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ON 27TH HARGH 16 PEOPLE (Two OF THEM BRITISH) WERE
ARREsTED DuRING A NAssIvE ANTI TERRoRIsT OPERATION
IN NDRTH ITALY, AT BOLOGNA AND FORLI AND sINuLTANE0us-
LY AT cATANIA, sIcILY. THE CATANIA ARRESTS ARE OF
PEDPLE SUSPECTED OF BELONGING T0. AzI0NE RIv0LuzI0N-
ARIA . IN THE COURSE OF THE DPERATIDN, 50 HOMES WERE
SEARCHED AND, 0NE INFORMED SOURCE ALLEGEG, EXPLOSIVES5
NuNITI0Ns AND NHAT ARE DESCRIBED As èVERY 1NTEREsTING
DOCUMENTS WERE FOUND-

,eE ANTI TERR0RIsT swo0P GREN OUT OF THE ARREST IN
cATANIA A FEW DAYS EARLIER, OF 2 STCISIANS AND A YOUNG
BRITISH GIRL, JEAN NEIR~(3A YEARS OLD . Acc0RDING TO ~
PoLIcE, AzIoNE RIvoLuzI0NARIA wAs SET UP BY A UNI*
YERGITY PRoEEssDR, GIANFRANCO FIANA, wHo wAs ARREsTED
LAST JULY CHARGED WITH THE ATTEMPTED MURDER OF A
JOURNALIST IN TURIN IN 1977
AN EXTRACT FRON AN ITALIAN NEWSPAPER REPORTS:

ALEREDD BQNANND (A3), SALYAT0RE NARIETTA (29) AND JEAN
WEIR (BA) NERE ARREsTED 0N A WARRANT ISSUED BY THE
PROCURATORS OFFICE IN BDLDGNA. THE ARRESTS WERE MADEói I

IN CATANIA. THEY ARE SUSPECTED OF HAYING PARTIc-
IPATED IN ARNED HGLD-uPs IN BOLOGNA SINCE JANUARY
1979. THE 3 ARE BEING ADvIsED BY LAWYER SANDR0
GANBERINI BUT ARE REEusING T0 ANswER QUESTIONS: HAvE
REFUSED TO CONFRONT ANY OF THE UP TO 20 wITNEssEs TO
THE HDLD-uPs IN QUESTION. THEY c0NTEND THAT THEY ARE
THE VICTIMS OF A POLITICAL ERANE-UP AND wILL ONLY
REPLY TO QUESTIONS WHEN THEY ARE GIVEN FUbL DETAILs OF
THE cHARGEs To BE BROUGHT AGA1NsT THEN.  OLICE HAvE
c0NPLAINED THAT PREss LEAKAGE OF THE cATANIA ARREsTs
NAY HAVE PREJUDICED ONE OF THEIR MOST INPDRTANT ANTI-
TERRORIST OPERATIONS EVER.

fACTION DIRECTE" ARRESTS
IN FRANCE.

On 15th April, the óAct-
ion Directsó group mounted
attacks on 3 seperate build
ings belonging to the Trans
port Ministry. A phone
caller to Agence France
Presse stated: "We demand
the immediate release of
our imprisoned comrades."

On 27th & 28th March a
massive police operation
had netted 30-odd people
suspected of carrying out
attacks in France, espec-
ially those claimed by
Action Directe. The arr-
ests came in Toulon and
Paris. Following a hold-
up at Conde sur L'Escaut,

A Italians were arrested
at Toulon; they are:
Franco Pinna, Errico
Bianco, Luigi Amadori,
and Bianco's wife
Oriana Marchioni. The
Italian government has
applied For their extra-
dition. Inevitably there
was talk of a Rad Brigades
or Terror International
connection. The usual
hysteria. But this does
not stand up to scrutiny.
If anything these Italians
seem to have had connec-
tions with Prima Linea or I
Azione Rivoluzionaria,
both of then groups at odds
with the Red Brigades.
Pinna, Bianco and Harchioni
are wanted in connection
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JEAN WEIR.
with a raid on an armoury
at Viterbo. Some of these
weapons were later recov-
ered from a Prima Linea
cache. Marchioni was For
a long time active among
the autonomists in Padua.

