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IS TROTSKYISM A LEFT WING DE VIA TION?
As we pointed out in the Flag (Vol. V. No. 7) there are three main divisions of
Marxist-Leninism:
1. Moscow line, the revised Stalinism;
2. Maoism, and its many splits and counter-splits: the old Stalinism sometimes
interlaced with Bolshevik pre-revolution dynamism and sometimes with a total 5
rejection of all Marxist dogmatism, as opposed to Leninist dogmatism;
3. The óS7 varietiesô of Trotskyism.

This in itself makes the revolutionary party outmoded. Leninôs theory was 0
based on the fact that there could only be one working class party ð- óin deýance
of the palpable fact that he had split from the main party (but that had ósold ;
out to the bourgeoisieô). In Leninist terms, the one party had the right to suppress
all the others. But what if there were more than one Leninist party, each able to
outbid or undercut the otheró?

We cited Portugal, where the Communist Party was within an ace of seizing r
power, but it was outflanked by its rivals, who in turn could not take power
because they too were outflanked by yet another. And this is the modem dilemma  
of Marxist-Leninism: there will now always be another minor party, the real
ñvanguard of the proletariatò underselling the rest for leadership.

HOW TO SOL VE THE DILEMMA?
When writing the article, we thought

to suggest satirically that a decision on
which one was the party of the working
class, and the genuine óvanguardô, could
be made by an appeal to the High Court
of Justice. No doubt a decision bye
someone like Lord Denning or an appeal
to the House of Lords would come
down ýrmly in favour of the appeals of
one or tôother. We didnôt put this bit in
thinking it was too þippant. We were
wrong. You canôt be too þippant when
dealing with ñTrotskyism ð the Marxism
of Todayô .. Such on appeal has gone
through the courts, the ýnding being
in favour of the Labour Party!

TAPEworm PRECEDENT  
The so-called óRight Wingô of the '

Labour Party has denounced the
Militant Tendency as a tapeworm, work-
ing within the party for aims contrary
to those of the party and its supporters.
This is plain. This mistake they make is
to assess the Militant Tendency in its
own terms as a left wing tendency.
Trotskyism is, and has always been -
and was regarded by its parent party,
the Communist Party ð a right wing
tendency. That it uses left wing phrases
makes no difference ð many fascist
tendencies do that nowadays. This
cannot be better shown than by the
proposed appeal to the High Court,
and if needs be the House of Lords -
which, if successful, will mean that the
National Front, British National Party
et at will then be able to enter the
Labour Party, as they have already
entered the trade union movement,
armed with a legal precedent against
proscription. (Nor will they lack support
amongst Labour Party racialists; perhaps
a majority in the membership, although
a minority in the leadership).

The Militant Tendency, it maybe
said, (and certainly will be said by
other Trotskyists) is not the whole of
Trotskyism... All Trotskyists, as we shall
demonstrate here, are rightists in the
sense of aiming at authoritarian power.
But the Tendency - we shall no longer
debase the name ofMilitant, but call
it by its true name, the Tapewonn
Tendency ð has hit on the secret of the

Labour Party, which accounts for its
present position riding on the crest of
the waves. It has no inþuence among the
working class. Its inþuence is solely
in the Labour Party because of its black-
mailing use of the ñsecretò.

THE LABOUR PARTY óSECRETô
The Labour Party may be, in Marxist

terms, ña mass organisation of the work-
ing classô. But the working class hate it.
They no longer belong to it. A few
ageing veterans have kept the branches
going. The caucus selects prospective
MPs who in working class constituencies
have beaten Conservatives easily because
the vote goes on class lines. Thus all
constituencies identiýable as working
class have become safe Labour seats;
constituencies identiýable as ómiddle
classô (or regarding themselves as such)
have become safe Tory seats; and other
constituencies are ómarginalsô. To
become a Labour MP with 30,000 votes
one has need of the assent of half a
dozen veteran reformists (to become a
Tory MP with 30,000 votes one has need
of Ã30,000, although this has increased
with inþation). To introduce a mere
dozen student and ex-student activist
Trots into a constituency - if necessary,
by moving into a bedsit ð a Labour seat
can be obtained for a ñRevolutionary
Socialist ò. This is known as ñentryismò
and is the speciality of the Tapeworm
Tendency.

