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In the southðeastern sector
of Airstrip One, a l00lb explosive
device, planted by nationalist
insurgents, claimed four lives,
injured many and brought fear
to the hearts of the Class Enemy.
In the wake of the bombing it
has since been revealed that the
whole of UK Land Forces were
placed on full mobilisation prior
to and immediately after the
attack. The military had the
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initiative, the rest of us hadn't.
In the early hours of Friday October

l2, at precisely 2.57, the bomb exploded
sending shock waves through the Grand
Hotel , temporary Seat of Government ,
destroying eight floors in the centre
of the building. _

The police later stated that they What we all witnessed at Brightenè
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ligence on their incometence. For all
thought the IRA, who claimed the bombing, though, was not an example of class of us involvedó in the War against the
has the facility to use timing devices retribution, but an incident of war Class Enemy things could not have looked
that can be set up to three weeks prior undertaken between two factions fighting brighter.
to a planned explosion. This is not over a question of territory: The IRA What Came out Was that there ha<_3
true; timing devices with a three year (with whom we share nothing in conmon, heeh a "\aJÁI' fallure 1h eehmuhleatlehs
delay have been available since 1977, except an enemy) at best seeks state hetweeh Army Ihtelllgeheer M15/Slfeelal
and the lie put out by the police propa- socialism within a regional, republican Branch and Scotland Yard. A warning
gandists was but an attempt at deception, setting. Politics apart, the proved was issued to the police from Special
no less than the disinformation put to everyone that they acted with expertð Branch, but this _was a general warning
out about the bomb being only 20]bs. ise and with daring. They proved that onlY- What was Slghlfleaht though 15
The device could haye been placed any the British government is not untouchable . that the AIIITY Was Put eh full alert
time months prior t"o the Conference In the latest issue of Republican F0ó-RTY-EIGHT HOURS Prwr te the actual
date and its undetection has embarassð News the IRA issued a post-attack state-
ingly revealed a gap in the security ment . Under the headline I ' IRA BLITZ
expertise of British Inte1]_ige1'1ce_ THE BRITS' they stated that their aim

Altogether there were 32 injured was to annihilate the entire Cabinet
(many of whom were cops) and 4 dead _ (of those who were present at the Hotel)

explosion. In other words the military
were prepared (but not the police), with
UK Land Forces already mobilised for an
emergency when the explosion occurred .

All Armed Forces HQ ' s were placed

The 4 killed included Sir Anthony Berry and to destabilise the British political OH Bikini _BlaCl< Alpha alert t(eXPeCtatiÁh
(MP, son of Lord Kemsley. . .Eton, Welsh scene. If they had succeeded, from the Of terrorist attack) OH the We<1Heý}daY-
Guards, Oxford. .. .assistant editor of subsequent crisis (bringing about a
the Sunday Times - his father was a reðintroduction of internment, etc)

UKLF continued with the alert during
the crisis and have remained on permanent

one time editor of the ST - married they would then hope to polarise the Ät 
to Mary Roche , daughter of Lord Fermoy); political scene in the province further
Roberta Wakeman (wife of the Chief WhiP): until pressure for withdrawal won through.
Jeanne Shattock (wife of the Chairman On the securitY ffeht it is he)" quite
of the Western Area conservatives); clear that British Intelligence had
and Eric Taylor (Chairman of the Northð bungled. Inf0rmati0Il had in faet Come ih
west Conservatives) _ via the FBI and the Royal Ulster Constab-

Thatcher escaped unhurt - but only ulary that a major IRA_ attack was i1rminð
just. Had the bomb gone off only two ent. In addition experience should have
minutes earlier she would have been taught Intelligehee that the IRA a1WaY5
minced meat, Geoffrey Howe, the Chan(:e1- strike prior t0 their annual Sinn Felfl
lcr, barely escaped injury too; his gathering in Dublin (due next month).
study room was completely demolished. With the ÂaPt11Ie Qt the arms Sh]-Pr the
To the delight Qf many, though, Norman Marita Anne , off the_coast of southern
Tebbit (whose Bill in '82 has eroded Ireland biô the Ga-real (after another .
Union rights) was badly injured. Found tiP-eff hY the FBII ñhe hed been traeklng
trapped by rubble and in severe pain, the $l1PP1Y 5h1P hY 5ate111te)r and wleh
he received stgfnach and leg injurieS_ the Dublin and London governments coming
Unlike his wife, whose injuries have eleser tegethetr it was Obvious the)?
leftó her virtually paralysed from tne Semethmg Spectacular would happen 1"
neck downô Norman 1 S injuries did not advance of the November Thatcher-
affect his mm paralysis (from the neck Fitzgerald Sunmit. The warnings were
L1p)_ t plentiful and we congratulate Intel-

While we know what UKLF did not do
we must also ask what they Ln_a_y have "
done had the emergency worked out diff-
erent. If, for example, the IRA bombing
had been more successful (with the
implosion direction going downwards
towards the front of the hotel instead
of backwards ð a factor determined by
the positioning of the explosives) and
Thatcher , together with several members
of her Cabinet, had been killed, then
we need to ask whether the Chiefs of
Staff would have intervened by insisting
on martial law in all but name as part
of a general security crackdown.

