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An anarchist investigation Of COUrSe the FA 1S I10 newcomer to
into the far-right Freedom the field of strikebreaking and union
Association has revealed the bashing In 1977 they were instrumental
extent to which that organisation ln breaklnq the Grunwlck s dispute and
and similar set-ups have been they also Obtalned an 1I'l]UIlC'|2l0l'1 to
secretly working behind the st,-ehes prevent selective strike action by postal
during the Miners strike to help workers of mail and telecoimiunication
fund and organise strikebreaking trafflc t0 South Africa Over the past
and influence government strategy few years the FA has been backing a

while the 1934 Miners Strike number of individuals involved in legal
has seen the government take the Cases agalst Cldsed 5h0P aqreemeþts
central role in organising strikeð twulmwonb e
breaking, the FA has clearly not
been prepared to play the part

ack pag

of ósupporting castó. Notwith-
standing their influence over
the years on the importance of
legal injunctions in weakening
the power of trade unions the

TUPPI THE CITY (extracts from log of events)
1 00pm Saatchl eýd 588tChl dCeUPled-- 2 3UMore free food arrives at Finsbury

t ff d hFA throu h their variOus'med.a smoke flares le o win ows smas ð Sq 2 women graffiti Barclays, Nat
Oiit .Calgand b . 1 ' ed and we piss off quick Reports of west and 5 ehureh 1[][] er more run

Ere pýominent igsggigingoggaggg® earlier HallfEl>< BI-3I'1|< Eletldha 7d-103 down Wood St past polite station, get
. E . . . _ d h d l ra io *tet ll d d d h d lt -dlnate ,Support actlvltles for people, win ows smas e , po ice o a y surroun e an marc e a 0

_ _ k d th h d t us a h t th _ h Hthe Several worklng mlners rou S Jammers wor e so ey a o c get er in o e cop s op orses
, . . 9 P phone box, they were hdbblhd med' charge in Gresham St, 30 chased and 2

The FA S mam Offloe at Avon Heuse Police radio re orts'disturbances at |< d d h t h 1 1 thin is Oxford S t f ions D nic e an ea en up y p ainc o es
' Berele)/5' -- Ledel dttlee reedrde dbl)ô police,press were obstructed fromas an information point for enquiries 79 arrests so far e C fllmln __ _ _ _ _ g by horses In West End Traf

?b9ñt lncreaslng Str1kebreaklng.actlv_ 1 30 G f 10 c clists leave Fins- t lroup o y algar Sq Fountains are turned he co -
;_ltleS.tFro{1tðIIant ld lgfqulte bUI'y SQUHTE --PUllCú horses Charge our of blood Strong group, dust-

8
ppy O glve Ou 1 Orma Ion le lets Pedble dethered behlhd St Pedle tdr bin thrown through Sth Africa Airlines

on the-various ciampaigns Set up to asslst Planned party 30 occupy admln wlþdow smoke flares iet off lþ tittie-scab miners He is also very free with ô. - t L a z t - k 1 th b t ) dadvice: óDon't do street collections. tuiidiggheie HE-lakad bi)/Obank Tuba-ta ggbghhgmanlgggpxilihdowzr aguwelvlleasabither
You'll 'u t et be t d ô

J S g a en up' Instea try dhe 1h.]Ured when Pushed ddó/"fl etebe sho s this rou head throu h Soho andand antagonise local councils - P t 9 p g
_ by police trash a few sex shops before being attack-especially lefty ones by asking where

one can leave food collections to help
the families of working miners who suffer
frqn intimidationó . Dear Black Flag, City remains sound, that of every

ed by plainclothes police e c

when challenged Whether the FA had Most people who took part in the last group doing their own actions without
been actively assisting scabs from the Stop the Clty Sew it es a complete dis- leaders, and it takes ten times the

