
The procedural hearings opened on 
September 6. Their main chance is 
to demonstrate that they are unable 
to have a 'fair ' trial and that natural 
justice cannot take place given that 
they have already been prejudged by 
the media and that the police have 
been accomplices to this infringement. 
The State hopes to railroad the five 
by prejudicing future jurors (there 

will be four trials with four sets 
of jurors, each influenced by the 
outcome of trial 1,2 and 3 respective­
ly). Trial number 1 is on twelve counts 
including: possession of weapons, 
explosives, stolen property, and con­
spiracy to rob a security truck. As 
far as the State is concerned, these 
charges have the best probability 
for obtaining convictions (it is alleged 
that the firearms, explosives and 
stolen property was found in their 
possession and that they were caught 
'red-handed'). The State then hopes 
to get convictions in the remaining 
three trials on the basis that the 
five defendants would have been found 
guilty on charges associating them 
with 'terrorism' or at least the capab­
ility of undertaking 'terrorist ' acts. 
Between now and October the trial 
will go through several preliminary 
stages. The conduct of the police 
(or rather their misconduct) will 
be examined as part of a defence sub­
mission that the trial cannot proceed 
because of the prejudice surrounding 
the case. The next stage is for the 
defence to challenge the jurors and 
their alleged impartiality. Then comes 
a detailed submission of evidence 
from the prosecution who will try 
to convince the judge that the State 
has a convictable case. Trial number
2 is not expected to take place until

January 1984. This trial will include
three counts of firebombing pom video 
stores. Again the positioning of these 
charges in the running order suggests 
that the police are confident of provid­
ing 'evidence' of involvement by the
five. Altogether these three charges 
are, compared to those that come, 
relatively minor. Their importance, 
however, is to demonstrate to the 
jurors of trials number 3 and 4 that 
the five defendants are not your average 
'militant protesters' but are capable 
of carrying out bombings and similar
CONTINUES ON BACK PAGE
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We didn't do a News Bulletin prior 
to the Quarterly because we decided 
we wanted a rest. We hoped you liked 
the Quarterly. It was a big job and 
we ended up putting in a lot of money 
of our own. If anyone feels like 
contributing time, money, etc for 
the next issue, it will be appreciated.
All articles welcome: also translationsI and illustrations. Readers should 
note that the Quarterly has a life 
of three months and therefore it 
is saleable anytime until the next 
issue. If you think you can help 
street sell, find new outlets or 
act as local agent to distribute 
more copies, just write to us and 
we will arrange to send on more to 
you. With your help we hope to make 
Black Flag Quarterly, together with 
the News Bulletin, the most widely 
accessible and widely read anarchist 
periodical in the English Language. 
We'd be interested to hear your views 
on this. Don't forget you can help 
with our 'cash flow' problem (i.e. 
we havn't got any left) by SUBSCRIBING! 
The News Bulletin-is twice the size 
this time around because there has 
been a lot happening. We wont be 
doing this every time as we can't 
afford the extra print costs.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
£9 per year inland. £9 overseas 
£17 overseas airmail.

CAROUSEL WAFER FACTORY STRIKE
At the beginning of August 9 people at 
the Carousel wafer factory in Shettlest- 
on Glasgow were sacked for starting up 
a branch of the TGWU. They were getting 
paid £32 pw and protesting at safety 
conditions (a woman lost the tips of her 
fingers in the machine). The owner emp­
loyed scab labour from the local area to 
replace the strikers...Since people were 
sacked they have been picketing daily & 
once a week a mass picket has been held. 
At first the police effectively held the 
pickets back but recently the police 
have been scarce and all cars and vans 
have been stopped from going in. The 
cops do turn up eventually and pushing 
& shoving follows their arrival (also a 
bit of kicking from the police). So far 
one person has been arrested for breach 
of the peace. Interest in the dispute is 
on the wane, success is almost impossib­
le due to lack of numbers, lack of supp­
ort from TGWU (who send a representative 
from one branch each time) and the fact 
that the 'socialist' picketers seem more 
content to sell their shitty papers to 
each other than to be interested in try­
ing to hamper production at the factory.