(A list of former Trots disproves that
entryism is ñLeftishò: a present member
of the Government, Lord Gowrie, came
from the I.S. tendency, now SWP; Jock
Haston moved to the extreme right of
the Labour Party after his leadership of
the RCP; Dan Smith involved the Labour
Party in his business deals after moving
from the RCP; Denis Healey, present
rightist vice-chairman of the LP came
from the Communist Party, itôs true,
but his campaign manager, Eric Varley
came from the IMG, and Healey was
later a member of the RCP as was the
late Bessie Braddock : one could also
instance the Tapeworm Tendencyôs own
John Fairhall, Ted Grantôs ex-flatmate,
who is now a Tory candidate. A former
Labour councillor tells me of a London
Labour Party ódoô he attended with MPs,
candidates, councillors, committee workers
and officials, where he recognised ð from
his trot past - at least half of the 500
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Overcrowding in prisons general repression Cremeñ Her we would hope! wouldô - teach these upstarts that rt rs not poss-and the murder of Barry Prosser earlier this
year by screws in Winson Green Prison, are
some of the reasons given by a group calling
itself the óAngry Brigade Resistance Move
mentñ, for the bomb attack on property
belonging to the Prison Officers Training
College in Wakefield. lt is possible that the
instigators were disturbed as the bomb, a
minor device, only damaged a perpheral

ible for the Angry_Brigade to óre-formô-
lt wasnôt an organrsation, nor was it
a single grouping- but an expression
of the anger and contempt many
people, up and down the country,
had for the state and its institutions.
ln this sense, the Angry Brigade is with
us all the time(the man or woman
sitting next to you ?) - it neithersecurity fence. Alternatively, it could

have been just a symbolic attack. If this
rs the case, then we should ask what was
the point. The building itself was
apparently under repair and in disuse.
The follow-up raids, enabling the
expripriation of the typewriters, address
lists and other information ð was in-
evitable, although its targets (12 Direct
Action Movement members in Hull
and Leeds, and the Premises of Free-

appears or disappears (or re-forms)
but is the natural manifestation of
revolt when that revolt is directed at
the heart of all that causes suffering:
the state.
N.B.
About a year ago, an indication of the
general level of unrest was given when
a communique was published by
óAngry Brigade 2/l.R.S.M.) in Black
Flag. This gave a clear and well-stated

dom Press) was not .
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Sixteen hours after the incident, a woman
phoned the_Yo_rkshire Post and explain
ed that therr a|m was to damage property
only. The local police claimed never to
have heard of the Angry Brigade and later
the same cops - Special Branch based at
Wakefield - further showed their ignorance r
and incompetence when they made a
mess of their óraidô on Freedom, allow-
ing people phonecalls and generally mak-
ing fools of themselves. One London-
based A.T.S. officer is reported to have
said that it was unlikely that the Angry
Brigade had re-formed (Does he mean
the original group arrested and found
guilty of certain attacks in the early
70ôs, or the real instigators of those
attacks ?) Perhaps itôs time they once
more called upon the services of the
Yardôs óAnarchist Expertô, Inspector

idea of the direction in which many
of us are , and should be, going. Re-
sistance can take on many forms, and
the attack in Wakefield is just one of
them. Unfortunately Barry Prosserôs
murderers - Melvyn lackson, Eric Smith,
Howard Price and others - still walk free
Barryôs death is just one example of the
kind of brutality prevalent in Britain's
jails. The deaths of óCartoonô Camp-
bell and Jim Heather-Hayes are more
recent examples. Prosser, who was sim-
ply inside for ócriminal damage toa
door handleô, died of a burst stomach
when the screws jumped on top of him
while in the process of doing him in.
His attackers later boasted that they
would never be found guilty, and sure
enough, they got off scot free.
It was this that forced Mike Waight to
take direct action in protest. Mike,
who is serving life in Winson Green,
assulted 2 screws and climbed onto the
roof of the prison to make his protest
known. He had heard of the boasts of
Prosserôs killers and he had witnessed
the continued violence and torture
meted out against the inmates. During
the trial Mike described such violence
in detail.
;Let-ters of support would, no doubt,
be appreciated. S
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New deficit brought forward Ã244-95
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London JT Ã10; GJ Ã72; TH Ã35; Friends

 of Kate Sharpley Ã50; PBG Ã5; Mrs W.
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** We have got fed up with perpetually
carrying forward our deficit, which
frightens every one who looks at it, so
have finally ñwritten it offò. It represents
over eleven years; it has accumulated.
somewhat less than the Treasurer would
have paid in cigarettes if he hadn't given
up the habit so he rests content with the
fact that it will never be met. We would
have included it as a donation but it
would have looked a bit incredible; it
built up by insidious fives and tens over
the years. .... ..