Continues on Page 7
More on Brighton next issue.



The Battle For Power
With the decision by NACODS - the

pit deputies union - to come out on
strike (still on as we go to press),
it remains to be seen whether, despite
the 82% majority in the ballot agreeing
to strike action, the deputies in the
crucial Midlands Area (includes the
Notts coalfield) come out too.

By law any pit without safety cover
(provided by NACODS) has to close , so
in theory all the pits which are still
operating will not be able to continue
production while NACODS are out . Already
though there are contradictory reports
about NACOD solidarity in the Notts
coalfield. If the deputies scab in this
area then this will give the government
a substantial opportunity to improve
their contingency arrangements for meet-
ing possible power cuts.

Some have already estimated that
if the government were forced to try
and move the existing 20m tonnes of
coal stockpiled at strikebound pits
then to shift the sort of requirement
the coalðfired power stat ions need each
week - l.2m tonnes - to keep up capacity,
then over 50,000 lorry loads of coal
will need to be organised.

There is arguably a vast army of
T & G union truck drivers who will scab
and take any work offered . There are
also many 'ownerðdrivers' who donó t
give a damn. In the government's favour
too is the fact that they can fall back
on existing stocks (now down to a total
of 14m tonnes in the power stations)
and gamble on NACODS capitulating after
a couple of weeks or so . In the long
run, even if NACODS do return at some
point in time, the present scab pits
can not fulfill all the power requirement
from now until Spring. Therefore the
government will end up deciding whether
to go for moving stocks from the strike-
bound pits or to concentrate on imports .

Already the N@ have stocks of coal
bought and waiting to be shipped over
in several foreign ports. In the Nether-
lands , for example , 3m tonnes of coal
lie at the ports of Rotterdam, Amsterdam
and Antwerp . But the OVB have placed
a hlacking on the movement of coal to
Britain while the strike is on. The
OVB ð the syndicalist union, sympathetic
to anarcho-syndicalism, is a massive
union and has members in the docks.
The Dutch dockers should be alerted
to the iirminent danger that the NCB
will attempt to get their coal over
the next couple of weeks or so .

:-

.At Grimethorpe village violence
erupted for three days after police,
on instructions from the NCB, arrested
22 locals for expropriating coal for
domestic use to keep themselves and
their families from getting coal. In
the past the tradition of taking coal

The rest of the world market is open
for grabs, although in Australia supplies
have also been blacked since the
commencement of the strike. In the USA
things are a bit different though. Many
jpits have been privatised (thanks, in
part, to MacGregor who, back in '77,
as head of the Amex Corporation ð the
biggest coal company in the USA ð pushed
the union into strike action and, with
the help of a private army from the
Wackenhut Organisation, called Emergency

Continuing on from our article in
the last news bulletin, below are
detailed some of the solicitors acting
on behalf of 'working':miners groups
and scab hauliers in the Midlands area
(list courtesy of Derby Agitator).

David Payne, of Hodgk inson and Tallent
(3 Middlegate, Newark), has set upla

Protection Services, intimidated strikers fund to Speeifically help out on the
and eventually scored an enormous defeat legal costs for the Court Case taken
on the union ð the UWMA ð firing whole- out by the two Yorkshire strikebreakers
sale many thousands of miners who refused who got the Strike declared unoff iniai
to knuckle under . The result was that
Amex de-unionised over '14 pits, some
of them the biggest fields in the US,
and was able to introduce a noðstrike
pay bargaining system, called the
óIncentive Grading System ó , whereby pay
is determined not by demands but by
market forces.) All coal mines in the
USA are privatised, many de-unionised.
Coal would therefore be accessible by
the N@ without them experiencing any
problems, that is until they try and
get it moved or until they try and get
it shipped over. _

Between the decision to sell coal
to the 11$ by the US coal companies
and its arrival at the power stations,
lie many hurdles. Notwithstanding that
the US labour movement has itó s fair
share of scab problems too, the NUM
could appeal ð it probably has done
so already - for all movement to be
blacked by the US truck drivers union,
their dockers union and the US seamens
union. If the N@ can get around that
blockade then, given the poor solidarity
shown at the last docks strike in this
country, it may feel confident that
there will be enough scabs to receive
and transport the coal at this end .

Whether that is the route the NCB ,
with government connivance , choose or
whether they decide to go for the equally,
if not more , fraught option of moving
supplies with the aid of troops, inevit-
ably there will be major confrontations.
a massive increase in violence all round
and the possibilityof civil war.

What will happen remains to be seen.
There are many factors involved . Already

T & G workers in some power stations
(Fiddlers Ferry, Skelton Grange, Ferry-
bridge , Drax , Eggborough , Thorpe Marsh
and Aberthaw) have come out and said
that they are not prepared to accept
new stocks. The battle is beginning.

