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Benefits for Anarchist prisoners are being organised,
socials, picnics etc. Those willing to help outfattend
please contact your local anarchist group. In London
c/o 121 Railton Road, Herne Hill, SE24 (01)2746655
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The Melbourne Anarchist Centre has closed its doors. Lack
of support — practical and financial had forced the closure.
Affinity will still be published and ideas for setting up an
anarchist cafe along the lines of Kropotkin’s Cafe in Bris~
bane Queensland are being discussed. Further news when
available. Melbourne Anarchists can still be contacted at
Treason, Box 37, East Brunswick, Vic. Australia 3057.

CLASS OF ‘68

Refract would like to make contact with readers who were
active in the sixties and early seventies and who are willing
to let us have their recollections and impressions of the
period. We shall be drawing up a questionnaire to send out
to respondents to stimulate their memories as to how they
felt about events, people and groups at the time, and how
they view this period in retrospect. Pleae write to:

Stuart Christie, Refract Publications, BCM Refract,
London WCTN 3XX

ANARCHIST COMPUTER MAGAZINE

Anyone interested in doing an anarchist computer magaz-
ine (on cassette) to run on the ZX81? If so get in touch
via Black Flag.

WAR HQ RE-OCCUPIED

On 26 March 1984 the UK Air Primary Static War HQ,
under construction (on National Trust Land) at Naphill
near High Wycombe, Bucks, was re-occupied by people
from the Brighton area, after having been occupied three
weeks before.

The bunker, costing £400 million will become the HQ
for both RAF Strike Command and for all NATO U.K.
Air Forces. It was occupied to draw attention to what is
going on at Naphill.
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AGORA — French Libertarian Review appearing every 2
months. Subscription rates — 6 numbers 85F. Address:
Agora, BP 1214, 31037 Toulouse Cedex, France.

The Ragusa Anarchist Group write;

With a few other anarchist and libertarian comrades we
were at the 1983 National Assembly of IMAC (Internation-
al Meeting Against Cruise) held at Comiso in Sicily on
29th.December. Before a meeting in which there was a
massive presence of militants from autonomia, we stressed
the proposal to occupy the Magliocco Airport missile site
as the objective around which the activity and the struggles
against the installation of Cruise must come together. This
assembly, noteworthy for the different political positions
hel_d by the participants, nevertheless launched a proposal
which we took up which ought to be seriously considered
by the whole movement: a 50,000 strong demonstration

at Comiso in the Spring which will aim at a mass occupation
of the base.

Umanita Nova, Viale Monza 255, 20126 MILA NO, Italy.
To contact the Ragusa Anarchist Group write to:

G. Gurrieri, via G.B. Odjerna 13, 97100 RA GUSA, Sicily.

ARMAGH PICKET ON INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY 10th & 11th MARCH

A large group of women from different parts of England went to
Belfast or Derry for a weekend, the main event being a picket
outside the women'’s prison in Armagh. Various subjects like super-
grasses, the use of plastic bullets, strip-searches etc. were discussed
in workshops the day before the picket, and that went well.
However, it seemed to me that the general atmosphere in the
delegation was like when a school goes on a daytrip to the zoo.
A lot of energy was spent in trying to associate with the ‘right’
people in the group, and because you’re only away for such a
short time, you're like a tourist that gets no personal feeling or
understanding of what it’s like to actually live there and have to
cope with all the things that you‘re discussing, every day. You may
get a bit of a personal angle from staying with a local family for two
nights, but that’s still such a short time.

| think the aim of going there is first of all to support the women
in Ireland, especially those inside, in their struggle against all their
oppressors, but in order to feel the incentive to continue the support
once you go back, you have to actually feel the seriousness of
what goes on, and it was this understanding that | kept feeling was
lacking. It is not all just a film on TV that you can switch off when
it gets too much. The only way to get rid of it is to fight against it.

My impression was that although a lot of women went along out
of commitment, many went because it was a trendy thing to do,
which | think is pissing on people that are sacrificing so much to
get rid of their oppressors. |f you don’t feel strongly about your
own repression, the repression and suffering of a people like the
Irish becomes something impersonal as well. All this was illustrated
at the picket, where there was an evident lack of enthusiasm from
the English women.

In any case | am critical as how much you can get out of going
somewhere in such a large group, and for such a short time. But |
hope that all those that are seriously willing to fight against the
state,both here and consequently in Ireland as well, will continue

to encourage others to go there and show their support.
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News is coming in all the time, but here is a brief resume
of information received so far. . .Around 1500 took part,
there were less cops around at the beginning (busy day —
miners pickets and GLC protest even the Cruise Missile
road trip at Greenham). Things started to happen from
around 9 onwards. From the beginning, the police moved
in with snatch squads picking individuals at random.
There were some attempts to defend comrades but there
was many instances of protesters standing by allowing
the cops to do what they want. Around 11.30 about

500 stormed up a street smashing bank windows.
Altogether about 40 plate glass windows were broken
(estimated damage £10,000). Lots of waste-bins and skips
set on fire, tyres slashed, graffiti in chalk/per}/paint, locks
glued etc.

There were many reports of people being followed by
plainclothes cops. We heard of one undercover cop who
was following a group around for several hours — he had
also been seen the previous day, in the end the cop was
chased into a wine bar and punched in the face. He won't
be seen again. -

We heard reports of some cars being overturned. One
Rolls- Royce had its windscreen kicked in while the
owner inside paniced!

Altogether the number of arrests were high — around
450 (this includes people who were arrested in the early
evening protesting at the Cruise Missile manouvres in
Trafalgar Square near Paul Raymond’s Theatre of War.)
We later heard that the police were thinking of charging
some of those arrested under the firearms Act for throw-

ing smoke cannisters. One protester was arrested and
threatened with conspiracy to riot. At the police station
he was accused of organising the STC protest, merely
because at the time of his arrest he was carrying a CB
and, possibly, because police infiltrators remember him
from a planning meeting. He had several injuries: 3 cops
got him in a strangle hold and carried him to the police
van by his throat. In the police van they got hold of his
breathing device (he’s an asthmatic) and dangled it in
front of his face, which was by now turning blue. At
the police station he collapsed,in the cell, and had to be
seen by a doctor. Fellow prisoners demanded he be let
go. The cops thought he was dying, so they let him out
without charging him, and told him’to die 40 yards away,
not here’,

Finally we hear that one group of squatters was visited
by plain clothes cops the day before STC. They were
refused entry and later that evening they were visited by
a young man looking for somewhere to stay for the
night. He didn't explain clearly how he knew about the
house, he also came out with some bullshit about how he
had some gelignite and how he had been in the Swedish
Army (he was too young). Later he was confronted and
ordered at knifepoint to remain in the house overnight
and to get out of the area in the morning. This agent—
provocateur clearly hadn’t done his homewori.

More overall coverage of STC will follow in the next:

News Bulletin, please be prompt with news and photos
if you wish to contribute.


















