyer and Mark
Richards, described by other
police privately as '"close
friends" and "part of the
Rhodesia clique who got
Jeremy Thorpe and your
crowd" (presumably the
Persons Unknown defendants).

This information has
been in 'our hands since
November 28th.
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will solve our problems!!!

This is No.l of our new format.
We have still in mind the

ANARCHO-WUIZ

possibility of going fortnightly | AST_WORDS

when circumstances permit but a
heavy cash imbalance prevents us
at the moment. Last issue was
January 1980 (Vol.5, No.l1l3).
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very soon.A group has been
formed whose aim is to set
up an anarchist centre 1in
London. So far we have had
a good response from
anarchists throughout the
country and have been
successful in raising some
oif the money which will be
needed for the project.
In. addition to this
CRASS and POISON GIRLS,
punk rock bands., have
recorded a single (Bloody

the

Revolutions/Persons Unknown)

which will be on sale
shortly. The profits from
this single will go towards
the centre and will,
go a long way in helping us
realise the scheme.

How can you help?

If you are ‘interested in
helping set up the centre you
can:

Black Flag

1.

we hope

What did General Narvaez
(who besieged Barcelona 1in
1843, massacging its citizens
in the name of Queen
Christina, after they had
supported her in the dynastic
civil war, because they
wanted social reform) tell
his confessor on his death-
bed when asked if he forgave
his enemies?

2. What was the dying reply of
German poet and freethinker
Heinrich Heine when told by a |
priest that God would forgive him?

1. Come along to the next
meeting at Conway Hall on the 6th
March at 7 p.m. (Or after that
on the 20th).

2. You can take out your
membership now. This will
guarantee you membership of the
centre for one year from the day
it opens. Membership is £15 for
those inside the London postcode
and £10 for those outside.

What will £15 get you?

£15 will get you full
membership of the centre for one
year. You will be entitled to
make use of all the centre's
facilities. These will include,
it is hoped, a bar, reading room/
’library, offices, concerts. It
will also give you a say in what
the centre will be used for.

What are the aims of the
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The centre has two aims:
a political one and a social one.
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3. What did nineteen year old
Luddite John Booth tell parson
Hammond Roberson who sat up all
night at his deathbed urging him
to obtain salvation by betraying
his comrades?

What were King George V's
dying words?

5. What was IWW organiser Joe
Hill's last joke?

6. What are the two versions of
Mat4d Hari's last actions before
being shot as a spy in World War
17

7. What are we led by the
Chinese Communist Party to suppose
were Mao Tse Tung's last words?

answers on pade 14

Our political aim is to make
anarchist ideas and literature
more easily available. We
hope that a centre will not
only be a foc¢al point for
different anarchist groups
but-also for those who are not
committed anarchists.

Our social aim is to
provide a meeting place where
people can get together and
enjoy themselves among comrades.

in making.contact with us
then you can either come along
to our next meeting or write to
'Anarchist Centre', C/0 Freedom
Press, Angel Alley, 84b
Whitechapel High Street,
lLondon, El.

































