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ON TUESDAY 5TH MAY BOBBY SANDS

DIED IN LONG KESH. WITHIN A
FEW WEEKS THREE OTHER HUNGER
STRIKERS ALSO DIED: FRANCIS
HUGHES, RAYMOND MCCREESH AND
. PATSY O'HARA. THEIR DEATHS,
‘PARADOXICALLY, TOGETHER
COMPRISED THE GREATEST
VICTORY OF THE REPUBLICAN
MOVEMENT TO DATE. BY THEIR
SACRIFICE THEY HAVE TRANS-
FORMED THE SITUATION IN
IRELAND AND HAVE SUCCEEDED
IN FOCUSING ATTENTION NOT
SIMPLY ON THEIR OWN STATUS
AS PRISONERS BUT ON THE
STATUS OF THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT IN IRELAND.

The original aim of the
hungerstrike was to gain
political status [something
which republican and loyal-
ist prisoners had between
IS and 19 inl. 1T Sprang
from the 'blanket' and
'no-wash' protests which

had continued for four years
but it could never be separ-
ated from the wider 1issues
concerning the presence

of British troops xn the
North and the political

Tt Ure of the countrys - It
i8 Bigniricant that-the
npive Demands" of the pris-
oners have noticeably
slipped into the background
as the hungerstrike gathered
momentum:

The election of Bobby Sands
as a member of parliament

was an outstanding propag-
anda coup. At a stroke it
dispelled the fiction that
successive governments

have maintained for over a
decade - that the IRA 1is an
isolated minority grouping
which is able to exist only
by intimidating the republie-
an comnunity. As Bobby
Sand's electoral agent point-
ed out, the hunger striker

% HMughes

FOUR DIE
IN PROTEST

THERE EXISTS IN IRELAND A COMMUNITY WHICH
VIEWS THE BRITISH STATE AS ALIEN AND RE -

PRESSIVE.

NEITHER THE HUNGER STRIKE NOR

THE MASSIVE WAVE OF PROTEST FOLLOWING THE

DEATHS OF THE HUNGER STRIKERS HAS CON-
VINCED THE GOVRENMENT THAT THIS IS THE CASE.

IT CONTINUES ITS REPRESSIVE POLICY.

polled more votes than
Thatcher did in her constit-
uency. The electoral
victory of Fermanagh/South
Tyrone was followed by the
election of Paddy Agnew and
Kieran Docherty to Dail
Eireann (the Irish Republic's
parliament), something which
sent the,media hacks scurry-
ing to discover "emotional"
reasons for something they
predicted would never happen.

The embarrassment of Sands'
electoral victory has prompt-

ed the government to introduce

an amendment to the "Represen
tation of the People Act”
which will make it impossible
for prisoners to stand for
parliament. Democracy 1s
only permissible when app-
roved candidates are ret-
urned.

Further evidence of wide-
spread antipathy to the
state's forces in Ireland
came.with the nightly raiot-
ing in Belfast, Derry and
other towns during May-and
much of June. More than
three hundred petrol bombs
were thrown w1th1n a :

couple of hours of the death
of Francis Hughes alone. In
response, the army and police
have killed a number of un-
armed people, including

children.

In addition to the rioting
there has been a fierce es-
calation in the number of
attacks by INLA and the IRA
on military targets. Several
policemen have been killed,
including one who was killed
when an RPG-7 rocket was
fired at a police landrover.
Four other RUC men were 1in-
jured in the same attack.
There were mortar attacks

on military posts 1in Newry
and Newtonhamliton and

other soldiers have died
during shooting incidents.

This demonstration of the
existence of a community
which views the British
state as alien and.rep-
ressive, and of an organ-
isation which is capable of
inflicting military losses
has apparently done nothing

.. £O. alter oovernment pollcy
.on . ‘Ireland.

Repression 1S
Stlll the order of the day.
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BRENDA FEARL RELFEASED:
CHARGES WITHDRAWN AFTER

" POLICE CONSPIRACY FAILS

Page 3

COURT CIRCULAR:
THE COUNTRYMAN TEAM
GOES HOME AFTER TOP
COP COVER-UP

page 5

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
FOCUSES ON ITALY WHERE

A MASSIVE TRIAL INVOLV-
ING MEMBERS OF AZIONE

REVOLUTIONARIA IS
TAKING PLACE. MORE NEWS
FROM ITALYAND WEST
BERLIN page 8

A REPORT ON THE RECENT
HUNGERSTRIKES IN GERMANY
AND NEWS OF THE EVENTS
FOLLOWING THE DREATH OF

A GERMAN PRISONER ARE

ON pages 6&7

PRISON DEATH: THREE
BAILED, A REPORT ON THE
LONELY DEATH OF BARRY
PROSSER. BLACK FLAG
INDENTIFIES H&S KILLERS
page 4
IMPRESSIONS ON A TRIP
70 RUSSIA': SOME ASPECTS
OF SOVIET EDUCATION
page 9
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AT LONG LAST BLACK FLAG HAS
BEEN FORCED TO ACKNOWLEDGE
THE LAWS OF CAPITALIST ECONOM
ICS, SPECIFICALLY THOSE CON-
CERNING DEBT, ie IF WE DON'T
START PAYING SOME OF OUR
DEBTS OFF WE FACE THE POSS-
IBILITY OF WRITING BLACK FLAG
OFF AS A TAX LOSS. THEREFORE
WE ARE OBLIGED TO INCREASE
THE PRICE OF THE PAPER TO 30P,
STILL MUCH LESSTHAN THE PRICE
OF A PINT AND MUCH MORE ENTER-
TAINING.




































