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ALMOST TEN YEARS have passed since the political situation in the UK called for the type of direct action as practised by the Angry
Brigade. The wheel has turned full circle and we are obliged, once again, to prepare to defend ourselves against the provocations of a
virulently anti-working class state and its multi-national mampulators, such as the Steering Committee of the Bilderberg Group and the

Trilateral Commission.

SINCE THE THATCHER GOVERNMENT came to power, we have seen a rapid increase in the power of the repressive organs of the
state, with a correspondingly obsessive and paranoid emphasis on perfecting its machinery for ‘counter-subversion’ and ‘law and order’,
political euphemisms for the control and elimination of all real, potential, and imaginary dissidents. The increased expenditure on police,
prisons and army, the constant surveillance of trade unionists, harassment of investigative journalists, whistleblowers, environmental,

ecological and community activists, the extended deployment of the SAS in Northern Ireland with their assassinations of outspoken
socialists such as Miriam Daly and, probably, Noel Little and Ronnie Bunting, the overt terrorising and intimidation of anyone remotely
connected with the struggle in Nerthern Ireland, the emphasis on poiwlatxon control in police training and the increased number of

»armed police patrolling the streets of Britain, the new picket laws, etc.; all these things indicate that the consensus in British politics is

rapidly becoming a thing of the past.

THIS GROWTH IN STATE SECURITY is necessitated by the political and economic policies of the Thatcher government and its
supporters. They know only too well that the economic situation is unlikely to improve without a reversal of their policies. This, in turn,
is going to lead to large-scale social unrest. There are no workable economic remedies available to them within the monetarist ideology
with which they are obsessed. Unemployment will rise steeply, inflation will worsen, more factories and businesses will close down or go
bankrupt, apathy and tension will pervade social relationships, the trade union leadership will be unable to restrain the rank-and-file,
people will get angrier and more frustrated, and stronger and more desperate forms of control will have to be imposed as the system
starts to fail, go hopelessly out of control, and finally collapse all together. |

WHY NOW AND NOT BEFORE? The late sixties and seventies saw a similar period of strident anti-working class hysteria and
legislation which led up to the infamous and unsuccessful attempt to control organised labour through the Industrial Relations Bill. This
led to the downfall of the Heath government. Having failed to break the labour movement through the courts, the Tories have now
turned to a more oblique approach: a deliberate policy of mass unemployment! No doubt the Thatcher clique will be strengthened in
their resolve with the election of Reagan, and begin to intensify their policies with each concession made to them.

WE ARE NO VANGUARD, nor do we claim to lead or represent anyone other than ourselves in our resistance to the arrogance of the
present government and the misery, frustration and despair created by its selfish and inhuman policies. It is simply that we as
individuals are approaching the limits of our tolerance. We see ourselves as an expression of the anger, resistance and hope created by
the impending failure of this rapidly polarising society.

IN THE PAST TEN YEARS we have operated mainly in France, Italy, Spain, Germany, and North America, and have acquired new
skills, expertise, personnel, and access to information sources. The more recent actions of Action Directe indicate the strategy and
tactics we should employ. As before, there will be no ‘mindless terror’, no deaths, no hijackings, no hostage-taking of innocent
bystanders. We have nothing in common with the tactics or policies of the Red Army Fraction, Red Brigades, PLO, or any other
authoritarian group committed to a struggle for power or control of the state at the expense of the man and woman in the street. The
social revolution will not be built on the corpses of the old rulers or their functionaries; it can only be built by people taking control of
their own lives, asserting their independence, their rejection of the state, of power politics, of authoritarian lifestyles and the
competitive values of consumerism forced on us from birth to death.

In fighting these evils we also have positive aspirations. We wish for a self-managed society as the only possible basis on which we
can build a more just, equitable and libertarian world for ourselves and our children. The increased power of the state, the aggressive
confrontation policies of the Thatcher government, the breakdown of free collective bargaining and consensus in everyday life, the
ever-increasing estrangement of people from the decision-making processes, ete., indicate only one course of action. We must reject and
resist this inexorable erosion of our humanity and hopes with whatever means are available to us.

WE KNOW WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT - DO YOU?
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Though we are waiting for
practically all of two issues to
be paid for, this is a terrible
balance sheet - thanks to those
who did help. All work on the
paper is voluntary - our type-
setting costs are now nil
(having bought the electric
typewriter our typesetting 1s
done voluntarily, like the
writing of articles); if it
were not so, the paper could
not appear. Alas, the
robberies beloved of the
bourgeois press are a myth...
does a note of wistfulness

creep in?
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WHICH WAY BLACK FLAG?

