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Direct Action Saves Scottish Schools
At the end of last term, Scotland saw an outburst of kids and
parents taking action against a massive wave of cuts and
school closures by Labour run Authorities .

In Dundee, 20 campaigners against school closures staged
an initial token occupation of Linlathen High, one of the
secondary schools threatened with closure in April. They
occupied the school for several hours, ending at midnight.
Police were called in and threatened parents that not only
would they be arrested but their children would be taken into
care I

On Saturday May 4th anti-school campaigers staged a May
Day demonstration round the Fintry estate before marching
into town and linking up with the "official" TUC rally. Chanting
"Labour- Tory, Just the Same" they were refused speaking
rights by the Labour Party hacks who were running the rally.
On May 16th demonstrators halted an Education Committee
meeting in Dundee Chambers.

In July, parents were again occupying Linlathen Primary
school. The occupation has gained much support, and some
direct solidarity from other workers. When lorries were sent
to clear out the school's furniture the drivers refused to cross
the parent's picket line.

In Glasgow, action including 4 occupations, saved 20 out of
22 schools targeted for closure. 7 of these schools were
saved by opting out so here the victory is limited by the
caring quango FAS.

More than any other issue the school closure issue has
highlighted the deceit and hypocrisy of Glasgow Councillors
Firstly, only 24.3 million was needed to save the schools
which the councillors said that they did not have. But what
about the Ã12 million that has been made through selling off
Strathcyde house and other assets? How come the money
was not included in any budget plans. Glasgow citizens have
a right to ask where Ã12 million gone?

Also, four of the seven schools the Council are most adamant
about closing just happen to be along the route of the pro-
posed M74. Do they think we are stupid?

Save Our Schools is supported by all campaign groups In Scotland.
They can be contacted on: DUNDEE: 01382 B14922

GLASGOW: 0141 552 6773

' Thanksto:
Justice -Cethrom (Solidarity Centre, 3 Royal Exchange Court, Glasgow )
and Counter lnformatlon( Plgeonhole Cl, c/o Forth St., Edlngburgh EH1)
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*S0undwelI Strikes Back *
Lecturers at Soundwell, a Further Education College near Bristol, have been
at the forefront of the fight against the new contracts which many
colleges are seeking to impose on their staff. These contracts
require longer working hours and shorter holidays, and are one of
the results of government spending cuts in this sector. The
contracts are locally negotiated, and many NATFHE branches have
reached satisfactory agreements with college managers without
having to take industrial action. At Soundwell, however, the
principal and senior management have taken an extremely aggres-
sive stance, but they have not gone unchallenged in their aim of
cutting jobs and services.

On 18 June, more than 30 lecturers came out on strike over
redundancies. They had planned to strike at Easter because staff
who had refused to sign the new FE contracts had, had no payrise
for three years. This strike was called off when management
awarded staff on old contracts a one and a half per cent rise and
agreed to negotiate over the terms of the new contracts. It was no
coincidence that an Ofsted inspection was due: it would have been
very embarrassing if the inspectors had found the college closed
due to strike action.

Once the inspection was safely out of the way, however, the
principal presented staff with revised terms for the new contracts
which increased the workload by 30% to the heaviest in the
country. Redundancy notices were issued to all staff. Restructuring
swept away the jobs of middle-management; new posts of ócur-
riculum managers' were created, at reduced rates of pay, to take on
their work. In one section, seven lecturers were to be replaced by
ólearning advisersó - same job, less pay. Staff made redundant could
apply for the new jobs - and, of course, go on to the new-style
contracts with their grossly increased workloads!

The lecturers came out on official strike, and stayed out for three
weeks, even continuing into the summer holiday. They received
strike pay of Ã 100 per week and collected Ã12,000 from other
trades union members and sympathisers. They received a lot of
support from their local community,ó and students past and present
protested at the threat to the quality of teaching posed by such ó
unrealistic workloads.

On 9 July a óreturn to workó agreement wóas reached. Management
' d t s read deductions in a for the strike eriod over oneagree o p 12> y P
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KICK OUT THE SCHOOL SPIES

I Prepare the Ofsted Boycott I
It's now only too clear that OFSTED is a political quango
set up to undermine the right to decent, free, state
education for all. Workers are being harassed, abused
and undermined on a daily basis by "inspectors" most of
whom don't seem to have done a day's work in a
classroom. Nurseries now have Group 4 arranging their
OFSTED inspections. Meanwhile, the bloke in charge,
Tory scum Chris Oft- with his-head tells us why we need
to get back to Victorian-type teaching methods and why
15,000 "incompetent" teachers should be sacked.

