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Federal marshals escort Cynthia Boston
from a bond hearing in Jackson, Miss.

Organ of the Anarchnst Black Cross
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A peasant economy can sustain a nation. It cannot sustain the modern State which

T" \ needs to eliminate the independence implicit in the peasant system. The Polish
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Continues on page 8

, ñThey callus bandits, yet every time most
5, Black people pick up our poychecksiwe are

being robbed. ,'Every time we wallc into a
store 1?: our neighbourhood we are being

i held up. And every time we pay our rent
the landlord sticks a gun into our ribs. ò

Assam Shalcur (Joanne Chesimard),
. wanted BLA guerrilla.

Following an armed robbery and shoot-
out with police in New York in October,
in which a security guard and two cops
were killed, a reign ofharassment as in the
óPersons Unknownô case has begun in America.
This time it involves comrades of the"
Weather Underground. Black Liberation Army
and a variety of above ground organisations
with SWAPO and the Puerto Rican group
FALN replacing the Spanish Anarchists or

- 0 the RAF as the óforeign linkô. So- far, one. - I _- ' _ \.l. II -lnI'II- I
I I i l--1. óIi
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' Y " comrade has been shot dead by police, nine
5 ' . arrested, and nine more named as ówantedô

s by the FBI.
A Brinkôs armoured security truck was

held up at the end of October as it was
5 s . 5 being loaded with cash outside a bank in

he Nyack, Rockland County, New York. As

___;: _'. . ó
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------- " security guards reached the truck with cash ,
1-\-; I -I I I I -

I-Ca. 'l"r- r-nil-ilk .

. - two black men jumped out from a passing
van and opened ýre with shotguns. A third

yaó, _ 0, _ man stepped out from nearby shops and
I "-1 began shooting at the guards with a 9mm.

automatic. Oneof the guards, Peter Paige,
fell dead instantly, and a second, Joseph
Trombino, took a bullet in the shoulder.
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Governnientdid not have sufficient power aga,inst the people to wipe outthe 1*
1 was d?dtie"óiiió Sovi®ti óRus'Äi"a" (or fiir that matteiþin tl1eWBlritishóIsles of the
Industrial Revolution). Its economy has therefore gone down the drain. Since the
struggle against thepeasants has not gone far enough for their liking. It has sought
re,"uge in a modiýed State Communism, trading with foreign nations, who oblige it I

_...___ ~ to export all it produced instead of allowing its people to enjoy the (literal) fruits of
__ þteir labour, e ~
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The robbers grabbed the money - six bags,
containing $1.6m ð and drove off in their
van.
Cops Killed: Police set up roadblocks, and
issued descriptions of two vehicles they said
the robbers had switched to ð a tan Honda
and a small U-Haul truck. Five miles away
from the scene of the robbery, a police
roadblock at the entrance to the New York
thruway halted a U-Haul truck answering to
the description. The driver, a white man, and
his white woman passenger got out. They
offered no resistance. Detective Arthur
Keenan then search the cab. Finding no-
thing, he tried to rear doorbut found it
locked. As he walked back to the other
cops present, several black men jumped
out of the back of the truck, ýring at the
cops with automatic riþes. Two of the cops

Officer Waverly Brown and S t Edward
-F g. i___----ó-ð*'iiiijðOôGrady - were killed in the shooting. The
men then hi-jacked cars from passing motor- C|E|\|FUEG()5 PRE55 NEW T|T|_E |
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ists and escaped. The white woman, left Reviews Of;
behind, began to run from the scene but
was stopped at gunpoint by an off-duty
Screw from Rikers Island prison Michael |

To The Honourable Miss S
SHORT STORIES OF B TRAVEN 1915-1919 |

ô Editor of die Ziegelbrenner/the Brickburner -
K h, h ' d f h' '.ÄÄÁ.s$1.2.ôu®iiiwriiiintriseZalswriiiiii ' RBIMQ-rut
inc Boudin (38), a member of the Weather I 22nd /anwry B_BC Radio 4
Underground Organisation (WUO), wanted by | 9-30/om PKò/ú'd05C0pú
the FBI since 1970. In all the confusion, | & 4177 Fgbruary BBC Scot/and
a Honda van drove past the roadblock un- | TV Books Now
chaþenged.
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* London P.S. Ã5; Smitherfield Ã70;
Anon Ã70; Surrey L.D. Ã5.