YOUTH YOUTH YOUTH E.E.P.T.U. REBELS
The government thinks that todays 
unemployed youth are overpaid and 
are thinking of cutting the supplement­
ary benefit payment by about £8 per 
week. For 16-17 year olds it could 
be even worse: around £13 per week 
is the sum the government would like 
to make the norm. They say that these 
cut-backs would affect up to 750,000 
young people and make a saving of 
in excess of £100m. The main reason 
for these cut-backs - apart from the 
savings angle - would be to create 
an incentive to look for work as the 
government feels that it is not the 
lack of job opportunities that has 
helped to increase unemployment amongst 
the young, but sheer laziness.
Another proposal in the offing is 
to stop all rent allowance payments 
where it is still possible for young 
people to stay at home with their 
families. Presumably this would mean 
that, in the words of Norman Tebbit, 
the young will no longer be able to 
'get on their bike and look for work 
in another part of the country', but 
will have to stay where they are. 
The main motive behind this proposal 
is to prevent the young from living 
a semi-independent existence in the 
hope that family life will have a 
calming influence on any desires to 
go out and cause trouble or riot. 
By cutting supplementary benefit the 
government also hopes that austere 
conditions will be accepted as normal 
and that when these young people event­
ually get a job they will be prepared 
for low wages and will not make too 
many demands.
Meanwhile the Post Office has just 
announced that it too will be taking 
part in the new YTS scheme and will 
be providing 4000 new places for youn 
people. This is the largest number 
of places provided so far in the scheme
The Post Office will be paying the 
usual YTS rate of £25 per week and 
will thus make a considerable saving 
(normally a Postal Cadet - the Post 
Office's term for a young postman/ 
woman - is paid over £50 per week). Also 
recruits will not only be paid these 
slave labour rates but will also be 
expected to work on all the shit jobs. 
(Slave labour is not new to the Post 
Office: it has used prisoners at hardly 
any cost at all, to repair its mail 
bags for decades.) The UCW has given 
its agreement to the YTS take-up on the 
argument that if the YTS recruits 
were to be paid more then there would 
be less money around for the rest 
of the workforce to negotiate reasonable 
wage rises. Such argument is beyond 
reason and ensures that employers 
can force down wages to whatever level 
they wish providing they quote the 
right figures and use the right account­
ing procedures. Talk about solidarity! 
If the YTS recruit refuses to take 
the job, then according to more prop 
osals (see the last News Bulletin) 
a cut in the supplementary payment 
will be made as punishment.

In a move towards industrial unionism
EEPTU electricians in Fleet Street 
are still going out to join SOGAT
82 - the print union - in an effort 
to break away from the more conservat­
ive EEPTU. The row began last year 
when the rebel electricians defied 
their union executive and went out 
on a one day strike in support of 
the health workers claims. SOGAT
82 for their part are trying to avoid 
being expelled from the TUC (as we 
go to press a decision on their expuls­
ion is imminent) but can never 
recognise the advantages of joining 
forces with the electricians: together 
they can ‘bring Fleet Street to a 
total halt. Both SOGAT 82 and the 
EEPTU rebels have come to understand 
that they both represent workers 
in the same industry, albeit working 
on different jobs, and that the elec­
tricians are also print workers. 
This understanding is what the TUC 
fears most. If others followed suit 
the TUC in its present form would 
be destroyed. Workers would no longer 
affiliate according to trade but 
by industry, on the lines of the
IWW, and there would be a move for 
the first time in recent British 
labour history towards the creation 
of a 'one big union' and all that 
industrial unionism implies (greater 
solidarity, political and not just 
industrial action, etc). The full 
significance of the moves by the 
EEPTU rebels have probably not been 
fully expressed, but the likes of 
Len Murray know when they are threat­
ened and know how to deal with such 
a threat. SOGAT 82 wont be expelled; 
instead there will be the usual compro- 
ise. Perhaps we will be pleasantly 
surprised.

DOCKER RELEASED
On Monday 29th August, demonstrations 
took place in Malmo, Gottenburg, Ham­
burg and Amsterdam around the issue 
of Karl Lorgensen.

Karl Lorgensen is a 50 year old 
docker from Eobierg, who was arrested 
in March after a 10 week long dockers 
strike in Denmark. He was accused of 
complicity in an arson attack against 
a silo on the wharfside in Eobierg, 
which took place during the dispute. 

Since his arrest he was kept in a 
mental hospital, under threat of a 
long sentence. The authorities in Den­
mark were determined to make an example 
of this worker to deter others from 
such actions. Before comrades in 
Britain and -Ireland mobilised he was 
released.

One good point is that from the 
strike there emerged a small but deter­
mined left split from the social- 
democratic Danish union confederation, 
which failed to support their action, 
a direction which hopefully will be 
copied throughout Europe as a move 
towards independent revolutionary 
syndicalist unions.

G.H. Lund Sweden
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