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ON TUESDAY 5TH MAY BOBBY SANDS
DIED IN LONG KESH. WITHIN A
FEW WEEKS THREE OTHER HUNGER
STRIKERS ALSO DIED: FRANCIS
HUGHES, RAYMOND MCCREESH AND
PATSY O'HARA. THEIR DEATHS,
PARADOXICALLY, TOGETHER
COMPRISED THE GREATEST
VICTORY OF THE REPUBLICAN
MOVEMENT TO DATE. BY THEIR
SACRIFICE THEY HAVE TRANS-
FORMED THE SITUATION IN
IRELAND AND HAVE SUCCEEDED
IN FOCUSING ATTENTION NOT
SIMPLY ON THEIR OWN STATUS
AS PRISONERS BUT ON THE
STATUS OF THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT IN IRELAND.

The original aim of the
hungerstrike was to gain
political status [something
which republican and loyal-
ist prisoners had between
1972 and 1976]. It sprang
from the óblanket' and
'noðwash' protests which
had continued for four years
but it could never be separ-
ated from the wider issues
concerning the presence
of British troops in the
North and the political
future of the country. It
is significant that the
"Five Demands" of the pris-
oners have noticeably
slipped into the background
as the hungerstrike gathered
momentum.
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The election of Bobby Sands
as a member of parliament
was an outstanding propag-
anda coup. At a stroke it
dispelled the fiction that
successive governments
have maintained for over a
decade - that the IRA is an
isolated minority grouping
which is able to exist only
by intimidating the republic-
an community. As Bobby
Sand's electoral agent point-
ed out, the hunger striker

~predicted would never happen.
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- THERE EXISTS IN IRELAND A COMMUNITY WHICH
VIEWS THE BRITISH STATE AS ALIEN AND RE ð
PRESSIVE. NEITHER THE HUNGER STRIKE NOR
THE MASSIVE WAVE OF PROTEST FOLLOWING THE
DEATHS OF THE HUNGER STRIKERS HAS CON-
VINCED THE GOVRENMENT THAT THIS IS THE CASE.
IT CONTINUES ITS REPRESSIVE POLICY.

polled more votes than couple of hours of the death
Thatcher did in her COnStit- Qf Francis Hughes alone. In
UúnCY- The úleCt0Ial response, the army and police
ViCtOfY Of Fefmanagh/5OUth have killed a number of un-
Tyrone was followed by the armed people, including
election of Paddy Agnew and children,
Kieran Docherty to Dail "
Eireann (the Irish Republic's
parliament), something which
sent the media hacks scurry-
ing to discover "emotional"
reasons for something they

In addition to the rioting
there has been a fierce es-
calation in the number of
attacks by INLA and the IRA
on military targets. óSeveral
policemen have been killed,
including one who was killed

The embarrassment of Sandsó when an RPGð7 rocket was
electoral victory has promptð fired at a police landrover.
ed the government to introduce Four other RUC men were in-
an amendment to the "Represen juted in the game attack.
tation of the People Act" There were mortar attacks
which will make it impossible on military posts in Newry
fQf Prisoners to stand for and Newtonhamliton and
parliament. Democracy is
only permissible when app-
roved candidates are ret-
urned.

during shooting incidents.

This demonstration of the
existence of a community
which views the British
state as alien and repðR
ressive, and of an organ-
isation which is capable of
inflicting military losses

other towns during May and p has apparently done nothing
much of June. More than i,_ tQ_a1tet government peligy. -óI _ _

Further evidence of wide-
spread antipathy to the
state's forces in Ireland
came with the nightly riot-
ing in Belfast, Derry and

three hundred petrol bQm@S_ f* on Ireland, iRepress1on 1S
were thrown within 5 A ;iF*1{$EtýllQtheYbEder of the day.
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BRENDA EARL RELEASED:
CHARGES WITHDRAWN.AFTER
POLICE CONSPIRACY FAILS