outsetô Hartup'repliedI óOh! but we aster Very few of the host of good number of cops to stob edeh edtldhe
have.ó and Went Oh to eXP1aih that theñ :&Ctl0þS done in the March STC could than Wlth 8 ýdrmel demd There la talk
FA-had been 5eCret1Yfhe1Pih9 dut withw be repeated and the most successful now of a Stop the Lountryl or even a
a number Qt strikebreaking Campaigner ones were done outside the City area Stop Europe demo with everyone doing
but didn't want this to be Public khdwñ anyway Nevertheless with about 2000 aCtlOþS 1" their OW" eree
ledge as tactically it could go against of Us this was one of the biggest The Sptember 27 demo failed because
the work of the ScabS- anarchist demos ever seen in this coun- of a total police occupation of the

Hartub also boasted about FA involveñ try and though an incredible 470 of us chosen area and assembly points, because
7mehttw1th the media- He mentioned that got nicked only 35 of us were actually we were marginalised into mainly punks
the FA had Several Contacts in Fleet charged and wev e already raised most and anarchist activists, and because (it
Street who have been mal<inq Sure that or the cash to pay their rihee We cost must be said) that most who came had not
the ócorrect lineó was put out. Robert the City a huge sum to mount a massive planned feasible actions (much could
Moss is one such FA stalwart, MoÄ®T:E?ks police operation and in effect to have been done in back streets, for

' t" -.:.'.-:..""--.::*"*J~D&ll- -___:_lpu. He also hapens intern A50 people for the day example) With these lessons in mind we
to be a founder of the FA and a 00- whet STE needs now is new tactics, should refrain from moaning and attack-
director of the Institute for the Study eg, assembly points which cant be ing each other and plan'urgently to
of Conflict (CIA ftmded COunter- Sealed eff, a different target area, improve our tactics before the STC's
insurgency think-tank based in Golden places to get eff the streets when in Birmingham on October 11 and in
Square in London's Soho district). necessary, etc The idea of Stop the Glasgow on November 5 (Guy Fewkee DBY)
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Strikers now find themselves in
major confrontation with the police.
It is an eye-opener for all those
trade unionists who have been elected
to public office, to councils and to
Parliament, who sit as magistrates
or school governors or on tribunals
and fancy themselves as part of the
Establishment, to find that a deter-
mined government can at one blow
wipe it all away. Miners ð even the
lower echelon of the union machine -
are having to battle in the streets,
to bleed under truncheons, to face
political grilling in police stations,
to be stopped at roadblocks, to have
their homes searched, to be fined
and imprisoned. All this has happened
before, but to 'extremists'...sudd-
enly the óextremeô becomes nearer than
they thought.

Only a matter of months ago one odd
member of the anti-strike brigade
was deprecating the printers of Fleet
Street and their high wages (which
were fought for over the years)
saying how much more he would think
of them (not that he would gg_any-
thing) if they were to stop printing
lies ð regarding this as totally
unthinkable. Now they have done just
this. They have forced the Daily
Telegraph and the Daily Mail to
print the other slde, they have stopped
the Sun altogether because it wouldn't.
(óAn infringement of free speech!ó
cry those who think only a few prop-
rietorsóhave the right to freedom of **
expression).

Amongst the lies being hurled at
the strikers is the one that says
that this is all a bid for power by or
for Arthur Scargill. Mr Scargill is
being built up as the Lenin of the
strike by the anti-strike brigade:
those who fight for it are tarred as
wishing to build up a Scargill Govern-
ment, as puppets of Scargill, as
bootlickers of Scargill, as minions
of a Scargill dictatorship.

The miners are organised in an
authoritarian body, the National
Union of Mineworkers, and Scargill
at it's head has the spotlight on
him. But to imagine the fight is for
'Scargill' is to fall for the most
obvious brainwashing we have had
since we were told the war was ówonô
by Churchill. Few men will undergo
six months of voluntary semi (or
actual) starvation out of hero-
worship or blind following - against
the brainwashing of the media - however
eloquent or handsome Scargill is ð and
if they did they would not have the
backing of the women who have emerged
as the greatest of fighters.

