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It all began in Cortonwood, where
the strike first took momentum more
than eight months ago . Cortonwood once
tmore became the front line as over 1000
riot cops poured in during the early
hours of the morning to escort one lone
scab past thirteen pickets. Within two
hours more than 4000 pickets had mobil-
ised to resist this confrontation.
Provocatively the pol ice drove their
transits at full speed straight at the
mass pickets .. Then the cavalry charged.
The pickets responded by rolling a work-
hut down the hill towards the lines
of police. Another hut was set on fire .
Next day the media had their field day
on the violence, putting across the
usual bias. _

A couple of days later and the seige
conditions worsened . Police descended
on the mining conmunities in mass numbers.
All this in order to wear down morale
and ensure a few more arrests and the
usual bail conditions. A

Outnumbered, the response of the
mining conmunities was to turn to hit
and run tactics.

At Brampton a barricade was set on
fire in the centre of the village. Police
were warded off with stones and forced
to disperse when a huge turf roller
from the nearby cricket ground was rolled
towards them down the main street. A
police vehicle was  petrol bombed
but was not set alight . Later the police
claimed to have found a crate of petrol A
bombs ready for throwing .

Dinnington , though , saw perhaps the  
lbstviolence. Police sealed off the

area but were forced on to the retreat
when local people took defensive act ion.
The police station was evacuated after
two molotovs were allegedly thrown,
one of which is supposed to have exploded
in the "entrance . Large numbers of pol ice
cavalry were also thwarted when it was
soon realised that wire had been strung
up at a certain height across highways
throughout the village . Barricades were
also set alight and electricity supplies
temporarily sabotaged with the uproot ing
of street lamps.

Elsewhere in the county there was
much retalliation against the seige.
Cars were overturned and N@ property
damaged at Rossington; lifting machinery
and colliery offices were damaged at
Dearne Valley; the same also at Dod-
worth, South Kirkby, Darfield Main,
etc . At Hickleton two management cars A
were overturned and set alight and two
bosses were attacked by a group of people
wearing balaclavas. I

óWhile all this was happening in South
Yorkshire, similar things were taking
place in South Wales.

On one day alone more than l000 police
were sent in to increase the seige .
The response in the Valleys was the
same as the response up north .. At
Penallta there was an attempt to burn
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Bradford
Building Society pied

On 5th Nov PriceðWaterhouse
offices in Manchester were picketted
for 7 hours by Bolton, Manchester and
Liverpool Direct Action Movement and
other anarchists from all over the
North West.

The protest was to protest the
plundering of NUM funds by P.W.
on behalf of the government. At the T
end of the 7 hour picket the offices
were briefly invaded. The anarchists
went up to the 10th floor, closely
followed by lift loads of police and
occupied the Price Waterhouse offices.
After arguing with the scabs and pigs
for half an hour the group escaped
without any arrests.
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Leþer
Dn November 5th, as part of the Day
of Action in support of the miners,
our group smashed the plate glass of
the DHSS Headquarters in Elephant &
Castle, London, and painted the
slogan óPAY THE MINERS NOW!ó È

Miners Support Group No. 5

anchester
Plioe - Waterhouse Picket
In Bradford on November 5th, a group of 15
people occupied the main branch of Halifax
Building Society in the city as a contribut-
ion to the National Day of Action in Support
of the Mining Communities on that day.

The Halifax was chosen as a target for
its harassment of striking miners and their
families who are unable to pay their mort-
gages, by threatening to repossess their
homes.

down the NCB offices. At Abernant pickets At about 11.30 most of us entered the
tried to overturn a miniðbus carrying
four scabs. At Cwm Colliery, Pontypridd,
miners were forced to defend themselves
with iron bolts and bars against the
policeimob...

Two days later and the seige in South
Yorkshire was as bad as ever. 42 police
"were reported injured during clashes ó
at Frinkley, near Doncaster . At Wors-
borough, near Barnsley, a power line
was sabotaged . Clashes took place at
Cwm, Abernant and Celynen . At the latter
the NCB offices were occupied; around
300 riot cops stormed the building,
but were temporarily beaten back .
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main branch, handed out a few leaflets an
sat down, the others remaining outside gave
leaflets to passersby. The police were call-
ed in when we refused to leave, and as we
had achieved our purpose in attracting some
attention to the goings on in the Halifax,
this time we complied.