Page 3

COURT CIRCULAR:
THE COUNTR YMAN TEAM
GOES HOME AFTER TOP
COP COVERðUP

page 5

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
FOCUSES ON ITALY WHERE
A MASSIVE TRIAL INVOLV-
ING MEMBERS OF AZIONE
REVOLUTIONARIA IS
TAKING PLACE. MORE NEWS
FROM ITALYAND WEST
BERLIN page 8

A REPORT ON THE RECENT
EUNGERSTRIKES IN GERMANY
AND NEWS OF THE EVENTS
FOLLOWING THE QEATH OF
A GERMAN PRISONER ARE
ON pages 6&7

PRISON DEATH: THREE
EATLED, A REPORT ON THE
LONELY DEATH OF BARRY
PROSSER. BLACK FLAG
INDENTIFIES HIS KILLERS

pageó4

IMPRESSIONS ON A TRIP
TO RUSSIA: SOME ASPECTS
OF SOVIET EDUCATION

page 9

other soldiers have died 'ñññññ_ñó_ñññ_ññ'ñ*ñññ'ññ'ññAIôLONG LAST BLACK FLAG HAS
BEEN FORCED TO ACKNOWLEDGE
THE LAWS OF CAPITALIST ECONOM
ICS, SPECIFICALLY THOSE CON-
CERNING DEBT, ie IF WE DON'T
START PAYING SOME OF OUR
-DEBTS OFF WE FACE THE POSS-
IBILITY OF WRITING BLACK FLAG
OFF AS.A TAX LOSS. THEREFORE
WE ARE OBLIGED TO INCREASE
THE PRICE OF THE PAPER TO BOP,
STILL MUCH LESSTHAN THE PRICE
OF.A PINT.AND MUCH MORE ENTER-
TAINING.
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STATE OT PLAY ON 12TH MAY 1981

Printing bót "
(paid LO o;'A 147.UU
Postage 146.80
Stationsr, 8,45

302.25

Sales & svoscriptions 129.45
Donationsñ 44.00

173.45

Loss 128.80
Deficit c/f 3399.91

TOTAL: -3528.71
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RB Ã1, EM Ã10. Cork RC Ã25.
_NQlE; 0ur deficit still grows
alarmingly, added to which we have

HOME: Ã5.60 PER 12 ISSUES.

further printing H1118; though on CANADA USA AUSTRALIA
the other hand we have some accounts NEW ZEALAND
to receive in the way of copies
sold. Indeed, we sadly repeat the
old refrain that if only everyone
paid for their copy Black Flag
would be showing a profit and be
subsidising the Black Cross which
is now down to its minimum aid to
our prisoners (for want of funds)
since its inception, with the
bulletin coming out every other
month istead of monthly.

Black Flag is so well worth its
price that, notwithstanding our
grossly lax collecting system, we
think we ought to get payment of
subs and parcel settlements.

THERE IS A NEW GROUP 0F ANARCHISTS
IN WALES HOLDING REGULAR MEETINGS
CONTACT THEM AT_eLAck DRAGON, BOX
NO 5, C/0 NEGES BOOKSHOP, 31
ALEXANDRA ROAD, SWANSEA SA1 SDU
WEST GLAMURGANSHIRE.

FROM THE FRONT LINE:
Railton Road (in Brixton) is an
open wound which even the sun-
shine could not hide, all boarded
up, squat, and the George pub -
the first placeever to be done by
the Racial Discrimination Act back
in 1964 - absolutely charred, a
ruin - only the Chinese takeaway,
the anarchist bookshop and a few
black businesses were left
untouched.
STANLEY REYNOLDS in THE GUARDIAN.

Still going strong - the
ANARCHIST BO0KSHOP at 121
Railton Rd, London SE24 (nearest
tube: Brixton).
0pen Thurs & Fri 2 ð 6 and
Saturday 12 ð 6. Meetings
Saturday 3pm.
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ANARCHIST CENTRE
 

After months of searching,
premises have finaliy been
found for the Anarchist
Centre. These are st:
1st Floor, 0&N Warehocse,
Wapping Wall, Londor ET.