PUBL ICA TIONS GROUP
We are looking into the idea of setting up
a publications group specialising in the
publishing of original research and the
results of in-depth investigative reporting,
joint international publishing projects and
the reprinting of certain, recent, essential
anarchist texts.
We are interested in hearing from anyone
currently involved in counter-information
and investigative studies, or from contacts
overseas who wish to participate in
mutual publishing and translations
ecacx FLAG rs co:-rertruo an Invemyarronai
LIST or ANARCHIST PAPER5/JOURNALS (nor
eoorcs/eAnPru.'.e'rs) . ant anaecarsr oeoue
tea2' PUBLrsees AREGIJLAR PAPER saouoo servo
rs oeraros (rncworuc contact aooaess ,
suescarerron RATES , arc) re roar
wrsa ream ' PAPER to ee INCLUDED on
tars LIST.

ANARCHO-QUIZ
1. Why was nationalisation of the rail-
ways hailed in Britain in 1945 as a
greatôSocialist triumph following a
Labour victory hailed in Germany in
1881 as a great Conservative triumph
following anti-Socialist laws? ~

2. Who first uttered the classical ca-
pitalist p'hraseñMoney doesnót smellò?
3. How did Henry Ford, the car in-
dustrialist, propose to solve the world
fuel problem and make a significant
social reform at the same time?
4._ What did Nestor Makhno, Anarchist
leader of the revolutionary force in the
Ukraine, tell the railwaymcn when
asked for an increase in wages, after
the Whites had þed?

5. The first Anarchist bookshop in
Belfast was smashed up by a mob -
with the police standing by - after the
first brick had been thrown by an
Anarchist. How come?
Answers on page 1 1.

1 ii 3. W,

 

MUTUAL AID lPHlSDNERS FUND

Total in hand Ã112.29
disbursedto Spanish families of prisoners

Ã80.00
in hand Ã32.29 it
ANA RCHIST BLACK CROSS

We will ,.
with your help, continue to channel funds
to comrades, to finance ósupport
actionsô, provide aid to libertarian prisoners
and to those that defend them, and help out
with equipment/resources needed for prop-
agenda work. We will publish up to dato
news of struggles and document the actions
and developments of the international
Revolutionary Solidarity Movement. But we
need your active support. We need reports
sent in regularly, we need translators, and
we need -further help in production and dis-
tribution.
We hope toTpubiish regularly details of
Black Cross contacts. Any collectives and
individuals interested in being included in
this list should send details.

SUPPLEMENTS /OUARTERL Y
Against all odds we will be publishing add-
itional issues of Black Flag in the form of
news bulletins. These will cover urgent news

Although Black Flag will be undertaking
its own investigations and research, we
ask all readers to actively participate in
this section and to monitor local develop -
ments. Black Flag will also be working
with the Anti-State Documentation and
News Network (see report on Page: ll ),
providing additional soace to the supp-
lemonts for items supplied through
ASDNN .

CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence, including news
reports, articles, translations, subscript-
ions, donations, comments, etc. to the
address shown above. This is a temporary
address as we are currently looking for a
Black Flag/ABC office in London (any
offers?) for production/research and
documentation work.
DONATIONS /SUBSCRIPTIONS
Donations, subscrip tions, subscription
renewals should be separately identified.
Cheques, postal orders, money orders etc
should be sent to the address shown above
on this page. -

eanrcv rose

IRSH: International Revolutionary
Solidarity Movement. The name
used to describe the recent
and current extended campaigns
of acmed struggle

of anmed resistance, character-
ised by the actions of'cartain
groups/organisations (Action-
Directe, GARI, MIL, lst of Mag
Gtoup, Angry Erigade,etcl

ABC: Anarchist Black Cross. Foderation
lof international contacts
providing and channeling
aid to anarchist prisoners
and their support groups.

Black Organ of the Anarchist Black
Flag Cross. Circulatas news about

cherAUkIemmi thellHcþ!.as well
as general counter-information
of interest to anarchists
internationally.

ASDNN Anti-State Documentation and
News Network. An international
clearing house for counter-
information/news and research,
Qnlg recently sat up it will
attempt to provide aregular
news service through the Black
Flag News Bulletin and organ-
ise a mailing list for the
circulation of urgent news
items and details of a
documentation index, etc.

