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CRITTERS

Late October and November is a really good time to see wildlife, mainly birds leaving
or arriving in this country, and animals preparing for the approaching winter. ,

By this time there won’t be so many insects around, but there will be Red Admiral
and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies at least hangng on into November (unless it’s
really cold and wet). Queen wasps, hornets and bees will still be about, feeding up in
preparation for their hibernation, after which they will start colonies in the spring (the
workers will have died at the end of the summer).
It’s a good time to see Hedgehogs preparing for hibernation, too. Badgers and Foxes
are also very active, making the most of food supplies while they are plentiful. With
this year’s young adding to their numbers, such animals can be easier to see at the
moment.

Bird migration is impressive at this time of year. From Scandinavia many thousands
of tbrushes (Blackbirds, Fieldfares and Redwings) pour in to escape the big fifeeze
in northern Europe. These can all be heard calling, throughout much of the country, as
they migrate at night. They are joined by large numbers of tiny Goldcrests, while
during the day it’s possible to see Skylarks, Chaffinches, Bramblings and Starlings
all on the move in big numbers. All of this lot are easier to catch up with if you hear
their contact calls, and if you are aware of these you realise just how goat the extent
of all this activity is. Sometimes bad weather can mound a lot of these migrants on the
coast, and they can be everywhere you look, but more often they just get on with their
journeys. You don’t need to be somewhere like the coast to see this migmtion going
on (but it is easier if you are), and even inland in cities like London you can watch all
these migrants as they fly to their destinations.
In addition to this, masses ofWildfowl and waders arrive from the north and east of
Europe, including wild swans from the far north and Lapvvings from the north and
east, which irrigate by day. Ifthere is cold weather in this country later in the year,
Lapwings can be seen on the move yet again, escaping from the harsh conditions (if
the ground freezes, it is hard for them to feed).
The exodus ofbirds that have spent the summer here still continues, although most
will have left by now. Some House Martins and Swallows, for example, may still be
around into November. Others do weird things; Blackcaps are small Warblers which
are generally summer visitors leaving Britain by mid October, but at that time others
turn up from central Europe to spend the winter here. Even Robins in winter may not
be the same individuals that spent the summer here, for similar reasons.

So there’s a lot going on at this time and lots to see. This page is intended to indicate
some ofwhat’s happening around you that you may be unaware of. These natural
processes were going on long before cities and roads took over and they still continue
despite this. If you are aware ofwhat’s happening, it serves as a reminder that nature
is still all around and has not yet been obliterated despite mankind’s best efforts, and I
find this fact reassuring. _
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