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EXPOSED:
ANTI STRIKE BACKERS

An anarchist investigation
into the far-right Freedom
Association has revealed the
exXtent to which that organisation
and similar set-ups have been
secretly working behind the scenes
during the Miners strike to help
fund and organise strikebreaking
and influence government strategy.

While the 1984 Miners strike
has seen the government take the
central role in organising strike-
breaking, the FA has clearly not
been prepared to play the part
of 'supporting cast'. Notwith-
standing their influence over
the years on the importance of
legal injunctions in weakening
the power of trade unions, the
FA, through their various media,
political and business contacts,
are prominent in helping to coor-
dinate ‘support activities for
the several working miners groups.

The FA's main office at Avon Heuse
in London's Oxford Street, functions
as an information point for enquiries
about increasing strikebreaking activ-
ities. Front-man Gerald Hartup is quite
happy to give out information leaflets
on the various campaigns set up to assist
scab miners. He is also very free with
advice: 'Don't do street collections.
You'll just get beaten up. Instead try
and antagonise local councils -
especially lefty ones - by asking where
one can leave food collections to help
the families of working miners who suffer
from intimidation'.

When challenged whether the FA had
been actively assisting scabs from the
outset, Hartup replied, 'Oh, but we
have.' and went on to explain that the
FA had been secretly helping out with
a number of strikebreaking campaigns
but didn't want this to be public know-
ledge as tactically it could go against
the work of the scabs.

Hartup also boasted about FA involve-
ment with the media. He mentioned that
the FA had several contacts in Fleet
Street who have been making sure that
the 'correct line' was put out. Robert
Moss is one such FA stalwart. Moss works
for the Daily Telecraph. He also happens
to be a founder of the FA and a co-
director of the Institute for the Study
of Conflict (CIA funded counter-
insurgency think-tank based in Golden
Square in London's Soho district),
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Of course the FA is no newcomer to
the field of strikebreaking and union
bashing. In 1977 they were instrumental
in breaking the Grunwick's dispute and
they also obtained an injunction to
prevent selective strike action by postal
workers of mail and telecommunication
traffic to South Africa. Over the past
few years the FA has been backing a
number of individuals involved in legal
cases agaist closed shop agreements.

continued on back page

STOP THE CITY...

STOPPING THE CITY (extracts from log of events)

1.00pm Saatchi and Saatchi occupied.. 2.30More free food arrives at Finsbury

smoke flares let off ..windows smash- Sq..2 women graffiti Barclays, Nat.
ed and we piss off quick. Reports of West and a church...100 or more run
earlier Halifax Bank action, 70-100 down Wood St past police station, get
people, windows smashed, police radio tptally surrounded and marched alto-
Jammers worked so they had to use a gether into the cop-shop...Horses
phone box, they were hopping mad!... charge in Gresham St, 30 chased and 2
Police radio reports'disturbances at nicked and beaten up by plainclothes
Barclays'.... Legal office records 0n1Y'police,press were obstructed from
T TN B0 THE .o i v oo s otoa etc filming by horses... In West End Traf-
1.30 Group of 10 cyclists leave Fins- glgar Sq fountains are turned the col-
bury Square ...Police horses charge our of blood...50 strong group, dust-
people gathered behind S5t Pauls for bin thrown through Sth Africa Airlines
planned party... 30 occupy admin. window, smoke flares let off in Little-
buildings at London Zoo........ etc woods-Skin Deep(leather boutique) and
1.45 30 more nicked by bank Tube.. Debenhams lose windows, as well as other
One injured when pushed down steps shops..this group head through Scho and
by police... trash a few sex shops before being attack-
I_ette ed by plainclothes police..... BRES i n s o
¥