The Italian connection
crops up again with the .
Paris arrests. On 27th
March 2 people who had been
under police surveillance
for some time were arrested
while boarding a plane des-
tined For Reunion; the
plane was also carrying
government minister Alain
Peyrefitte. A Follow up
raid on a flat in Rue de la
Grangeðaux-belles, occupied
by another Italian, Olga
Girotto, a suspected member
of Prima Linea, led to the
discovery of 6OO kilos of
explosives and weapons and
over 1,000 blank Italian
identity cards. Other arre-
sts Followed. Many of those
detained had been under ob-
servation for some time;
some were only casual acq-
uaintances of other ósus-
pectsô. A Few have been
released. By now the talk
was of Action Directe.
Police announced that they
were in pursuit of others
in connection with invest-
iagations into the machine-
gunning of the Ministry
Corporation buildings on 18
March.

These then are the ingre
dients of a good terror-
international scare: note
the number of women "terr-
orists" and the surnames..
French..Italian..Spanish..
Basgue..Algerian.

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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WHAT THEY HAD TO SAY ABOUT
THE LAST ISSUE!

"HIGHLY INFORMATIVEb.,INTER
EsTING. . .SUB\/ERSIVE P01-ICE
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òREVQLTINGò_MARGARET THAT-
CHER.

òCONCENTRATED scuRRILITYò
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STATE OF PLAY A
for Flag, up to 20.A.B0

Printing,paid L_ ,
to date: 129.25

Stationery 14.00

Postage (passing A
credulityl) 119.62
 

A I 262.87 '
"r ' 

Sales & subs 132.12

75.00

207.12

Donations

Loss 55.75
Carried forward 2577.09

 

Deficit now.....Ã2632.B4
_ 

DONATIONS London: JG Ã3,
JT Ã5, PS Ã6, GD Ã20, AM Ã2
Ã25. Manachester CS Ã4.
B0lt0þ PG Ã1. Swansea Dw Ã6

Cambridge BW Ã2. A

ANABQHQ - QUIZ
1. What humanitarian im-

Olse b the Pro het Moha-P _Y _  P I
mmed, inspired by the hero-
ism of a convert, is held
to justify a major criminal
activity?

2. Why does Islam outlaw
alcohol?

3. What was the first -
thing Josep Denoas, the Cat-
alan national leader, head
of Estat Catala, did when
the fascist military rising
of 1936 was suppressed and
Catalonia declared itself
free and autonomous?

4. What was "historic"
about the Communist organ
óMorning Staró for 15th
December 1979?

5. Why did Rodzaevsky, sec
retary of the Russian Fasc-
ist Party, return to the
Soviet Union in 19A5?

6. In which European city
is there a statue of a for-
mer organiser of the I.W.W.?

7. At the same time as the
CNT is accused of being pen-
etrated by the CIA in order
to prevent the growth of a
socialist union (Hirsch &
Fletcher, "CIA and the Lab-
our Movement", now being
circulated by the Trots) the
FAI is accused of widespread
financial corruption. How
true are these allegations?

Sigh..that damned deficit
won't go away. The sales
and subs seem just about to
pay for the printing but if
only everyone would renew
their subs, every copy was
paid for and nobody told us
months (or years) after we'd
been sending them copies
that they never get them
("oh, I must have forgotten
to tell you I'd changed my
address") there wouldn't be
any deficit.

We've sent special letters
out out on the subject.
This deficit is now prevent-
ing us going ahead on work
for prisoners (we reckon on
the Flag covering postage
for the ABC). So it would
be a boon if readers would
renew or cancel. We hate
to cancel because subs
have run out, and usually
don't for two or three
years after.

aawwawwaawaaoaawaowwwww
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LETTER FROM CARL HARP

They returned me to San
Quentin in January claiming
I still nedd protection from
guards in Washington. There
was a big strike there in
the segregation unit that I
was involved in so they had
to get rid of me. The inter
national support to stop
any transfer caused them to
add a new reason for return
ing me to 5.0. By the time
you receive this letter I
will be back in Walla Walla
as the Federal trial around
brutality, treatment and
conditions up there starts
May 5th. As you may know 2
of my "comrades" made deals
with the state and plead
guilty leaving me facing
the forces of evil all .
alone...I may not be retur-
ned to 5.0. once I am back
in Walla Walla because
people are working on it -
but we'll see. All the
support has helped a lot to
keep my spirits high and me
alive. I thank all for
that. If you can spread
the word that I am alone
and my defense fund needs
support..I'd appreciate it.
Susan Waymire, 6536 102 PL.
N,E. Kirkland, Washington
98033 is my Nat. Defense
fund organiser and lawyer
etc. People send only what
they can ð even a dollar
helps. I expect nothing but
appreciate everything.....

