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EXPECTING THE

UNEXPECTED [l

In the south-eastern sector
of Airstrip One, a 1001lb explosive
device, planted by nationalist
insurgents, claimed four lives,
injured many and brought fear
to the hearts of the Class Enemy.
In the wake of the bombing it
has since been revealed that the
whole of UK Land Forces were
placed on full mobilisation prior
to and immediately after the
attack. The military had the
initiative, the rest of us hadn't.

In the early hours of Friday October
12, at precisely 2.57, the bomb exploded
sending shock waves through the Grand
Hotel, temporary Seat of Government,
destroying eight floors in the centre
of the building.

The police later stated that they
thought the IRA, who claimed the bombing,
has the facility to use timing devices
that can be set up to three weeks prior
to a planned explosion. This is not
true: timing devices with a three year
delay have been available since 1977,
and the lie put out by the police propa-
gandists was but an attempt at deception,
no less than the disinformation put
out about the bomb being only 201bs.

The device could have been placed any
time months prior to the Conference
date and its undetection has embarass-
ingly revealed a gap in the security
expertise of British Intelligence.

Altogether there were 32 injured
(many of whom were cops) and 4 dead.

The 4 killed included Sir Anthony Berry
(MP, son of Lord Kemsley...Eton, Welsh
Guards, Oxfoxd...assistant editor of
the Sunday Times - his father was a

one time editor of the ST - married

to Mary Roche, daughter of Lord Fermoy);
Roberta Wakeman (wife of the Chief Whip);
Jeanne Shattock (wife of the Chairman
of the Western Area Conservatives):;

and Eric Taylor (Chairman of the North-
West Conservatives).

Thatcher escaped unhurt - but only
just. Had the bomb gone off only two
minutes earlier she would have been
minced meat. Geoffrey Howe, the Chancel-
lor, barely escaped in _ury too: his
study room was completely demolished.

To the delight of many, though, Norman
Tebbit (whose Bill in '82 has eroded
Union rights) was badly injured. Found
trapped by rubble and in severe pain,
he received stomach and leg injuries.
Unlike his wife, whose injuries have
left’ her virtually paralysed from the
neck down, Norman's injuries did not

affect his own paralysis (from the neck
up).
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what we all witnessed at Brighton,
though, was not an example of class
retribution, but an incident of war
undertaken between two factions fighting
over a question of territory. The IRA
(with whom we share nothing in common,
except an enemy) at best seeks state
socialism within a regional, republican
setting. Politics apart, the IRA proved
to everyone that they acted with expert-
ise and with daring. They proved that

the British govermment is not untouchable.

In the latest issue of Republican
News the IRA issued a post—attack state-
ment. Under the headline, 'IRA BLITZ
THE BRITS' they stated that their aim
was to annihilate the entire Cabinet
(of those who were present at the Hotel)
and to destabilise the British political
scene. If they had succeeded, from the
subsequent crisis (bringing about a
re—introduction of internment, etc)

they would then hope to polarise the
political scene in the province further

until pressure for withdrawal won through.

On the security front it is now quite
clear that British Intelligence had

bungled. Information had in fact come in
via the FBI and the Royal Ulster Constab-

ulary that a major IRA attack was immin-
ent. In addition experience should have
taught Intelligence that the IRA always
strike prior to their annual Sinn Fein
gathering in Dublin (due next month).
With the capture of the arms ship, the
Marita Anne, off the coast of southern
Ireland by the Gardai (after another
tip-off by the FBI, who had been tracking
the supply ship by satellite), and with
the Dublin and London governments coming
closer together, it was obvious that
something spectacular would happen in
advance of the November Thatcher-
Fitzgerald Summit. The warnings were
plentiful and we congratulate Intel-
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ligence on their incompetence. For all
of us involved in the war against the
Class Enemy things could not have looked

brighter.
What came out was that there had

been a major failure in communications
between Army Intelligence, MI5/Special
Branch and Scotland Yard. A warning
was issued to the police from Special
Branch, but this was a general warning
only. What was significant though is
that the Army was put on full alert

FORTY-EIGHT HOURS prior to the actual
explosion. In other words the military

were prepared (but not the police), with

UK Land Forces already mobilised for an

emergency when the explosion occurred.
All Armed Forces HQ's were placed

on Bikini Black Alpha alert (expectation

of terrorist attack) on the Wednesday.

UKLF continued with the alert during

the crisis and have remained on permanent

stand-by since.

While we know what UKLF did not do
we must also ask what they may have
done had the emergency worked out diff-
erent. If, for example, the IRA bombing
had been more successful (with the
implosion direction going downwards
towards the front of the hotel instead
of backwards - a factor determined by
the positioning of the explosives) and
Thatcher, together with several members
of her Cabinet, had been killed, then
we need to ask whether the Chiefs of
staff would have intervened by insisting
on martial law in all but name as part
of a general security crackdown.

Continues on Page 7
More on Brighton next 1ssue.
