At the moment the pro~ so,
are being fitted out ,3
decorated. The Organ: are
hope to have the Centr;
open by July. All thos
who can help with the
building work are urged A
contact the Centre three;
Freedom.Press, Angel Alle_
Whitechapel High St, Lord
E1.

As soon as the Centre is
habitable a meeting of *%s
membership will be helô 1
discuss the future of T ;
Centre.

There is still time to
become a life member -f;c
Ã15. Annual membership is
Ã7 and Ã5 for the unwaged.
Cheques payable to:
"William Godwin Memorial
Society" send c/o Freedom
Press.
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Massana with two children
rescued from Franco's Spain
(19a6).

ARLENE MEYERs, A FOUNDER OF
SIREN, AN ANARCHIST-FEMINIST
PULICATION FROM CHICAGO IN::::s:::*819ô2::.2:::..l2T: A
A HEART ATTAc|<. ARLENE MADE ôÁ"aÁy Áa""Át be 'Áñ"Señted
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIO
TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANARcH-
1sT- FEMINIST THEORY AND
MAINTAINED A CORRESPONDENCE
NTTH ANARCHISTS AND FEMIN-
úSTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

. ER LETTERS AND HER COLLECTION
A,  RADICAL PERIODICALS HAVE

jEN ENTRUSTED TO THE CARE OF
(HE WOMENS COLLECTION OF
=3RTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY,
EvANsTON, ILLINOIS. FR:ENDs
WISHING TO ADD TO THIS cott-
ECTION OR TO MAKE A DONATION
TO THE ARLENE MYERS MEMORIAL
FUND ARE INVITED TO WRITE TO:
FRANCES CHAPMAN, 836 N.
NEWPORT AvE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
60657.
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MASSANA 0F THE MUUNTAINS.

In the heart of the Pyrenees,
on the French side, Marcelino
Massana ("Pancho" of the
Resistance) died in May.
"Pancho" was described by the
press as "the last Catalan
guerillero" ð which wasn't
quite accurate - but he was
one of those legendary moun-
tain fighters like
"Caraquemada", Facerias and
Sabate.

The Anarchists who formed
the resistance against
Franco that fought on after
the civil war had ended,
have a place in history,
deliberately obscured by
historians and journal-
ists.

Massana went back to Spain a
few years ago for the pub-
lication of his biography
("Massana: Terrorism or
resistance?"). [The bio-
graphy of Sabate by Tellez
was published in England
by Cienfuegos Press - that
of Facqrias is to follow.]

He was nOt one of those who
óhad any faith in the Allies
whom so many believed would
intervene during or after
the world war. He knew that
the only liberation from
Franco would come from
resistance. Asked what he
thought about the post-
Franco "democracy", a few

ómonths before his death,

NS from above, because what
is given can be taken

IIaway

ANARCHOðQUIZ.

1) What major action in the early
part of the last World War was
(perhaps in default of anything pos
itive at the time) regarded by many
anarchist propagandists as an
example of anarchy in action?

2) The Industrial Workers of the
World is often referred to in the
press as the "independent Workers
of the World". By which authority
is this the proper style?

3) Simone Weil (1909-1943) was a
French Jewish writer who became a
distinguished Christian mystic,
though she declined to be baptised,
and finally starved herself to
death while regarding herself as
a Catholic. What other seeming
contradiction was there in her life?

4) What distinguished the
Woolwich Working Men's Socialist
Club (London) (1900-17) from most
socialist and radical clubs of the
period? _

5) Which Nazi general made a
passionate appeal to the Polish
Jews to support the German war
effort to avenge the anti-semitic
atrocities of Russia?

6) Two Polish Jewish socialist
leaders (Ehrlich and Alter) made a
passionate appeal to the Polish
Jews to support the Russian war
effort to avenge the anti-semitic
atrocities of Gbrmany - what
happened to them? '
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