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Fortnightly.
Printing (all paid for) 1837.00
Postage 323.53
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2237.69
Sales and subs. 1038.03
Donations* 345.00
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1383.03

Loss 854.66
Deficit carried forward 891.70

Ã15555
it it all
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All they think about is mo Y

* London As Ã150; Doncaster As Ã5;
Surrey LD Ã10; Cambridge PN Ã15;
London JG Ã50; VWV Ã30; Hull C Ã4;
Crewe RW Ã1 1.50; also ACW Ã1.50;
GA Ã15; AR Ã10;JT Ã10; M Ã34
Total Ã345
Ã1700 odd is a large slide to be carrying
forward in the hope that one day our
ship will come in. A good job we all
earn our living elsewhere! However,
despite the heavy deficit, the amount
we actually lose -ð- which seems to have
stabilised at Ã800 odd a quarter -
isnót totally insurmountable. Our entire.
deficit would vanish with a couple of
hundred new subs. A large number of
new subs came in with our Stateman
advert -ð paid for by a sympathiser -
and, who knows, some more subscribers
may come from people who like to have
an anarchist journal once a fortnight
and have previously thought they could
do without us.
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Picketing and the Anti-Union Legislators; Muhsam:
the Man and His Work; The IWA Congress - Madrid
April 1984; Soldiers Councils in the British Army
during WWII and much more. . .

1. ln 1942 the Germans were planning 4. _]uan Lechin is today leader of the
a coup d'etat in Spain aiming to instal Bolivian miners, an Anarchist ocupy-
Foreign Minister Serrano Suner (who ing 3 tfadg unign position which is
was Francoôs brother in law) as Chiýf the centre of a revolutionary struggle
of State. What foiled them? for the takeover of the mines. How

2. A famous pianist became President did the mining ó;iómPangô fflmehto
of his country because it lacked PfnPlÁY 50 ñOm P 3 re P 1ñ t P
sufficient famous politicians, who was ýrst Place?
he, and what caused his death? 5. Someone whohas been commem-

3. For what reason would a reader at Oratýd in Israel as 3-]ew_óSh ýghter
the British Museum need to call upon PUT frýýdþrll because of rnvolvergent
three trustees ð- one of them having In 3 C0nS_Plmc_y to klñ Hjltler ha m
to be the Archbishop of Cantebury? faCt_ no t_óúS ñnth any mhgous ornationalist body and was an

independent socialist who worked
entirely with anarchists. Who?
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TYRANNY BY CONSENT

óThe Mediaó has become a flip phrase to
cover the brainwashing which all govern-
ments need in order to remain the ruling
power. Tyranny by repression is the most
expensive way of going about a job that can
be better carried out by persuasion. Even if a
State need to bring out the tanks in order to
reinforce its arguments, it still needs to
persuade at least part of the population -ð if
only the military -ð and may as well rule, if
it can, directly by persuasion.

Tyranny by persuasion is at work in
all democratic countries, relying on exciting
false emotions by false emphais, formenting
prejudices, hatreds, attachments, dislikes,
attitudes, ambitions and above all trying to
identify State with the nation and nation with
people.

No democatic safeguards have yet with-
stood mass conditioning; it is a condition for
social change that the conditioning pro-
gramme be smashed.

Of what use is it that people in Russia
genuinely believe in peace, when the Russians
have been conditioned to believe that peace
simply means the absence of war against
Russia, while the Russian State's going to war
with whomever it chooses is merely defence?

What difference does it make that in
the democratic countries we have the vote,
when all we can elect is a tyranny only
modifiable in its personnel?

Governments want us settled, loyal,
obedient and impressed with the need to obey
by the ósoft policeó of the media or, if we are
not, forced to do so by the óhard politicingó of
the military or police authorities, with this
behaviour being regarded as anti-social.

When one looks at the immense problems
of confronting an entrenched ruling class, a
strong State not in military defeat, and a
government which may or may not be strong
in political issues but is invariably so on
matters of security (especially against its
óownô peoplel, the wonder is that anyone tries
to establish a revolutionary movement. Yet
this has been clone successfully, to be frustrat-
ed by the fact that the State then uses its own
antidote. This was done at one time by
fascism simulating anti-capitalist movements
in order to bring the working class back to
slavery. lt is done in our time by the univer-
sity. Basing itself on the premise of marxism
that the workers must be led by an óeducatedô
clogs, learned and not-so-learned professors
pre-empt us with slogans and theses and
invent socialist theories affording alternative
ways of entrusting themselves with leadership,
or at the very least, to trim working class
ideologies into respectability.