Outside, local radio interviewed "Emma
Goldman", and the local paper took a few
pictures and were given a leaflet. This
paper mentioned us in passing on a front
page article about the miners "surge back
to work", without explaining why we did the
action, although the local radio reported
us on news bulletins during the day.
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New SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Combined Subscription:
Quarterly Magazine & fortnightly
News Bulletin:
12 months: Ã12 Inland & Surface,

Ã19 Air.
6 months: Ã6.50 Inland & Surface,

Ã10 Air.
We have had to increase the subs - ..-
(the first time for 2ó/6 years) because
of increase in postage cost and the
cover price. Current subscribers
whose sub has not yet run out will
get their copies of Black Flag sent
as usual, without having toó send on
the extra money.

ó* .

The suggestion, by Leon Britten, that a Law could be intro-
duced to compel strikers to seek police permission before
mounting a mass picket may be discounted by many as Tory
Conference tub thumping. However, the introduction of
another legal obstruction would be in keeping with the
Tories anti-union stance. A position which only the most
blinkered and apolitical citizen cannot have failed to notice.

By the use of existing legislation, the marshalling of anti-
strike groups, superb use of police and media manipulation
the government made sure that the mistakes of 1972 and
1974 have not been repeated. Above all the State is bathing
to win the minds of a confused and frightened working
class. Not since the Falklands has the public's opinion been
so callously controlled.

The Government is determined to smash the NUM and
with the removal of it, they hope to remove all possibility
of further working class opposition to Tory economic policy.
Thus confirming what we all knew to be true, that we are
in fact ótwo nationsó, but Bishops and Tory Squireens were
afraid to admit. It is a sign of Thatchers belief in class
politics that the Government has prosecuted this strike with
such ggsto. The fact that the miners haven't been obligjng
enough to surrender their jobs _and communities to the
Tory reprobates is tribute to their metal. Perhaps it wasthe
States first and most costly blunder ð they underestimated
the miner.

Their dream of a pre-war utopia has been dispelled for
the moment at least. The introduction of the much admired
Japanese work practice, no unions (save Electricians style
no-strikes can we join the CBI?), prayers for the Boss, in
short human automation will have to be delayed. Mrs T.
has powerful allies: the CBI, the State parties (Liberal, SDP
and a slice of Labour), the Law and the national Police..
Yet many within her own ranks aren't so self assured that
the State is following the right path. They see the Beast of
Finchley pushing the workers too far, over the precipice and
into the abyss of anarchy. They wish to return to the old

ways of partnership with the unions. Rather give the mob
the crumbs than to risk the cake in an apocalyptical con-
frontation. They fear Maggie has the political sense of Marie
Antoinette unaware, or unconcerned of the disaster the
pit closures would leave already depressed areas in.

A lot of planning has gone into the present State policy.
In 1978 Nicholas Ridley, currently occupied with turning
a State monopoly into a private one, published the notorious
Five Point Plan to deal with any major threat to future

Tory administrations. Point Three clearly expected the
opposition to economic policy to come from the coal industry
and furthermore recommended the State build up coal stocks
make plans for coal imports, recruit non-union lorry drivers
and introduce dual firing in alló power stations.

McGregor did the rest. By a mixture of fear and provocation
he forced the miners to strike. It was up to the State media
to then convince the bystanders the logic of its argument. In
Medieval times thespopulace was kept in its place by the
doctrine of the Divineó Right of Kings. Today we have the
Divine Right of the State. The more liberal the State the
stronger is the determination that this principle be adhered
to. In the jargon of Statespeak, elected Governments can do
no wrong.