To our horror we notice that our address
was also omitted from our issue No. 8 as
well as No. 9. No wonder correspondence
has dried up! Please note our address is
still:

BLACK FLAG

 OVER THE WATER, SANDAY,
ORKNEY.

Printed by Anarchy Collective,
London.

There were several things wrong with our
last issue (which somewhat marred the new
format and smart lay out): as if we didn't
havestnough trouble getting feedback, renew-
als and so on, or persuading people that our
mail address is genuine, the price, subscription
and address were all inexplicably omitted.
The paper hasn't gone clandestine yet, just
absent-minded. Also, about half the copies
which went out were wrongly collated but
we figured that readers might well re-
assort the pages themselves (they should
obviously go from 1, 2, 3 etc rather than
1, 9,10, 7 and so on).

This hitch has somewhat dried up mail
coming in but if you're thinking of renewing
your sub. or sending us something, we hope
you'll do so now. It would be appreciated
if people could let us know when NOT to
send copies. . . we go on in some cases
sending month after month and even year
after year to old addresses, which brings
down any chance we might have of not
sinking deeper in the red each issue.
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Marie Murray, who was condemned to hang
for the alleged murder of a policeman in a
Dublin bank raid, has won a literary reward
in Ireland. The conviction of Marie ð in the
absence of a jury, on ñevidenceò obtained by
torture, still stains Irish justice and shows
it to be of exactly the same breed as the
justice obtained north of the Border which
the Irish authorities sometimes (generally
at election times) denounce.

Marie, who has been held in severe
restriction because of her anarchist views,
and forbidden to correspond with her
friends, took top prize in a competition
organised by the Mental Health
Association of Ireland for her play ñMay the
Young Moonò.

Noel, sentenced at the same time, also
remains in The Curragh and mail is erratic
ð ours certainly never gets there. In this
manner the Irish Government has been able
to block the'case against the Republic
and the Garda to rec over Anarchist Black
Cross funds confiscated when the Murrays
were arrested. This could be used to finance
a further action, at Strasbourg, to fight
for the restoration of conjugal rights to the
couple. But without a prior interview with .
Noel or Marie, the action cannot be brought.
no

ANARCHO-QUIZ

I.wI-IIcI-I (WESTERN BLOC) PRIME
IvIINIs"rERôs SPEECHES ARE
WRITTEN BY A COMMUNIST
PARTY HACK OF LoNG
STANDING?

If we got paid for every issue we sent out 2_ wH|cH 5-|-A-I-ESMAN OF THE
we'd have a modest profit to use for our
prisoner support work: as it is, we simply
can't look to sales to support it, though we
do charge prisoner support postages to the
Flag, so the Black Cross can operate on the
Dickensian sum of ñnothing a week, and
keep yourself" and reserve all money received
for our prisoners, or enable people to contact
them directly, which is far better.

Though we use Over the Water for our
mailing address, the problems of the Flag
are separate from those of Cienfuegos Press.
The Flag could survive on its sales - it is
only the wasted postages and unpaid copies

THIRTIES - THEN HAILED As A
LEADING ANTI-FASCIST BUT
SINCE DENOUNCED BY THE
TRENDY LEFT As AN IMPER-
IALIST - Is REGARDED As A
KEY FIGURE OF BLACK
POWER TODAY BY MANY:
THOUGH I-IE NEvER REGARDED
HIMSELF AS OF THE NEGRO
RACE BUT INVARIABLY BOAST-
ED or-' HIS CLAIMS TO JEWISH
DESCENT?

that drag it down constantly. 3. WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE
The problems of Cienfuegos Press were

succinctly set out in an article by
OF GENERAL IvIoLA"s cuv OF
COFFEE BEING COLD?