Love & Rage, Carl.
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PLANS FOR THE ANARcHIsT CENTRE ARE RAPIDLY coMING TO MAT-
URITY. so FAR MORE THAN Ã500 HAs BEEN RAISED THROUGH
suBscRIPTIoNs. MORE THAN 100 PEOPLE HAYE PAID FULL OR
PART SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. THE RECORD "BLooDY
REVOLUTIONS & PERSONS UNKNOWNò BY CRASS & POISON GIRL
WILL BE ON sALE BY THE TIME THIS ISSUE IS ouT. THE PROF-
ITS FROM THIS RECORD ARE GOING TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF AN ANARcHIsT CENTRE IN LoNDoN. oNcE WE HAvE THATI

MONEY WE CAN BEGIN IN ERNEST TO FIND SUITABLE PREMISES.

WITH A SUITABLE PERMANENT BASE. WHERE ANARCHISTS FROM
ENGLAND AND COMRADES FROM OVERSEAS CAN MEET, WE HOPE

THAT THE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT WILL GROW STRONGER AND MORE
COHESIVE. PERHAPS IT WILL THE BEGINNING OF A NETWORK OF
SIMILAR CLUBS. I "I

MEETINGS: coNwAY HALL, 25 RED LIDN souARE, HDLBDRN, NC1.

THURSDAY 22ND MAY: THURSDAY 19TH JUNE.  

sINcE WE ADvERTIsED THE IDEA OF AN ANARcH1sT CENTRE IN
THE LAST BLACK FLAG & FREEDOM A GREAT DEAL OF INTEREsT
HAs BEEN sHowN. IF YOU WANT T0 BE INvoLvED..You CAN...
COME ALoNG To ONE OF THE MEETINGs..oR SUBSCRIBE Now.
WRITE T0: ANARcHIsT GENTRE, c/0 FREEDDM BOOKSHOP, 8AB ~

WHITECHAPEL HIGH sTREET, LoNDoN'E1.
Ill-

- 1-
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THE CRAss/PoIsoN GIRLs THE PRICE OF BLACK FLAG
SINGLE IS Now ON 5ALE_ WILL BE 25PENcE FROM THE
BuY IT, PROFITs To THE NEXT I$5UE- WE REGRET
ANARcHIsT CENTRE. HAVING To INCREASE THE
BLooDY REvoLuTIoNs/ PRICE BUT THE INCREASES
PERsoNs UNKNOWN ...70P. IN THE POSTAL RATES HAVE

MADE IT NEccEssARY.
page 2.
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ON 13THNARcH 1952 THE FOURTH LANDING DF BARcELDNAôs NDDEL
,PRIsDN HELD 21 PEDPLE UNDER sENTENcE DF DEATH: THE BULK OF

THEM WERE LIBERTARIAN MILITANTs, FDRMER FIGHTERs FDR THE REPuBLIc
NHD, WHEN THE cIvIL WAR ENDED, REFUSED TD ACCEPT THE FRANcDIsT
vIcTDRY ( WHICH wAs A vIcTDRY FDR INTERNATIDNAL FAscIsM )AND so

-I-

CONTINUED T0 FIGHT IN THE MDuNTAINs AND DN THE PLAINs, AGAINsT A
vAsTLY suPERIDR FDE. OE THEsE 21, NINE wERE DUE FDR IMMINENT
ExEcuTIDN. AT IO AM THE DRDERLY, EscDRTED BY LOPEZ PEREIRA, THE
INARDER IN CHARGE OF THE FIRST LANDING DPENED THE DDDRs DF FDuR
cELLs DNE AFTER THE DTHER. THE DRDER RANG OUT: "0uT. GD sTRAIGHT
To THE OUTER GATE." So ANTDNID, DDMINGD, JDsE ANDNIGUEL DID JUST
THAT. THEY WERE FDuR DF THE NINE DUE TD BE ExEcuTED.

I
-r

Awaiting them at the portcullis
was the notorious chief warder
Lafarga, known as "El Tuerto"
(One Eye) who called'out:"Come
along! Step on it! The governor
is waiting for you".