Let's be clear: OFSTED has nothing to do with monitoring
education. A pattern is developing that shows that it ós
the good schools and workers who are being targetted.
Inspectors are victimislng schools that don't segregate
or stream. Schools where there's stilll some semblance
of multicultural, non-sexist education. Schools where
where there's an organised union group.

These are political Inspections: Decisions about which
schools will pass or fail are made well in advance of the
Wnspecþon"hseh.

It's taken a while for most of us to realise this - The
question is now how do we stop it? Many teachers have
so far gone along way down the road to cooperating with
OFSTED. This is mainly due to fear of being individually
victimised or through being seen to "Iet the side clown".

It's time we stopped cooperating with this farce. We
stopped the SATs in theirtracks, for a time. With inspec-
tors, from September, being able to grass up teachers
that they take a dislike to, It's time we started defending
each other and said ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. We need a
boycott - we need to organise for it now. I

(see pull out poster enclosed for more on OFSTED)

The Soundwell experience is highly relevant to those fighting $HEY INS IELTDII ___LE.~E- OUR S (Hoot, Maggi
education cuts elsewhere in the country. Although the new ' ; W
contracts are negotiated locally, management at all colleges are
well aware of what is happening elsewhere.
The lecturers at Soundwell have been prepared to take all-out
strike action, not only to safeguard their jobs and conditions of
work, but to maintain their service to the community. They have
shown that they will not be intimidated when faced with cynical
and aggressive behaviour from senior management, and have taken
the initiative by striking as soon as redundancies were threatened,
rather than waiting till after the summer holidays, when it would
have been too late. They have forged links with local branches of
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Those principals at other colleges who aim to use similar tactics to
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as Tory government agents to cut education.
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Spring in September:
Report from France

In October last year the France had its
biggest social crisis for 30 years. The
spate of strikes -which united workers,
unemployed and students over a whole
range of issues, spread across the public
and private sectors, affecting traffic and
trains, postal services, banks, manufac-
turing industry such as Renault and
Peugeot and miners. lt involved mass
occupations and direct action up and
down the country. This October, it is
expected that the strikes will be bigger
and will spread to the private sector.
Below, a member of the education section
of the CNT-F, the fast-growing French
anarcho-syndicalist union, writes about
how education workers and students were
able to organise successfully.

For the first time since 1968 the student struggle
is not just calling for the reform of the university
system. The unrest began in Rouen, calling for
more money for the university, which is one of the
poorest in France. The Government failed to
respond, and around fifty universities joined the
strike for more funding. For the first few days, the
media tried to make it look as if we were on strike
just for more pens and rubbers. But from the start
it went further than this. Some universities such as
Toulouse, Flennes and Nanterre, are close by
private universities like the famous "Fac Pasqua"
which emphasises the divide between education
for the rich and education for the rest of us. The
strikes challenged this inequality Also, for two
years the issue of the status of foreign students
has been surfacing, due to the Government's new,
repressive, anti-immigration laws.

Organisation

As with the student strikes of 1991 and 1992,
students began to organise directly ingeneral
assemblies, which were mass meetings open to
an Studentsó The ýrst priority óor Us in the CNT is establishment We are working for the movement as a
to d_.eó_end the "gm Á" Students to mak.e the" Own. whole, not for a political party. Although the reformist

unions try to keep things seperate and divided, it is clear
that students are in no way privileged: The Government's

Ci9ClSl0þS and to take these to the I'l3llOFlEt| C0Ol'dIð
nation meetings where students from all colleges
around the country send delegates elected by
their general assemblies.. Counterposed against
this structure is the "cooperatist" left-controlled
studem union model of the UN EF-ID.

Studying on the JSA?
From October 1996, Unemployment Benefit will be replaced by the
already infamous "Job Seekers Allowance." Not having a job
is no longer good enough - claimaints must prove that they're
óactively seeking workó before they get any money. Rather
than having a right to participate in education, this is now a
concession which allows the unemployed to study while
they're looking for work.

