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& New Publitations

KICK IT OVER No.7 May 1983 $.75 from
P.0.Box 5811 Stn. A. Toronto, Ontario,
M5W IP2. Canada. Letters from the 5
Defendants known as the 'Vancouver 5°,
Debate on Porn eg. An anti-porn feminist
meets an S/M dyke and more.

BLACKOUT Free for a S.A.E. Autonomy News
Service A5 Leaflet from: BC BLACKOUT,
Box 65896, Station F, Vancouver, BC V5N
VSN 5L3 CANADA

OVERTHROW April/May '83 Vol V No. 1 $1.00
Denis Banks Story, Vancouver 5 news,

El Salvador, Squatters in San Francisco

& the usual Y.I.P. Drug Culture etc. from:
POB 392 Canal St. Station. New York N.Y.
10013 U.S.A.

JAIL NEWS paper of the PRISONERS ACTION
GROUP & WOMEN BEHIND BARS available from
PO Box 215, Glebe, 2037. Sydney Australia.
News and views from inside Australian

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

"In World War 2, people were taken to
the ovens, in World War 3 the ovens
will be taken to the people'.
Anon. Upper Heyford
Air Force Base.

ASDNN (Anti-State Documentation and

News Network). The regional contact
point for the north-east of England 1is

now Doncaster anarchists (temporarily
C/0 NEAF). For participation in the
setting up of a regional documentation
centre for anarchist news, counter-
information, storage of archives,
propaganda, etc contact Doncaster
anarchists. For further information
regarding ASDNN and other local contacts,
etc, contact ASDNN, BM Hurricane, London
WCIN 3XX.

NEAF (North East Anarchist Federation).

New contact address: NEAF, c/o Black prisons.
Rat, University of Sheffield Students
Union, Western Bank, Sheffield.

INTERCOM 2, 30p. Discussion journal put

out by a network of groups. 'Solidarity'
councillist, situationist, ICC influenc-

ed; similar stuff to that put out by
the London Workers Group. Ponderous.

By sub. only. Available from R. Knight,
c/o Students Union, Keele University,
N. Staffs. Present issue put out by the
Careless Talk collective. INTERCOM 5
will be produced by Wildecat (Box 25,
164-166, Corn Exchange Buildings,
Hanging Ditch, Manchester M4 5BN.
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STRIKE BACK. Free for a S.A.E. Agitational
Bulletin of the Middlesbrourh Direct
Action Movement (I.W.A.) group. From:

. L ONDON ANARCHIST FEDERATION PICNIC

SUNDAY JULY 17th from 12 Midday.

At PRIMROSE HILL (Chalk Farm,
Camden Town or St. John's Wood

Tube Stations). Bring Your Own.

Speakers. Games. Free For All.
IN AID OF, 'VANCOUVER 22,

Box(@:¢20'Victoria Road, Middlesbrough.GB.

On a rising labour market, and with
the Labour Party in the ascendant
politically, the trade unions looked
as if they were invincible. Beer and
sandwiches in Downing Street became
the symbol of the TU leaders' incor-
poration in the Establishment. Heath
challenged the Labour movement and
fell. Everyone told us how utopian

it was to expect working class
organisation to take another road.
"You are out in the wilderness", they
said. "History" meant the British
workers could never take the revolut-
ionary road, and that the notion of
anarcho-syndicalist union was now
consigned to the might-have-beens!

See how it has changed. The major-
ity of unions are in desperate
financial shape, losing members
because of unemployment, and paying
out large sums in benefit too;
their standing with the Government
is at zero - it intends to introduce
legislation which will take away
most of their privileges. The parlia-
mentary representation they relied
on is in rout, and the State
"Socialism" provided by them 1is
scorned by the workers who equally
reject the package-deal politics
served in lieu of socialism with less-
deserved but equal contempt,

Who is in the wilderness now?

What have the unions to offer? In
many cases they are not only impover-
ished of funds and members, they
have run out totally of ideas, and
second-hand ones are gratefully
received... there are even discuss-
ions on early retirement and job-
sharing and banning overtime as if
these had any effect on the level
of employment.

All they can demand is the right
to be exploited. But is this what
trade unions were supposed to be about
about?

FORTNIGHTLY
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OUT IN THE WILDERNESS

*UNION MERGERS are now being contem-
plated on an ever greater scale. In
print NATSOPA and SOGAT have already
merged. Commenting on the rush to
merge, Bill Sirs - of the Iron &
Steel Trades Confederation (itself
the result of several mergers) -
condemns the rush to merge comparing
it with a "Dutch auction" in which
union officials put their golden
handshake and other financial bene-
fits ahead of the members' interests.
*UNION SECESSIONS are already taking
place. The Fleet Street electricians
have faced what was supposedly
'impossible' - walked out of the
Electricians' Union and declared

themselves independent. They now seek
to join the SOGAT amalgam, SOGAT 82.

*More and more unions allow members

to retire - some from membership ahead
of retirement; some force them to
because of voluntary redundancy.
*Whole sections of industry are non-
unionised because they are '"moon-
lighted": by unionised, or unemploy-
ed, outside their official jobs. Does
it now seem so impracticable to form
an entirely new labouf union, based
on members' needs and decentralised
control? - With an entirely new set
of principles, putting the membership
first.

One can now see the likelihood
of a new labour movement, drawing its
strength from those who reject State
socialism and the parliamentary road
to nowhere, banding together to
raise their standards, including
those in official work and those
'moonlighting', based on ad hoc
committees at work and also on
workers' co-ops, linking itself with
the takeover by workers control of
'privatised' jobs seized from public
control.
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