The governor, Don Fernando
Arnau Garcia, was in the Centre.
Seated at a desk, he flourished
a telegram and informed the
condemned men: "You have been
reprieved. The Caudillo has seen
fit to commute the death senten-
ces in your cases to life impris
onment. That means that you must
serve out your lives here... no
remission, no parole, and no
other privileges of any sort.
You may go." .

The reprieved men returned to
the fourth landing, escorted by
El Tuerto, and were locked in
their cells. Later they were
transferred to the first land-
ing. '

Now there could be no more do
doubt - four of the nine were to
be spared and the other five '1r
were to be shot at dawn the next
day. That night no-one onAthe
fourth landing slept. Everybody
lay awake, straining to hear the
creaking of the heavy wrought
iron gates which would signal
the arrival of the police.

At midnight they came. A key
was heard turning in a lock ð
"It's El Yayo!" shouted someone.
El Yayo occupied the last cell
on the fourth landing.

"I've been expecting you",
said El Yayo when they came for
him, rising from his bunk. He
alone was allowed to use a bunk

because he was suffering from
tuberculosis. The others slept
on the floor on filthy matresses.

Another key creaked in anoth-
er lock. "It's Tragapanes!",
thought some who heard it.

Then it was Pons's turn. Then
"El Sherrif's".

When it was the turn of the
fifth man, Gine Urrea Pina, he
shouted "Viva la FAI!" as his
cell door was opened. His shout
echoed around the landing. Every
cell responded with cries of
"Viva!"

Those about to be executed
were taken to the chaplaincyand
were besieged by the two priests
attached to the prison, Fr.Lahoz
and Angel Millan, along with
three other clerics who had come
to assist them. The condemned men
were repeatedly urged to make
confessions, but not one of the
five would yield.

The condemned men were taken
to Campo de la Bota where they
faced a firing squad of soldiers.
The officer in charge asked the
condemned if they had any last
wishes. Only Jose Perez Pedrero
asked that his silk neckerchief
be given to his mother as a last
remembrance.

And so the last five men shot
in the Campo de la Bota went to
their deaths. Their names closed
a list of thousands - the vast
majority of whom were libertar-
ians- shot there ... the names
of Gine Urrea Pina, Jorge Pons
Argilles, Santiago Amir Cruanes,
Jose Perez Pedrero and Pedro
Adrover Font.
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The Donald Duck/Joseph Goebbels
prize for reporting goes in trip-
licate to Jon Swain in Miami, Nic
holas Asheshov in Lima and David
Verley in London, who are credit-
ed in the Sunday Times (April 13)
with the statement that a slogan
in Havana says: "It is better to
have Batista with blood than Cas-
tro with hunger", adding the note
"General Fulgencio Castro, a corr
upt tyrant, was overthrown by
Castro in 1959."

Let's be charitable. Maybe they
don't know. Maybe it was a sub-
editor's interpolation. But what
sort of lunatic is it that says
that "Churchill won the war",
"Lenin overthrew the Tsar", or
even "Hitler exterminated the
Jews."

_ Sadly, one supposes, a fai ly
average one. The fact is that a
lot more people were involved.

ggle against him was almost excl-
usively anarchist. The communist
Party opposed the struggle becau-
se Batista - detested by the work
ers as a bloodthirsty tyrant swas
a stooge of American capitalism.
In those days that was considered
good according to leftist reason-
ing, for America was Russia's
ally. It was only later that it
became bad. Castro weighed in
with the revolution against off-
icial communist advice, to take
over in the timewhen American
capitalism became bad.

L

>I<>l'= ='l<>I< >I<* ='|<>|< >'|<>'|< >|<* >l<>l< >|<>I< >l<* ='|<=I< >l<>'l< >|'==|< >I<='I= *>l< >I<>|< >I<>I< >l<=-IR >l<=I< =I<='I< =l<>I1 =1<>|<

1970s POLICE sTATE sTATIsTIcs U.K.
" 4 Million arrests - 245 deaths

in custody." BBC World Service
In the case of Batista, the StrUð Midnight 25/26 January 1980-
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WORKERS CLUBS

We have referred before in these
columns to the useless nature of
the Trade Union Conference. It
exists ostensibly to unify the
unions. In practice it does
nothing of the sort, though
occasionally it acts as a forum
of debate between unions that have
clashed with each other. It is a
form of management of the workers,
and while a Labour government is
in power it is an arm of the
government. Now that there is a
Conservative government, one
finds it vilified in the press as
having "real power" - which "has
to be curbed" - and one hears the
horror stories against its
sinister influence.