Q: How do Conservative Trade Unionists negotiate a pay rise?
A: They don't! Hah, Hah, Hah. I
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01$ & Answers on Anarchism

0: l_/I/hat is meant by óstateless socialismô? ls ólibertarian
social/smô the same as anarchism?
A: Socialism ð- at least in its original meaning, as an aspiration
of the working-class (the name has since been hijacked to
mean anything and everything) - implied a co-operative,
moneyless society. There were two sorts of socialism how-
ever ð one organising downwards, with a ruling elite on top,
entrusted with the task of organisation and education. This
authoritarian socialism believed in nationalisation of the
means of production, extended and extending State control
of industry and of most other walks of life, and believed
such a society could come about by parliament, some held
though parliament could be a sounding board, only by a
revolution would Nationalisation take place.

The other type of socialism believed that Statism would
only lead to a compromise with capitalism in the first
Instance or to tyranny in the second instance. This libertarian
socialism inversely believed that it had to be organised from
below upwards, in workers control instead of State control
in industry, and was anti-parliamentary.

In view of the failure of parliamentary socialism and the
successful tyranny of Marxist-Leninism, one would have
thought Anarchism would have grown conversely; but
instead there has been some attempt to revise and revive
libertarian socialism, formerly synonymous with Anarchism.
Though Anarchist criticism of State socialism has been
proved over and over again, there are persistent attempts to
formulate a libertarian socialism which it is hoped will
avoid the pitfalls of the Marxist State while retaining Marx-
ist values. Because the class enemy has so distorted Anarchism
this óalternativeô is being floated, but the working class
slmply does not find it credible, though still accepting the
bourgeols view of anarchism.

LEO BRITTA g
If somebody who kills an officer in uniform gets 20 years in jail minimum,
how long does a uniformed officer get who kills somebody?

LOUKY HERE! THIS Youwc
FEL.'_CJw IS INCJTINGA

RIOT.ô
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Answers on a postcard to the friends and relatives of:
Kevin Gately murdered by a truncheon in Red Lion Square, London 197a

' P h t h ' 5 th ll L d 1979.Blair eac murdered by a runc eon in ou a , on on
Richard "Cartoon" Campbell murdered in his prison cell, Ashford Remand
Centre, South London 1980.

- James Heather Hayes, murdered in his cell, Ashforo Remand Centre 1982
and many more. Outside London 27D deaths in custody since 197A. wales,
Scotland, Northern Ireland...we lost count. Police/Prison Wardens in
custody: U!

FUCK Law & canes - ANAHCHY MEANS LIBERTY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

DE CY
The ñMilitant"(sic) published on October 12th an article

on ñWhen the Spanish miners took powerñ(1934), precluding
it with a comment ñAs Trotsky had forseen..." (without any
comment that Trotskyôs only contribution to the Spanish
struggle was to say the workers did not need arms but only
a ómarxist analysisó, a thesis he maintained solidly until
Hitler threatenedó the countries where Trotskyists lived,
when they called for support for the Second World War and
denounced the Scandinavian social democrats for their
ñcowardly pacifism and neutralityò). The article is illustrated
with a banner portraying ñA Spanish revolutionary poster
from the 1930s. The Asturian workers were ódefeated but
not conqueredó.ñ The banner is clearly of the CNT miners.

But in the article it is said, amongst numerous inconsistencies
and untruths that ñThe Commune was defeated due to the
extremely unfavourable international circumstances....and
the role of the Anarchists who transported troops to crush
the Commune on the railways...ò Doesn't this sound a bit
odd? But it is the normal Trot line on Spain, faithfully here
echoedby the tapeworms. They must be remembered as
the group who cashed in on the resurrection of the UGT
by associating themselves with it after the death of Franco
still privately denying responsibility for all its past deeds but
lauding it as ñthe Spanish TUCñ and the majority voice.

The railways were not run by ñanarchistsñI They were run
by railway workers. True the CNT was the majority union
true if the workers had been heroic enough they would have
let the soldiers shoot them rather than operate the railways
(no Trot ever did that!), but what is typical of the Trots is
that when the Spanish workers do anything they approve
or can cash in on, they are the ñSpanish workersñ, when they
are to be criticized they become ñthe anarchistsñ!
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From now on it will be possible for any confidence trick-
ster to make a fortune at the expense of previously legal
trade umons. All they have to do IS to join a union with a
closedishop, and later declare that they have a conscientious
objectlon to belongmg to it.

