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l. Which l7th century English

A09"? Ã3-95 succeeded in introducing this
T913ñ Ã507-93 country to the criminal horror of

Exceptional problems, due to some slavery - possibly the ýrst to do so?
uncool behaviour, meant we were
faced with a major problem during 2_ which igin eeninry American
the production of the last fortnightly novelist brought the crimes of
which could have closed "5 down ' slavery to the attention of the US
we cannot comment at the moment. and the Wendi
However, if any items have gone astray
please let us know, such as subs not 3_ who first called p0]jÂe ópigsô -
being received and so on - this was and why pigsô inoffensive enough
literally due to forces beyond our nnimaisi nniike buns (as the
9Á""'Á|- ,_ German police are called)?
Black Flag wetter 1 9s4 page 2

4. Which Spanish political party
is called fish - oddly enough,
not because it happens to be the
slipperiest in Europeó?
5. Who are proud to be called
pigs and use the word themselves
þrough it was originally used
against them offensively?
6. What have eggs got to do with
Francoôs rise to power?
Answers on Page 39

Why is it we seem to fall behind on
circulation as compared to another
Fortnightlyó? One illustration: a reader
sent us in some months ago an article,
(about half the size of our fortnightly!)
ñIn Defence of Pacifismò, r etailing
arguments that weôve all heard before,
as if they were new - and which weôre
quiteó prepared to answer over and over
again - but adding a novel one (not
quite novel, originating from the reneg-
ade George Woodcock - the only one
whom we can trace morally degenerate
enough to make it) that the Libertarian
Youth of Spain murdered people for
the sheer hell of it, including all homo-
sexuals ñas they were against natureò,
and thatôs why Franco won and why
anarchism canôt work unless the non-
violent take charge

We didnôt publish it and say (if anyone
raised an eyebrow) that this did not
necessarily represent our point of view,
or sit smugly behind it if not asked. We
wrote back saying if he could: name
ONE instance of the Libertarian Youth
doing anything of the sort we would
publish the letter but we knew damn
well he was lying and would the shitbag
kindly get lost...

We even made it easy for him by saying
that there is no record of any homosex-
uals who were murdered as such in Spain
1936-9 but if he had proof, named one
instance (other than Garcia Lorca) killed
by fascists or anyone else, never m ind
anarchists, just for being homosexuals,
we would still degrade ourselv es by
publishing his letter.(Garcia Lorca was
murdered by the Centre, the Catholic
CEDA, not by the Falangists, though
by armed Francoists; chieþy because he
was known for mocking at Catholicism,
traditionalism and cherished I-lispanism.
He was a homosexual and it has been
alleged ,in defence of the Catholic CEDA,
that he was murdered for that reason
ñby the homosexual underworldò. That
was why we made the exception, but
MB donôt accept the version).

Anyway, needless to say,ó we never
heard from the creep again...probab1y
going around saying how ñviolentò we
are, what a load of tearaways honest
pun ks can get mixed up with...

The Libertarian Youth of Spain in the
thirties was made up of people who, if
they survived, are now into their sixties
and seventies. A lot did survive. Donôt
forget that, though the official member-
ship of the anarcho-syndicalist union
in 1936 is given as a million or two, the
anarchist movement as such was a lot
larger (just as the Labour voters of
Britain are more numerous than the
T.U.C.) . While Francoôs post war holo-
caust accounted for a million, and the
war time toll has never been reckoned,
thousands of theseveterans passed into
exile, or went to prison and possibly
had their death sentences commuted.