Stuart Christie in óThe Times Higher _ 4- WHY HAS THE CANADIAN
Education Supplementô (reproduced as a
leaflet, which we handed out at the Social-
ist Book Fair.)

We have not been able to come out as
regularly as we would have liked. But this is
not a matter for which we can take the whole

GOVERNMENT PERSISTENTLY
IGNORED THE QUESTION OF
NAZI WAR CRIMES COMMITTED
BY PEOPLE NOW LIVING IN
CANADA?

blame. We hope to do better in the coming 5 HENRY FORD CORRECTLY
year. But ultimately it depends on the
degree of activity and to what extent the
anarchist movement exists. We have always
pioneered new Qound in our propaganda. We
hope that in the coming year it will be fertile
new ground.

subscriptions: Ã5 per 12 issues; answers on peg, 11
Ã10 airmail US, Aus, N.Z.
(or Ã5 searnail).
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PREDICTED AN OIL CRISIS; BUT
WHAT (TYPICALLY) WAS HIS
IDEA OF A SOLUTION?

6. WHAT HIGHLY TOPICAL MILIT-
ARY REFORM WAS FIRST PUT
FORWARD BY MACHIAVELLI?A

Back in the days when Spanish labour
was battling against the ruling class in
almost daily strikes (while the regf
of Europe the workers were figh ling
each other in a vain sacrifice to imper-
ialism), in the "anarchist ~districtsò
of Barcelona even the newsboys
(eight to eleven years old) came out
to demand more pay for peddling the
daily papers, (pro-German if monarch-
iih Pro-Allied if republican). The
proprietors sank their differences on
a fight against -these fearsome enem-
ies and called out the Guardia Civil.
In a cavalry attack upon the newsboys,
one armed Guardia Civil feel victim to
the stoning ð- he fell heavily, bleeding
from the eye.

The boy ð- from a home in which
father, mother, sisters, brothers were
supporters of the CNT (and whose
father was one of those who acted as
bodyguard to Salvador Segui ð the
fighting secretary of the unions
known affectionately as ñ-óSugarbabyñ
because his looks belied his tough-
ness) -ð was assured of support. But
Barcelona was not safe for him and he
escaped to France.

Thus Miguel Garcia at an early age
began his involvement in the inter-
national anarchist movement. He came
to speak French as well as Spanish.
He fought hard in both countries
for the libertarian ideal. When the
Civil War broke out he drove trucks
across the border bringing arms to
Spain until stopped. In the Plaza
Real, he and his friends and
acquaintances ègathered together
when the ýghting broke out. They
rushed around Barcelona seizing arms
from the gunshops. Had they not done
so, the Republic would have starved
them of arms to ýght the traitor
soldiers.

He went to the Saragossafront first,
then to the Madrid front where he
spend the rest of the Civil war.

When the war ended he fought on
against -Franco, and was finally sent
to a concentration camp where he
spent 2% years for ñre-educationò.
But, as he said, he was a ñbad pupilò.
There he met Facerias and the Sabater
brothers, and determined, with them,
to set up the organisation again
once released. They did so.~ On release
they joined the Spanish -Resistance
(1939-49) of which so little is known.

There were many aspects to it:
the smuggling of arms ' and people
over the frontier and down the mount-
ains from or to Barcelona. The re-
organisation of the unions of the
CNT. The sabotage against Franco
and especially against -the Axis war
effort. One by one the heros of the
Resistance ð bandits -after 1939
according to Franco, but only after
1945 according to the Allies! -.ð fell
to ambushes. -Only a few survived.
Massana, who died recently, ñlast
of the mountain guerrillasò. Miguel
Garcia, who died in London on the
morning of December 4th this year:
urban ýghter in France, organiser of
illegal printing presses in Barcelona,
part of the chain for escapees in
Catalonia.

Like many others Miguel was caught
and went to prison for 20 years
(after a death sentence had been
commuted) owing to international
pressure). He writes of this graphica-
lly in his book ñFrancoôs Prisonerò.
His comrade-in-arms died, but he
managed to survive. And after coming
out he entered into a new struggle.
Speaking fluent Italian, impeccable
French and not quite so good English,
he decided to go abroad and denounce
the Franco regime; organise fresh
resistance and work towards the
future. Without a penny, with noth-
ing to back him but sheer guts, he
came and joined us in the Black Cross
in London.