Scargill happens to boss the NUM,
but then the struggle is not for the
NUM. It is the whole structure of the
NUM - tied.to the closed shop system
beloved of British trade unionism
because it saves them so much bother
and normally excludes having to fight
that has caused the division between
workers. Tf an independent miners
union wanted to fight and some people
didn't want to, they could go and be
damned. A v

Infa closed shop union miners who
want to scab - because of greed or
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fear of the consequences or concern
for their families - want at the same
time to remain as unionists because
it is the only way they know to
guarantee having jobs at all. If
expelled they appeal to the courts. ~
What have judges to do with a
workers union? A union is to fight
economic battles; not to be determ-
ined by every law. The fight would
have been long won since if those
who felt threatened by the closures
had been able to part company with
those who did not feel the threat
affected them yet, and who think they
can afford to wait until it does and
work meantime, paying their mortgages
and hire purchases and keeping their

The Dockers union, the TGWU, and the
steelworkers union, the ISTC, together
with the assistance of the Labour Party
came up with a classic sellðout deal
to bring the docks strike to a quick
conclusion. John Prescott, Shadow Trans-
port spokesperson, played a leading
part in scuppering the strike. There
had been an earlier agreement"with the
Miners union, the NUM, to restrict
supplies to the Ravenscraig steel works
to 18,000 tonnes of coal a week, but
the steel employers , the BSC , wanted
a minimum of 22,500. In the end, thanks
to Prescott, The BSC got its way and
the TGWU agreed to end the strike in
the docks . Later the NUM condemned the
agreement and asserted that only

holidays and cars.
If those who had no stomach to

fight had been allowed to leave
the union, they would have seen there
was no alternative but to fight. The
notion that óthey should have balloted'
(echoed by all the reactionaries who
never hold ballots on anything affect-
ing themselves) is a false cry. The
only purpose of balloting would be to
preserve the unity of the closed
shop union. No miners would vote yes
on whether they wanted pits to close.
A number would have disagreed with
striking ð but obviously they would
not be people being closed down, they
would be ones in hopefully secure pits
(or so they think).

The struggle has transformed the
mining communities politically. Most
older miners always hoped that the
task of mining as it is known would
eventually cease. But nothing is
offered in its place. The NCB is taking
the means by which whole valleys and
communities live and ordering them
to be extinct. This is being done by
the nationalised coal industry, which
was a 75 year ambition of socialism
and trade unionism - something which
the NUM forgets when it mightily
attacks coal chief MacGregor.

The younger miners are battling
against police and pickets. But this
is not a battle for the streets and
it will not be won there. If the police
are defeated they bring in the army and
all the reserve forces being built
up by the new dictatorship. That front
must not be neglected and it is one
on which major support is needed, but
like war the strike will be won or
lost on provisions. In this the women
of the coalfields have shown superb
communal organising ability and
received enormous support which has won
the admiration of organised workers
everywhere. They must not be allowed
to perish for want of ólease-lendó.

Albert Meltzer.

Guy Fawkes was ýght!
bay of Action against capitalism, etc
1n support of the miners. Nov 5.
Countrywide. All day.

a sufficient quota of coal to keep the
steel plants operating , but without
production, should have been agreed.

Although Ravenscraig had sparked
off the strike in the first place, the
action was taken, despite the public
protestations , in SLlpPOIñl2 of the miners .
Therefore to back off at the first chance
of intervention was but an admission
of defeat. In reality what Prescott
had done was to get dockers leader,
Connelly, off the hook ð given that
his union had split and support for
the strike was diminishing ð by coming
up with an apparent face-saver . Conne1ly
could easily have ordered a continuation
of selective strike action in key ports
servicing some, if not all, of the steel
plants ð even if only Hunterston
terminal ð instead of sabotaging the
sympathy action completely . Selective
action can still be on the cards in
the form of unofficial action in order
to stop steel production and maintain
the plants at an operational level only.

