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photocopying) 50.34
Postage 470.28

----- 2219.62
Sales and subs 1898.27
Donations* _ 496.76

2395.03
2279.62

We actually finished up in the period
April 1984-Aug 1984 Ã115.46 in the black.
Overall deficit on whole

83-84 c/fwd 1146.36
Less 115.46

New deficit on 83-84
period 1630.95

Having turned out so many issues in

Volume Vll No. 7 I Black FlaglBlack Cross, BM Hurricane, Distribution by A Disnibution, 84b
Autumn 1934 Qua|-te|-|y London WC1 3XX., Whitechapel High Street, London E1.

Published, typeset and layout by Discounts 1/3 to Bookshops and
Black Flag Collective. I Bulk orders. I
Printed by Aldgate Press, 84b White-  

S1-A-|-E OF PLAY chapel High Street, London E1.
Balance sheet to August 31 1984
Black Flag quarterly and fortnightly
Printing (paid up to date) 1759.00
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AS WE GO TO PR ESS' _
DIRECT ACTION INTENSIFIES
PREPARING FOR CIVILWAR
CIVIL WAR PART l, 2 & 36
GERMANY I6
LIBERTARIAN PRISONERS. 19
HOW NEAR WERE WE TO REVOLUTION? 20
MEXICAN INDIANS 23
ERICI-I MUHSAM 24
FREEDOM ASASOCIAL PRINCIPLE 28
VANCOUVER 5

WHAT IS THE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT
DECENTRALISED TOTALITARIANISM %

36
37REVIEWS a LETTERS

our fortnightly series as well as embark- NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES
ing on the expensive quarterly, it is a
pleasant surprise to realise that so far
from increasing our massive imbalance
incurred during 1983/84, we have
dented it. What can we say but keep
up the good work? Usual nil contribut-
ion from Moscow, World Council of
Churches, CIA and GLC Working
for London grant. . . usual nil pay-
ment for salaries.

*Donations Derbyshire MC Ã5; Devon
Ã10 Minn, US DD Ã19.71 Briston A's
Ã40; KP .75; LP Ã10;-Leics PM Ã1 1;ñ
Lanc CP Ã1 ; SW London JG Ã80;
N. London LF Ã6; Shipley T6 Ã3.50;
Cambs PIN Ã17.50; London PP Ã5; y
M & P Ã40; AM Ã100; TH Ã100; LP
Ã1, GH Ã15; FAU comrade Ã1.30;
Canada PD Ã30; TOTAL Ã496.76

MUTUAL AID/SOLIDARITY
Carried forwardó Ã23.18; Guam
SS Ã37.01; Cambridge A's Ã6; London
PR Ã1.06; Total in Hand Ã67.25. (Also
still in hand Ã10 for Vancouver prison-
ers ð any more donations before we
send? ð and Ã45 for CNT Prisoners).
Very quiet on this front no doubt
because of the large donations from
every quarter going direct to minersô
families. Don't forget that for Spanish
veterans we intend to make an annual
end-of-year-habit of sending off
remittances (see last issue). ,

FRONT PAGE. Top: Scab Coach company, Thompson
Tours of Trenthnn, attacked by nnboteurs,
causing Ã150,000 worth of damage.
Bottom: Burnt out core (end supermarket
trolliesl used by pickets an I barricade at
Silverwood Colliery.

Black Flag Autumn I 984 Page 2

Combined Subscription:
Quarterly Magazine & fortnightly
News Bulletin: I
12 months: Ã12 Inland & Surface,

Ã19 Air.
6 months: Ã6.50 Inland & Surface,

Ã10 Air.
We have had to increase the subs
(the first time for 2% years) because
of increase in postage costs and the
cover price. Current subscribers _
whose sub has not yet run out will
get their copies of Black Flag sent
as usual, without having to send on
the extra money.

ANARCHO- QUIZ
1. What was the nationality at birth
of Francois Villon and Napoleon
Bonaparte? " 2 ~ _

2. Of what impossible crime! was
Anarchist óChicago Martyrô Albert
Parsons accused of, long before
the Haymarket Trial, and how did
Lucy Parsons cover up for him?
3. What atrocity, alleged by Con-
servatives to have been committed
by the Bolsheviks in Russia, and
later by the Anarchists in Spain,
is now a regular feature of British
life? s

4. The Uscoques were a sort of
Italianco-operative trust in the

16th century, blessed by the Church '
Church, in which the public of
Segna took shares and were paid
dividends. It was esteemed a public

The 6 monthly rate hopefully will
encourage more readers to subscribe
and so help us pay our bills.