Dear Black Flag, City remgins sognd, that qf every
Most people who took part in the last group doing thelr own actlogs without
Stop the City saw it as a complete dis- leaders, and it takes ten tlmes.the
aster. Very few of the host of good number of cops to stop such act}ons
actions done in the March STC could than with a normal demo. There 1is talk
be reﬁeated and the most successful now of a Stop the Qountry! or even a
ones were done outside the City area Stop Europe demo with everyone doing
anyway. Nevertheless with about 2000 actions in their own area.
of us this was one of the biggest The Sptember 27 demo fglled because
anarchist demos ever seen in this coun- of a total police occupatlop of the
try and though an incredible 470 of us chosen area gnd gssemply p01qts, because
got nicked only 35 of us were actually we were marglnallgeq into mainly punks.
charged and Wev e already raised most and anarchist activists, and because (it
of the cash to pay their fines. We cost must be said) that mqs? who came had not
the City a huge sum to mount a massive planned Feasiblg actlonsr(much could
police operation and in effect to have been dqne in back streetg, fgr
intern 450 people for the day. example). With these’lesgons in mind we

What STC needs now is new tactics, should refrain from moaning and attack-
eg, assembly points which cant be ing each other apd plan' urgently t?
sealed off, a different target area, improve'our tactics before the STC S
places to get off the streets when in Birmingham on October 11 and 1n
necessary, etc. The idea of Stop the Glasgow on November 5 (Guy Fawkes Day).

More on STOP THE CITY next issue. . .

MAKE THE STRIKE

SUPPORT GROUPS PERMANEN



THE MINERS &

Strikers now find themselves 1in
major confrontation with the police.
It is an eye-opener for all those
trade unionists who have been elected
to public office, to councils and to
Parliament, who sit as magistrates
or school governors or on tribunals
and fancy themselves as part of the
Establishment, to find that a deter-
mined government can at one blow
wipe it all away. Miners - even the
lower echelon of the union machine -
are having to battle in the streets,
to bleed under truncheons, to face
political grilling in police stations,
to be stopped at roadblocks, to have
their homes searched, to be fined
and imprisoned. All this has happened
before; bat ta ‘extremists'...sudd-
enly the 'extreme' becomes nearer than
they thought.

Only a matter of months ago one odd
member of the anti-strike brigade
was deprecating the printers of Fleet
Street and their high wages (which
were fought for over the years)
saying how much more he would think
of them (not that he would do any-
thing) if they were to stop printing
lies - regarding this as totally
unthinkable. Now they have done just
this. They have forced the Daily
Telegraph and the Daily Mail to

“print the other side, they have stopped
the Sun altogether because it wouldn't.
('An infringement of free speech!’
cry those who think only a few prop-

rietors® have the right to freedom of =

expression).

Amongst the lies being hurled at
the strikers is the one that says
that this is all a bid for power by or
for Arthur Scargill. Mr Scargill 1is
being built up as the Lenin of the
strike by the anti-strike brigade:
those who fight for it are tarred as
wishing to build up a Scargill Govern-
ment, as puppets of Scargill, as
bootlickers of Scargill, as minions
of a Scargill dictatorship.

The miners are organised 1n an
authoritarian body, the National
Union of Mineworkers, and Scargill
at it's head has the spotlight on
him. But to imagine the fight 1is for
'Scargill' is to fall for the most
obvious brainwashing we have had
since we were told the war was 'won'
by Churchill. Few men will undergo
six months of voluntary semi (or
actual) starvation out of hero-
worship or blind following - against
the brainwashing of the media - however
eloguent or handsome Scargill is - and
if they did they would not have the
backing of the women who have emerged
as the greatest of fighters.

Scargill happens to boss the NUM,
but then the struggle is not for the
NUM. It is the whole structure of the
NUM - tied.to the closed shop system
beloved of British trade unionism
because it saves them so much bother
and normally excludes having to fight
that has caused the division between
workers. If an independent miners
union wanted to fight and some people
didn't want to, they could go and be
damned. .

In a closed shop union miners who
want to scab - because of greed or
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fear of the consequences or concern
for their families - want at the same
time to remain as unionists because
it is the only way they know to
guarantee having jobs at all. If
expelled they appeal to the courts. -
What have judges to do with a

workers union? A union is to fight
economic battles; not to be determ-
ined by every law. The fight would
have been long won since if those

who felt threatened by the closures
had been able to part company with
those who did not feel the threat
affected them yet, and who think they
can afford to wait until it does and
work meantime, paying their mortgages
and hire purchases and keeping their
holidays and cars.