Marxism introduced a new theme into
órevoolutionó ð domination by a so-called
educated vanguard. Though in Russia this has
degenerated into military rule and a central-
ised leadership of ageing officials, keeping
alive the Great Scholar's memory, we see its
effect at its most typical in Libya, where -
with not the slightest effect on the way of life
of a country that has gone from feudalism
through fascist rule to ósocialismô ð we see
Gaddafiós distortion of óassemblyismó.

The students are the revolutionary leader-
ship, but what are they supposed to be
revolting against ð except the heretics from
Islam - is hard to see. The fantasy ofóworkers
councilsó in Libya which means that great
crowds of people are gathered together to
scream at each other and denounce the very
bureaucracy they are working to keep, while

the Leader oks on beaming at this very
democratic way of going about things which
does not affect his autocracy in the slightest,
is copied from China where Mao had the
bright idea of being óboth Stalin and Trotsky
in his own cultural revolution, and leading
both government and opposition, his own
administrators obligingly enacting the part of
stage villains in return for starring parts.

If as Anarchists our struggle against
the main tendencies of the day seems hopeless,
we have at least achieved a Pyrrhic victory in
that, while social conditions are ruled by
sheer weight of profit and privilege, and
working lives by more stringent dictatorship
than ever (reinforced by the threat of a non-
working life if we disobeyl, many have
managed to conquer leisure time living.
Yes, we can be weekend Anarchists, epecially if
we express it by way of exuberance, music or
dress! This alternative to anarchism is at least
halfacceptable to the State, provided it
keeps within prescribed limits, especially
if it adopts a pacifist restraint, particularly if
it succeeds in dividing the younger from the
older, the unemployed from those still
working, the adventurous from those with
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ledge away from the anarchists by instinct
lf these conditions can be maintained cynicism
and apathy are bred into which much of what
passed a few years ago for the Anarchistó
movement (the new, the óre-inventedó, the
ónon-violentó) has fallen. óWhy Work?ó has
been followed by óWhy struggleó, ówhy do
anythingô; above all, why carry on a seemingly
hope-lea battle by sacrificing time, leisure,
money ð in hard times, liberty, even life??

These questions are forced upon us
by contemporary values, yet ð though
they may induce many to give up in despair
or find an illusory harbour in power politics -
the people everywhere are prepared to accept
anarchist values and to reject authoritarian
ones, in mainstream life no less than in
leisureó. '

What prevents the breakthrough? Those
adhering to the values consitently put forward
in Black Flag and its allied publications have
always maintained that the responsibility is in
no way less due to those who perpetuate the
fascist misrepresentation of anarchism - as
criminal of itself ð than of those who have
wanted to cash in on the name of anarchism
without commitment to the revolutionary
idea of anarchism, or its means of achievement,
or of the firm possibility of its reality once
the will is there.

commitments, above all, anarchists by know-
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COMITE PRO -PRESOS CNT - AIT

SOLIDARITY FUNDS

Anarchist Black Cross
Mutual aid fund i/h Ã163.78; Guam
SS Ã59.40. Fledistributed to Spanish
veterans of civil war in France and
Spain, eight amounts of Ã25 ð Ã200.
Balance Ã23.18.
CNT prisoners Liverpool As Ã6;
Sheffield RB Ã6; Surrey L0 Ã10; '
Ulster JB Ã12; Cambridge PN Ã10;
0rlando Black Cross Ã1 - Balance
Ã45.
In hand for Vancouver 5 ð Ã10.
We were able to send a number of
veterans their end-of-year donation;
hopefully we can do more of this in
future. Veterans of the revolution are
in their seventies and eighties, working
as sh oeblacks or car park attendants if
they're lucky. Maybe it's only a drop
in the ocean but it's appreciated.

CNT PRISON ERS FUND

Many thanks to all comrades who sent
us donations for the CNT Prisoners
Fund. We managed to pass on Ã55 in
January 1984 when a comrade visited
the CNT/IWA in Madrid. We shall have
also passed on another Ã53 by the end
of April 1984 when some of us attend
the IWA Congress (again in Madrid).
The fund is still open and more donat-
ions are very welcome. All donations
received go to the Comite Pro-Presos
CNT-AIT (IWA) -- (The CNT's Prisoners
Support Committee).

Thanks again,
Black Flag Collective.

Here's a list of donations received so far:
PN (Cambridge) Ã5; LAG (Liverpool)
Ã5; RB (Manchester) Ã6';.S'teve (Heading)
Ã5;Ba/lymena Anarchist Group Ã73;
LFD (Surrey) Ã10; Black Flag Collect-
ive Ã14; TH (London) Ã70;.S'B (Ccsham)
Ã5; H/I/I (Landon /l/W6") Ã5; MP (L ondan
SW7) Ã2; Anarchist Prisoners Benefit
Ã77.

Total: Ã108
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