Prisoners, upon request receive
Black Flag free. We exchange with
other Anarchist movement papers.

Donations are always gratefully
accepted, and don't forget the Black
Cross too!

wó

and religous enterprise -ð but what
was its business? 2
5. In which countries could
animals once be tried by a judge
and condemned to death; and in
which country can they still be
legally sentenced to prison?

6. All Cunard liners had names
ending in "...iaô (Berengaria, Lusitania
etc) -ð why did they suddenly
change their policy and call the
Queen Mary by that name?

Answers on page

NOTE: ð A misprint in our last
issue Quiz had Paderewski dying
in his native Poland - it was in
fact Portugal. Poland was under
Nazi occupation.

Answers on page 39
|

I.|

it is rare that an Anarchist paper's editorial
is a criticism of Anarchism from a Marxist

1 journal, Socialist Worker. That the organ of
ó~ the SWP feels it necessary to publish óThe

Case Against Anarchismô may be regarded as
an acknowledgement of a growing interest
in Anarchism and it obviously has to make
unfavourable reference. But before accepting
the tributes to our magnamimity and object-
ivity, let us say we regard the article as fair
ð something rare indeed in Marxist circles,
however óhumanist Marxistô.
MARXISM has always had to compete
with rival theories in its struggle for
influence over the working class and
oppressed. its main rivals, apart from
straightforward capitalist ideology,
have been social democratic reform-
ism (discussed last week) and Stalin-
ism (dealt with a few weeks ago),
but there has usually been an alter-
native standing, apparently, to the left
of Marxism, namely anarchism.

Anarchism clearly is not an important
political force in Britain today, but at
various times in the history of the revolut-
ionary movement (most notably in the
Spanish Civil War) it has exercised some
considerable influence. Even now it has
definite attractions for the young and
rebellious.

ABSU RD
Consequently it is quite likely that at

some point Socialist Worker readers will
come up against some anarchist arguments.
What then are the main differences between
Marxism and anarchism and what is the
Marxist case against it?

First let us be clear that Marxists cannot
afford simply to scornanarchism in the
way capitalist ócommon senseó does. This is
because the ultimate goal- of anarchism -
a society of real freedom and equality in
which there is no longer a state or any
form of oppression of people by people ð
is one that Marxists share.

Supporters of the present order dismiss
such an aim as absurd. Marxists do not. Our
disagreements with anarchism are not over
the ultimate aim but over how to achieve
it, that is, how society is to be changed.

The starting point of this disagreement
is a different view of the root cause of
exploitation and oppression. To the anar-
chist the root cause is power. Power, in and
of itself, power in all its forms ð state
power, the power of political parties and
unions and every other kind of authority
and leadership. Anarchists believe that it
is the existence of this power and authority
which creates class divisions and all other
kinds of inequality and oppression.

Their óstrategyô therefore is to denounce
and renounce, on principle, all manifestat-
ions of power and authority, and above
all every kind of state power. To these they
counterpose the absolute freedom of the
individual and the purely spontaneous re-
bellion of the masses.

Anarchism is thus essentially a moral
stance. It lacks any historical analysis of
how the things it opposes came about or
of why it should be possible to get rid of
them now, rather than any time in the
past. It simply condemns óevilô and fights for
ógoodh

In contrast Marxism does not regard
the state (or ópowerôin general) as the
fundamental problem. Rather it explains
the emergence of the state as the product
of the division of society into antagonistic
classes. This in turn is explained as the
consequence of a certain stage in the devel-
opment of the forces of production.

The central task therefore is the abolition
of class divisions. This can be achieved
only through the victory of the working
class over the capitalistic class. For this the
working class requires organisation and
leadership (trade unions, the revolutionary
party etc), and the use of power ð- from

the mass picket up to and including the
creation of ltsown workersó state to comba;
counter-revolution. A

it is this last point which arouses the
particular ire of the anarchists who echo"the
bourgeois arguments that revolutionary
power leads inevitably to tyranny (that
Lenlnism leads inevitably to Stalinism etc).
However, anarchism has failed to come up
with any serious alternative way of resist-
ance of the capitalists and their efforts to
restore the old order.

