ITALIAN ANARCHISTS
LIVES AT RISK

On June 7 1984 the trial opened in
Turin of over 60 people accused on various
counts relating to Primea Linea, the
COLP, and kindred organisations. Among
those charged were a number of anarchists:
Renato Cornacchia, Francesco Fiorina,
Monica Oppezzo, Guiseppe Ruzza, Delfina
Stefanuto and Daniele Turasco are in |
custody, while Gabriella Bengamaaschini
is on the run. Another two, Paula Deffenu
and Battista Saiu were arrested in 1982
and are free on bail.

Tarasco and Cornacchia were arrested
in Biella on June 15 1981 and charged
with membership of an armed group; later
there were further charges of possession
and transportation of guns and explosives.
The armed group in question is allegedly
Primea Linea. 2

Fiorina was arrested in Milan on Sept-
ember 17 1983 by carabinieri who shot |
dead one of his companions, Gaetano. Sava.
Fiorina is allegedly one of the leaders
of the COLP*. He is also charged in conn-
ection with organising the escape of
several prisoners from Rovigo jail in '82.

Oppezzo is charged with membership
of both Primea Linea and COLP. She also
faces charges of possession of weapons,
and of involvement in another group,
the PAC.

Ruzza and Stefanuto were arrested
- on September 17 1983, allegedly as auxil-
iaries of the CCLP and go-betweens in
 dealings between Primea Linea and COLP

meembers inside and outside prison. Some
| newspapers have made sensational and
hysterically false allegations against
the pair.

Bergamaschini, along with Ruzza and
Stefanuto, belonged to the L Scribante
Libertarian Circle and helped put out
their bulletin, 'L' Agitatore' (Agitation).
She is alleged to be 'the redhead' who
escaped from the carabinieri when Sava
was killed and Fiorina captured. She
is charged with involvement in Primea
Linea, the COLP and the PAC, as well
as with murder, robbery, possession of
arms and arson.

Stefanuto is jailed in Brindisi, Corna-
cchia in Ivrea, Oppezzo in Messina, Ruzza
in the clinic of San Vittone prison Milan,
Fiorina in Palmi, and Tarasco in Turin.
Oppezzo in the space of two months was
shifted from Latine to Perugia to Trani
to Messina and finally to Turin for the
trial.

b

The Turin trial featured the evidence
of supergrasses Roberto Simino and Constant
Cavaglia (arrested in Briella in April
'82 and since released), as well as other
'penitents’'.

Prior to the trial Ruzza collapsed
in prison and was tended only by his
cell mates; the San Vittore infirmary
prison, where he was incarcerated; had
a long history of 'suicides' and deaths
of inmates. Ruzza's requést to be released
into house arrest for health reasons
was turned down.

Ruzza regards the continued detention
of himself and Stefanuto as kidnapping
— the state's intention being to remove
two troublesome activists and to silence
their paper 'L' Agitatore'. Ruzza (aged
60) has a long history of activity as
an anarchist, going back to his days
as a resistance fighter with the 'Garibaldi
Brigade'. Both Ruzza and Stefanuto (aged
53) are well known to the authorities,
having being arrested frequently. Ruzza
has denied membership of any armed struggle
group. But he has always defended anyone
who got involved in resistance work.

'L' Agitatore' regularly carried prisoners'
letters and offered solidarity to those
in need of it.

Like the Vancouver Five case in Canada,
Ruzza and Stefanuto experienced a 'trial
by media'. They were convicted before
they even got to court. The curious (or
not so curious) thing about the Ruzza/
Stefanuto case is that no real evidence,
other than innuendo, has been produced.

There is now grave alarm for the health
of the two. Both have been 'ghosted'
from prison to prison. Their mail is
not getting through. Delfina suffers
from chronic kidney trouble and hyper-
tension of the arteries. Guiseppe suffers
from a restricted blood supply to the
brain which induces lengthy periods of
loss of consciousness. This, plus a number
of other complaints caused by his age.
Their case has been brought to the attent-
ion of Amnesty International. Both have
suffered periods of lengthy solitary
confinement. The fear is that the state
is trying to kill them both to get them
out of the way. |

For further information, write to:

Circolo Culturale Anarchico, Via G Ulivi 8, |

54033 Carrara, ITALY.

LATEST NEWS: Around 30 accused have
been convicted of membership of Primea
Linea and have received sentences ranging
from one to twenty years.

N.B. COLP = Communists Organised for
the Liberation of the Proletariat.

SOURCE: CARRARAN ANARCHISTS
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EMERGENCY POWERS TH

The use of non-union dock labour . VRSeS|

to unload iron-ore at Immingham to - ;ggéx“éy 5 i
be transported to Scunthorpe Steel PR R

Works (across miners pickets) provided
an excuse for the transport union, the
TGWU, to call out the dock workers. The &
13,000 registered dock workers have, of o o
course, a legitimate grievance of their |
own: the misuse of the Docks Labour
Scheme, set up originally in 1947 as
a compromise deal by the then Labour
government to quickly end industrial
action (something that bringing in
the troops had clearly failed to do).
The Docks Labour Scheme allows for | :
union solidarity and ensures that certain ed by the scheme. It is in the inter-
main ports are only worked by union est, therefore, for the TGWU to widen
labour. However, since its inception, the dispute by demanding that the
the scheme has been misused by manage- scheme be extended to include these
ment and contraventions have been rife. workers. In the meantime it is up to
The strike, to all intents and purposes, everyone who wants to see a victory
should have taken place long ago. Still, for the miners to concentrate support
for the miners sake (and for the trade actions on to the non-unionised ports to
union movement as a whole) the timing prevent not only the scab imports of
could not have been better. coal and iron ore, but also oil.

As we go to.press, the strike is

solid in all the main scheme ports. The
Comrades lives at risk
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TGWU, however, want to bring more press-
ure to bear by bringing out oil term-
inal staff and TGWU tanker drivers. The
NUS (National Union of Seafarers) has
already implemented a ban on the move-
ment of coal imports on British reg-
istered ships and they too will extend
their secondary - action by placing a

ban on lorry freight on the Sealink
ferries, as part of their own dispute
on privatisation.

If the National Association of Port
Employers want a quick end to the dock-
ers action, without putting an end to
scabbing in the non-scheme ports, then
they can try to come to a quick agree-
ment with the TGWU over those 76 ports
that are covered. Such an agreement
will not help the miners. Altogether
- there are an additional 21,000 TGWU

members employed in ports not cover-

Two comrades, Guiseppe Ruzza and Delfinal
Stefanuto, who have both been imprisoned
for the past nine months or so, are
very i1ll - Guiseppe is aged 60 and suffers
from blackouts, Delfina is aged 53 and
 has problems with her kidneys. Both have
been sent for trial on various charges
connected with alleged involvement with
| Primea Linea. Guiseppe and Delfina deny

§ the charges. They accuse the state of
trying to get rid of them permanently.
Guiseppe and Delfina are anarchists who
' have been active in prisoner support
~work for years; they aré both editors
| of the counter-information bulletin,
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