Still more stayed in Spain, concealed
their identity, trayelled around, maybe
changed their name, organised, resistedt...ñ "

during the years and loved by all. When
I showed aro und Miguel Garciaôs Story
everyone commented ñAh - Mamitaò at

Getting around a bit, a lot have become seeing that photo.
personal friends over the years. They
were into resist:-1nce...but tell me theyôre
sex murderers or maniac axe fiends and
my blood pressure goes up alarmingly...
So let me tellyou a delightful little
story from a recent visit to Spain....
Mamita

You surely must haveread ñMiguel
Garciaôs Story" (considering the slip-
up in communications by which we
have been selling it under price, despite
our huge expenditure on getting it
printed, anyone who h asnôt got it by
now from Black Flag canôt be reading it).
On page 20 there is a photograph of a
crowd of young people (waving riþes - .
donôt forget they werenôt used to them,
they were enthusiastic about the Revol-
ution and their stand against internation-
al fascism - in what has become a hist,
oric 1936 pose. But the people arenôt
actors. They are real people. In the
centre is a pretty girl whirling her riþe.
She is still alive. Rosa came through the
war and the genocidal repre ssion after-
wards, through the police raids on the
resistance, she helped in the resistance,
she is living in Barcelona today. Catalans
are as notorious for giving nicknames as
Cockneys for their rhyming slang. Hers
is now ñLa Marnitaò (Mummy) a grace-
ful old lady in her seventies, well known
in her barrio for her anti-fascist activities
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Iôve been having a half hour visit with
Marie Murray every week since I
came here in May, and before that I
got to see her once every two
months. The conjugal rights campaign
is not quite as dead as the article in
BLACK FLAG suggests. A fund was
set up at the time to cover legal expenses
and we initiated a case in the high -
court and we expect some movement
on it shortly after Xmas. The solicitor
has been making some moves recently
to have it speededup. I donôt know
what the state of the fund is but I A
think thereôs enough there to. get
things moving anyway.

It sounds as if the CNT are beginn-
ing to get fairly well organized again.
How many members do they have
now? It wouldnôt be any harm to have
a good strong syndicalist trade union
movement in Britain just now. It looks
as if the TUC has conceded defeat in the Limerick Gaol. County Limerick, Ireland

_ struggle. It looks like there will be no

Rosa, or Mamita, is one instance of
someone who has literally passedthrough
the valley of the shadow of death, and
come out unscathed. But a great many
who passed through that same valley
are now iiving in desperate circumstances.
Franco ñgaveò nothing to the vanquished,
the Spanish State - now under control of
the Socialists - ñgivesò nothing by way
of war pensions to the losers - only to
those who served the invaders. War vet-
erahs, crippled perhaps limbless, shine
shoes in Spain or live on spasmodic
charity in France. There are people who
served sentences of ten or fifteen years
under Franco, just for being Anarchists.
Now, in their old age, they have nothing.
There are a few from the action groups
in France who have spent years first in
French, then German, concentration
camps, and finally in French or Spanish
prisons. _ o

Does this explain our revulsion from
the anti-anarchist sentiments of would-
be anarchists, who think ñanarchismò
may be summed up in peace, fancy hair
styling and punk music, or the anti-
syndicalist rubbish printed in another
Fortnightly, which includes such airy-
fairy generalisations as ñOh, the Spanish
syndicalists - well they entered the
government...ò without comment.

more strikes unless the membership
decide to challenge Tebbitôs law with-
out the backing of the TUC.

If you have any contact with the
Vancouver 5 you could send them my
best wishes. I hope things work out
alright for them. The anti Nuke cam- A
paign seems to have really taken off in
the last year. I think the Greenham
women are doing a great job but it
looks bad when they turn back bus
loads of men who turn up to support
them (I? ðð typesetter). The CND
seem to be fairly widely organized
over here now too, but they donôt
seem to be doing a lot.

Marie is in very good form. She
finished her exams in June and is
trying to organize a course now for

s a masters degree. It would be better
for anybody writing to us to write
to us separately as there are different
censors for the menôs and womenôs
prisons so any letter addressed to
us jointly would have to be censored
three times. _

1 Th_atôs all for now. Happy New
Year. . A

1- Noel Murray

Noel & Marie Murray
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