At a ómoratoriumô called by the South
Yorkshire Police Authority (Labour cont-
rolled), the SYPA leader condemned the
violence and was jeered_ One miner stood
up and told him that it was simply a
case of David taking on Goliath (ie,
the miners versus the state)  

resulting in the Ã200,000 fine on the
Union executive and the E1000 fine on
the NUM president . Hodgk inson and Tallent
are also the firm acting for Chris A
Butcher (óSilver Birch ') who has just
set up a Chris Butcher Fund, handled
by a firm of accountants , Parker & Co
of New Ollerton.

David Negus, a solicitor working
for the National Working Miners Coma-
ittee, wants the Ã200,000 fine against
the NUM to be paid for not out of NUM
funds but out of NUM executive ' s pock-
ets and he is looking into this possib-
ility prior to taking? further legal
act ion. The National Working Miners
Conmittee also wants the NUM executives
to pay NUM menbers compensation for
allowing the strike to continue, even
though the courts have declared it un-
official. They are contemplating taking
out writs for loss of earnings on behalf
of striking miners who they insist are
too intimidated to return to work.

Another scab organisation is the
Notts Legal Action Fund, coordinated
by solicitors Ellis, Fermoy and Shepherd
of Market Place , Ripley . They act as
the main fund raising point for the
Return to Work Action Group and have
also handled some of the current legal
cases against the NUM. The National
Working Miners Group is another organis-
ation set up with Ellis, Fermoy and
Shepherd help . The NWMC hopes to set
up a rival union to the NUM.

All the above organisations (as is
the Moderate Miners Wives Return to
Work Campaign ð coordinated by Gordon
and Jane Fjaelberg of 287 Dover Road,
Deal, Kent) are in turn backed and prom-
oted by the Freedom Association (see
the last Black Flag bulletin), the far-
right pressure group.

SCAB HAULIERS ð MIDLANDS

Haulage) Ltd; Sprostons
Steetley; Stoke Transport
Tarmac; Towel Master Work
wear Services: Vendepac
W. Voxwell. Stoke; Walkers
Matlock; West Midlands Trans
port; Weetman of Weston
Wass. Stoke; óWakemans oi
Cannock; Deggs. Stoke; Berres
fords Buses. Stoke; Stoniers
Buses Stoke; Crystal Coaches

Apple Bee, Wolverhampton
BOC; CA Boulton. Newcastle
under Lyme; B&C Haulage
Ashbourne; Coombes, Cheshire
CTS Midlanýs Ltd, Tamworth
Century Oils; Corbishleys
Staffordshire; Glover Cables
Stalybridge; Grahams Coaches
Stoke: Hoveringham; J. Harvey
Cheadle. Staffs; Kettle & Co.
Stoke; Lyme Valley Commer

has a a be n Observ d ' ut ' i |Stoke:i' Thomsons; cials. Newcastle under Lyme,
lw ys e wltho any - Tfþþspefla NBWCHSUB wider A. Morris. Chester; Midlandstrouble and villagers were angry at

the provocative way in which the police
acted.

During the violence a police station
*was attacked by, according to some
reports, a crowd of around 70. Stones
(were thrown and windows smashed. Later,
ówhen the police who had fled returned
with joiners to board up the windows,
they were attacked once again . The press
claim that the attackers were wearing
hoods .

A mechanical digger (worth around
Ã30,000) was later set on fire and there

At Wooley Colliery (Barnsley) one
cop was injured in the face ð according
to the press he had been struck by a
dart held in the hand.

At Tow Law open cast mine (private)

Lyme;_Thomson Babbs. Stoke; Read Hamlage; lvlidland T001
Jarvis. Telford; Party's Shrop- Hire; P&M' Coal & Transport
5hhóe1 5Peht'e1'5- Neweasþe Services. Stoke; Party's Coaches
llhdeló Lþhei -it Bh'Âh- Ehdehl (Vi/alsall; Stevensons Buses.
Ha}ôdeh&$Áh5- Bidd\1iPh- Uttoxeter; Seddon (Plant i&

Poiiee Veniei-es were evettnineti N@ HQ mail is being redirected to a
and twelve cops injured during skirmishes. pest Office hex number at Cavendish
The mine is owned by H J Banks Ltd. Square (London, W1) nest effiCe_ The

Paul Foster, who works in a private hiaeking of maii to N@ HQ was temper_
miner went on strike in euppett Qt tne arily lifted recently when a scab post
Niin- He nee Just been Jaiied tot 'iwEi'VE office driver arrived with mail one
MONTHS and convicted of arson (allegedly mar-ning_ pickets, with the help of a
setting tire to a mine Ottiee neck in DAM member working in the Post Office,
*niiY) - The mine Concerned is tne Doe got the blacking resumed within hours

was also an attempt to set a colliery Lea drift mine. and the driver reprimanded by the unien_
bossesó office on fire.
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