  

The health workers dispute has drawn to its inevitable conclusion Masai
solidarity was shown and their failure was not through want of trying
Their demands were meagre, but the Government would not move an lþCh y

items, l0C8l !óEp0!'lô8, HEWS ofarrests, campaigns another example of the present Govt ós determination to squash all acts
- '- * ' t r t m to their extremist economic policies But morerests ance or c 1 lC1S _

etc and we WIò need yourhe/p In providing disputes will occur and the resistance will continue - that too 1.5 inevi
regular r9P0rt'b3ck5- able ð except that sooner or later ponðtrad1t:1onal means of challenging
Thd main paper Will complement the NEWS bull the State.-ós stranglehold will have to be adopted The threat 15 not just

- - ' to the living standards of the health,workers but to the future and gual
arm and from now on WIò bepubl.lshed.asa. ity and accessibility of health services in this country
quarterly. Its emphasis will be on investigation
and in-depth reports etc. As well as an increased NHS 6, PR1,ME ,,E,,m,,E
coverage for international nows, there will be
space provided for counter-information, part-
icularly reports on fascists and fascist organ-
isations, the military and security forces, policing
and legal developments, and the media and
business world. r

The National Health Service is dying and de-
generating fast it has been kicked around
and had its resources bled dry by successive
governments It ii now but a rotting corpse
It is still one of the largest employers in
the country, but has one of the worst records
for low pay. 75% of its employees are women,
making it the biggest employer of women lþ th:
country It 15 also has a long track record
for employing migrants 60% of all hospital
workers were born outside Britain Its abuse
of, and the nay it takes advantage of its uorl
force, 15 commn knowledge A degree of sac-
rifice, and voluntary labour, has always char
acterised health work Prior to the formation
of the NHS by Bevan mat of the work under-
taken lþ hospitals was organised through char
itable organisations Access to treatment was
either through Private Insurance or through
Savings Clubsó, organised by the local comm
unity If you were too poor to save regularly
through a "lub , basic treatment was reluct-
antly granted But, arrangements were than ma
for you to pay back the money owed, via inata
manta on a Loan basis Inevit bly, payments
were not always maintained and the usual con-
sequences were taken

Hlth the instigation of the NHS, Private
medicine retained a toe hold. with a clause i
tho Bevan bill allowing NHS doctors to prac-
tice part of their time privately whilst gat-
ting paid by tho NS. Drganioationa to help
provide and fun Private medicine, such as
B U.P A who, until vary recently, had held a
virtual monpoly on the market - have expand:
their assets considerably since setting up in
the early 60's In 1979 the combined profits
of BUPA and PPP (Private Patients Plan) were
Ã3BH Their income (subscriptions) for that
year woo Just over Ã90M, making a staggering
profit of Just over 30a. This was brought abo
because of the arrangamnta whereby their
ennal profit returns are unorwrittan and
guarranteed by insurers, which than allows
them to invest large some of money, prior to
audits, in anticipation of profitability
The enormous profit margins have proved an
embarrassment to both these companies and to
the Department of Health & Social Security
who collaborate on the overall policy form-
ulation and as a rooult BUPA was forced to
investigate alternative moans of spreading
(lo. covering up) its assets Thus they than
set up, with the aid of the Nuffield Trust, a
óindependent Charityó to take on the Job of
building and maintainin Private hospitals as
an óadditional resourceó to that provided by
the NHS Currently BUPA now own over 130 of
 ÄnQLhu1oo H total of more
than 7,000 pay beds This excludes the
3,000 pay beds lþ NHS hospitals, also
maintaind through those companies.

The use and abuse of Private facilities vi
lþ the NHS set up 18 extant Part time NHS
doctors ofteg.delagate the care of their non
Private patients to Junior doctors so as to
spend more time and earn more money - with
their Privatotpatients All this 15 done on h
time (and money) Another common abuse is in
the training of doctors this 18 undertaken
through the NHS, but, often, as soon as the
doctor is Fully qualified, helshe leaves the
NHS to use their expertise solely lþ the Priv
ate sector Thooa abuses and many others are
widely known but the NHS/DHSS turns a blind e
as they have a calculated policy supporting t
development of óparallel servicesó
DRUGS AND CAPITALISM

l s policy has a spin off 1n the collabot
ation between the NHS/DHSS and the Drugs Hark
Two thirds of the world market for drugs is
owned by around 50 multinationals. Price-fix:
lþ direct collaboration with State Health
Services 13 common practice Through yearn or
successful bargaining the NHS/DHSS has catab
lished itself as a MHJOI world buyer and neg:
iator and many Drug Companies nu use the
prices fixed through the NHS as their benchme
for the rest of the world, with the NHS/DHSP
playing a similar role to what DPEC performs
relation to oil price-fixing The result 1a_
chat PIICEB paid in India, for example, are
invariably the some, if not higher, than thoe
paid lþ Britain, with the NHS benefiting lþ t
























