It all began in Cortonwood, where
the strike first took momentum more
than eight months ago. Cortonwood once
more became the front line as over 1000
riot cops poured in during the early
hours of the morning to escort one lone
scab past thirteen pickets. Within two
hours more than 4000 pickets had mobil-
ised to resist this confrontation.
Provocatively the police drove their
transits at full speed straight at the
mass pickets. Then the cavalry charged.
The pickets responded by rolling a work-
hut down the hill towards the lines
of police. Another hut was set on fire.
Next day the media had their field day
on the violence, putting across the

usual bias.
A couple of days later and the seige

conditions worsened. Police descended
on the mining communities in mass numbers.
All this in order to wear down morale
and ensure a few more arrests and the
usual bail conditions. |

Outnumbered, the response of the
mining communities was to turn to hit
and run tactics.

At Brampton a barricade was set on
fire in the centre of the village. Police
were warded off with stones and forced
to disperse when a huge turf roller
from the nearby cricket ground was rolled
towards them down the main street. A
police vehicle was petrol bombed
but was not set alight. Later the police
claimed to have found a crate of petrol
bombs ready for throwing.

Dinnington, though, saw perhaps the

best violence. Police sealed off the
area but were forced on to the retreat
when local people took defensive action.
The police station was evacuated after
two molotovs were allegedly thrown,
one of which is supposed to have exploded
in the’entrance. Large numbers of police
cavalry were also thwarted when it was
soon realised that wire had been strung
up at a certain height across highways
throughout the village. Barricades were
also set alight and electricity supplies
temporarily sabotaged with the uprooting
of street lamps.

Elsewhere in the county there was
much retalliation against the seige.

Cars were overturned and NCB property
damaged at Rossington; lifting machinery
and colliery offices were damaged at
Dearne Valley; the same also at Dod-

worth, South Kirkby, Darfield Main,

etc. At Hickleton two management cars
were overturned and set alight and two
bosses were attacked by a group of people
wearing balaclavas. |

While all this was happening in South
Yorkshire, similar things were taking
place in South Wales.

On one day alone more than 1000 police
were sent in to increase the seige.
The response in the Valleys was the
same as the response up north. At
Penallta there was an attempt to burn

UNDER SEIGE

DAY OF ACTION -

' Bradford
Building Society Occupied

On 5th Nov Price-Waterhouse
of fices in Manchester were picketted
for 7 hours by Bolton, Manchester and

Liverpool Direct Action Movement and

other anarchists from all over the
North West.

The protest was to protest the
plundering .of NUM funds by P.W.
on behalf of the government. At the
end of the 7 hour picket the offices
were briefly invaded. The anarchists
went up to the 10th floor, closely
followed by 1lift loads of police and
occuplied the Price Waterhouse offices.
After arguing with the scabs and pigs
for half an hour the group escaped
without any arrests.

Wl

down the NCB offices. At Abernant pickets
tried to overturn a mini-bus carrying
four scabs. At Cwm Colliery, Pontypridd,
miners were forced to defend themselves
with iron bolts and bars against the
police mob...

Two days later and the seige in South
Yorkshire was as bad as ever. 42 police
were reported injured during clashes
at Frinkley, near Doncaster. At Wors-
borough, near Barnsley, a power line
was sabotaged. Clashes took place at
Cwm, Abernant and Celynen. At the latter
the NCB offices were occupied; around
300 riot cops stormed the building,
but were temporarily beaten back.
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- in support of miners

Letter

On November 5th, as part of the Day
of Action in support of the miners,
our group smashed the plate glass of
the DHSS Headquarters in Elephant &
Castle, London, and painted the
slogan 'PAY THE MINERS NOW!' @®
Miners Support Group No. 5

M anchester
Price - Waterhouse Picket

In Bradford on November 5th, a group of 15
people occupied the main branch of Halifax
Building Society in the city as a contribut-
ion to the National Day of Action in Support
of the Mining Communities on that day.

The Halifax was chosen as a target for
its harassment of striking miners and their
families who are unable to pay their mort-
gages, by threatening to repossess their
homes. _

At about 11.30 most of us entered the
main branch, handed out a few leaflets and
sat down, the others remaining outside gave
leaflets to passersby. The police were call-
ed in when we refused to leave, and as we
had achieved our purpose in attracting some
attention to the goings on in the Halifax,
this time we complied.

Outside, local radio interviewed "Emma
Goldman", and the local paper took a few
pictures and were given a leaflet. This
paper mentioned us 1n passing on a front
page article about the miners '"surge back
to work", without explaining why we did the
action, although the local radio reported
us on news bulletins during the day.
