In reality it trails behind
the workersó demands, leading
from the rear. *When there is a
militant spate of demands, the
TUC is seen posturing before the
television cameras, entering
"talks", pushing forward its
leadership to a position of
bargaining. But pseudo-militant
or not militant at all, it remains
dedicated to the principle of
leadership from above, a dead
weight upon those below.

TRADES COUNCILS

Yet there has always
existed a horizontal movement
within the trade unions. Unable
or unwilling (as in some
countries) to break away from
orthodox trade unionism, the
horizontal movement has existed

another on a friendly informal
basis. How different from now!
The friendly hall has gone.
The club where one could pop in
for a drink - if it stillexists
- has been transformed into a
superpub-club (and then only in
the North). Asking for a union
card is sometimes like asking to
be put down for Eton. What
started as a defence of craft
has become yet another barrierato
divide worker from worker - "we
don't want people without cards
coming into our industry" (and
we don't want to give them one
eithed)

The syndicalist movement that
grew up in Britain in the period
1910-20 was based firmly upon the
labour halls and workers clubs.
Because some names persist, it is
impossible to appreciate to what
extent they have changed. The
peak period was in the General
Strike - when industrial defeat,
Labour charlatanism and the
influence of the Communist Party
(with its sights set elsewhere)
caused the whole workersó movement
to recede. More and more power
went to the TUC...nothing was left
of the labour halls, the trades
councils, the workers clubs. It
is only the re-creation of these
that can revive a workers
movement.

The shop stewards movement
is a vestige of the industrial
syndicalist movement that grew up
in the trades councils and labour
clubs, it was based upon the work-
shops and factories whereas the
trades halls were based on the
locality, but both were manifest-
ations of the same thing. We only
find its ghost in England today.
But even so it is a ghost which

within the unions and above all apscares the Pants Off the ruling
it was at one time seen as a class.

living body in the trades Bagñ TQ THE STRHQYIE
councils. As the Trade Uþl0þ
Congress has gained in power,
so the trades councils have lost
it. They are today talking-
shops, and not even very
important talking-shops. No-
body bothers to attend their
dreary meetings in drearier
halls except for a few
politically-interested trade
unionists who turn up to push
Anglo-Bulgarian friendship or
the party line on social
expenditure to each other.

Yet these halls were sixty
years ago the centre of a great
and lively movement; they
created halls and workersó clubs
for social purposes - built their
own libraries and schools where
necessary - organised relief and
found jobs for the unemployed -
published their own literature
and were the bulwark of a
revolutionary movement. There
was a workersó movement in those
days: it does not exist today.
The political parties have enabled
another class to come in and take
over the ideas, which do not make
sense in a non-working class
context.

When the trades councils
existed as part of a movement-
when the labour halls meant some-
thing -there was no trade union
chauvinism such as exists today.
In Britain - as in France or
Spain (if less so here) - one
could walk into one's labour
hall and ask what jobs were
going...if jobs were available
only outside one's craft, one
walked out of one union into

How are we to get back to the
traditional working-class movement?
It can never be re-created exactly
as it was; but then today there
are many other things pushing for
us that did not exist then. The
grinding poverty, the lack of
basic education that all pulled
the movement down; the menace of
falling into the pit of
unemployment from which at one
time it was impossible to scramble
out; these have vanished to a
large extent, and certainly from
the organised industries. The
fight was once against cuts in
salaries: one benefit from
inflation, rarely mentioned, is
that the fight is now the reverse-
for increases to keep up with the
cost of living. Not to
exaggerate this, but the struggle
is easier than it was - what is
missing is the will and the
energy. Yet nobody can deny the
need which is underlined by events
every day.

The syndicalist movement can
be re-born with its bases in
action. We repeat a simple
formula voiced before in these
columns: the formula of FORMING
FIVES. First a group of around
five or so in each industry. Then
as it grows, hive off into five
in a workplace, or in a branch of
that industry. That is how the
shop stewards movement grew: that
is how it can be revived. And
side by side with it the creation
of WORKERS CLUBS that will re-
create the atmosphere of the
labour halls.

page 3.




