Any study must be part time and given up immediately for a
job [or at least that's what you need to say!] _- and study is
still seen as being in conþict with the ' actively seeking workó
policy - rather than a means of enhancing job prospects [or
god forbid a non vocational urge for knowledgelj. Unem-
ployed claimaints can't undertake full time courses even on a
part time basis. This new guidance issued to Employment
service staff is subject to local interpretation and could
effectively bar someone from most educational provision.

More confusion is being caused by the introduction of the 16
hour rule in England" and Wales. This rule is supposed to help
clarify the definition of a full time course. In Scotland - both
the 16 hour rule and the existing 21 hour rule are being
operated!

Unemployed people who study part time must not be _
classified as students or they will ólose their entitlement to
benefits. [Repeat after me "I am not a stgdent I am actively
looking for work."] Employment Service staff must apply the
óstudent regulationó to each case they come across. This is an
example ofwhy we can expect the worst from the óguidanceô
they are being offered:

a person learning to be a bricklayer or typist for the first
time may be a student but a qualified bricklayer or typist who
attends a course to update their skills may not be a student ..."
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battle started, with the UNEF-lD suffering a defeat. At
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and rule us and began to receive delegates only from the
UNEF-ID who were willing to sellout, were unelected and
only repesented themselves. Bayrou explained that he
ñU tp W pthe poorest universities.

have a strong organisation that defends the rights of
students to make our own decisions and that self-ap-
polnted leaders did not take over. Ti'llS IS why the CNT,
with its University section, the Formation Action
Universitaire (FAU) and its Workersó union (CNT-F) thus
uniting workers and students in one union, has become _
so important in the university field. This made it possible I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I
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social one i.e. one that links up the problems of all
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I Iof the system that creates these attacks on us. The

a lot of support for Direct democracy and anarcho-
involvement of CNT members in the struggles has gained .

syndicalist ideas. lt has also shown that we are not the
only people who are against making deals with the

attacks on people's rights affect everybody.

This October, the struggle will begin again..
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Now, more than ever, students will need support from each
other. college staff and claimants unions to avoid harrassment
fromthe DSS/ES. Tutors should devise a strategy for dealing
with course enquiries from the employment servicee -
otherwise they could be jeopardising a claimantsô place on a
course.
Unwaged workers are organising nationally through
Groundswell c/0 C.A.G c/o OUWCU East Oxford Commu-
nity Centre: Princes Street Oxford OX4 IHU.

Info from Stevenson College [Scotlandlbranch of the
Education Workers Union [IWW]
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If you want to know more about the EWN, or can
send us some money to produce the next issue,
please make cheques payableto Education Work-
ers" Network and send them to:
PO Box 29 SWPDO
Manchester M15 5HW

If you have any comments, articles or information
about Education Worker write to us at :
P0 Box 1681 London N8 7LE

Other industrial networks:
Transport Worker Network:
PO Box 73, NorwichNFl3 1QD
Public Service Workersó Network:
PO Box 1681 London N8 7LE

WILDCAT ARTISTS

Students at Middlesex University, site of major occupa-
tions in 1992, started occupying again at the and of last
term.. In response to ever increasing cuts and staff and
facilities, first the art site was taken, and when that
ended another site was taken over. I
The Student Union was more upset and oppreslve than
management, falling everyone to leave immediately,
while management were willing to negotiate and wait.
Since the last wave of occupations, the SU have altered
their rules to say that site occupations are unconstitu-
tional without a secret ballot of the whole Student Union
at the University. The occupiers said bollox to the ballot.

The National Union of Students has now gone so tar to
the right that they've kicked out one of their own
executive simply for continuing to campaign for free
education for all. They, and the local branches now
have absolutely no tight left in them, but at least that
makes things clear and allows people to organise their
own lights without worrying about the "union" anymore.
Student numbers have been increasing rapidly, unlike
staff and facilities, and students are now much more a
mixed bag of young people who see no possibility of
getting straight into the job market, older people who
have been through various situations, struggles and
problems, and others.
Universities are more than ever a meeting point where
ideas and struggles can come together but at the same
time they are a place where nearly everyone believes
that if they work hard they can sort out their own
individual futureè Like winning the lottery.
info from Contraflow 56a Crampton Sf London SE17

-II"