Recently members of the National
Front, not content with failing to get
street credibility by trying to ówooô
anarchists, attempted to do the same
with the miners . Contrary to what the
press said it was not Labour Party
imembers who discovered their ruse but
imembers of the Anarchy Magazine Collect-
ive. The NF menýrs 1'n question ð Adrian
Wiltshire and Phil Andrews ð booked
a hall under the bogus name, Solidarity
With The Miners Campaign. Post®rs
advertising the meeting were printed
by Andrews, a YNF officer, giving his
Isleworth home as the campaigns ' address .
It was arranged that speakers from the
NCCL and the NUM would be on the plat-
form and it was only because of good
detective work (the poster portrayed
an NF logo ð as shown on Nationalism
Today ð of a fist holding a Union Jack
flag ð filled in to appear black - while
the typsetting and headlines were of
a sort consistently used on other NF
material) that the NUM and NCCL were
prevented from suffering the embarassment
of appearing alongside fascists.
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conmunities, pickets and supporters
are facing an intensification of the
dirty war employed by pol ice thugs as
part of their long term campaign of
psychological and physical intimidation
Attempts to defend the communities from
attack are met with the usual barrage
of media lies which provide the state  
with just the óblackô propaganda it
needs to scupper any wider" support at
the critical period (eg when the pit
deputies were poised to strike and when
the NUM were negotiating with the power
workersó leaders for solidarity) . Many
miners believe that police and army
provocateurs.are at large setting up
ójuicy storiesó for the media. But faced
with brutal violence the mining co1m1unð
ities have no choice but to use whatever
measure they can to stop this encroach-
ment . The cops are well protected and
armed, with their dogs, night sticks,
crash helmets, shields. . .The pickets
have little but crude weaponry and their I
imagination. Inevitably the odds will
need to be evened up .

At Kiverton Park , South Yorkshire, a
field was set on fire near to an elec-
tricity subðstation and petrol bombs
were allegedly found by police.

At Rotherham the NE wages office was
virtually destroyed when someone drove
a nearby bulldozer into it.

At Kellingly riot police charged pickets.
During the resulting melee an ITN Tele-

Fron the occupied war zones of the mining

vision broadcast vehicle was overturned At Maltby, south Yorkshire , riot P01iCe
and Set alight in boiler suits, accompanied by dogs, Th Na h t d . t . d t

attempted to clear the area of pickets
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John Kane of Carrickferus is responsible
for the import of East German smokeless
fuel. The fuel sells under the brand
name of Brico and El.53p ócheaper than
the usual stocks. Since Kane signed
the deal with East Germany other coal
merchants in the rest of the UK have
followed suit.

Eldon Griffiths, the Tory MP for Bury
St Edmun®ils and Police Federation rep-
presentaive for the last 15 years, has
threatened that pickets may be dispersed
in the future by the use of baton rounds
(plastic bullets) .

'Shifts' T- a play about the miners strike
ð has been banned by the BBC but played
by Radio Sheffield and other local radio
stations. Now it may get air time on
the Australian Broadcast Company's radio
network after pressure from an Aussie
Miners Support Group. Rebel Worker,
the Australian IWA group, have recently
sent money to the Northumberland Miners
Another IWA group, the Libertarian
Workers Group, based in New York, held
a social recently and is sending money
over too.

According to The Miner collections have
been pouring in from miners support
groups organised around bars in all
parts of the north of Ireland . Workers
from both nationalist communities have-'
helped out in the contributions . Their
class conmitment has overtaken all other
considerations.

e asseppe upisinucemen

Outside Kilmallstone Colliió-óIY1 Kent, but were surprised and outflanked by Offers t? attract Strik?breakin9'
mass pol ice reinforcements convoying
scabs fought with pickets. Many of the
cops sustained injuries. One scab was
prevented from strikebreak ing when his
home was placed under siege . Posters
with photos of scabs were flyposted
around the village. Later the police
enforced a curfew in the area = anyone
who was seen on the streets after 8.30
was threatened with arrest.