He spoke all over England and
Scotland, but also in West Germany
ð East Berlin too by a ruse ð France,
Belgium, Italy. .. . I remember so well
driving him from town to town and
the whoops of our delighted singing
after we had passed a forbidden
frontier (the Franco police never
queried an English car!)

When Miguel is book came out it was
widely reviewed, usually compared
with another book ñIn Hidingñ
about a Socialist major, also an oppon-

ent of Franco, who regarded the
anarchists-as ñfools In the preface
to the German version of ñFrancoôs
Prisonerñ Miguel commented typic-
ally that the mayor had spent thirty
years hiding in a cupboard just as -
for that matter - had German social-
ism. His book was forthe óToolsô,
in Germany and elsewhere, who.
resisted. His creed was: In front of
tyranny, no compromise, no quarter.
This paper owes ,a great debt to
Miguel Garcia for his advice, exper-
ience (and grumbling, sometimes, too).
What the international revolutionary
movement owes him no one will ever
fully know. His contacts in Spain
made it possible for us to help, a large
number _of libertarian prisoners; but
his contacts were not only in Spain.
All over Europe there are people
he helped one way or another (a
real intemationalist, he was just as
much concerned in helping people
to squat in London as re-building
the union movement in Catalonia).
At the time of his death he was try-
ing to see if he could visit the States
on a lecture tour ñand after that,
I ôll come to Africa with you. 7"
Miguel died of TB after a hard life

but one well worth while. He has
been a great inspiration to us all.

ALBERT MELTZER

óI 3i'%1=';' ' -I r ð ð _ .

A PERSONAL APPRECIA TION
I first met Miguel in I973. He was then
6 7 but could easily have been mistaken
for a man in his late 40 s. Squarely-built,
a shock of thick black hair brushed straight
back from his forehead, bespectacled,
and dressed casually in check work shirt
and corduroy trousers, he was anything
but the popular image of a Spanish Anar-
chist. -I had expected him to be an old
man, bowed down by his twenty years
in Francois prisons. Not a bitrof it. In-
stead, he seemed to have been actually
preserved by his years inside; held in sus-
pended animation whilst he stored up
energy and ideas for action. He had not
witnessed the years of defeat and internal
squabbling which had taken the life out
of the Spanish -Libertarian Movement
in exile. He had gone into prison fight-
ing, and that was the way he had come
out.

Miguel is comrades in arms, -who had
fought in the civil war had gone on fight-
ing in the ópeaceô - refusing the recognise
defeat - no longer functioned in any
organised - way by the time he was released
in I 96 9. Most were dead, still in prison,
or in exile. But a new generation had
sprung up whilst -Miguel was inside to
carry on the work of the libertarian Re-
ssistance. As soon Es he was released,-.
Miguel plunged straight back into the
struggle again. , as Intemational Secretarjv
of the newly.-reformed Anarchist -Black
Cross. -Bringing praclical aid to libertarian
prisoners all over the world, and making
solidarity an effective springboard to
mrlitant action, the aim of the Black Cross
was to build a revolutionary anarchist
International; not on paper, but out of
deeds. This was inktmmental in restruct-
uring the Resistance and (through the F01)
keeping alive the libertarian traditions in
the Spanish workers ô movement that led to
the re-emergence. of the CNT. As a result
of helping the anarchist fighters in Spain
such activity activated anarchist movement
in many other parts of the world, including
Britain, France, Belgium, and West Germany.
Miguel is part in all this was immaasureable.

My introduction to the revolutionary
anarchist -movement was -through the
campaign of solidarity with the resistance
groups of the MIL, and in particular the
attempts to save one of their members
Salvador Puig-Antich, from the garrot.
Puig-Antich was put to death with this
mediacval instrument at 4am, on 2nd
March 1974. Miguel had met the young
Catalan anarchist and liked him. But typic
ally his concern was for the living, for
continuing the struggle.






