If sacked from the job, they can sue the union for wrongful
dismissal; if the union has failed to get an 85% vote of the
workforce in favour of a closed shop beforehand, the Courts,
under the tame Tory Judges, can order them to pay compen-
sation. A dozen or more such claims could totally deplete
union funds, and so the Conservative government will have
outlawed unions by seemingly democratic and constitutional
methods. t

We regard the closed shop as a block on the workers.
Because of it bureaucracy can flourish in unions; workers

cannot change to more militant unions any time they are dis-
satisfied with existing ones; the powers of the executive are
strengthened, and though it suits the present government to
pretend that the executive are revolutionists, trying to push
through a reluctant moderate minority into their schemes,
this is a fable.

But this does not blind us to the fact that this attack on
the closed shop does not come from those who wish to
strengthen unionism but from those who wish to destroy it.

Parliamentary constitutions and the electoral system are
likewise a block on the workers, but this does not blind one
to the fact that when dictatorial governments wish to destroy
them, as in Chile, it is not in order to substitute something
freer, but to establish the government as supreme.
WHAT IS FASCISM?

The distinguishing mark of a criminal Statist regime, such
as fascism, is not brutality or torture or even racism ð any
of which can operate as much in a democracy especially if
it is introduced by stealth or with moderation. It is the des-
truction of independent bargaining forces in which workers
can fight to establish their standards of living, or by withdraw
ing labour can influence the conditions imposed upon them
from above. Without such restraint those who work are soon
reduced to the status of slaves.

Nobody has reiterated more than we the inadequacies of
trade unionism such as the failure to incorporate workers
without work into the labour movement but to acquiesce in
a system which corrals them off as óunemployedô ð not to
mention political greed and stupidity of its leadership. But
granted this, there is no other feature so distinguishing
fascism, or the criminal face of capitalism, from what can
still pass as a ódemocracyô, as the destruction of trade unionism
WHAT TO DO?

How are workers to face up to this threat? In Nazi Germany
unions representing in total millions of workers rushed to
safeguard their assets from the Nazis by such innocuous
methods as endowing ex-Servicemenós Clubs which the Nazis
might be hoped to respect. In Thatcherite England the story
is being repeated by transferring assets to personal accounts
or welfare funds in the hope that Price. Waterhouse won't
find them.

The reason, one may mention, why minor fascist groupings
are being encouraged to put out seemingly pro-trade union
propaganda is the same reason why the government refers to
ófascismô when attacking trade unions: it is to put everyone
off the scent that we are now entering into an era of fascism,
in its classical sense: a period in which workersô organisation
will be destroyed, and some nationalist adventure or other of
the Falklands nature deployed. There is no pussyfooting with
this: we have to enter into a period of resistance.
TIGER

For this reason, simultaneously with the act of destroying
unionism comes Operation Tiger, ostensibly for the purpose
of co-ordinating attacks on óterrorismô, in practice for facilit-
ating terrorist attacks upon the people. - .

Everyone knows that there is no possible legal definition of
terrorism, any more than of (say) ópovertyô. It is a purely
emotive term - one persons terrorist is another person's
freedom fighter.ô But the State can stir up public emotion
with greater nationalist indignation at lesser nationalist
attacks, and then use this manufactured indignation to then
justify repression of all radical thought.

Those suffering the scourge of mass unemployment may
not readily believe that enforced idlepesgis not the aim of
the present ruling class nor. is it the worst_they can face. It
IS a preliminary to a long-cherished capitalist, and also fascist
dream, ð forced resettlement. By turning people out of their
homes and settling them elsewhereô, whether it is done by
armed troops or economic pressure, one weakens any oppos-
ltion and strengthens the State which is also enabled to share
out the assets they have been forced to leave behind.

How quickly the closure of pits, for instance, will be then
followed by the offer of dream cottages in Wales! How soon
the closure of the ports has been followed by dream apart-
ments by the Thames river, with the old-established dockland
communities forced out to housing estates ð not like the
way the Nazis marched the Lithuanians and Latvians out of
their homes and made them leave the key in the door for
the new favoured inhabitants -- but like enough, surely, to
make people realise that this crisis will not be solved by
obeying the judiciary.