If those who had no stomach to
fight had been allowed to leave
the union, they would have seen there
was no alternative but to fight. The
notion that 'they should have balloted'
(echoed by all the reactionaries who
never hold ballots on anything affect-
ing themselves) is a false cry. The
only purpose of balloting would be to
preserve the unity of the closed
shop union. No miners would vote yes
on whether they wanted pits to close.
A number would have disagreed with
striking - but obviously they would
not be people being closed down, they
would be ones in hopefully secure pits
(or so they think).

The struggle has transformed the
mining communities politically. Most
older miners always hoped that the
task of mining as it is known would
eventually cease. But nothing 1is
offered in its place. The NCB 1is taking
the means by which whole valleys and
communities live and ordering them
to be extinct. This is being done by
the nationalised coal industry, which
was a 75 year ambition of socialism
and trade unionism - something which
the NUM forgets when it mightily
attacks coal chief MaclGregor.

The younger miners are battling
against police and pickets. But this
is not a battle for the streets and
it will not be won there. If the police
are defeated they bring in the army and
all the reserye forces being built
up by the new dictatorship. That front
must not be neglected and it 1s one
on which major support is needed, but
like war the strike will be won or
lost on provisions. In this the women
of the coalfields have shown superb
communal organising ability and
received enormous support which has won
the admiration of organised workers
everywhere. They must not be allowed

to perish for want of 'lease-lend'.
Albert Meltzer.

Guy Fawkes was right!

Day of Action against capitalism, etc
in support of the miners. Nov 5.
Countrywide. All day.

DOCKS SELLOUT

The Dockers union, the TGWU, and the
steelworkers union, the ISTC, together

‘with the assistance of the Labour Party

came up with a classic sell-out deal

to bring the docks strike to a quick
conclusion. John Prescott, Shadow Trans-
port spokesperson, played a leading

part in scuppering the strike. There

" had been an earlier agreement with the
'Miners union, the NUM, to restrict

supplies to the Ravenscraig steel works
to 18,000 tonnes of coal a week, but
the steel employers, the BSC, wanted
a minimum of 22,500. In the end, thanks
to Prescott, The BSC got its way and
the TGWU agreed to end the strike in
the docks. Later the NUM condemned the
agreement and asserted that only
a sufficient quota of coal to keep the
steel plants operating, but without
production, should have been agreed.
Although Ravenscraig had sparked
off the strike in the first place, the
action was taken, despite the public
protestations, in support of the miners.
Therefore to back off at the first chance
of intervention was but an admission
of defeat. In reality what Prescott
had done was to get dockers leader,
Connelly, off the hook - given that
his union had split and support for
the strike was diminishing - by coming
up with an apparent face-saver. Connelly
could easily have ordered a continuation
of selective strike action in key ports
servicing some, if not all, of the steel
plants — even if only Hunterston
terminal - instead of sabotaging the
sympathy action completely. Selective
action can still be on the cards in
the form of unofficial action in order
to stop steel production and maintain
the plants at an operational level only.

NF SPURNED

Recently members of the National
Front, not content with failing to get
street credibility by trying to 'woo'
anarchists, attempted to do the same
with the miners. Contrary to what the
press said it was not Labour Party
members who discovered their ruse but
members of the Anarchy Magazine Collect-
ive. The NF members in question - Adrian
Wiltshire and Phil Andrews - booked
a hall under the bogus name, Solidarity
With The Miners Campaign. Posters
advertising the meeting were printed
by Andrews, a YNF officer, giving his
Isleworth home as the campaigns' address.
It was arranged that speakers from the
NCCL and the NUM would be on the plat-
form and it was only because of good
detective work (the poster portrayed
an NF logo - as shown on Natiopalism
Today — of a fist holding a Union Jack
flag - filled in to appear black - while
the typsetting and headlines were of
a sort consistently used on other NF
material) that the NUM and NCCL were
prevented from suffering the embarassment
of appearing alongside fascists.






