Should we revert to the
tabloid style, as Black Flag
used to be, or continue with
the present large style? A
few readers have expressed
different opinions. There 1is
in fact no difference in )
content or size; it is mavjg-
inally easier to send the’
pr&sent way, but on the
whole easier to lay out the
old way. What do you think?
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We hope to have a report of the
trial of the Scottish Republicans
in our next issue. This has been

a gross miscarriage of justice
not reported fully in the

press. As part of the nature of
the trial, in itself a second-
rate touring run of Persons
Unkonw, we may quote the words of
the Procurator that the accussed
possessed: "a copy of the
notorious Anarchist Cookbook,
otherwise known as the Citizens
Militia". i
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The 1980 Socialist Book Fair at the end of November, as usual in Camden Town
Hall, London, showed a bigger anarchist presence than ever (testimony to the non-
partisan approach of Bookmarks, the organisers). Cienfuegos Prgss/_Black Flag again
had a stall and there were also Freedom Press, and Bas Moreel (dlstrl.butor for many
American libertarian publishing houses) and a number of anarqhist titles — of
varying quality — shown by commercial publishers. After paying the £§5 stand and
giving full discount to the organisers, we broke even as regards bookselling profit
and loss, but sold £200 worth of literature which was a shot in the arm for

Cienfuegos.

Unfortunately many of our older titles and all of our new titles were not available

at the Fair (for one reason or another). We missed particularly “The Struggle to be
Human’, of which copies did not arrive; and ‘The Christie File’, somewhere on the
Atlantic, or we would have had a runaway success; but the new catalogue, when it

came, was impressive. Thanks to all who helped.

New Reality Komix is a new mag as an outlet for anarchigtic_art .
(first issue just out) and is being circulated by the new A—Distribution,
or can be obtained from Box A, c/o 14 Southgate, Bradford, W.Yorks.

BD1 ZDF — 55 pence.

A —Distribution is working quite well with the new method of circulation of
libertarian papers which it’s taken over from PDC. Shops, or groups, can obtain
copies in bulk with a great saving to the publishers in postage or transport (some
of the papers pass it on, some don’t — but they all feel the effects of the saving).
Amongst those issued are the Cienfuegos Press publications including the Anarchist
Review: Black Fiag, Xtra!, Anarchy, also Freedom Press publications (though not
Freedom itself owing to speed — Freedom being fortnightly).

What do journalists know

about the Spanish Civil War?
| They failed to report it
correctly at the time. They
have learned nothing since.
Perhaps there are some who
think Orwell was a general and
that the International Brigade
made a decisive intervention.
Listening to that interesting
and colourful BBC Scotland TV
interview with Stuart Christie,
I heard them say that the
"Christie story” began in
Spain. Flashback to the civil
war, when he was about minus
twelve, and we were told that
General Franco, who commanded
the Loyalist forces, was
everything that anarchists
hate ...but he defeated them.

This is the way it might well
be told in Madrid, but for the
record, the late General was
not only everything
anarchists hate, he was a
general who sold out on his
country: so far from comman-
ding the Loyalists, he was
a rebel. His followers were
called rebels - this was
later softened by sycophants
to "nationalists" - a word
which the press now uses to
describe all opponents of
his and the successor regime.

We have on video cassette
tape the three BBC TV features'
on and around Black Flag - the
Persons Unknown case, the
Christie interview in Current

Affairs, and the longer Angry

Brigade case. . Truth to tell,
Black Flag comes out of it a

lot more stable than it really
‘ is (at several points it is
actually referred to as a
fortnightly, when we have as a
matter of fact a struggle to
get it out monthly). But they
do point out what counts in '
Black Flag.

A —— o

In the Scotsman (December 18th)
there is a half-page interview
with - guess who? The"foreign
subsidy" bogey actually comes
into it (journalists love that
one, it stems from the way they
live) - Christie "denies out-
right" there is any, "yet there
is no doubting that the quality
of production of Cienfuego's
many titles do not indicate a
financial crisis". What a pity
publishing is not like the old
music hall da:s - "~ hen they
could tell t u had a fin-
ancial crisis oy the tatty
scenery, the outdated dresses,
or the number of the chorus
girls!

But don't let's knock them too
much. It's hard for them to
shake off lessons of years and
be objective in speaking of non-
Establishment politics.
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BLOODY
SUNDAY

DEMONSTRATE
1.30 SUNDAY
JAN 25

FITZALAN ROAD CARDIFF

Buses leaving at 9.00 am from
Kilburn Sq. and Kings Cross.

JANUARY 30th, 1972. 20,000 Irish

people marched in Derry for
civil rights. The British Army opened
fire and killed fourteen.

SELF DETERMINATION
FOR THE IRISH PEOPLE

TROOPS OUT NOW
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1. For what eminently practical reason did British sailors once

tattoo crucifixes upon their backs?

2. What highly topical military rebellion took place in Burford

(Oxforshire) 300 years ago?

?. Alfonso XIII of Spain had a favourite sport, which stood him
1n good stead when the Republic came in 1931; but what did he

forget?

4. In which London public library is there a'prominent portrait

of a lifelong anarchist?

5. Of which emperor was it written

that "he killed nobody,

robbed nobody and deprived nobdoy of his country - which is more
than can be said for most fellows in his trade"?

6. Genera} Saturnino Cedillo was said to be a Mexican bandit who
kept the line from San Luis Potosi to Tampico blocked for six

years. When President Obregon sent

to ask him what he wanted,

what was his surprisingly libertarian (if.hardly revolutionary)

answer?

Answers on Page }JL













