At Easington Colliery police rioted
and dragged a miner from the picket
line, beating him up. Local people took
to the streets and there was hand to
hand fighting with the cops.

At Markham Main Colliery pickets
attempted to deter mass policing by
erected a barricade of concrete blocks
in the road using an expropriated crane
as a hoist.  

At Bentley Colliery barricades were
built out of NCB vehicles.

Tyres were set alight and one police
vehicle was attacked near Manton Colliery
after police sealed off a road leading
to the pit .

At Bedwas, South Wales, police attempted
to stop 200 pickets gathering at the

British Benzol plant. Pickets reta_ liated

. k 1. t t t turned up to lend support. The end result

more pickets who came out of a nearby
wood. During the fighting an MP and
an ITN journalist were attacked by the
riot cops. The pickets attempted to
defend themselves using road signs and
bits of wall as barricade material.

Over 1500 riot police gathered at Silver-
wood to protect a handful of scabs from
crossing picket lines... The cops encount-
ered barricades block ing their way and
so dogs were set loose to attack pickets.
Pickets fought back and dogs and dog
handlers chased off. The story the cops
jput out was that they were 'ambushed'.

Alternative employment in other areas
after the dispute is over, free accomodð
ation and transport, large cash bonuses
and compensation payments are all on
offer. Details from a former scab from,
Scunthorpe who had crossed picket lines
at Brodsworth pit ..

Doncaster contacts have the names and
numbers of 26 Territorial Army soldiers
who have been masquerading as police
on anti-picket duty.

Howard Thompson, director of Cawoods
Solid Fuels Ltd of Harrogate, has been
using a disused airfield close to the

At Bilston Glen Colliery, near Edinburgh, 5e1bY Coalfield to $t<_>C|<Pile Rllssiaflr
firefighters refused to cross picket South AfIóiCaTl and U5 1J"P0It$-
lines to put out a blaze Caused by rubber The syndicalist OVB union in the Nether-tyres that had been set alight. lands has been raising funds and have

produced a pamphlet on the miners strike
Support Groups have been formed by  At Hartlepool hundreds of miners attacked . .

the nuclear power station. Two tankers squatters and atlarchlstf groups ln
(were damaged and burning roadblocks
were set up. (One half hour of direct
action is worth more than three years
of symbolic indirect action - ancient
anarchist proverb).

In Manchester four rail workers were
arrested for colecting money for the
striking miners and as a result a l2

Amsterdam. Meetings , video shows , bene-
fits with punk bands and levies on the
beer drunk at squatters bars have all
been organised . The Amsterdam Support
Committtee raised Ã2,500 which paid
for holidays for 40 people (32 minersó
children and 8 adults from the village
of Church Warsop, Derbyshire) . They
stayed for a week, going sailing and
spending time at an anarchist sunmerhour strike was called for the following 1 h h t d .

. . week. The strike closed down Manchester Camp at ApPe.SC aó Ot ers.S.aye mby attempting to set a truck_on fire Piccadilly Station and a busload of squats and with Dutch families. Another
inside the plant . The electricity supply . . . n01may for another grgup 15 planned
was cut off and firefighters refused mlners from Bold and Agecroft Colllenes for soon.
to cross the pic et ine o pu ou was that BR management have conceded
a_blaze. Later a petrol bomb was alegedly that Collections can now go ahead at Andrew Bradleyô the Derbyshire miner
d1SÁÁ"ered- the station. Also the charges against sentenced to 9 months for criminal) damage,

has now been moved to Sudbury Open Prisonthe four were dropped by the pol ice .
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