~ Fr .m the very beginning the government

has dictated the parameters of the pres-

ent miners strike: nothing short of class
war, the objectives of which are the de-

feat of the National Union of Mineworkers
and the crushing of militant trade union-
ism and syndicalist direct action.

The government's final strategy is one
of desperation : to restrict and contain
the resistance within the mining commun-
ities and to prevent any wider resistance
or uprising from materialising and detract-
ing from the process of Coal Board intimi-
dation that goes under the name of "talks".

But away from the glare of the NCB '"call
my bluff" game, the mood at pit level 1is
one of anger, and the demand is for ret-
ribution and for the strike to move into
a new phase, onto the offensive, in order
that a speedy but victorious conclusion be
imposed.

To date, measures have been defensive,
given that many mining villages have vir-
~ tually been under police occupation and
that government and NCB propaganda 1in
inducing scabbing has been unprecedented.

Now, in this, the possible final stage
of the dispute, there are many who are
insisting that the strike returns to the
of fensive and that such offensive measures
be deployed outside and beyond the min-
ing communities and be taken to the heart-
lands of the ruling class.

If any such offensive were to take place,
it would presumably include a stepping up
of the campaign to encourage secondary
industrial action, backed up by massive
sabotage aimed at weakening the power, fuel
and communication lines. March 9th, the
anniversary of the strike, could also
function as the culmination point for any
coordinated action : if the strike was
still going by that date, it would not
be at all unfeasible for miners and support
groups to organise, say, a mass picket
aimed at besieging parliament itself.

The potential for escalation is there.
The folly of a militant government,
resolutely seeking total surrender, may
be all that is' necessary to light the fuse.

Stop Business as Usual

"On 30th April we should all hit back at
this evil rotting system whose reality is
measured by the fact that it is willing
to annihilate all ‘in order to "defend" it-
self "....At 12 noon on that day - fight
back against multi-national companies all
over the world.
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Strikers at a doll factory in Per-
pignan, southern France, have sent dolls
to the children of striking miners in
Britain, in an excellent example of
working class solidarity.

The strikers (mainly women) have been
strike since September last year. It's
their second strike in three years.

In June '82 the 1000 workers struck
against the closure of the factory,
resulting in a new ownership, but with
the loss of 685 jobs.

Five months ago the boss announced
the closure of the factory - the only doll
factory in France. In response the workers
occupied the factory and continue to do
so. There have been demonstrations in
support of the strikers, which have been
attacked by riot police.

One point the strikers are stressing 1is
that the French ('Socialist') Government
gave the new owner Fr1im (about £1m) in
1982 and nobody seems to know what happened
to it. The Government doesn't seem at all
concerned about this state of affairs.

Messages of solidarity would be very
welcome at the following address:

Berchet Industrie SA, 193 Avenue Lang-
uedoc, 6600 Perpignan, France.

SOURCE: Groupe Puig Antich
(Perpignan anarcho-syndicalists, members
of the Federation Anarchiste).

INTERNATIONAL _
OLIDARITY

SUPPORT THE MINERS!

Cambridge Anarchists and DAM (Direct
Action Movement) have helped to arrange
a visit to France by striking miners
from Shirebrook Colliery in Derbyshire.
The invitation came from some Parisian
anarcho-syndicalists (members of the
Federation Anarchiste), who are arrang-
ing factory visits and a large public
meeting in Paris, and another meeting
in Lyon.

FRANCE

Radio Libertaire, the radio station of
the Federation Anarchiste, intends to
devote a complete day to the miners
strike and it is hoped that the Miners
Videos will be shown in places the
visiting strikers will not be going to.
The strikers will be accompanied on
their visit by a comrade from Doncaster

DAM.

AUSTRALIA

Over 6000 Australian miners, dockers
and seamen have been laid off because
they have refused to cooperate in the
movement of coal to Britain.


