So far we have been discussing ópureô
anarchism which has its social basis in the
radical petty bourgeoisie which feels alien-
ated from both the power of big capital and
the power of the working class.

MERGE
In so far as anarchism has attempted to

gain a base in the working class, it has had
to abandon some of its individ uallst princip-
les and accept the need ófor collective
organisation. Thus it has tended to merge

turn to individual violence or undisciplined
unionism (either of the type seen in the
minersô strike today! -ð through
capitalist concentration, were frustrated,
independent, and undisciplined; they would
turn to individual violence or undisciplined
unionism (either of the type seen in the
minersô strike today! ð though not self-
employed, they have got used to more leisure,
possessions and so on, in good times).

None of this makes ordinary common
sense if by petty-bourgeois is meant what it
means today, chartered accountants, solicit-
ors, bank managers etc. Marx wasn't that
stupid! His followers are stupid or perhaps
crafty.

Th term individualism has also altered
its meaning ð since it has been appropriated
by the bowler-hatted,.striped-suited attache-
case carrying Conservative. But if one looks
say, at the story of the American IWW organis-
ing the hoboes, farm workers, railway workers,
miners, catering workers, one can see how
individualistic revolutionary syndicalism can
be! if Boxcar Bertha or Joe Hill weren't
individualists but Olga Maitland and.
John Junor are, the term has just become
gobbledegook.

with syndicalisrn, ie revolutionary trade
unionism which rejects participation in
óbourgeoisô politics and the role of the
revolutionary party.

It is as anarcho-synclicalism that anar-
chism has come closest to Marxism, and in
the wake of the Russian Revolution many
anarcho-syndicaiists were drawn to the
Communist International. Nevertheless, its
lack of theory, its absenteeism from politics
which leaves the field to the reformists,
and its failure to think through the realities
of workersô power. continue to make anarch-
ism even in its synclicalist form inadequate
for the working class.

Thus in general anarchism remains a
negative and marginal doctrine. It condemns
capitalism, condemns the reformists, and
condemns the Marxists.

From Socialist Worker, August, 1984.

The first disagreement only comes when
it says that Anarchism ólacks anyuhistorical
analysisó (we are usually accused of too much).
Every theory has its own particular historical
analysis, even fascism, but what they mean
is that the Marxist historical analysis above is
infallible (and divine). Marx held that social-
ism is inevitably destined by history and he
compared his economic theory of the evolut-
ion of socialism with Darwin's theory of the
development of biological species. (In effect,
he rejects revolution as orthodox Darwinism
rejects catastrophism) .

The Marxists of today take Marx's analysis
as an accepted truth, as the Christian accepts
that Jesus died to save the world. Regardless
of the truth or otherwise of the Christian or
the Marxist claims, the dogmas are patently
false: socialism isn't inevitable and the world
isn't saved. Everyone knows those simple
facts but expressed as dogma they are accept-
ed as truths. I

Despite herlhis refreshingly fair analysis,
the writer falls for the Marxist con-tricir on
anarchism. Words change their meaning and
in Marx's day the term ópetty bourgeoisô
meant the self-employed worker, the book-
binder, printer, mechanic, blacksmith, cook,

rtwright,carpenter, dressmaker ð as distinct
from the real óBourgeoisô, the employer and
merchant. The peasants worked on the fields
and the óproletariatô slaved in the factories
for up to 18 hours a day. They couldn't
it was presumed by Marx, have time to
think for themselves, but as they accepted
factory discipline and could ð led by a
óthinkingô and educated class ð accept party
discipiline and take over power. The self-
employed, forced into the factories by
capitalist concentration, were frustrated,
independent, and undisciplined; they would

_-.

Oddly, it is hard to fault the statement
that óanarchism, even in its syndicalist formó
ð that is, working class anarchism - has
proved óinadequateô for the working-class.
(Perhaps a better word is óinappropriateôl .
Those of the working class who want things
done for them and who accept things as they
are, and those who have built up organit-
ions alike, have been pushed out of their own
movement, anarchist or socialist, and as a mass
hail Hitler or vote Tory. The reason for this
has been the triumph of the óeducated classô
on which Marx placed such store. But the
important thing is that where anarchism is
of little account there is no working class
struggle at all. The British labour move-
ment, and many others, is centred round
reformism; the Russian scene is a crushing
defeat for the workers and in totalitarian
countries there is no room for anarchism but
individual armed struggle. That is not to
condemn anarchism. it is to point to its
necessity.
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